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Friendly  start  but  after  six  hoars  of  talks  between  Tariq  Aziz,  Iraq’s  foreign  minister  (left),  and  James  Baker,  US  Secretary  of  State,  Baghdad  had  shown  no  flexibility,  to  Mr  Baker 


Hint  of  UN  peace 
role  as  talks  fail 

F rom  George  Brock,  in  geneva  and  Philip  Jacobson  in  Paris 


JAMES  Baker,  the  reporting  gloomily  to  a  press 
American  Secretary  of  conference  at  the  conclusion 
State,  emerged  last  night  ofthe  unexpectedly  long  talks, 
from  six  hours  of  negotia-  11  appeared  that  only  an 
tions  with  Tariq  Aziz,  the  i.nte™ention  by  Javier  Perez 


Iraqi  foreign  minister,  to 
report  that  Baghdad  had 
shown  no  flexibility  over 
its  five-month  occupation 
of  Kuwait. 

During  the  entire  session 
in  Geneva,  Mr  Baker  said 
that  “regrettably,  I  heard 
nothing  today  in  over  sis 
hours  on  any  Iraqi  flexibil¬ 
ity  whatsoever  on  comply¬ 
ing  with  the  UN  Security 
Council  resolutions'’. 

In  Baghdad,  President 
Saddam  Hussein  gave  a  warn¬ 
ing  to  the  Americans  that  their 
iroops  would  “swim  in  their 
own  blood"  in  the  event  of  an 
attack  on  Iraq. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 


JNSIBE 


Rail  crash 
victim  named 


The  passenger  killed  in  the 
Cannon  Street  railway  crash 
in  London  on  Tuesday  was 
Martin  Strivens,  aged  24, 
(above)  from  Orpington, 
Kent  who  had  recently  been 
offered  a  job  by  a  Scandina¬ 
vian  bank  in  the  City.  More 
than  35  passengers  injured  in 
the  crash  were  still  in  hospital 
yesterday . Page  2 

Classic  surprise 

The  national  commercial 
alternative  to  BBC  Radio  3 
might  be  able  to  broadcast 
Elvis  Presley  and  Buddy  Holly 
music  if  a  definition  of  “non¬ 
pop”  as  music  recorded  before 
1960,  is  accepted . 


worry 

Michael  Howard,  the  employ¬ 
ment  secretary,  last  night 
strongly  rejected  charges  that 
the  government’s  market-led 
training  programme  is  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  collapse  because  of 
rising  unemployment  and  a 
profits  squeeze . P*ge  5 

Rift  healed 

Toshiki  Kaifii,  Japan’s  prime 
minister,  is  expected  to  an¬ 
nounce  that  Tokyo  will  stop 
fingerprinting  Korean  res¬ 
idents,  healing  a  rift  in  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  two 
countries . ^*8* 11 
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de  Cuellar,  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  secretary-general,  could 
prevent  military  action. 

There  had  been  many  Iraqi 
miscalculations,  “including 
the  international  response  to 
the  invasion;  the  barbarous 
policy  of  bolding  hostages . . . 
it  miscalculated  on  dividing 
the  international  coalition. 
Let  us  hope  that  Iraq  does  not 
miscalculate  again”.  .  . 

Mr  Baker  revealed  that  Mr 
Aziz  declined  to  accept  a  letter 
from  President  Bush.  He  said 
the  minister  has  read  it  slowly 
but  declined  to  accept  it  He 
told  reporters  they  would  have 
to  ask  the  Iraqi  minister  why 
be  had  done  this.  Mr  Baker 
said:  “We  want  a  peaceful  and 
political  decision.” 

The  letter  from  Mr  Bush 
said:  “Anything  less  than  full 
compliance  with  UN  security 
council  resolution  678  and  its 
predecessors  is  unacceptable. 
There  can  be  no  reward  for 
aggression.  Nor  will  there  be 
any  negotiation.  Principle 
cannot  be  compromised. 
However,  by  its  fill]  compli¬ 
ance,  Iraq  will  gain  the 
opportunity  to  rejoin  the 
international  community. 
More  immediately,  Iraq  and 
the  Iraqi  military  establish¬ 
ment  will  escape  destruction. 
But  unless  you  withdraw  from 
Kuwait  completely  and  with¬ 
out  condition,  you  will  lose 
more  than  Kuwait.” 

It  declared:  “You  may  be 
tempted  to  find  solace  in  the 
diversity  of  opinion  that  is 
American  democracy.  You 
should  resist  any  such  tempta¬ 
tion.  Diversity  ought  not  to  be 
confused  with  division.  Nor 
should  you  underestimate,  as 
others  have  before  you, 
America's  will.” 

Mr  Baker,  emphasizing  that 
the  United  States  was  part  of 
an  international  coalition, 
said :  “It  is  not  up  to  us  to  walk 
backwards  from  solemn 
resolutions  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions.  I  am  sorry  we  did  not 
receive  any  indications  of 
flexibility  in  the  position  of 
Iraq.” 

Within  minutes  of  the  news 
of  the  failure  of  the  talks,  oil 
prices  soared.  In  New  York, 
Nymex  futures  rose  more  than 
$6  to  $30  as  Mr  Baker  was 
speaking,  reversing  earlier 
falls  on  hopes  of  a  peaceful 
solution.  The  Dow  Jones  in¬ 
dex  on  Wall  Street,  which  had 


While  James  Baker  and  Tariq  Aziz  were  meeting 
in  Geneva,  diplomatic  efforts  to  resolve  the  Gulf 
dispute  were  stepped  up  around  the  world: 

PARIS: 


The  French 
president  said 
the  prolongation  of  the  Ge¬ 
neva  talks  indicated  that  Tariq 
Aziz  had  put  some  new  ideas 
on  the  taUe  but  there  could  be 
no  question  of  postponing  the 
UN  ultimatum  to  Iraq. 

ALGIERS: 

reported  by  President  Mitter¬ 
rand  to  have  agreed  to  attend 
talks  in  the  Algerian  capital 
with  European  Community 
countries  who  may  include 
Italy  and  the  Netherlands. 


MOSCOW:  JZn- 

ed  that  Mikhail  Gorbachev 
had  sent  a  message  to 
Saddam  Hussein  "in  line  with 
continuing  efforts  of  the 
Soviet  Union  towards  ensur¬ 
ing  a  peaceful  outcome.” 

LONDON:  ZX 

foreign  secretary,  said  in  a 
BBC  Interview  that  Britain 
might  make  a  contribution  to 
any  future  security  system  in 
the  Gulf  if  that  turned  out  to  be 
what  was  wanted  In  the  area. 


been  up  more  than  40  points 
earlier  in  the  day,  was  up  Z48 
and  felling  fest  at  251 1.88. 

Earlier  in  London,  the  price 
of  oil  fell  to  levels  last  seen 
before  the  invasion  of  Kuwait, 
with  February  Brent  down 
$4.40  a  barrel  to  $22.30.  Share 
prices  had  risen  in  London  on 
early  New  York  trading. 
London  closed  near  its  best 
levels  of  the  day.  The  FT-SE 
100  index  finished  29.0  up  at 
2,128.9.  The  dollar  dropped 
sharply  against  the  pound  and 
the  German  mark. 

Mr  Baker,  asked  about  the 
use  of  military  force,  said: 
“The  clock  is  ticking  on.”  He 
said  that  he  had  not  attended 
the  Geneva  meeting  to 
threaten  Mr  Aziz  but  to 
inform  Iraq  that  if  it  chose  to 
continue  its  occupation  of 
Kuwait  it  would  be  laced  with 
a  military  conflict  that  it  could 
not  win.  The  United  Stales 
would  welcome  any  initiative 
to  bring  the  conflcit  to  an  end 
peacefully.  He  reminded  his 
listeners  that  the  group  feeing 
Iraq  was  an  international  co¬ 
alition,  perhaps  hinting  that 
hope  might  lie  in  a  possible 
French- Algerian  peace  ini¬ 
tiative.  Speculation  on  that 
initiative  increased  when  the 
Algerian  foreign  minister, 
Sayeed  Ahmed  Ghozali,  ar¬ 
rived  in  Geneva.  The  Algeri¬ 
ans  have  a  solid  record  of 
achievement  in  Middle  East 
diplomacy  and  are  perceived 
as  having  “clean  hands”  by 
both  sides. 

French  Initiative,  page  8 
Capitol  Hill  postbag,  page  9 
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Major 
firm 
on  force 

From  Robin  Oakley 

IN  CAIRO 

JOHN  Major  yesterday  re¬ 
jected  the  idea  that  the  United 
Nations  Security  Council 
should  be  recalled  once  more 
before  force  is  employed  to 
evict  President  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein  from  Kuwait. 

The  prime  minister  argued 
that  the  multinational  forces 
in  the  Gulf  had  all  the 
authorisation  that  they  re¬ 
quired  to  attack  Saddam  if  he 
foiled  to  pull  out  by  next 
week's  deadline. 

At  a  press  conference  here 
yesterday,  after  discussions  on 
the  Gulf  conflict  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Mubarak  of  Egypt,  he 
said:  “There  is  no  need  for  it 
to  be  referred  to  the.  United 
Nations  at  alL”  The  original 
resolutions  had  been  clear 
when  they  were  tabled  and 
when  they  were  voted  upon. 

Mr  Major  is  to  meet  Presi¬ 
dent  Mitterrand  on  Monday 
to  discuss  the  latest  develop¬ 
ments  in  the  conflict,  amid 
growing  British  fears  that  the 
French  could  break  ranks  on 
the  use  of  force. 

The  fears  have  been  fuelled 
by  French  involvement  in 
last-minute  independent  ini¬ 
tiatives  for  peace  and  by 
stories  that  the  French  are 
seeking  a  separate  meeting 
with  Saddam. 

Continued  on  page  22,  col  1 


Clarke 
‘deplores’ 
reading 
standards 

By  David  Tytler 
Education  Editor 

READING  standards  in  too 
many  infeni  and  primary 
schools  in  England  were 
“deplorable”,  Kenneth 
Clarke,  the  education  sec¬ 
retary,  said  yesterday.  It  was 
up  to  local  education  author! 
ties  io  discover  the  precise 
state  of  reading  in  their  own 
schools  and  to  put  the  matter 
right,  he  added. 

The  teaching  of  reading  to 
seven  to  11-year-olds  in  one  in 
five  schools  was  poor,  said  a 
report  from  the  school  inspec¬ 
tors,  while  the  National 
Foundation  for  Educational 
Research  said  that  standards 
bad  (alien  during  the  late 
1980s. 

Enquiries  were  set  up  last 
summer  by  John  MacGregor 
the  previous  education  sec¬ 
retary,  after  claims  that  read¬ 
ing  standards  had  fallen 
dramatically,  and  that  modern 
leaching  methods  were  to 
blame.  The  school  inspectors, 
who  visited  120  schools,  and 
drew  on  the  experience  of 
3,000  others,  showed  that 
reading  standards  were  sat¬ 
isfactory  or  better  in  80  per 
cent  of  schools. 

“That  leaves  a  deplorable 
figure  of  20  per  cent  where  it  is 
less  than  satisfactory,”  said 
Mr  Oarke.  “I  am  determined 
that  we  should  achieve  better 
standards.  They  are  not  good 
enough  and  we  all  need  to 
address  ourselves  to  the  task 
of  improving  them,  to  bring 
all  schools  up  to  the  standards 
of  the  best. 

“Reading  is  the  basic  skill 
that  children  must  have  to 
take  advantage  of  all  the  other 
education  stalls  that  are  nec¬ 
essary  for  a  proper  and  full 
qualily  of  life.” 

Mr  Clarke  said  that  the 
inspectors  had  found  that 
Continued  on  page  22,  col  3 
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Troops  guard  key  sites 
amid  Lithuania  rallies 


LITHUANIA,  the  first  Soviet 
republic  to  declare  indepen¬ 
dence,  appeared  last  night  to 
have  been  singled  -out  for 
tough  treatment  by  Moscow  as 
the  local  capital  of  Vilnius  was 
shaken  by  rival  demonstra¬ 
tions  and  military 
manoeuvres. 

Six  armoured  vehicles  were 
deployed  for  much  of  the  day 
outside  the  republic's  radio 
and  television  station,  and 
troops  guarded  key  positions 
as  pro-independence  and  anti¬ 
independence  activists  rallied 
outside  the  local  parliament 
and  held  angry  public  debates. 

Lithuania’s  internal  pol¬ 
itical  crisis,  which  prompted 
the  cabinet  to  resign  on  Tues¬ 
day  night,  continued  unabated 
as  the  former  prime  minister, 
Kazinricra  Prunskiene,  pre¬ 
dicted  bitterly  that  her  succes¬ 
sor  would  be  unable  to  stay  in 
power  for  more  than  three 
months.  In  Moscow,  a  defence 
ministry  spokesman  told  Tass 
that  several  para  troop  units 
had  been  sent  to  Lithuania  to 
enforce  conscription,  and  he 
insisted  that  no  reinforce¬ 
ments  had  been  sent  to  the 
other  six  republics  where  the 
Kremlin  has  pledged  to  end 
draft-dodging . 

The  spokesman,  replying  to 
White  House  charges  that  the 
latest  Soviet  actions  could 
exacerbate  political  tension, 
said  Monday’s  pledge  to  hunt 
down  missing  conscripts  in 


From  Bruce  Clark  in  Moscow 

the  Baltic  republics,  Armenia, 
Georgia,  Moldavia  and  the 
Ukraine  did  not  necessarily 
imply  the  automatic  despatch 
of  extra  troops  to  those  re¬ 
gions.  In  regions  other  than 
Lithuania,  the  roundup  would 
in  the  first  instance  be  carried 
out  by  troops  already  there. 

Tass  meanwhile  denounced 
the  White  House  spokesman. 
Marlin  Fitzwater.  for 
condemning  Moscow's  de¬ 
cision  to  send  paratroops  in, 
saying  that  his  statement  “can 
only  be  interpreted  as  an  open 
attempt  to  interfere  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  the  Soviet 
Union”.  The  defence  min¬ 
ister,  Dmitri  Ya2ov.  is  under¬ 
stood  to  have  told  Soviet 
parliamentarians,  meeting  in 
closed  session,  thal  three 
“battalions”  of  paratroopers, 
which  in  the  Soviet  army 
would  amount  to  approxi¬ 
mately  1,000  men,  have  been 
deployed  in  the  Vilnius  area. 

The  Estonian  prime  min¬ 
ister,  EdgarSavisaar.  who  met 
Marshal  Yazov  in  Moscow, 
indicated  that  he  had  secured 
a  promise  that  no  extra  troops 
would  be  sent  to  his  republic 
at  least  until  Monday. 

In  what  appears  to  have 
been  a  constructive  meeting, 
Kremlin  defence  chiefs  agreed 
to  establish  a  joint  com¬ 
mission  with  the  Estonian 
authorities  to  regulate 
“contentious  questions  con¬ 
nected  with  the  deployment  of 


Soviet  armed  forces  in  Esto¬ 
nia”.  Marshal  Yazov  clearly 
took  a  somewhat  softer  line 
than  the  Baltic  military  com¬ 
mander,  who  on  Monday  told 
ail  three  of  the  region’s  gov¬ 
ernments  that  extra  para¬ 
troopers  were  already  on  their 
way. 

A  delegation  from  Lithua¬ 
nia  is  due  to  meet  the  defence 
chiefs  today.  One  of  that 
republics  best-known  poli¬ 
ticians.  Nikolai  Medvedev, 
said  yesterday  he  had  wanted 
Marshal  Yazov  that  the  terri¬ 
tory  could  rapidly  turn  into 
another  Northern  Ireland.  “1 
told  him  that  any  incautious 
action  could  lead  to  the 
Ulsterization  of  Lithuania, 
because  when  you  drive  your 
opponent  underground,  he 
will  resort  to  terrorism.”  the 
pro-independence  deputy 
said. 

Meanwhile,  the  parliament 
of  Georgia  in  the  south  re¬ 
jected  an  ultimatum  to  with¬ 
draw  Georgian  police  from  the 
troubled  territory  of  South 
Ossetia.  It  said  any  attempt  by- 
Moscow  to  remove  them  by 
force  would  be  “an  effective 
declaration  of  war”.  In 
another  challenge  to  President 
Gorbachev,  the  Russian  presi¬ 
dent.  Boris  Yeltsin,  de¬ 
nounced  any  use  of  force  to 
bring  rebellious  republics  to 
heel. 

Leading  article,  page  13 


Electricity 
sale  set  at 
60%  stake 


By  Martin  Waller 

THE  government  has  an¬ 
nounced  an  apparent  climb- 
down  in  its  sale  of  the  two 
electricity  generation  com¬ 
panies  in  England  and  Wales, 
due  next  month,  by  deciding 
to  float  just  60  per  ceot  of 
them  on  the  stock  market  and 
to  keep  a  40  per  cent  stake  in 
the  two  companies  for  sale  in 
two  or  more  years’  time. 

The  decision  will  be  regret¬ 
ted  in  the  City  and  the  electric¬ 
ity  industry.  National  Power 
and  PowerGen,  which  have 
suffered  various  government- 
inspired  U-turns  on  their  way 
to  the  market,  want  to  leave 
public  ownership  entirely. 

The  derision  was  an¬ 
nounced  last  night  on  the  eve 
of  a  £7  million  advertising 
campaign  promoting  the  sale 
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Commuters  vent  their  anger  on  Essex  police 


By  Michael  Horsnell 

AN  ARMY  of  frustrated  British  Rail 
commuters  brought  a  town  centre  to  a 
standstill  in  a  demonstration  of 
commuter  power  after  their  trains 
were  terminated  15  miles  from  their 
destination  in  darkest  Essex. 

More  than  a  thousand  passengers 
on  the  notoriously  unreliable  and 
antiquated  Fenchurch  Street  line  out 
of  London  were  dumped  in  the  centre 
of  Laindon  after  gales  and  rain 
brought  down'  power  lines  on  the 
route  to  Southend 
The  outpouring  of  anger,-  to  which 
police  were  called  as  scuffles  occured, 
coincided  with  warnings  from  psychi¬ 
atrists  yesterday  that  commuters  will 
be  under  greater  stress  than  normal 


after  the  Cannon  Street  train  crash. 
But  a  British  Transport  police  spokes¬ 
man  attributed  said  it  was  a  more 
basic  desire  by  passengers  to  vent 
their  frustration  and  go  home.Twenty 
Essex  policemen  were  called  out  to 
control  traffic  winch  had  been  brought 
to  a  standstill  and  prevent  public 
disorder  as  skirmishes  broke  ouL 
Passengers  using  the  service,  which 
was  condemned  by  Sir  Robert  Reid, 
the  retiring  British  Rail  chairman  two 
years  ago  as  “wholly  unacceptable”, 
bad  been  trapped  on  trains  for  up  to 
three  hours  before  being  told  to 
disembark  at  Laiiidon. 

British  Rail  promised  to  lay  on 
special  buses,  but  by  7pm  on  Tuesday 
only  three  had  arrived  and  jostling  for 
a 


seats  led  to  frayed  tempers.  Some 
passengers,  who  are  used  to  a  90  per 
cent  late  arrival  rate,  tried  to  stop  cars 
to  beg  for  liftSwA  police  spokesman 
said:  “Some  passengers  had  been 
stuck  on  trains  for  two  to  three  hours 
and  a  potential  public  order  situation 
began  to  develop. 

“Some  of  our  officers  had  to  face 
abuse  from  irate  members  of  the 
public.  After  three  hours  sufficient 
buses  were  provided  to  clear  the 
majority  of  passengers  and  the  line 
was  reopened.  No  arrests  were  made.” 

A  British  Rail  spokesman  said: 
“People  were  fighting  to  get  on  the 
buses  first.  We  phoned  about  eight 
bus  companies  but  some  promised 
more  buses  than  they  actually  seru. 


We  put  up  posters  at  Fenchurch  Street 
station  and  two  members  of  staff  were 
there  to  explain  the  situation.” 

Dr  Peter  White,  a  consultant 
psychiatrist  at  St  Bartholomew's  Hos¬ 
pital,  London  where  many  of  the 
Cannon  Street  victims  were  taken, 
said:  “Commuting  is  stressful  at  any 
time.  There  is  more  stress  when  the 
train  is  overcrowded  and  the  longer 
the  journey  the  greater  the  stress. 

*  People  wiD  be  more  stressed  after 
seeing  the  pictures  of  the  crash.  But  it 
would  be  wrong  to  assume  that  what 
happened  on  the  Fenchurch  Street 
line  was  a  result  ofthe  crash.”  . 

Crash  victim,  page  2 
Safety  costs,  page  12 


The  Sun  SPARCsfation  IPC. 

The  Wall  Street  Journal  recently  rati  a  news 
hem  about  workstations,  saying  that  they  are 
only  used  by  scientific  and  technical  people. 
Implying  perhaps  that  common-or-garden  PCs 
will  suffice  for  us  business/financial  users. 

At  Morse,  we  have  an  additional  news  item. 
The  new  £6995  Sun  Microsystems  IPC  brings 
boffin  power  to  every  desk.  Running  Lotus 
1-2-3  and  WordPerfect  as  well  as  super¬ 
powerful  Unix  software.  Like  Frame-Maker. 
Umplex.  Interleaf.  Informix.  And  the  new 
presentation-quality  WINGZ  spreadsheet. 

Morse  also  offer  our  optional  Synergy  386 
card.  It  plugs  into  the  Sun  IPC,  letting  it  run 
DOS  and  UNIX  programs  side-by-side. 
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Labour  wants  £90m 
subsidy  restored 
to  ensure  rail  safety 

By  Michael  Dynes,  transport  correspondent 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  JANUARY  10  1S91  j 


THE  government  must  aban¬ 
don  plans  to  abolish  Network 
SouthEasfs  £90  million  sub¬ 
sidy  by  next  year,  “and  return 
the  money  to  the  cash-starved 
railway*',  John  Prescott,  Lab¬ 
our’s  transport  spokesman, 
told  Malcolm  Rifkind,  the 
transport  secretary,  yesterday 

Daring  a  meeting  with  Mr 
Rifkind,  arranged  weeks  be¬ 
fore  the  Cannon  Street  rail 
accident  on  Tuesday,  in  which 
one  person  died,  Mr  Prescott 
called  for  a  rethink  of  govern¬ 
ment  policy  on  subsidising  the 
national  rail  network  “in  the 

Victim  of 
crash 
is  named 

THE  crash  victim  was  named 
yesterday  as  Martin  Strivens, 
aged  24,  of  Orpington,  Kent,  a 
computer  programmer  whose 
employers  said  his  death 
would  set  back  his  depart¬ 
ment’s  work  by  six  months 
(Nicholas  Watt  writes). 

Mr  Strivens  died  after 
severe  head  and  abdominal 
injuries  and  a  heart  attack 
caused  by  heavy  blood  loss. 

Skandinaviska  Enskilda 
Banfccn.  a  bank  next  to  Can¬ 
non  Street  station,  sought  Mr 
Strivens  out  in  October  to 
work  for  the  company. 
Adrian  Bennett,  administra¬ 
tion  manager  at  the  bank,  said 
fears  that  Mr  Strivens  might 
have  been  a  victim  grew 
during  Tuesday  morning. 

He  said  that  when  one 
employee  arrived  with  an 
injured  shoulder  the  company 
started  to  telephone  to  see  who 
was  not  at  work.  “We  started 
eliminating  everyone  on  the 
list.  It  was  quite  early  when  we 
realised  he  was  on  the  train, 
but  for  several  hours  we  had 
no  information,”  he  said. 

Mr  Strivens’s  brother,  An¬ 
drew,  aged  20,  a  British  Rail 
guard  at  Orpington,  made 
repeated  attempts  to  find  out 
what  had  happened.  “I  knew 
it  was  Martin's  train,  so  I  rang 
the  emergency  numbers  but  I 
just  couldn’t  get  through.” 

Police  arrived  at  about  3pm 
at  the  family  home  to  confirm 
the  death  of  his  brother,  who 
lived  with  Andrew,  their  par¬ 
ents  Pat  and  Jack  and  elder 
brother  Duncan. 


interests  of  passenger  safety”. 
In  British  Rail’s  corporate 
plan,  which  was  published  in 
1989  and  is  due  to  be  updated 
in  the  next  few  months,  the 
government  specified  that 
British  Rail  most  improve  its 
financial  performance  so  that 
all  subsidy  for  Network  South- 
East  can  be  eliminated  by  next 
year. 

Demanding  a  public  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  Cannon  Street 
accident,  Mr  Prescott  also 
called  on  the  government  to 
empower  the  Health  and 
Safety  Executive  to  create  a 
monitoring  body  to  ensure 
that  British  Rail  adheres  to  the 
recommended  limits  on  pas¬ 
senger  overcrowding. 

Recommendation  60  of  the 
report  into  fire  triple-rail  crash 
at  Clapham  Junction  in  1988, 
by  Sir  Anthony  Hidden,  QC. 
called  on  British  Rail  to  limit 
numbers  of  passengers  stand¬ 
ing  on  trains  to  10  per  cent  of 
seats  available.  Mr  Prescott 
said  there  were  growing  in¬ 
dications  that  British  Rail  had 
foiled  to  honour  that  recom¬ 
mendation,  and  there  was  no 
independent  organisation  to 
monitor  its  performance. 

Mr  Rifkind  described  the 
talks  as  useful  and  construc¬ 
tive,  although  he  is  under¬ 
stood  to  have  told  Mr  Prescott 
that  the  subsidy  reductions 
were  made  possible  only 
because  of  British  Rail's  re¬ 
cent  productivity  and  eff¬ 
iciency  gains,  which  were 
unrelated  to  investment  in 
improved  rail  safety. 

Early  indications  are  that 
the  Inspectorate  of  Railways 
will  be  conducting  a  public 
enquiry  into  the  Cannon 
Street  accident  under  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  the  Health  and 
Safety  at  Work  Act,  rather 
than  a  private  enquiry  under 
the  Railway  Regulatory  Acts. 
A  decision  on  the  form  of  the 


Hydraulic  ram 
buffers 

Hydraulic  ram  buffers 
are  used  in  stations 
where  space  is  Bmftad 
but  offer  3ft 
of  resistance 
on  impact ... 

3ft  Concrete 
block 


enquiry  rests  with  Mr  Rifkind. 
Separate  enquiries  will  be 
conducted  by  British  Trans¬ 
port  Police  and  British  R afl. 

The  report-by  the  Inspector 
of  Railways  is  unlikely  to  be 
completed  for  two  years.  The 
enquiry  by  the  British  Trans¬ 
port  Police  wQ]  be  to  establish 
whether  there  are  any  grounds 
for  a  criminal  prosecution  and 
will  not  be  published,  while 
British  Rail's  report  could  be 
completed  within  two  weeks. 

Although  human  error  has 
still  not  been  ruled  out,  leav¬ 
ing  brake  failure  as  one  pos¬ 
sible  explanation  for  the  crash, 
rail  experts  are  continuing  to 
speculate  about  the  reasons 
for  the  severity  of  the  Hnmag* 
to  the  commuter  train  from 
Sevenoaks. 

Richard  Hope,  editor  of 
Railway  Gazette,  suggested 
that  the  type  ofbuffers  used  at 
Cannon  Street  station  could 
have  exacerbated  the  struc¬ 
tural  HamaggL  Because  of  the 
limited  space  at  Gannon 
Street,  British  Rail  installed 
hydraulic  ram  buffers,  which 
offer  only  three  feet  of  resis¬ 
tance  in  the  face  of  an  on¬ 
coming  train. 

According  to  Mr  Hope,  the 
Goodwin  Warren  friction 
buffers  used  at  many  other 
British  Rail  termini  would 
have  caused  for  less  damage 


Friction  buffers  slide  along  the 
track  in  the  event  of  a  col¬ 
lision,  picking  up  a  series  of 
additional  clamps  over  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  between  15  to  25  feet, 
effectively  bringing  the  train 
to  a  gradual  rather  thaw  an 
abrupt  halt,  Mr  Hope  said. 

Structurally  weak  1950s 
rolling  stock,  the  amount  of 
overcrowding,  and  the  num¬ 
bers  of  passengers  who  stood 
up  ready  to  disembark  were 
still  being  advanced  last  night 
as  the  primary  reasons  for  the 
excessively  high  casualty  rate. 


Commuters  face  7.58  again 


COMMUTERS  injured  in  the 
Cannon  Street  rail  crash  were 
back  on  the  same  train  to  work 
yesterday,  nervous  but  deter¬ 
mined  to  beat  their  fears, 
Shane  Wheeler,  aged  23,  a 
printer  from  Forest  HSU, 
southeast  London,  who  was 
badly  cut  on  the  head,  said: 
“This  morning’s  journey  was 
traumatic  —  not  just  for  me, 
but  for  everyone  else  who  was 
on  yesterday’s  train.  But  you 
just  have  to  get  on  and  live.” 

When  the  7.58am  from 
Sevenoaks  crashed,  Mr 
Wheeler  was  in  the  guard’s 
compartment  of  the  first 
coach,  and  yesterday  be  de¬ 
cided  to  travel  in  the  same 
place.  It  was  normal,  he  said, 
for  passengers  to  travel  there 
when  trains  were  full, 
dive  Grindley,  aged  55, 


By  Nicholas  Watt 

who  works  for  a  City  in¬ 
surance  firm,  sat  yesterday  in 
the  same  seat  in  the  fifth 
coach,  which  bore  the  brunt  of 
the  impact  in  Tuesday’s  crash. 
He  was  not  worried  about 
taking  the  train  that  he  has 
been  catching  for  18  years.  But 
he  was  the  only  member  of  a 
“small  club”  of  commuters 
who  meet  at  Sevenoaks  most 
mornings  to  c«idi  the  7.58am. 
Barry  Broughton,  aged  51, 
who  sat  near  him  on  Tuesday, 
stayed  at  home  yesterday 
nursing  a  sore  face. 

Sophie  Crane,  aged  18, 
whose  elbows  were  badly  cut 
on  Tuesday,  said  she  had  been 
told  by  her  supervisor  that  she 
could  have  yesterday  off  work; 
but  she  decided  to  go  in  on  the 
same  train,  which  was  notice¬ 
ably  less  crowded,  rather  than 


sit  at  home  just  worrying. 

John  Prescott,  Labour’s 
transport  spokesman,  toured 
Cannon  Street  and  London 
Bridge  stations  yesterday  with 
John  Ellis,  general  manager  of 
BR’s  southern  region.  Mr 
Prescott  said  that  tire  surge  of 
passengers  boarding  trains  at1 
London  Bridge  to  travel  to 
Cannon  Street  overloaded 
trains  severely.  That  habit 
might  have  to  change.  Mr 
Prescott  later  met  Malcolm 
Rifkind,  the  transport  sec¬ 
retary,  to  talk  about  rail  safety. 
□  A  disgruntled  commuter, 
Nicholas  Samengo-Turner, 
aged  36,  a  Gty  financier,  from 
Wickham  brook,  Suffolk,  said 
yesterday  that  he  is  to  sue 
British  Rail  for  causing  him 
distress  as  a  result  of  “its 
inadequate  service”. 


Mega  Sale 

ends  Saturday. 


r 


Book  a  holiday  with  us  by  12th  January  and  you  could  save  up 
to  £150  per  person. 

The  offers  are  for  all  overseas  summer  holidays  and  flights  taken 
from  Summer  ’91  brochures  and  for  departures  between  the  1st  April 
and  31st  October  from  Year  Round  brochures.  All  we  ask  is  that  you 
take  out  our  holiday  insurance  at  the  time  of  booking. 

Remember,  no  one  takes  off  more  —  and  these  are  our 
biggest  discounts  even 

So  visit  your  local  Lunn  Poly  now. 


▲ 


Getaway  for  less  at  Lunn  Poly 


Lending  support;  Bernadette 
McAliskey  (right),  the  forma-  MP, 
accompanying  Anna-Rose  Doherty, 
wife  of  one  of  the  crew  members  of  the 
Eksund  U,  and  her  two  daughters  as 
they  wait  for  the  start  of  the  third  day 
o i  the  crew’s  trial  In  Paris  yesterday. 
Judge  Marline  Amani,  concluded  the 
trial  but  said  a  verdict  would  not  be 
deUvored  on  the  five  Irish  crew 


members  charged  with  transporting 
arms,  importing  prohibited  mer¬ 
chandise  and  using  forged  documents, 
until  March  6.  They  are  alleged  to 
have  been  smuggling  surface-to-air 
missiles,  gnus  and  explosives  from 
Libya  to  the  IRA.  Patrick  Lalonde,  for 
the  prosecution,  had  asked  on  Tuesday 
that  sentences  of  seven  years  be  given 
to  James  Doherty,  Janies  Coll  and 


Gabriel  deary-  He  called  for  Henry 
Cairns  to  be  jailed  for  five  years  and 
for  a  sentence  of  seven  years  to  be 
given  to  Adrian  Hopkins,  the  skipper, 
who  is  being  tried  in  his  absence.  The 
Panamanian  freighter  was  seized  by 
French  customs  officers  off  the  Brit¬ 
tany  coast  in  October  1987,  when  the 
arms  worth  £3.5  million  w ere  found  on 
board. 


Gas  workers  offered  9%  rise 


By  Tim  Jones,  employment  correspondent 


BRITISH  Gas  last  night  of¬ 
fered  a  9  percent  pay  rise  to  its 
28,000  blue  collar  workers  and 
rejected  as  totally  unrealistic 
union  demands  for  a  20  per 
cent  increase. 

After  the  adjournment  of 
talks  in  London,  union  leaders 
said  that  they  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  press  ahead  with 


their  inflflrirrn.hrrei  lrfnp  Harm 

for  one  of  the  highest  pay  rises 
in  industry. 

A  spokesman  for  British 
Gas  said  that  the  claim  ig¬ 
nored  completely  the  current 
economic  climate  and  the 
company’s  responsibilities  to 
its  18  million  customers.  “We 
have  made  a  realistic  offer 


which  recognises  the  contin¬ 
uing  contribution  of  our 
employees  to  improved 
productivity.” 

Union  negotiators  wens 
particularly  angry  that  the 
company  had  failed  to  re¬ 
spond  to  its  demands  for  a  2 Vi- 
hour  reduction  in  the  working 
week  to  35  hours  and  for  full 


Monet  puts  academy  back  in  profit 


By  Simon  Tajt.  arts  correspondent 


THE  Royal  Academy  has 
been  saved  from  deficit  by  its 
most  successful  exhibition, 
Roger  de  Grey,  the  president, 
said  yesterday.  A  £549,000 
loss  on  1989  was  turned  into  a 
small  surplus”  thanks  largely 
to  the  exhibition  Monet  in  the 
90s:  the  series  paintings. 

"Monet  paid  off  our  deficit, 
repaid  our  debt  to  the  dev¬ 
elopment  trust  from  which  we 
borrowed  £400,000,  and 
helped  to  finance  the  current 
Egon  Schiele  exhibition,”  Mr 
de  Grey  said.  Piers  Rodgers, 
the  academy  secretary,  added: 
“We  would  rather  make  the 
surpluses  before  we  make  the 


deficits,  but  you  have  to  take 
the  rough  with  the  smooth.” 

Earlier  in  the  year  The  Art  of 
Photography,  the  academy’s 
first  photographic  exhibition, 
became  the  most  popular  in 
Britain,  with  188,000  visits. 

The  Monet  exhibition,  from 
September  7  to  December  9, 
had  658,000  visitors.  It  was  on 
for  a  shorter  period  than  other 
exhibitions  which  recorded 
slightly  higher  totals,  but  the 
dally  attendance  o£295  made 
it  the  most  pojwlar.  fr  was  also 
the  most  expensive,  with  the 
first  £5  admission  for  an 
academy  exhibition.  An 
experiment  with  pre-booking 


is  to  be  adopted  for  all 
academy  exhibitions. 

The  annual  report  shows 
that  the  academy  had  956.000 
visitors  in  aS,  21  per  cent 
more  than  1989.  For  1991  the 
high  point  is  to  be  the  opening 
of  the  £9.5  million  redevelop¬ 
ment,  with  the  conversion  of 
the  Diploma  Galleria. 

□  Almost  £3  million  was 
distributed  to  authors  last  year 
as  a  result  of  public  library 
loans  of  Their  books,  with  55 
receiving  the  maximum  of 
£6,000.  For  the  tenth  year  in 
succession  Catherine  Cookson 
has  the  most  titles  in  the  list 
with  22. 


consolidation  of  bonus  and 
supplementary  payments.  Ed¬ 
die  Newall,  national  energy 
officer  for  the  GMB  general 
union,  said  the  union  was 
insisting  that  the  company 
should  address  all  elements  of 
the  rlflim. 

The  GMB  claims  that  Brit¬ 
ish  Gas  pays  much  leas  than 
comparable  industries  on  ba¬ 
sic  rates  and  that  a  big  pay  rise 
is  needed  to  counter  a  drastic 
d«cime  in  morale. 

Meanwhile,  leaders  of  Brit¬ 
ain’s  biggest  union,  the  trans¬ 
port  workers,  have  become  the 
first  to  agree  to  a  pay  freeze  to 
safeguard  the  jobs  of  their 
members  at  a  company  facing 
financial  difficulties  because 


of  the  recession. 

The  800  workers  at  London 
Carriers  International,  a  dist¬ 
ributor  of  electrical  goods,  had 
expected  a  pay  rise  from  the 
first  of  tins  month  but  agreed 
to  a  sxx-manth  freeze. 

Union  leaden  .  recom¬ 
mended -workers  to  accept  a 
rise  of  between  8.7S  per  cent 
and  9.25  percent  from  June  1, 
equivalent  to  a  12-month  deal 
ofbetween  4.4  percent  and  4.6 
percent 


Tenants  face  eviction 
after  race-hate  claim 


By  Craig  Seton 


A  COUNCIL  has  won  a  court 
order  to  evict  a  family  alleged 
to  have  subjected  Asian  neigh¬ 
bours  to  a  sustained  campaign 
of  racial  abuse. 

Sandwell  council,  in  the 
West  Midlands,  is  believed  to 
be  the  first  outside  London  to 
gain  a  possession  order  solely 
on  grounds  of  racial  harass¬ 
ment  by  a  tenant  The  Com¬ 
mission  for  Racial  Equality 
yesterday  welcomed  the  ac¬ 
tion  as  a  warning  to  others  and 
a  sign  that  ethnic  minorities 
were  more  willing  to  give 
evidence  of  racial  abuse. 

West  Bromwich  county 
court  granted  the  order  against 
Hilda  Carter  and  her  two  adult 
sons  after  they  were  alleged  to 
have  racially  harassed  their 
neighbours,  Amrick  Samra, 
aged  46,  and  his  wife, 
Mohinder,  and  their  six  child¬ 
ren,  at  Cape  Hill,  Smethwick. 

Mrs  Carter  was  given  until 
February  4  to  leave  her  coun¬ 
cil  flat  six  doors  from  the 


Samras,  who  claimed  yester¬ 
day  to  have  been  attacked  and 
verbally  abased,  and  to  have 
had  bottles  thrown  at  them. 

The  council  claimed  that 
Mrs  Carter  had  broken  her 
tenancy  agreement  and  said 
that  it  bad  no  obligation  to 
rehouse  her.  Peter  Hargreaves, 
its  housing  director,  said:  “We 
have  a  clear  policy  that  where 
complaints  are  made  we  win 
take  action.”  He  said  the 
council  bad  monitored  the 
Samra  family’s  complaints  be¬ 
fore  acting. 

Mrs  Carter,  a  widow,  aged 
60,  said  yesterday:  “I  am 
innocent  I  have  not  done 
anything  to  deserve  eviction, 
and  I  intend  to  fight  it  I  have 
no  idea  where  I  shall  go.  I 
think  the  other  family  are 
picking  on  us  because  we  are 
white.  What  the  council  has 
done  to  us  is  racist” 

Mr  Samra’s  daughter  Har¬ 
binger,  aged  17,  raid:  “Our 
life  has  been  made  hefl.” 


Crusading  father  of 
the  House  to  retire 

By  Richard  Ford,  political  correspondent 


THE  Commons  is  to  lose  one 
of  its  indefatigable  campaign¬ 
ers  with  the  retirement  at  the 
next  general  election  of  Sir 
Bernard  Brain  e,  the  father  of 
the  House. 

An  ardent  crusader  against 
all  that  he  believes  has  under¬ 
mined  the  common  decency 
of  British  fife,  his  voice  has 
boomed  and  his  arms  have 
flailed  against  the  horrors  of 
alcohol,  abortion,  video  nas¬ 
ties  and  the  heroin  trade. 
From  the  Top'  back  benches 
his  volcanic  interruptions  in 
debates  are  often  so  emotional 
that  they  tend  to  overwhelm 
the  message  he  was  delivering. 

Sir  Bernard,  aged  76,  a 
kindly  man  and  traditional 
right-wing  patriot,  has  man¬ 
aged  to  transcend  party  lines 
during  his  40  years  in  the 
Commons.  In  recent  years  he 
has  been  at  the  forefront  of  the 
campaigns  to  reform  the  abor¬ 
tion  law  and  to  change  the 
regulations  so  that  alleged  war 


criminals  in  the  UK  can  be 
brought  to  trial. 

Passed  over  for  ministerial 
office  in  1970  by  Edward 
Heath,  Sir  Bernard  said  that 
since  then  he  had  based  his 
work  on  advice  given  by  his 
Late  wife.  Kathleen:  “She  said: 
‘Play  it  to  your  advantage,  be 
your  own  man',  and  that  is 
what  I  have  always  tried  to 
do.” 

Sir  Bernard  will  be  suc¬ 
ceeded  as  father  of  the  House 
by  Mr  Heath,  who  in  1950 
took  the  oath  as  an  MP  only 
minutes  after  him.  Last  night 
Mr  Heath’s  office  confirmed 
that  he  would  stand  at  the  next 
general  election. 

Sir  Bernard  was  first  elected 
as  an  MP  in  1950  in  the 
Billericay  constituency  and 
has  won  a  further  1 1  consec¬ 
utive  elections.  He  is  MP  for 
Castle  Point,  a  southeast  Essex 
constituency,  and  had  a 
majority  of  19,248  at  the  1 987 
general  election. 


f  50m  in 
cocaine 
seized  in 
Scotland 

Customs  and  police  officers  in 
Scotland  have  made  what  is 
believed  to  be  the  biggest 
seizure  of  cocaine  in  the 
United.  Kingdom  (Kerry  Gill 
writes). 

It  is  understood  that  a  half  a 
tonne  of  cocaine  with  a  street 
value  of  £50  million  was 
intercepted  in  an  operation, 
codenamed  KVondyke.  in  a 
remote  part  of  northwest 
Scotland. 

Customs  confirmed  the  sei¬ 
zure  last  night  and  in  London 
a  spokesman  said  that  half  a 
tonne  of  cocaine  was  recov¬ 
ered.  It  is  believed  to  have 
been  moved  out  of  the  High¬ 
lands  to  a  secure  location  and 
that  any  trial  may  be  held 
away  from  the  Highlands. 

A  customs  source  said  the 
operation  had  been  aimed 
originally  at  a  specific  group  of 
suspected  hashish  smugglers. 

Sheep  fear  over 

Controls  on  the  slaughter  and 
movement  of  sheep  are  to  be 
lifted  in  part  of  Cumbria  still 
contaminated  by  radioactive 
fallout  from  Chernobyl,  the 
agriculture  ministry  said  yes¬ 
terday.  From  Monday  22,000 
sheep  on  nearly  40  Harms  will 
be  removed  from  restrictions 
imposed  in  September  1986. 
About  130,000  sheep  in  Cum¬ 
bria.  as  well  as  in  areas  of 
Scotland.  Wales  and  Northern 
Ireland,  will  still  be  restricted. 

Sale  request 

Die  House  of  Commons  pub¬ 
lic  accounts  committee  has 
asked  Northern  Ireland’s  Ind¬ 
ustrial  Development  Board  to 
sell  some  of  its  1 ,500  acres  and 
36  factories  that  lie  idle.  The 
committee  is  also  concerned 
that  1 22  of  the  260  companies 
renting  property  from  the 
board  owe  £600,000.  Some 
have  gone  out  of  business. 

Tourist  record 

American  visitors  helped  to 
make  October  a  record  month 
for  tourism  in  Britain.  More 
than  330,000  arrived  from  the 
US,  6  per  cent  up  on  October 
1989,  according  to  the  British 
Tourist  Authority.  Overall 
there  were  1 ,450,000  overseas 
visitors,  who  spent  £650  mil¬ 
lion,  an  increase  of  2  per  cent 
on  1989. 

Warm  hotline 

A  telephone  hotline  set  up  by 
Sheffield  council  to  provide 
details  of  a  voluntary  sev¬ 
erance  scheme,  aimed  at  shed¬ 
ding  3,500  jobs  by  Easter  to 
avoid  a  £35  million  deficit, 
received  2,000  calls  in  its  first 
48  hours. 

C  CORRECTIONS  ) 

The  sum  given  in  a  report 
(Jan  7)  as  the  extra  poll  tax 
cost  for  housing  the  homeless 
in  hotels  should  have  been 
£3.79,  not  £20.39.  The  incor¬ 
rect  figure  was  supplied  by  the 
Chartered  Institute  of  Public 
Finance  and  Aooount-ancy. 
Although  the  British  Medical 
Association’s  report  on  pesti¬ 
cides  (Jan  4)  called  for  their 
withdrawal  or  restriction 
where  there  are  serious  con¬ 
cerns  about  safety.  Dr  John 
Inman,  who  helped  to  prepare 
the  report,  asks  us  to  point  out 
that  he  did  not  seek  a  ban.  He 
advocated  caution  in  their  use 
and  a  search  for  more 
epidemiological  evidence. 
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Elvis  elevated  to  classic  radio  status 


By  Meijnda  WrrrerocK. 

MEDIA  CORRESPONDENT 

CLASSICAL  music  enthu¬ 
siasts  awaiting  the  debut  this 
autumn  ofa  national  commer¬ 
cial  “non-pop”  alternative  to 
BBC  Radio  3  could  find 
themselves  listening  to  Elvis 
Presley's  “Heartbreak  Hotel” 
Buddy  Holly’s  “Peggy  Sue”  or 
any  other  golden  oldie  re¬ 
corded  before  January  1, 1960. 

The  Radio  Authority,  which 
yesterday  dislcosed  the  specif¬ 
ications  of  the  new  national 
stereo  FM  licence,  has  decided 
not  only  that  all  music  re¬ 
corded  before  1960  qualifies 
as  “non-pop”,  but  also  that  25 
per  cent  of  the  licensees’ 
musical  output  within  a  three- 
hour  period  can  be  pop. 

With  only  75  per  cent  of  its 
total  output  required  to  be 
music,  and  75  per  cent  of  that 
required  to  be  non-pop,  the 
winner  of  the  licence  could 
broadcast  up  to  29  minutes  of 
pop  or  rock  every  hour  if  there 
was  eight  minutes  of  advertis¬ 
ing  an  hour. 

Alan  Kilkenny  of  Classic 
FM,  a  consortium  bidding  for 
die  FM  licence,  said:  “A 
successful  station  has  to  have 
a  clear  identity.  For  a  rock 
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Lord  Chaffoaf,  chairman 
station  to  hide  under  sheep's 
clothing  would  be  both  diffi¬ 
cult  and  dirappointing  for 
millions  who  tool  to  hear 
classical  music.” 

Tim  Scboon  maker,  manag¬ 
ing  director  of  EMAP  Radio 
who  conducted  Rock  FM's 
unsuccessful  attempt  last  au¬ 
tumn  to  persuade  the  govern¬ 
ment  that  rode  was  non-pop, 
said:  “Anyone  setting  out  to 
pull  a  fast  one  because  of  this 
technical  loophole  is  probably 
wasting  their  time.  It  would  be 
wonderful  if  the  authority  had 
come  up  with  clear  guidelines, 
but  in  the  area  of  music  that’s 


of  the  Radio  Authority,  at  its  official  launch  yesterday 


next  to  impossible.” 

Lord  ChaHbnt,  the  Radio 
Authority  chairman,  said  the 
station  would  not  be  allowed 
“to  fill  the  best  hours  of  the 
day  with  pop  because  they 
think:  it  will  be  more  lu¬ 
crative”.  The  authority  will, 
however,  investigate  only 
departures  from  the  pre¬ 
scribed  format  if  it  receives 
complaints,  he  said. 

□  Austin  Mitchell,  the  Lab¬ 
our  MP  who  now  hosts  LBCs 
morning  NewsTalk  in 
London,  is  in  breach  of  new 
Radio  Authority  guidelines  on 
impartiality  preventing  poli¬ 


ticians  from  hosting  radio 
programmes  or  conducting 
interviews. 

Discussions  between  LBC 
and  the  authority  are  taking 
place,  and  it  is  unclear 
whether  Mr  Mitchell,  who  was 
hired  before  the  restrictions 
came  into  force,  will  be  able  to 
work  out  the  remaining  three 
weeks  of  his  contract. 

□  The  Broadcasting  Stan¬ 
dards  Council  is  to  investigate 
a  complaint  about  bad  lan¬ 
guage  in  BBC2*s  Mary 
Whttehause  Experience. 

£1  million  fee,  page  24 
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Male  virility 

problems 

solved 

AN  important  breakthrougfa  in 
the  treatment  of  male  impotence 
has  led  to  unprecedented  success 
in  recent  clinically  controlled 
trials. 

Results  of  the  new  treatment,  on 
4,000  men  has  proved  that  the 
majority  of  sufferers  can  now.be " 
successfully  treated.  A  spokesman 

for  The  London  Diagnostic  Cen¬ 
tre,  a  leading  independent  dinic 
specialising  in  the  fidd  of  male  : 
sexual  problems  said 
yesterday: 

“Male  impotence  affects  far  ■ 
more  men  than  is  realised  md 
many  of  the  cases  previously 
fagtpsed  as  umreatable  have 
o^nefowl  to  resume  a  normal 
s®?  life.  Many  men  are  already 
using  this  thoroughly  tested  and' 
safe  treatment  in  the  privacy  of  . 
their  own  home”.  ' 


«  toe  London  DiV—.- 
offer  expert  help  and  sym- . 


tial  impotence,  prematin 
qaculauon  and  most  other  pn 
chogemc  or  organic  disorders. 

Uyou  would  like  to  know  mot 
ana  discover  bow  you  can  lead 
HfPpy  and  more  fulfilling  sex  lit 
the  coupon  rat  pag 
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If  you’re  ever  taken  ill  you  can’t  always  say 
how  soon  it’ll  be  before  you’re  fit  again. 

That  is  why,  unlike  other  healthcare 
schemes,  Norwich  Union  Healthcare  doesn’t 
put  a  limit  on  the  amount  you  can  claim. 

’  There’s  no  limit  per  year,  no  limit  per  item, 
and  no  limit  even  for  out-patient  treatment. 

What  we  do  limit  is  the  amount  you 
pay,  because  Norwich  Union  Healthcare  is 


also  one  of  the  most  affordable. 

You  can  cover  the  whole  family  for  as  little 
as  £8  a  week  or  from  only  j£3  a  week  per  person. 

For  that,  you’ll  have  all  the  benefits  of 
personal  healthcare  whenever  you  need  it 

So  why  wait  any  longer?  lb  find  out  more 
about  Norwich  Union  Healthcare,  complete 
and  return  the  coupon  below,  or  FREEPHONE 
0800  424242  NOW! 


To:  Norwich  Union  Healthcare  Limited,  FREEPOST,  Eastleigh,  Hampshire  S05  5ZU. 
I  would  like  more  information  on  the  benefits  of  Norwich  Union  Healthcare. 


EJAE 


Mr'Mrs/Misv’Ms . 


Address  —  —  -  ■—  .  -  -  _ 

Tel  No _ 

Insurance  adviser  (if  any) 

080  0  i 2  I  2  4  2  I 

NORWICH  UNION 
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Standard  of 
reading  low  in 
20%  of  schools 
inspectors  say 

By  David  Tytler,  education  editor 
THE  teaching  of  reading  requires 


urgent  atlenuon  in  one  in  five 
infant  and  primary  schools  in  Eng¬ 
land  where  standards  are  poor, 
according  to  a  report  by  schooi 
mspectors  published  yesterday. 
Overall  reading  standards  have 
not  fallen  since  1978,  but  nor  have 
they  risen,  the  inspectors  said. 

In  80  per  cent  of  schools,  read¬ 
ing  standards  were  satisfactory  or 
better,  and  in  30  per  cent  stand¬ 
ards  were  high.  The  inspectors’ 
findings  showed  that  “standards 
are  not  as  high  as  they  need  or 
ought  to  be”,  the  report  said. 

Inspectors  and  the  School 
Examinations  and  Assessment 
Council  were  asked  by  John  Mac¬ 
Gregor,  the  former  education 
secretary,  to  report  on  reading 
standards  after  a  group  of  educat¬ 
ion  psychologists  claimed  that 
their  research  showed  the  biggest 
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Arthur  Miller  meets 
Nelson  Mandela 

'There  were  moments 
when  1  wondered  whether 
I  had  taken  the  correct 
decision  in  getting 
committed  to  the  struggle. 
But  at  the  end  J  would  feel 
that  I  had. . .  the 
certainty  of  our final 
victory  was  always  there’ 
.America’s  greatest  living 
playwright  visits  South 
Africa,  and  talks  to  the 
symbol  of  black  resistance 


The  heat  in 
the  kitchen 

7  believe  that  every  son 
should  build  something 
out  of his  life  for  his 
mothef 

What  Marco  Pierre 
White,  enfant  terrible  of 
British  cuisine,  built  was 
an  international 
reputation  for  food  and 
fury 

Want  to  be 
left  alone? 

‘The  rising  rich  and 
famous  who  want  to  see 
and  be  seen  go  to  St 
Moritz,  while  those  who 
have  arrived  and  do  not. 

come  to  Gstaad ’ 
Shona  Crawford  Poole, 
Travel  Editor,  considers 
how,  why  and  when  this 
Swiss  village  become  a 
byword  for  exclusivity 


fall  in  standards  among  seven- 
year-olds  for  45  years. 

The  psychologists,  from  nine 
local  authorities,  said  that  tests  on 
347,000  pupils  aged  seven  showed 
a  50  per  cent  rise  over  the  previous 
four  years  in  the  number  unable  to 
master  simple  words  and  sen¬ 
tences,  and  blamed  new  tearhing 
methods,  such  as  “teal  books”. 

Inspectors,  during  a  survey  of 
120  primary  schools,  heard  2,000 
pupils  read,  and  found  no  evi¬ 
dence  that  any  one  teaching 
method  is  best  or  that  some  mod¬ 
em  methods  cause  low  standards. 

Methods  currently  used  are: 

□  Phonics:  pupils  are  taught  .to 
analyse  and  build  words  by  sound¬ 
ing  out  letters  and  combinations. 

□  Look  and  say:  pupils  learn  to 
recognise  whole  words  and  sen¬ 
tences  by  their  shape  and  pattern 
and  to  compose  their  own  words 
and  sentences  from  banks  of 
letters  and  words. 

□  Real  books:  pupils  are  moved 
away  from  reading  schemes  and 
are  taught  at  an  early  stage  to 
attempt  to  read  from  attractively 
produced  children’s  books. 

Almost  85  per  cent  of  teachers 
used  a  mixture  of  methods  and  in 
less  than  18  per  cent  of  classes  was 
a  single  method  used  exclusively 
or  even  predominantly.  The 
inspectors  said,  howwven  “There 
was  clear  evidence  that  adherence 
to  a  single  approach,  whatever  foe 
particular  method,  hindered  foe 
children's  reading  development”. 

Most  schools  enlisted  parents  to 
listen  to  children  reading,  and  high 
standards  were  often  found  where 
there  was  strong  parental  Support- 
Difficulties  arose,  the  report  said, 
where  there  was  high  turnover  of 
teachers,  and  25  per  cent  of 
schools  visited  had  seen  more 
than  half  their  teachers  leave 
within  three  years.  Only  one  of 
these  schools  was  achieving  better 
than  satisfactory  standards,  and  in 
half  of  them  reading  was  poor. 

Common  characteristics  of 
schools  achieving  high  standards 
were  firm  leadership  from  the 
head,  a  dear  reading  policy  under¬ 
stood  by  all  staf^  well-managed 
classrooms  able  to  deal  with  the 
needs  of  individual  pupils  and  a 
wide  variety  of  appropriate  books. 

The  single  most  important  fac¬ 
tor  was  the  quality  of  teaching, 
which  was  -  illustrated  by  the 
variation  of  reading  standards 
between  classes  in  the  same 
school  In  poor  classes,  children 
were  not  encouraged  to  take 
responsibility  or  to  show  initia¬ 
tive,  there  was  too  much  noise  and 
the  teacher  was  often  distracted. 

The  report  was  based  on  a 
survey  of  local  authorities  by  the 
National  Foundation  for  Educat¬ 
ional  Research.  Only  26  of  the  94 
education  authorities  in  England 
had  either  gathered  information  or 
were  prepared  to  release  it 
Kenneth  Clarke,  the  education 
secetary,  said  that  he  was  dis¬ 
appointed  in  foe  small  number  of 
authorities  able  to  take  part  in  the 
survey,  but  accepted  that  the 
report  did  indicate  low  standards. 

Letters,  page  13 


Pump  room 
protest  halts 
bulldozers 

By  John  Young 

CONTRACTORS  were  yes¬ 
terday  forced  to  abandon  the 
demolition  of  a  Victorian  pump 
room  on  foe  edge  of  Avon  Gorge 
at  Clifton,  Bristol  after  a 
confrontation  with  angry  pro¬ 
testers.  They  vowed,  however,  to 
try  again  today. 

The  building,  designed  by 
Philip  Munro,  was  opened  in 
1894  as  part  of  a  spa  complex, 
and  was  later  used  as  a  cinema 
and  dance  hall  Although  now  in 
a  dilapidated  state,  its  marble 
Corinthian  columns  and  ornate 
plasterwork  railing*  are  still 
largely  intact 

it  was  removed  from  pro¬ 
tected  building  status  last  year 
against  the  advice  of  English 
Heritage,  the  government’s  adv¬ 
isory  body,  after  an  application 
by  the  owners.  Mount  Charlotte 
Thistle  Hotels. 

plans  to  demolish  the  building 
were  rejected  in  1985  by  Bristol 
city  council  but  foe  decision  was 
overruled  by  foe  environment 
department  Demolition  was 
postponed, '  and  its  survival 
seemed  certain  when  it  was  listed 
in  1989. 

After  Lord  Hesketh,  then  the 


Top,  one  of  the  protesters  who  helped  to  stop  the  demolition  men  surveys  Clifton 
pump  room’s  dilapidated  interior;  above,  the  Victorian  ballroom  In  1953 


minister  responsible  for  historic 
buildings,  agreed  to  “delist”  it, 
foe  council  obtained  an  injunc¬ 
tion,  which  was  overturned  by 
the  county  court  last  Friday.  The 
owners  now  intend  to  build  an 
extension  to  the  Avon  Gorge 
hotel  oh  the  site. 

Conservationists  say  foe  dev¬ 
elopment  would  destroy  not 
only  a  notable  piece  of  Victorian 
architecture  but  foe  upper  ter¬ 
minus  of  an  underground 
funicular  railway,  which  links 
the  pump  room  with  a  riverside  ■ 


walk  at  foe  foot  of  foe  gorge, 
200ft  below. 

Dorothy  Brown,  chairman  of 
foe  Bristol  Visual  and  Environ¬ 
ment  Group,  said  yesterday  that 
the  railway  could  be  revived  as  a 
link  between  the  harbour  and  the 
Bristol  suspension  bridge.  “It  is  a 
feat  of  Victorian  engineering 
which  ranks  alongside  the  bridge 
and  the  SS  Great  Britain,”  she 
said.  The  developers  should  not 
be  allowed  to  get  away  with 
demolishing  a  piece  of  history. 

Clifton  Smith-Cox,  Mount 


Charlotte’s  chairman,  said  that 
to  repair  the  pump  room  was 
totally  unfeasible.  Renovation  of 
the  building  and  the  railway 
would  cost  about  £1  million  and 
the  idea  of  returning  the  railway 
to  use  was  ridiculous. 

An  environment  department 
spokesman  said  that  Lord 
Hesketh  bad  looked  carefully  at 
the  owners’  application  for 
delisting,  and  had  derided  that 
the  building  was  not  of  sufficient 
architectural  merit  to  remain  on 
the  list. 


Three  die 
as  more 
storms 
sweep  in 

By  Lin  Jenkins 
and  Kerry  Gill 

THREE  people  died  as  winds, 
rain  and  and  snow  swept  across 
much  of  Britain  yesterday.  More 
storms  are  expected  to  move  in 
from  foe  Atlantic  but  forecasters 
say  they  wfl]  be  less  severe  and 
that  rain  will  replace  much  of  foe 
snow. 

John  Coleman,  aged  70,  died  in 
Sharpness.  Gloucestershire,  after 
he  was  blown  over  in  a  gale; 
another  man  was  killed  when  foe 
car  he  was  in  overturned  on  black 
ice  near  Warrington,  Cheshire; 
and  David  Hagyard,  of  Skirl  a  ugh, 
a  motorcyclist  aged  1 7,  died  in  a 
crash  with  a  van  in  60  mph  winds 
at  Preston,  near  Hull  Humber¬ 
side.  The  London  Weather  Centre 
said  that  further  gales  from  the 
northwest  would  move  towards 
Scotland  overnight. 

Heavy  snow  closed  roads  in 
Cumbria,  the  cross-Pennine 
routes,  and  Horseshoe  Pass  in 
Snowdonia.  Six  inches  of  snow  fell 
in  three  hours  over  large  areas  of 
Northern  Ireland.  Winds  gusting 
to  gale  force  closed  the  Severn 
Bridge  on  the  M4  and  police 
dosed  the  ThelwaU  viaduct  on  foe 
M6  in  Cheshire  for  a  time  after 
three  high-sided  vehides  were 
blown  over.  A  lorry  driver  was 
taken  to  hospital  after  his  articu¬ 
lated  lorry  toppled  over  on  the  A1 
at  Blyth,  Nottinghamshire. 

Police  in  the  Highlands  were 
searching  in  freezing  weather  last 
night  for  a  man  called  Long,  from 
Hounslow,  west  London,  who 
disappeared  while  apparently 
camping  near  Loch  Ness.  At  the 
most  northerly  point  on  the 
British  mainland.  Dunnet  Head, 
near  John  O’Groats,  foe  search 
was  resumed  for  a  birdwatcher 
aged  70  who  failed  to  return  to  his 
home  in  Thurso  on  Tuesday. 

In  foe  North-East  8,500  homes 
were  blacked  out  overnight  when 
power  lines  were  damaged.  North¬ 
ern  Electric  said  all  but  500  had 
power  restored  by  yesterday  after¬ 
noon;  10,000  homes  in  Lincoln¬ 
shire  had  no  power  for  a  time. 

Police  in  a  Land-Rover  rescued 
a  transplant  team  who  had  be¬ 
come  stranded  in  snow  at 
Sunniside.  Gateshead,  while  coll¬ 
ecting  a  donor  kidney.  The  opera¬ 
tion,  at  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  was 
successfully  completed. 
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Eight  named  to  science  study 


By  Nick  Nuttall 
TECHNOLOGY  CORRESPONDENT 

AN  ENQUIRY  into  science  and 
technology  policy  for  the  coming 
century  was  launched  yesterday  by 
foe  Royal  Society.  The  decision  by 
the  country's  most  distinguished 
scientific  body  comes  at  a  time  of 
concern  about  foe  foie  of  British 
researchers  and  their  projects. 

The  Science  and  Engineering 
Research  Council  (SERC),  one  of 
the  country's  main  funding  bod¬ 
ies,  has  cm  it  grants  programme 
(SERC)  in  an  attempt  to  meet  a 
£40  million  deficit.  Both  the 
Medical  Research  Council  and  foe 
Agricultural  and  Food  Research 


Council  are  also  faring  funding 
difficulties. 

The  society  has  appointed  a 
team  of  eight  senior  fellows,  under 
foe  chairmanship  of  Sir  Michael 
Atiyah,  the  newly  elected  presi¬ 
dent  and  master  of  Trinity  Coll¬ 
ege,  Cambridge. 

They  were  named  yesterday  as 
Professor  Arnold  Wolfendale,  the 
newly-appointed  Astronomer 
Royal;  Dr  John  Skehel  director  of 
the  National  Institute  for  Medical 
Research  at  Mill  Hill,  north 
London;  Lord  Adrian,  master  of 
Pembroke  College,  Cambridge;  Sir 
John  Cadogan,  director  of  re¬ 
search  at  British  Petroleum; 
Professor  David  Davies,  vice- 


Centenary  Crufts  opens  with  record  entry 


By  Craig  Seton 


THE  annual  Crafts  dog  show  be¬ 
gan  yesterday  and  celebrated  its 
cemenaiy  and  a  move  from  Lon¬ 
don  to  Birmingham  with  a  record 
entry  of  23,232  dogs  to  compete 
for  the  most  coveted  canine 
awards  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  start  of  the  four-day  event 
caused  traffic  jams  several  miles 
long  as  exhibitors  and  spectators 
queued  to  get  into  foe  National 
Exhibition  Centre.  A  record 
attendance  of  more  than  100,000 
is  expected  by  Saturday,  when  the 
best  in  show  will  be  selected. 

The  number  of  dogs  entered  in 
1,948  breed  classes  is  57  per  cent 
more  than  last  year's  event  at  Earis 
Court,  London.  The  Kennel  Club, 
which  organises  the  show,  believes 


the  increase  is  due  to  foe  new 
location  and  foe  centenary.  In  the 
year  since  the  last  show,  an 
attempt  to  introduce  dog  registra¬ 
tion  foiled  in  foe  Commons  after  a 
number  of  cases  involving  attacks 
on  children  by  dogs  with  a 
reputation  for  fierceness. 

Tony  Baldry,  the  environment 
under-secretary  responsible  for 
dogs,  visited  Crufts  yesterday  and 
made  a  beeline  for  the  rottweiler 
ring,  where  he  reiterated  the 
government's  determination  to 
deal  with  stray  or  dangerous  dogs, 
irresponsible  owners  and  dogs 
fouling  public  places. 

Away  from  foe  dog  rings  were  a 
host  of  companies  offering  prod¬ 
ucts  to  pamper  animals. 


chancellor  of  Loughborough  uni¬ 
versity;  Professor  John  Dewey,  a 
geologist;  Professor  John  Enderby, 
a  physicist;  and  Professor  Rohm 
May,  a  biologist. 

Dr  Peter  Collins,  of  foe  society’s 
science  poKcy  secretariat,  said  foe. 
committee  would  begin  meeting 
next  month  and  produce  a  full 
report  in  12  to  15  months.  They 
would  try  to  establish  the  frame¬ 
work  for  a  strong  British  research 
base  for  the  next  five  to  ten  years. 

The  committee  will  collate  evi¬ 
dence  from  fellows  of  the  society 
and  from  policy  centres  such  as 
SERC  the  University  Funding 
Council  and  foe  Advisory  Council 
on  Science  and  Technology,  which 
advises  foe  government  on  prior¬ 
ities  for  funding,  including  inter¬ 
national  projects. 

Dr  John  MuJvey,  of  Oxford 
university,  a  spokesman  for  Save 
British  Science,  said  that  foe  move 
was  very  timely. 

“There  are  signs  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  is  prepared  to  listen  and 
that  they  are  aware  there  are  major 
problems.” 

Dr  David  Harrison,  vice-chan¬ 
cellor  of  Exeter  university  and 
president-elect  of  foe  Institution 
of  Chemical  Engineers,  told  foe 
institution’s  annual  conference  in 
Cambridge  yesterday*.  “It  is  clear 
across  the  developed  world  that 
the  funding  of  undergraduate 
teaching  and  fundamental  re¬ 
search  comes  from  general  tax¬ 
ation  and  not  from  industrial  or 
commercial  resources,  save  in¬ 
directly  through  corporation  tax. 

“The  more  people  that  can 
make  this  clear  to  government,  the 
better,”  he  said. 


Labour  wants  public 
Camelford  enquiry 


By  Peter  Victor 


THE  government  was  accused 
yesterday  of  foiling  to  protect  the 
health  of  people  affected  by 
aluminium  sulphate  dumped  in 
water  supplies  at  Camelford, 
north  Cornwall,  as  water  users  and 
scientists  called  for  health  mon¬ 
itoring  of  those  affected,  and  for  a 
public  enquiry. 

Ann  Taylor,  shadow  minister 
for  environmental  protection,  re¬ 
peated  Labour's  demands  fora  full 
public  enquiry  after  South  West 
Water  Authority's  conviction  and 
£10,000  fine  ai  Exeter  crown  court 
on  Tuesday  when  it  admitted 
supplying  water  contaminated 
with  aluminium  sulphate. 

“Tuesday’s  legal  judgment  is  foe 
first  positive  recognition  that  foe 
water  authority  was  liable  for  the 
effects  of  foe  incident  at 
Camelford,"  she  said.  “The  people 
responsible  for  supplying  poi¬ 
soned  water  to  20,000  people  are 
still  in  charge  at  foe  private  South 
West  Water  company.  The  same 
managers  are  benefiting  from  the 
increased  salaries  and  perks  of 
privatisation." 

John  Lewis,  who  was  dismissed 
by  foe  authority  after  foe  incident, 
called  yesterday  for  Keith  Court, 
executive  chairman  of  South  West 
Water,  to  resign.  Mr  Lewis, 
thought  by  some  involved  with 
the  case  to  have  been  made  a 
scapegoat,  said:  “He  did  not 
appear  at  court  to  defend  his 
actions  during  the  incidem.” 

A  steering  group  comprising 


affected  Camelford  residents,  doc¬ 
tors  and  scientists  will  meet  on 
January  22  to  press  for  compensa¬ 
tion  and  a  public  enquiry.  Writs 
seeking  compensation  are  to  be 
issued. 

Elizabeth  Sigmund,  co-ordina¬ 
tor  of  the  South  West  environ¬ 
mental  protection  agency,  said  she 
would  be  pressing  for  a  public 
enquiry.  “We  also  want  long-term 
monitoring  of  the  health  of  foe 
people  aflfected.  It  should  be  paid 
for  by  foe  health  department” 

John  Bull,  senior  lecturer  in 
pollution,  ecology  and  environ¬ 
mental  science  at  the  Polytechnic 
of  the  South  West  said:  “The 
sensible  thing  would  be  to  set  up  a 
long-term  medical  investigation.” 

The  wateT  company  feces  some 
1,000  compensation  claims,  but 
many  have  been  settled  for  up  to 
£800.  Lawyers  representing  the 
outstanding  cases  estimate  that 
2 00  to  300  people  are  pressing 
claims  for  long-term  effects. 

The  privatised  authority  said 
yesterday  that  Mr  Court  had  no 
intention  of  resigning:  “The  in¬ 
cident  took  place  more  than  two 
years  ago.  As  for  as  the  pic  is 
concerned,  foe  criminal  case  was 
against  the  residual  authority.” 
The  authority  is  to  lodge  an  appeal 
and  has  brought  a  civil  action 
against  foe  delivery  company 
whose  driver  pumped  foe  chemi¬ 
cal  into  fresh  water  tanks,  a  High 
Court  hearing  is  scheduled  for 
April  15  next  year. 
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THE  BX 
RENDEZVOUS. 
YOU  COULDN’T 
ASK  FOR  MORE 


(YOU  COULDN’T  ASK  FOR  LESS.  0%  APR:) 


Few  motonsts  will  have  the  pleasure  of  owning 
a  new  Citroen  BX  Rendezvous.  It  is,  after  all,  a  very 
Special  Edition. 

Its  special  metallic  finish  is  complemented  by 
striking  graphics,  and  there  is  a  host  of  extra  equipment 
guaranteed  to  draw  admiring  glances. 

For  the  lucky  few,  the  BX  Rendezvous  has  exclusive 
blue  check  upholstery,  a  glass  sunroof,  tinted  windows' 
(useful  for  avoiding  the  glare  of  ajl  those  who  missed  out) 
and  rear  sunblinds. 

The  seating  provides  the  perfect  place  for  four 
or  five  to  meet  in  comfort,  while  the  boot  is  equally 


CITROEN  BX  14TE  RENDEZVOUS 
ESTIMATED  PRICE  ON  THE  ROAD  £*,5S5tT 


12 

Months 

0% 


36 

Months  _ 

Flat  Rate  0 %  53%  8m9% 

A.P.R.  0 %  13.6%  17.19% 

Initial  Deposit  50 %  25%  70% 

Initial 

Payment  14J97J6  12,148.75  £859 JO 

Monthly  _ 

Payments  £358.12  £216.13  £218.53 

Finance 

Charge  N,L  Hj49.43t  £2,768A4t 

Total 

Payable  £8,595.00  £9J44.43t  ■  £  J1J63J4t 

Applicants  most  be  over  18  yean  of  age  and  credit  worthy.  A  guaran¬ 
tor  may  be  required.  Poll  written '^notations  available  on  request. 
AU  finance  offers  are  subject  to  credit  acceptance,  vehicle  anil- 
ability,  and  relate  to  transactions  completed  before  3 1  January  19SL 
tlnandlng  a  £15  acceptance  fee  payable  with  the  fun  instalment. 


48 

Months 

83% 

17.19% 

70% 


£409736  £2,148.75  £859 JO 


£358.72 


£216.13 


£218.53 


NIL  £lJ49.43t  £2,76894t 

£8J95.00  £9J44.43t  £  11J6394t 


accommodating  with  luggage. 

With  its  lively  and  econoihical  1.4  litre  engine, 
5-speed  gearbox  and  Citrogn’s  unique  self-levelling 
suspension,  the  Rendezvous  makes  the  longest  drive  feel 
like  a  trip  around  the  block. 

And  every  journey  is  assured  by  Citroen  Assist, 
your  free  all-year-round  motoring  protection. 

At  an  on-the-road  price  of  just  £8,595tt  the  Citroen 
BX  Rendezvous  is  a  car  with  everything.  And  with 
0%  APRt  finance,  what  more  could  you  ask? 

For  the  name  and  address  of  your  nearest  Citroen 
dealer,  please  CALL  FREE  ON  0800  262  262  today. 


CITROEN  BX  RENDEZVOUS  □  £8,245: 
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Insurance  firm 
bans  hospitals 

after  ‘1,000% 
costs  mark-up’ 

By  Jui  Sherman,  social  services  correspondent 


A  LEADING  health  insurance 
company  has  blacklisted  a  group 
of  private  hospitals  because  it  says 
that  patients  are  being  over¬ 
charged  for  treatment. 

Western  Provident  Association, 
the  third  largest  private  health 
insurance  firm,  says  that  many 
private  hospitals  are  up 

drugs,  food  and  dressings  by  up  to 
1,000  per  cent.  Hospitals  have 
charged  £130  for  a  tin  of  talram 
powder,  £12.86  for  a  sleeping  pill 
and  £6.80  for  a  strip  of  plaster. 

The  association  yesterday 
blacklisted  the  French-owned 
AMI  hospital  group,  which  has 


Waiting  list 
^  controller 
is  appointed 

WESSEX  area  health  authority 
has  employed  a  trouble-shooter  to 
help  to  reduce  the  number  of 
patients  awaiting  operations.  The, 
authority,  which  covers  Hamp-' 
shire,  has  more  than  55,000  people 
needing  surgery,  with  some  3,500 
having  waited  for  over  two  years. 

Government  funding  has  pro¬ 
vided  £3.5  million  for  extra 
consultants  and  facilities  to  help 
to  reduce  waiting  lists  in  the  region 
and  the  health  authority  hopes 
that  employing  a  managerial 
specialist,  a  former  hospital  man¬ 
ager,  will  enable  an  extra  7,000 
people  a  year  to  be  treated.  1 
Sue  Ponsford,  an  authority 
spokesman,  said:  “The  operations 
concerned  are  for  non-uigent  ad¬ 
missions  such  as  hip  or  knw» 
operations,  which  are  not  life- 
threatening  but  which  can  give  the 
people  concerned  a  great  deal  of 
suffering. 

“If  their  condition  worsens, 
GPs  are  obviously  able  to  recom¬ 
mend  that  they  should  get  their 
operations  more  quickly.  We  are 
always  going  to  have  people 
waiting  for  surgery:  it's  just  a 
question  of  cutting  down  the  time 
it  takes," 


about  15  hospitals  in  thit  country 
and  charges  about  £500  a  day  for 
treatment  The  insurer  will  now 
pay  up  to  £275  a  day  for  any  dient 
staying  in  an  AMI  hospital,  but  the 
patient  will  have  to  pay  the 
balance. 

The  Princess  Grace  AMI  hoe- 
pita]  in  London  allegedly 
a  woman  aged  over  75  £45  for  a 
pregnancy  test  tire  did  not  have 
and  £12.86  for  a  sleeping  tablet, 
according  to  bills  received  by  the 
insurance  company.  Three  AMI 
hospitals  charged  patients  dif¬ 
ferent  prices  for  surgical  gloves: 
£2.55,  £5  and  £7 30,  although  they 
cost  only  20p  a  pair. 

Julian  Stain  ton,  the  insurance 
company's  managing  director, 
said:  “The  company  said  they 
would  sooner  have  empty  beds 
than  lower  their  prices,  so  we 
removed  them  from  our  list.” 

He  accused  hospitals  of  “bed- 
tide  robbery”  and  said  many 
hospitals  loaded  patients*  bills  if 
they  knew  that  they  were  covered 
by  private  health  insurance.  The 
Cromwell  hospital,  west  London, 
allegedly  increased  its  tall  for  heart 
surgery  from  £6,500  to  £9,000 
when  it  discovered  that  the  patient 
had  insurance  cover. 

Dr  Marvin  Goldberg,  managing 


director  of  AMI,  said  that  the 
company  bad  kept  price  increases 
in  line  with  inflation.  Costs  varied 
from  £250  a  day  to  considerably 
more  than  £500,  depending  on  the 
treatment  needed,  he  said.  The 
£12.85  charge  for  sleeping  pills 
and  the  £45  pregnancy  test  were 
mistakes  that  bad  since  been 
rectified. 

The  disparity  in  the  cost  of 
gloves  related  to  consultants* 
requirements.  “It  is  swings  and 
roundabouts.  WPA  has  picked  up 
one  or  two  mistakes  out  of 
millions  of  billings-  In  other  cases 
the  clerks  may  have  forgotten  to 
include  items.” 

Jeremy  Hayes,  foe  Conservative 
MP  for  Harlow  and  a  member  of 
the  Commons  select  committee 
on  beaithj  said  that  unless  a  brake 
was  put  on  “gross  overcharging”, 
patients  would  flee  to  overburden 
a  crumbling  heahif  service. 


Battle  on  to  fill  the  great  skills  gap 


A  huge  gap  exists 
between  training  and 
the  future  need  for 
skilled  workers. 
Philip  Bassett  on 
what  is  being  done 


BY  THE  end  of  the  century, 
about  40  per  cent  of  jobs  in 
Britain  will  require  high  gfa'ne 
recent  research  has  forescasL 
Thirty  per  cent  would  be  semi¬ 
skilled  jobs,  and  the  remaining 
30  per  cent  unskilled. 

Those  figures,  drawn  from  the 
Institute  of  Employment  Re¬ 
search  at  Warwick  university, 
contrast  with  government  sur¬ 
veys  which  show  that,  at  present, 
13  per  cent  of  the  workforce  have 
higher-level  skills,  22  per  cent 
are  classed  as  skilled  and  23  per 
cent  semi-skilled.  Forty-two  per 
cent  of  foe  British  workforce  has. 
no  skill  qualifications. 

The  imbalance  is  especially 
acute  when  compared  with  the 
position  in  competitor  countries. 
In  Germany,  aO  school  leavers 
go  into  training  or  further  edu¬ 
cation,  69  per  cent  of  them  full¬ 
time.  In  Japan,  96  per  cent  go,  92 
per  cent  full-time.  In  foe  US,  94 
per  cent  —  all  full-time.  In 
Britain,  91  per  cent  do  —  only 
half  of  them  full-time.  By  the 
time  they  reach  17,  the  total  still 
in  training  »n4  education  hoc 
dropped  to  75  per  cent 
'liutt  large  gap  spells  a  con¬ 
tinuation,  ami  probably  a 
worsening,  of  Britain's  overall 
economic  performance.  If 
Britain  is  not  to  fell  increasingly 
further  behind  the  skill  levels  of 
its  competitor  workforces,  that 
gap,  examined  yesterday  by  the 
government,  employers  and 
unions  at  the  National  Eco¬ 
nomic  Development  Council, 
has  to  be  bridged. 

The  government's  favoured 
method  is  its  82  training  and 
enterprise  councils  (Tecs),  em¬ 
ployer-led  local  bodies  that  are 
in  effect  a  privatisation  of  cen¬ 
trally  led  and  funded  govern¬ 
ment  training.  Modelled  on 
similar  but  now  only  patchily 
successful  bodies  in  foe  US,  Tecs 
were  launched  in  great  style,  and 
have  been  actively  promoted  by 
Michael  Howard,  the  employ¬ 
ment  secretary. 

Tecs  have  been  the  lever  for  . 
the  generation  of  real  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  training  among  bus!-, 
nesses,  many  of  whose  previous ' 
ideas  about  investing  in  training  - 
were  limited  to  paying. higher 


Resigning:  Judith  Donovan,  dissatisfied  by  progress  of  national  training  committee 


salaries  to  poach  employees 
trained  by  rival  companies.  As 
the  CBI  says  in  its  paper  for  the 
NEDC  meeting:  “Skills  have 
never  been  highw  on  the  busi¬ 
ness  agenda.” 

Whether  they  stay  there, 
whether  that  genuine  enthusiam 
can  survive  the  present  recession 
is  the  key  training  question.  The 
confederation  says  employers 
have  not  cut  training  budgets  — 
so  for. 

Bill  Jordan,  president  of  the 
Amalgamated  Engineering 
Union,  thinks  they  are,  however. 
In  one  of  foe  most  extreme 
examples  of  growing  concern 
that  training  will  be  suffer  first  as 
the  recession  affects  companies 
increasingly  hard,  construction 
companies  are  being  offered 
grants  of  £500  a  time  if  they  take 
on  apprentices  from  rival  build¬ 
ing  firms  which  have  gone  into 
Kquidation. 

Unemployment  is  going  up, 

:  increasing  the  demand  for  train¬ 
ing.  Companies'  training  budgets 
are  bring  squeezed.  The  Trea¬ 
sury  in  foe  government’s  au¬ 
tumn  statement  in  November 


cut  training  funding  back  by 
£120  million  in  this  financial 
year,  and  by  £230  million  in 
1991-ZWhat  Tecs  do  about  this 
triple  pressure  is  not  yet  dear. 
Tec  leaders  are  beginning  to 
complain,  but  for  now  are 
prepared  to  live  with  less  fund¬ 
ing  than  some  of  their  leaders 
had  hoped  for  from  this  year’s 
public  spending  round. 

One  way  of  easing  the  pressure 
is  for  individuals  to  increase 
their  own  spending  on  training, 
now  running  at  about  £9  billion: 
significantly,  that  is  something 
both  Mr  Howard  and  foe  confed¬ 
eration  urged  in  their  NEDC. 
submissions.  Mindful  of  foe  pay 
increases  presently  keeping  infla¬ 
tion  high,  which  can  under  one 
view  be  traced  bade  to  com¬ 
panies’  large-scale  and  unilateral 
abandonment  of  training  in  foe 
early  1980s,  employers  will  be 
reluctant  to  drop  foe  real  support 
for  training  the  government  has 
manap»<i  to  engender  among 
them.  How  far  they  will  be  able 
to  maintain  that  stance  may 
depend  finally  on  how  deep  foe 
recession  proves  to  be. 


Training  chief 
quits  in  protest 

CRITICISM  of  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  much-vaunted  skill  train¬ 
ing  programme  has  emerged 
from  two  key  sources. 

Judith  Donovan,  a  member  of 
the  G10  national  committee  rep¬ 
resenting  82  Training  and  Enter¬ 
prise  Councils  (Tecs),  has  res¬ 
igned,  saying  foe  committee 
“was  not  prepared  to  be  assertive 
enough”.  Tecs,  employer-led 
local  bodies,  administer  com¬ 
pany  training  and  fund  state 
schemes  for  the  unemployed. 

Mrs  Donovan,  aged  39,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Bradford  Tec,  in 
West  Yorkshire,  and  founder  of 
a  Bradford  direct  marketing 
agency  with  £9  million  turnover 
last  year,  said  of  G10:  “Too 
often,  we  would  express  strong 
views  in  private  only  to  capitu¬ 
late  when  we  met  ministers.” 

The  Manchester  Tec,  in  a 
report,  said  that  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  training  scheme  for  foe 
long-term  unemployed  foiled  to 
give  them  the  skills  needed. 


Scheme  for 
jobless 
‘may  lack 
desired 
work  base9 


By  Tim  Jones 

EMPLOYMENT  CORRESPONDENT 

A  SURVEY  of  more  than  2,500 
private  and  public  sector  employ¬ 
ers  published  today  suggests  that 
new  government  arrangements  for 
training  foe  unemployed  may  foil 
to  produce  the  staff  sought  by 
employers. 

The  survey  by  Apex  Trust,  the 
national  ex-offenders  employment 
organisation,  is  one  of  the  largest 
conducted  into  management  atti¬ 
tudes  to  training  skills.  It  accuses 
the  government  of  gearing  funds 
for  the  new  Training  and  Enter¬ 
prise  Councils  (TECs)  toward 
vocational  qualifications  while 
failing  to  give  financial  recog¬ 
nition  to  basic  skills  training. 

According  to  the  Apex  survey, 
the  firms  questioned  considered 
the  possession  of  formal  qualifica¬ 
tions  relatively  unimportant  for 
firms  when  making  recruitment 
decisions. 

All  ranked  honesty,  a  good 
attitude,  time  keeping  and  motiv¬ 
ation  as  their  top  four  require¬ 
ments.  Vocational  and  educat¬ 
ional  qualifications  came  I  Oth 
and  llfo  in  foe  table  of  qualities 
sought  by  private  sector  firms. 

BDl  Mather,  the  trust's  chief 
executive,  said:  “This  survey 
underlines  our  concern  that  the 
training  obligations  bring  im¬ 
posed  upon  TECs  will  not  allow 
them  to  provide  foe  necessary 
funding  for  basic  skills  training. 
Without  that,  many  job  applicants 
will  lack  the  qualities  sought  by 
employers  at  a  time  when  com¬ 
panies  are  feeing  recession  and 
must  maximise  the  effectiveness 
of  staff  performance.” 

He  said  that  at  the  same  time 
the  country  would  see  an  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  the  long-term 
unemployed,  including  many 
thousands  of  former  offenders, 
languishing  further  on  the  dole. 

“These  findings  show  clearly 
that  most  employers  are  only 
willing  to  consider  the  long  term 
unemployed,  including  ex-offend¬ 
ers,  for  jobs  if  applicants  are 
prepared  for  employment  through 
basic  skills,”  he  said. 

“Unless  foe  emphasis  on  other 
employment  measures  at  foe  ex¬ 
pense;  of  basic  training  is  changed 
then  we  may  fail  to  deliver  a 
workforce  prepared  for  the  chal¬ 
lenges  oiUhe  1990s.” 
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SAVE  £150  on  OLIVETTI  PC's 


OLIVETTI  of  WILDINGS 
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SAVE  £££'s  on  PRINTERS 


Olivetti  PCS86 

20Mb/Mono 

The  Olivetti  PCS86  is  an  8086  compatible, 
industry  standard  personal  computer  running  at 
10MHz  with  fast  data  retrieval.  Designed  as  an 
entry  level  machine  it  does  however  offer  foe 
user  advanced  computing  capabilities. 


Or  tease  over  3  years  for  only 

^8  •  50  +  MSP  per  week 

+  initial  deposit 

BlOiJMMG0N^nEMAWtENAI*g_ 


PCS86  CONFIGURATION 


» 20Mb  Hard  Disk  •  10MHz  do*  meed 

*  14"  Mono  VGA  Monitor  •  64QK  RAM 

*  3W  720K  risk  drive 

>  PS/2  Compatible  Keyboard 

i  Tutorial  package  to  get  you  started 
i  Full  range  of  options _ 


Olivetti  PCS286 
20Mb/Colour 

The  PC286  offers  12MHz  286 technology  and 
fast  hard  disk  access.  It  incorporates  aif  Olivetti's 
experience  in  producing  proresaona!  state  of  the 
art  personal  computes.  Fufty  compatible  with 
MS-DOS  and  MS-OS/2  software. 

^7049 


VAT 


(£1206*5  toe  VAT) 


Or  lease  over  3  years  for  only 

£12.50+v*r 

+  Mb! 

MQJUDMG  ON-SITE 


week 


PCS286  CONFIGURATION 


•  20Mb  Hard  Disk  •  12MHz  dock  speed 

•  14'  Colour  VGA  Monitor  •  1  Mb  RAM 

•  3ttM.44Mb  disk  drive 

•  PS/2  Compatible  Keyboard 

•  Tutorial  package  to  get  you  started 
Full  range  of  options 


Olivetti  DMT00S 
Dot  Matrix  Printer 

•  80  column 

•  200cps  draft 

•  36cpsNLQ  print 

•  Tractor  feed  and  sheet, 
guide  included 

•  7K buffer 
memory 


*1291 

+  VAT  (£14835  be  vat) 


SHOWROOM  MODEL 


Olivetti  PG306 
Laser  Printer 

•  6  copies  per  minute 

•  8  resident  fonts 

•  Portrait  or 
landscape 
512K  memory 


*299 


+  VAT  (£343.85  be  w) 

•  Detachable  I 

•  Latest  design  1 
four  line  LCD  display 

•  Use  as  a  typewriter  or  as  an 
advanced-word  processor 

+  Vat  (£1033 as  inc  vat)  If  •Silent  thermal  transfer  printing 


SPECIAL  OFFERS  ON  TYPEWRITERS! 


FULL  SIZE  OFFICE  UHM ^EHT505 

TYPEWRITER  only 

>  1  Kne  correction  memory 


OBvetti  ET2200 

500cha^cfef  coition  memory  •  Automatic 
4pftchesindt^ 

Whole  word  deletion _  printing 


£109l’Z 


PRICE  GUARANTEE 


Ofivetti  ECT605 
Compact 

•  Daisywheel 
priding  at  14cp5 

•  16  character  LCD  display 

\ 5 

toe  VAT 
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Back  muscle  could  rebuild  heart 


SCIENTISTS  are  develop¬ 
ing  heart  operations  that 
could  mate  transplants 
largely  unnecessary  and 
would  resolve  many  ethical 
issues  surrounding  them. 

The  techniques  involve 
rebuilding  damaged  areas  of 
the  heart  with  muscles  taken 
from  the  patient’s  body.  If 
successful,  the  operations 
would  overcome  of  trans¬ 
plant  rejection  and  shortages 
of  donor  organs.  v 

The  procedures  are  at¬ 
tended  mainly  to  help  adores 
with  heart  damage,  bat 
could  also  be  applied, /to 
babies  with  congenital  de¬ 
lects  similar  to  those  of 
Christy  Strachan,  the  11- 
day-old  baby  who  died  two 


Thomson  Prentice  reports  on  a 
technique  that  could  dispense  with 
donors  and  transplant  rejection 


weeks  ago  within  hours  of  an 
unsuccessful  heart 
transplant. 

The  British  Heart 
Foundation  yesterday  gave  a 
£93,000  grant  to  researchers 
in  the  field.  Professor  Des¬ 
mond  Julian,  the  founda¬ 
tion’s  medical  director,  said: 
“We  must  find  alternatives 
to  heart  transplantation  for 
medical  and  ethical  reasons. 
There  will  never  be  enough 
donors  and  there  will  always 
be  ethical  Hiiwnma^  as  in 
this  most  recent  case.  Trans- 


O  Muscle  Mean 
from  the  back 
\  of  the  patient 


.Bectrode 
.on  nerve 


©Muscle  formed 
into  shape  of 
ventricle 
Nerve  and 


m 


Blood  bam  the  heart _ _ 

«nt8f8‘naw**enteclef^, 

.  which  Is  stimulated  gcM  ' 
i  to  mimic  heart's 
pimping  action 


plant  surgeons  are  very  keen 
to  see  these  new  methods 
come  into  practice  because 
they  represent  an  attractive 
option.  We  believe  that  hag 
ad  vances  will  be  made  in  the 
next  few  years.” 

Professor  Stanley  Salm¬ 
ons,  head  of  muscle  re¬ 
search,  and  his  colleagues  at 
Liverpool  university  are  try¬ 
ing  to  develop  an  auxiliary 
heart  pump,  created  from 
musde  taken  from  the  par 
tienfs  bade.  The  musde,  the 
latisamus  dom,  is  stronger 
than  heart  musde  and  can 
be  removed  without  causing 
serious  disability,  but  has  to 
be  “trained”  to  match  the 
ability  of  the  healthy  heart  to 
resist  fatigue.  After  being 
grafted  into  (dace,  and 
criwiniatf-H  into  action  by  an 
implanted  pacemaker,  the 
musde  adopts  the  heart's 
natural  rhythm  and  helps  it 
to  pump  blood  adequately 
around  the  body. 

“If  we  achieved  an  impro¬ 
vement  in  the  performance 
of  the  heart  by  only  20  or  25 
per  cent  it  would  transform 
the  life  of  the  patient  and 
eliminate  the  need  for  a 
transplant,”  Professor  Salm¬ 


ons  said  yesterday.  He  and 
his  co-researcher,  IX-  Jona¬ 
than  Jarvis,  with  Dr  Michael 
Coffins,  a  blood-flow  expert 
at  City  university,  London, 
and  Dr  Richard  Black,  of  the 
institute  of  metrical  and 
dental  bioengineering  at 
Liverpool  university,  are 
being  given  the  grant  to 
develop  computer  and  phys¬ 
ical  models  that  win  imitate 
the  behaviour  of  the  auxil¬ 
iary  ventricle,  the  heart’s 
main  pumping  chamber. 
The  project,  trill  provide 
answers  to  the  problems  of 
Mood  flow  and  dotting  that 
might  occur  when  a  muscle 
graft  is  used. 

French  surgeons  have 
tried  a  modified  version  of 
the  operation,  in  winch  mus¬ 
cle  fibres  are  wrapped 
around  the  ventricle  to  help 
it  to  function.  Four  out  of 
five  patients  survived  at 
least  two  years.  The 
Liverpool  approach  is  more 
ambitious,  bed  die  operation 
is  unlikely  to  be  attempted 
within  five  years. 

Marc  de  LevaL,  who  per¬ 
formed  the  transplant  on  ' 
Christy  Strachan  at  the  Hos¬ 
pital  for  Sick  Children  in 
Great  Ormond  Street, 
London,  defends  his  de¬ 
cision  in  a  letter  to  The 
Times  today. 
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Bishop  attacks 
‘ineffective’ 

use  of  custody 

By  Roth  Gledhoj-  religious  affairs  reporter 

THE  Church  of  England’s  The.  report,,  whidi  w^be 
Bishop  to  Prisons  said  yes-  P^^ed  Tj.  Respon. 

today  that  custody  was  a  Board  for  Social  Kes^n 
"datively  ineffective  way  to  analy^s  g 


H«ti  with  offenders. 

The  Right  Rev  Robert 
Hardy,  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln, 


ment's  penal  policy  over  the 
last  decade,  outlines  the 
church's  contribution  and  ot- 


wdcomed  the  government's  fersa s^ies 
recognition  that  there  were  The  Rev  Dr  Ian  Yj 

problems  with  custodial  sen-  author  of  the  report  an 
tences  and  its  plans  to  in-  secretary  of  the  l^goana 
trodnee  .  a  wider  range  of  Criminal  Justice  Reference 
community  penalties.  Panel,  winch  advises  tn 

He  criticised  the  size  of  the  board,  said  that  a  copy  or  the 
prison  population  and  the  report  will  be  sent  to  the 
poor  conditions  endured  in  Home  Office.  _ 
many  jails  and  railed  for  It  says:  “It  is  important  to 
freedom  of  worship  to  be  recognise  the  absolute  prison 


preserved  for  inmates. 


population  is  itself  a  cultural 


t- 


A  church  report  on  the  phenomenon  or  statement- 
penal  system,  to  be  published  Just  as  it  is  possible  to  judge  a 
soon,  will  call  for  a  reduction  society  in  some  way  by  the 
in  the  prison  population.  The  flourishing  of  the  arts,  so  it  is 
bishop  will  “affirm  the  valu-  possible  to  judge  a  society  by 
able  ministry  of  Christians  the  way  it  treats  offenders 
within  the  criminal  justice  generally  and  prisoners  in 
system”  in  the  first  Church  of  particular.  The  absolute 
England’s  first  debate  on  the  prison  population  does  not 
penal  system  for  more  than  a  simply  reflect  the  level  of 
taking  place  at  the  crime  or  the  efficiency  or  not 
General  Synod  this  month.  of  the  criminal  justice  system. 

The  debate  is  expected  to  It  is  in  a  very  real  sense  what 
raise  the  issue  of  limits  on  we  choose  or  wish  it  be.” 
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WHICH  OF  THESE  FOUR  TEMPTING  INVESTMENTS 

WOULD  BE  TOUR  WISEST  CHOICE? 


vices  in  prisons.  According  to  synod  to  recognise  the  cont- 
prison  d ha  plains,  at  least  one  ribution  made  by  local  penal 
jail  has  already  limited  atten-  affairs  groups,  support  groups 
dance  at  services  as  a  result  of  which  meet  regularly  for. 
the  riots  at  Strangeways  last  prayer  and  often  include 
year,  in  which  the  distur-  people  who  visit  inmates. 
hanrw;  hggan  in  the  prison  He  praised  the  criminal 
chapeL  The  church  believes  justice  bill,  now  before  Par- 
that  the  debate  is  crucial  liament  “The  relative  ineffec- 
because  of  Lord  Justice  tiveness  of  custody  is 
Woolfs  report,  due  shortly,  on  recognised  in  the  government 


the  Strangeways  riot- 


white  paper.  That  is  part  of  the 


The  bishop,  who  will  speak  shift  in  thinking  ...  namely 
about  the  church’s  report  on  that  prisons  are  not  very 
the  penal  system,  Crime,  Jus-  effective  in  reforming  people. 
rice  and  the  Demands  of  the  We  are  expressing  our  concern 
Gospel,  said:  “There  has  been  as  Christian  people,  not  in  a 
a  steady  build-up  of  Christian  negative  way  but  adding  to  the 
concern  with  the  prisons.”  concern  many  people  feeL” 

Post-Christmas  rush 
for  divorces  predicted 

By  Frances  Gibb,  legal  affairs  correspondent 


DIVORCE  lawyers  can  expect 
a  flood  of  work  in  the  wake  of 
the  Christinas  break,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  nationwide  chain  of 
solicitors’  firms.-  . 

David  Salter,  chairman  of 
the  Norton  Rose  M5  group’s 
family  law  section,- said:  .“Al¬ 
though’  if  ’  Is '  the'  season  of 
goodwill,  Christmas  is  aitme' 
of  immense  stress  for  families 
and  all  too  often  it  ends- inf' 
conflict..-  - 

“For  many  couples  this, 
fortnight  of  enforced  together-: 
ness  in  a  year  otherwise  spent 
pursuing  separate  interests 
can  prove  just  too  much. 

1  Every  January  sees  a  signifi¬ 
cant  upsurge  in  divorce  work 
for  family  lawyers.” 

The  group,  whose  seven 
firms  are  spread  throughout 
flie  country,  has  launched  a 
free  guide  to  divorce,  high¬ 
lighting  the  benefits  of  a 
constructive  approach  to  mar¬ 
ital  breakdown. 

The  guide  is  being  pub¬ 
lished  after  recent  proposals 
by  the  Law  Commission  for  a 
new  divorce  procedure  based 
on  a  process  over  time, 
removing  the  need  to  blame 
one  partner  in  order  to  obtain 
a  divorce. 

Mr  Salter  said  lawyers  could 
seldom  prevent  marital  break¬ 
down  but  they  could  make  the 
process  less  painful  and  less 
expensive  for  all  parties  if  they 


helped  couples  to  avoid  an 
aggressive  approach  to  separa¬ 
tion,  even  when  it  went  to 
court. 

The  guide  indudes  advice 
on  a  fair  approach  to  finance 
ahd.  examines  some  of  the 
more  complex  aspects  of 
financial  settlements. 

,  ;A  section  by  Dr  DJ.  Black, 
a  fellow  of  the  Royal  College 
'  of  Psychiatrists,  comments  on 
-the  effects  of  divorce  on 
children. 

••".•Copies  of  the  guide  can  be 
obtained  from  Norton  Rose 
M5,  The  Priory,  Queensway, 
Birmingham,  B4  6BS. 


Fine  vintage  cl  are  L,-  Victorian  porcelain  dolls,  classic 
motorcycles:  as  any  collector  will  tell  you,  there  is 
money  to  be  made  from  all  of  them. 

But  only  if  you  know  what  you’re  doing.  (And 
even  then,  you  need  luck  on  your  side.) 

So  where’s  the  fourth  investment  we  mentioned? 
Less  photogenic,  but  much  safer;  it’s  called  the  Abbey 
National  Sterling  Asset  Account 

With  the  knowledge  that  your  money  is  secure, 
comes  the  satisfaction  of  a  high  rate  of  interest:  a  rate 
which  increases  the  more  you  invest. 


Furthermore,  after  12  consecutive  months  without 
withdrawing  any  money,  you  receive  a  bonus  on  top. 


STERLING  ASSET  INVESTMENT  ACCOUNT 

£25,000  plus 

NET  RATE  P.A. 
11.00% 

CROSS  RATE  RA. 

14.15% 

£10,000  up  to  £24,999 

10.80% 

13.85% 

£1,000  up  to  £9,999 

10.25% 

13.20% 

Plus  bonus 

0.25% 

0-34% 

You  can  make  withdrawals  at  any  time,  although  of 
course  you  won’t  earn  your  bonus. 


If  you  give  us  90  days  notice,  or  leave  .£10,000 
in  your  account  after  withdrawal,  you  will  incur  no 
further  penalty. 

If  not,  you  will  lose  the  equivalent  of  90  days 
interest  on  the  amount  withdrawn. 

Your  interest  can  be  paid  annually  on,  if  you  prefer, 
as  a  regular  monthly  income  -  ask  for  details  of 
monthly  rates. 

Either  way,  a  Sterling  Asset  Account  will  reward  you 
with  something  no  other  investment  oa  this  page  can 
offer  an  “Abbey  Ending? 


INVESTMENTS  WITH  ABBEY  ENDINGS. 
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NATIONAL 
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Doctors 
track  down 
key  gene 

By  Thomson  Prentice 

MEDICAL  CORRESPONDENT 

BRITISH  researchers  have 
discovered  the  underlying 
cause  of  the  commonest  form 
of  inherited  heart  disease. 

Doctors  at  a  Medical  Re¬ 
search  Council  unit  in  Har¬ 
row,  -west  London,  have 
tracked  the  gene  that  triggers 
the  condition  in  a  group  of 
affected  families.  The  dis¬ 
order,  familial  combined 
hyperlipidaemia  (FCHL), 
causes  about  10  per  cent  of 
heart  attacks  and  angina  in 
people  under  60. 

The  abnormality  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  condition  appears 
to  prevent  blood  fat  and 
cholesterol  being  cleared  natu-  ; 
rally  from  the  circulation,  j 
This  leads  to  high  levels  of  the  | 
substances  building  up  in  the  i 
wall  of  coronary  arteries,  giv-  | 
mg  rise  to  atherosclerosis,  the  i 
disease  that  provokes  heart  I 
attacks.  I 

The  findings  by  Dr  James  | 
Scott  and  colleagues  at  the  1 
MRC  Clinical  Research  ; 
Centre  at  North  wide  Park 
Hospital  are  published  in  | 
Nature  today.  Further  studies  ! 
based  on  the  research  will  help  ! 
provide  a  clearer  understand-  ! 
ing  of  FCHL  and  could  allow 
early  detection  of  the  con-  . 
dition  and  effective  protection 
against  it  in  individuals  at 
risk.  Dr  Scott  said  yesterday. 


Four  Labour 
councillors 
suspended 

Four  Labour  members  ou 
Gwent  council  have  been 
suspended  for  three  months 
for  voting  against  a  decision  to 
close  Brynmawr  comprehen¬ 
sive  schooL 

Katrina  Gass,  Colin  Jones, 
Mai  Jones  and  Joy  Rees,  who 
represent  the  Brynmawr  area, 
are  being  supported  by  parents 
and  governors,  who  say  opting 
out  is  the  only  way  to  save  the 
schooL 

Sellaf  ield  start 

Cbmmissioiiing  of  the  Thorp 
reprocessing  plant  at  SeUafield 
has  started,  it  was  announced 
yesterday.  It  win  be  a  year 
before  the  plant  is  completed. 
Construction  work  started 
nine  years  ago  and  cost  £1.85 
billion. 

£500,000  gift 

Dr  June  Sutor,  a  research 
scientist,  has  left  Moorfields 
eye  hospital,  London,  nearly 
£500,000  for  research  into  the 
prevention  of  blindness  pro¬ 
vided  it  does  not  involve 
animal  testing. 

Drug  trial  delay 

The  trial  of  Patricia  Cahill,  the 
Birmingham  teenager  accused 
of  helping  to  smuggle  heroin 
out  of  Thailand,  was  ad¬ 
journed  yesterday  until  Janu¬ 
ary  30  after  a  witness  failed  to 
appear  in  court  at  Bangkok. 

Gambling  death 

Osamu  Nakao,  a  Japanese 
export  manager  from  Kyoto, 
banged  himself  at  a  central 
London  hotel  after  losing 
more  than  £54.000  in  gam¬ 
bling  debts  over  two  years,  an 
inquest  in  Westminster  was 
told  yesterday. 

Slim  winner 

Lesley  Godwin,  aged  29  of 
Loudwater,  Buckinghamshire, 
who  has  lost  more  than  six 
stone,  was  yesterday  named 
young  slimmer  of  the  year. 

Airport  date 

The  Queen  will  open  the  £400 
milhon  terminal  at  Stansted 
airport,  Essex,  on  March  15. 
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IT’S  GOING  TO  BE 

BUSINESS  AS  USUAL 
DURING  OUR  FINANCIAL 

REORGANIZATION. 

% 


1 


On  January  21, 1988,  when  this 
management  team  took  on  the  challenge 
of  renewing  Pan  Am,  it  was  with  full 
knowledge  that  the  task  would  not  be  an 
easy  one. 

Two  decades  of  heavy  operating  losses 
had  placed  severe  financial  strain  on  fen  Am 
and  greatly  reduced  its  ability  to  compete 
in  a  rapidly  changing,  intensifying 
competitive  environment. 

To  bring  the  airline  back  to  its  historic 
preeminence,  we  developed  and  initiated  a 
three-poinr  strategic  plan: 

(1)  Invest  the  money  required  to  return 
Pin  Am  to  the  service  standards  that 
once  led  the  industry. 

(2)  Provide  financial  resources  by 
selling  assets  not  fundamental  to  the 
operation  of  a  strong  airline. 

(3)  Rebuild  employee  commitment  so 
that  once  again  Pan  Am  people  feel 
and  act  like  the  special  people  they  are. 
Until  mid-summer  1990,  the  plan  was 

working. 

We  were  an  industry  leader  in  on-time 
performance,  receiving  the  highest 
passenger-satisfaction  ratings  in  our  history, 
carrying  record  numbers  of  passengers,  and 
setting  new  revenue  records  by  the  month. 

A  WORLD  IN  CRISIS. 

Then  Iraq  invaded  Kuwait,  and  all 
forecasts  of  operating  results  went  with  it. 
On  an  annualized  basis,  Ran  Am’s  fuel  bill 
increased  by  a  catastrophic  $500  million, 
$150  million  in  the  4th  quarter  alone. 

Concurrently,  the  growing  recession  in 
the  US.  and  deteriorating  economic 
conditions  abroad  combined  to  bring  about 
a  decline  in  air  travel. 

These  economic  shocks,  converging 
within  a  six-month  period,  have  taken  a 
heavy  toll  on  this  company’s  cash  flow.  The 
progress  we  have  made  on  our  operating 
and  strategic  plans  cannot  sufficiently  o&et 
these  setbacks. 

What  can  offset  them  is  our  agreement 
with  United  Airlines  which  will  provide  us 
$400  million  from  the  transfer  of  some  of 
our  London  routes  as  well  as  opportunities 
for  greatly  increased  revenues  through  a 
comprehensive  marketing  agreement. 

While  we  have  already  received  $110 
million,  US.  and  British  Governmental 
approvals  are  required  before  this  agreement 
is  final  and  the  remaining  funds  become 
available  to  us. 

As  a  result  of  these  events,  a 
restructuring  of  our  financial  obligations  is 
required. 

And,  restructuring  requires  time. 
Therefore,  we  have  filed  ro  begin  the 
reorganization  process  under  Chapter  11. 


BUSINESS  AS  USUAL  MEANS 
_ BUSINESS  AS  USUAL. _ 

Unlike  some  reorganisation  filings  in 
this  industry,  our  action  was  not  taken  as  a 
result  of  labour  strife. 

We  have  sound,  constructive 
relationships  with  our  30,000  employees, 
and  effective  labour  agreements  with  all  of 
our  unions. 

As  this  is  a  filing  for  financial 
restructuring  only  all  flight  operations  will 
continue  as  usual,  at  our  same  high  levels, 
without  a  ripple  of  interruption. 

-We  win  continue  fuD  flight 
schedules  on  all  routes,  including  the 
Pan  Am  Shuttle  and  Pan  Am  Express. 

-  Our  relationships  and  agreements 
with  Travel  Agents  and  other  airlines 
will  remain  intact.  And,  of  course,  all 
Travel  Agent  commissions  will  be  paid. 

-  Tickets  will  be  honoured  as  usual 


FINANCING  IS  IN  PLACE. 

Bankers  Trust  Company  and 
United  Airlines  have  sufficient  confidence 
in  our  future  to  provide  us  a  loan  of 
$150  million  as  part  of  the  reorganization 
process,  subject  to  court  approvals. 

This,  combined  with  cash  on  hand 
from  operations,  will  meet  our  liquidity 
requirements  until  the  United  Airlines 
transaction  is  concluded. 

Which,  in  turn,  will  put  us  in  a  solid 
cash  position  to  continue  to  implement  our 
strategic  plan. 

THE  FAR  REACHING  BENEFITS 
OF  THE  PAN  AM  - 

UNITED  AIRLINES  AGREEMENT. 

Our  cooperative  agreement  with 
United  Airlines  is  moving  forward  as 
planned. 

What  this  provides  is  a  multitude  of 
substantial,  tangible  benefits  to  our 
customers,  as  well  as  a  strong  improvement 
in  our  financial  position. 

First,  a  substantial  cash  infusion  will 
happen  upon  dosing. 

Second,  we  and  the  flying  public  will 
reap  the  benefits  of  a  cooperative  frequent 
flyer  programme,  one  which  will  be  the 
most  attractive  in  the  industry. 

Third,  fen  Am  will  benefit  by  United’s 
ability  to  feed  US.  passengers  into  fen  Am’s 
international  network. 

Fourth,  the  two  airlines  will  coordinate 
schedules  for  maximum  passenger 
convenience. 

Fifth,  and  of  major  importance,  is 
United’s  $100  million  consumer  ticket 
guarantee  programme  which  will  provide 
assurance  to  all  fen  Am  ticket  holders. 


A  STRATEGY  FOR  LONG-TERM 
_ SUCCESS  IS  IN  PLACE. 

fen  Am  is  an  airline  monumental  in  its 
contributions  to  aviation.  For  it  was  fen  Am, 
single-handedly  and  against  enormous 
odds,  that  opened  America,  and  the  world, 
to  international  air  travel. 

We  realize  that  fen  Am’s  future  success 
cannot  be  built  solely  on  its  historic 
leadership.  But,  we  can  once  again  be  a 
great  airline,  and  we’re  confident,  a 
financially  successful  one. 

To  bring  this  about,  we  are  working  to 
position  the  airline  to  benefit  from  the 
tremendous  growth  that  lies  ahead  in  two 
major  economic  sectors  of  the  world: 
Continental  Europe  and  Latin  America. 

We  continue  to  fly  to  more  European 
cities  than  all  other  US.  airlines  combined. 
We  are  the  only  US.  carrier  that  serves 
virtually  every  emerging  country  in  Eastern 
Europe,  as  well  as  the  Soviet  Union.  We  are 
continuing  to  develop  Frankfurt  into  a 
major  European  hub,  which  means  well  be 
situated  right  in  the  middle  of  a  united 
Europe  and  well  positioned  to  serve 
Eastern  Europe  as  it  grows  in  economic 
importance. 

Latin  America,  our  other  area  of 
concentration,  and  quite  likely  the  world’s 
next  boom  area,  is  now  being  served, 
profitably,  from  our  vastly  enlarged  Miami 
hub.  We  now  fly  to  56  international 
destinations  and  31  US.  cities  from  Miami. 
We  have  enjoyed  continuous,  profitable 
growth  in  Miami  for  62  years  and  consider 
our  current  Latin  American  strength  as  a 
base  on  which  to  build  even  greater 
success. 

We  ask  you  to  stay  with  us  during  this 
time,  not  as  a  favour  to  us,  but  as  a  service 
to  yourself.  We  want  to  retain  your 
business  and  to  continue  to  earn  your 
loyalty. 

We  are  totally  dedicated  to  operating 
the  kind  of  airline  that  rightfully  attracts 
-  through  a  high  level  of  service  -  more 
than  its  share  of  travellers. 

Today,  fen  Am  offers  proud  service  to 
over  115  cities  in  51  countries  on  five 
continents. 

We  look  forward  to  flying  with  you. 


Thomas  G.  Plaskett 

Chairman  and  Chief  Executive  Officer 

fen  American  World  Airways.  Inc. 
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Plain-speaking  Major  makes  his  break  from  Thatcher  style 


JOHN  Major  is  learning  to  sur¬ 
mount  the  problem  of  how  she 
would  have  done  it  He  has  now 
tackled  a  European  summit,  a 
Washington  bilateral  with  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush  and  a  swing  through  the 
Middle  East,  with  a  timetable  just 
as  packed  as  the  schedules  his 
predecessor  used  to  inflict  on  her 
travelling  corps. 

It  has  been  a  tough  start  Few 
prime  ministcrsare  pitched  within 
weeks  into  facing  British  troops  to 
explain  why  they  may  have  to  risk 
their  lives  within  days.  Mr  Major 
came  well  through  that  psycho¬ 
logical  harrier,  and  his  (fay  in  the 
desert  with  the  forces  did  him 
good.  They  his  pterin  man’s 
pitch  and  it  began  to  relax  the 
physical  tantness  that  1ms  been  his 
only  sign  of  nerves  so  far. 

At  foe  European  summit,  his 


“charm  offenave”  bought  Britain 
a  little  time  in  the  community, 
and  he  impressed  continental 
politicians  and  journalists  with  his 
grasp  of  detail.  At  Camp  David,  he ' 
seemed  to  have  made  the  nec¬ 
essary  breakthrough  with  Mr 
Bush,  who  shares  Mr  Majors 
obvious  distaste  for  the  baric 
manoeuvres  of  politics. 

The  next  real  test  will  be  an 
early  spring  trip  to  Moscow  to  see 
President  Gorbachev,  the  man 
Margaret  Thatcher  disrovered  for 
the  West  and  with  whom  she 
developed  a  particular  chemistry. 
Being  a  woman  helped  her  —  and 
there  is  little  that  Mr  Majorcan  do 
about  thaL 

Physical  impressions  do  count 
The  head-boy  spectacles  and  disci¬ 
plined  slim  figure  dearly 
come  as  a  shock  to  some  who  meet 


The  prime  minister,  on  a  tour  of  the  Middle 
East,  has  coped  well  with  a  difficult  debut  in 
world  affairs,  writes  Robin  Oakley,  from 
Cairo,  assessing  John  Major’s  emerging  image 


him.  Ironically,  in  this  diet- 
conscious  amrther  half-stone 
might  do  Mr  Major  no  harm.  But 
hr  compensates  by  bis  appraaefc- 
abilhy  and  lack  of  fiaimeL  People 
find  him  easy  to  talk  to  and 
comment  on  the  unexpected 
warmth  of  his  smile.  He  seems  to 
find  lime  for  everybody.' 

It  would  be  an  exaggeration  to 
say  that  Mr  Mayor  is  consciously 
developing  his  own  style.  He 
doesn't  believe  in  thaL  To  the 
consternation  of  photographers, 
he  abhors  artifice.  He  would  not 


put  on  a  sailor’s  hat  on  board 
HMS  London.  He  would  not  even 

turn  his  head  to  be  profiled  against 

the  fleet  drawn  np  for  review  in 

the  Gum 

Never  «iind  Mrs  Thatcher’s 
instinctive  eye  for  a  camera  angle. 
Mr  Major  is  a  straight  man  who 
wants  to  go  on  playing  it  straight, 
and  the  media  should  give  him  the 
chance  to  do  so. 

In  all  his  foreign  trips,  Mr  Major 
has  concentrated  on  a  few  essen¬ 
tials.  In  the  Middle  East  be  was 
concerned  to  do  three  firings. 


First,  he  wanted  to  convince  what 
he  behoved  to  be  a  sriQ-doubtmg 
■VHam  Hussein  that  the  allies 
were  not  bluffing  about  foe  use  of 
fame  and  that  he  could  not 
possibly  hope  to  win  a  conflict 
Hence  foe  boasing  about  the 
awesome  allied  air  power.  It  was  a 
difficult  task  to  perform  without 
sounding  tikeawanmnger,  but  he 
struck  the  balance  by  emphasising 
that  Britain  was  not  thirsting  for 
anything  other  than  a  peaceful 
settlement. 

Second,  he  wanted  to  convince 
the  Iraqis  that  partial  withdrawal 
would  not  be  enough  to  spare 
tWi  the  full  onslaught  from  the 
Allies. 

Third,  he  wanted  to  explain  to 
British  troops  why  they  were 
there.  He  argued  the  moral  neces- 
rity.  of  rescuing  a  small  country 


from  a  vicious  mvader.N0  simdi  more  about 

nation  with  an  aggressu^  tetger  ^  future  shape  of  Middle  East 


neighbour  would  be  safe  in  future 

if  Saddam  were  aflowed  to  gain  in 

the  face  of  worldwide  condemna¬ 
tion,  he  said. 

Mr  Major  has  said  less  on  the 
question  of  why  force  had  to  be 
used  so  soon  when  sanctions 
.appeared  to  be  working,  but  be 
believes  that  the  daily  rape  and 
jp  Kuwait  cannot  be 
tolerated  longer,  that  a  delay 
would  have  enabled  Saddam  to 
<trt»ngtivti  his  military  position, 
and  that  the  credibility  of  the  UN 
resolutions  would  have  filtered 
away. 

The  final  aim  of  the  visits  to 
Sheikh  Jaber  Ahmed  at-Sabah,  the 
Fmfr  of  Kuwait;  King  Fahd  of 
$a»rii  Arabia;  Sultan  Qaboos  of 
Oman;  and  president  Mubarak  of 


security  arrangements,  once  Ku¬ 
wait  has  been  freed.  It  was  dear 
that  little  thinking  had  been  done 
on  foe  security  structure  after  a 

yaf. 

Mr  Major  is  convinced  that  any 
large  non-Arab  standing  force  is 
not  a  credible  option.  Not  could 
Britain  and  America  afford  it. 
This  problem  wfll  remain  even  if 
does  pun  out  at  the  last 

minute.  . .  .  . 

President  Bush  and  Mr  Major 
have  promised  no  attack  if 
<foAtani  withdraws.  But  once  he 
had  been  put  back  in  his  box  with 
all  his  chemical,  biological  and, 
eventually,  nuclear  weapons,  what 
would  be  required  to  keep  him 
there? 


France  and  Algeria 
keep  up  momentum 
for  Gulf  initiative 


INTENSE  diplomatic  activity  in¬ 
volving  France  and  Algeria  has 
strengthened  speculation  that  the 
two  countries  are  considering  a 
Gulf  peace  initiative. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of 
France’s  council  of  ministers  yes¬ 
terday,  Roland  Dumas,  the  for¬ 
eign  minister,  said  that  France 
would  throw  every  diplomatic 
resource  into  the  search  for  peace 
in  foe  Gulf  “right  up  to  foe  last 
moment  provided  for  by  the  UN 
Security  Council”. 

The  dispatch  of  a  senior  Elysfe 
Palace  official  to  Algiers  on  Tues¬ 
day  was  followed  by  the  visit  to 
Paris  yesterday  of  the  Algerian 
foreign  minister,  who  insisted  that 
there  was  still  time  to  avoid  war. 
According  to  Sid  Ahmed  Ghozali, 
his  government  has  maintained 
direct  contact  with  Baghdad  since 
the  confrontation  began:  “We 
know  the  Iraqis  absolutely  do  not 
want  war  but  talks  and 
negotiation.” 

French  newspapers  were  spec¬ 
ulating  yesterday  that  Mr  Ghoz- 


From  Philip  Jacobson  in  Paris 

all’s  presence  was  linked  to  a 
message  M  Mitterrand  has  sent  to 
President  Chadli  Beqjedid  of  Al¬ 
geria.  The  message  was  delivered 
by  foe  secretary-general  of  foe 
Elysfe.  It  is  understood  to  say  that 
Iraq  is  assured  of  an  international 
conference  on  the  Israeli- Arab 
question  if  it  first  begins  to 
evacuate  Kuwait. 

The  Algerians  believe  that  only 
the  promise  of  such  a  conference 
can  persuade  President  Saddam 
Hussein  to  take  the  first  step 
towards  peace.  Although  France 
and  Algeria  agree  that  there  is  no 
possibility  of  Middle  East  talks 
opening  simultaneously  with  an 
Iraqi  withdrawal,  it  is  accepted 
that  Baghdad  would  expect  a 
binding  guarantee  —  perhaps 
backed  by  foe  European  Commu¬ 
nity  as  well  as  Arab  states. 

Algeria's  credentials  as  trus¬ 
tworthy  negotiators  in  the  most 
delicate  of  Middle  Eastern  affairs, 
from  terrorist  hijackings  to  the 
release  of  Western  hostages,  make 
Mr  Chadli  an  attractive  partner 


EC  renews  offer 
on  Aziz  meeting 

From  Peter  Guilford  in  Brussels 


THE  European  Community  has 
offered  once  again  to  meet  Tariq 
Aziz  before  the  January  IS  United 
Nations  deadline  to  give  the  Iraqi 
foreign  minister  “an  explanation 
face  to  face”  in  a  final  attempt  to 
avert  war  in  the  Guff  according  to 
Jacques  Poos,  the  foreign  minister 
of  Luxembourg  and  current  EC 
president.  Baghdad,  which  has 
already  turned  down  one  offer 
from  the  Europeans,  had  yet  to 
respond  to  the  fresh  request  last 
night 

EC  officials  in  Brussels  con¬ 
firmed  separately  yesterday  that 
the  offer  had  been  lodged  with 
Iraq.  No  date  has  been  fixed  and 
the  agenda  would  depend  on 
America  and  Iraq's  assessment  of 
their  talks  in  Geneva  yesterday.  M 
Poos  said  the  most  likely  venue 
would  be  Algeria.  Speaking  to 
reporters  during  a  visit  to  Luxem¬ 
bourg  by  King  Husain  of  Jordan, 
who  is  touring  European  capitals 
in  an  effort  to  drum  up  hacking  for 
a  separate  Arab  peace  initiative,  M 
Poos  said  there  would  be  no 
change  of  position. 

This  was  confirmed  by  co¬ 
ordinators  of  the  Community’s 
foreign  policy,  who  said  foe 
proposed  European  move  “would 
not  differ  in  language"  from  the 
US  position.  Instead,  it  would  be 
merely  a  “last  effort  from  the 
European  side  to  sort  things  out”. 

If  Iraq  accepts  foe  offer,  it  would 
be  the  foreign  ministers  of  Italy, 
Luxembourg  and  foe  Netherlands 
—  foe  past,  present  and  future  EC 
presidencies  —  who  would  be 
present  at  talks  with  Mr  Aziz. 

Britain’s  support  for  the  initia¬ 
tive  appeared  lukewarm  last  night, 
but  one  official  confirmed  that  “if 
there  is  general  agreement,  we 


may  go  along  with  it”  Political 
directors  who  coordinate  the  for¬ 
eign  policy  of  the  12  EC  states  may 
be  asked  to  give  the  offer  their 
formal  stamp  of  approval  when 
they  meet  in  Luxembourg  today. 

This  prompted  fears  that 
Luxembourg  may  have  acted 
hastily  by  confirming  the  offer 
before  the  Geneva  talks  had 
finished.  But  officials  from  the 
Community's  “political  coopera¬ 
tion”  body  said  that  Luxembourg, 
Italy  and  the  Netherlands  would 
not  have  made  the  proposal 
without  prior  signs  of  agreement 
from  Britain  and  the  rest  of  the 
Community. 

The  Netherlands’  apparent  sip- 
port  for  the  initiative  is  signifi¬ 
cant,  as  the  Hague  shares  Britain's 
fears  that  independent  European 
diplomacy  could  be  read  by 

Saddam  Hnasein  as  a  chmk  in  the 
armour  of  the  coalition  ranged 
against  him 

The  Foreign  Office  did  not 
immediately  confirm  its  support 
for  foe  EC  initiative,  saying  it 
expected  political  directors  meet¬ 
ing  in  Luxembourg  today  to  judge 
how  best  to  act  after  Geneva. 

“There  is  no  problem  in  prin¬ 
ciple  with  talking  to  Iraq.  It  is  a 
matter  of  how  best  to  make  a 
contribution,”  officials  said.  Any 
such  meeting  should  deliver  the 
same  message  as  before:  that  Iraq 
should  leave  Kuwait,  and  be 
assured  that  if  it  did  so  it  would 
not  be  attacked. 

In  Brussels,  EC  foreign  policy 
officials  said  Luxembourg  eff¬ 
ectively  has  a  mandate  to  propose 
talks  with  Iraq  without  seeking 
renewed  consent  from  its  EC 
partners,  provided  it  could  find  a 
venue  other  than  Baghdad. 


far  any  joint  initiative  with 
France. 

Last  month  he  met  Saddam  in 
Baghdad,  later  visiting  M  Mitter¬ 
rand  in  Paris.  It  is  believed  that  he 
told  the  French  that  Saddam  was 
still  open  to  a  compromise  that 
included  the  international  con¬ 
ference. 

Some  observers  in  Paris  wonder 
whether  last  weekend's  long  meet¬ 
ing  between  foe  Iraqi  leader  and 
Michel  Vauzelle  —  foe  French 
politician  with  close  links  to  the 
Elysfe  —  was  intended  to  test 
Saddam’s  position.  Soon  after 
returning,  M  Vauzelle  called  for  a 
Franco- Arab  initiative. 

“There  are  two  types  of  country 
from  which  Saddam  is  awaiting 
action,”  M  Vauzelle  said.  “Franoe, 
with  whom  he  has  enjoyed  a  15- 
year  partnership,  and  certain  Arab 
stales.”  Rumours  are  circulating 
that  M  Mitterrand’s  old  confidant, 
the  foreign  minister,  Roland  Du¬ 
mas,  may  be  sent  to  Baghdad.  He 
will  meet  Arab  ambassadors  to¬ 
day,  including  those  from  Iraq  and 
Kuwait,  in  Paris. 

•  TUNIS --Staff  of  the  American 
embassy  and  ordinary  Americans 
are  leaving  Algeria  because  of 
death  threats  from  pro-lxaqi  Mus¬ 
lim  extremist  groups.  Western 
diplomats  in  Tunis  said-  The 
British  embassy,  too,  has  received 
similar  hate  mail  (Penny  Gihbins 
writes). 

Diplomatic  sources  in  Algiers 
said  that  the  letters  from  Islamic 
fundamentalists  threatened  tO  kill 
not  only  their  embassy  staff  but 
also  ordinary  British  and  Ameri¬ 
can  citizens  if  war  breaks  ouL 

Fears  for  their  safety  increased 
after  calls  from  Algeria's  ruling 
party  for  anti-Western  demonstra¬ 
tions  if  war  is  declared.  Ahmed 
Ben  Bella,  foe  framer  president, 
had  said  earlier  that  the  embassies 
were  legitimate  targets  for 
demonstrations. 

The  sources  confirmed  that  the 
Americans  have  begun  sending 
non-essential  staff  and  dependants 
out  of  Algeria.  But  the  American 
embassy  said  there  had  been  no 
official  ruling  from  Washington  to 
begin  evacuating  staff 


Conor  Gnrisc  OTfaiea,  page  12 
Diary,  page  12 
Leading  article,  page  13 


Beqjedid:  received 
from  President 


Firm  affiance:  John  Major  and  President  Mnharak  of  Egypt  shaking  hands  in  Cairo  yesterday 
daring  foe  prime  minister’s  brief  stopover  to  discuss  developments  in  foe-Golf  .. 


GPs  may 
treat 
wounded 

By  Jnx  Sherman 

SOCIAL  SERVICES 

CORRESPONDENT 

FAMILY  doctors  and  volunteers 
may  be  called  into  NHS  hospitals 
to  help  with  war  casualties  from 
the  Guff 

A  health  department  circular, 
restricted  to  senior  officers,  ex¬ 
plains  contingency  plans  for  treat¬ 
ing  the  wounded.  It  admits  that 
defence  ministry  hospitals  would 
be  able  to  cope  with  casualties  for 
only  the  first  24  horns  after  the 
outbreak  of  war. 

From  the  second  day  of  hostil¬ 
ities,  NHS  hospitals  all  over 
England  would  have  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  accept  the  war  wounded 
by  making  60-70  beds  available 
each  day  for  five  days.  Each  region 
should  be  prepared  to  accept  500 
admissions,  the  circular  says. 

“Hospitals,  if  stretched,  may  be 
able  to  on  family  health . 
service  authorities  for  local  GPS’ 
assistance  to  offset  staff  short- 
ss,”  says  the  document  In 
addition,  managers  are  advised  to 
draw  np  policies  for  volunteers  to 
help  receive,  transport  or  treat 
casualties.  This  could  indude 
asking  trained  former  members  of 
staff  to  stand  by. 

A  health  department  spokes¬ 
man  admitted  that  thousands  of 
routine  hospital  operations  may 
have  to  be  cancelled  if  war  does 
breakout. 


Man  in  the  news 


Enigmatic  survivor 
of  Iraqi  intrigues 

By  Michael  Knipe.  diplomatic  correspondent  ■ 

Aziz’s  ground-breaking  circuit  of  international  diplomacy. 


TARIQ 

meeting  with  James  Baker  yes¬ 
terday  demonstrated  anew  the 
remarkable  degree  of  trust  placed 
in  him  by  President  Saddam 
Hussein. 

In  the  suspicion-ridden  ranks  of 
Middle  East  diplomacy  and  Iraqi 
power  politics,  this  Christian  for¬ 
mer  schoolteacher  has  retained  the 
confidence  of  his  master,  the  self- 
appointed  strongman  of  the  Mus¬ 
lim  world,  with  extraordinary 
effectiveness.  There  appears  to 
have  been  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of 
foe  Iraqi  leader  that  Mr  Aziz  could 
best  handle .  the  crucial  direct 
contact  with  the  Americans.  For 
more  than  a  decide,  he  has  been 
Saddam’s  primary  link?  with  the 
international  community,  surviv¬ 
ing  the  travails  of  internal  skul¬ 
duggery  and  Gulf  war  assassi¬ 
nation  attempts  with  aplomb. 

There  were  rumours  a  week 
after  the  Iraqi  invasion  of  Kuwait 
that  Mr  Aziz  had  been  removed 
from  office  and  possibly  executed 
for  opposing  the  action,  but  he 
soon  re-emerged,  faithfully 
expressing  his  master’s  rationale 
for  an  act  of  unprovoked  aggres¬ 
sion  that  shocked  friend  and  foe 
alike. 

Despite  foe  years  be  has  spent 
meeting  leading  statesmen  on  the 


MIDDLE  EAST  OBSERVER 


Arab  leaders  talk  of  peace  but  ship  out  gold 


WHILE  publicly  speaking  of  their  hopes 
for  peace,  Arab  leaders  in  the  Gulf  states 
lave  been  malting  preparations  for  war. 

To  protect  their  wealth  and  property, 
unprecedented  consignments  of  gold  bul¬ 
lion  are  said  to  be  on  their  way  for 
safekeeping  in  Europe  and  the  United 
States.  The  merchants  of  Dubai,  many  of 
whom  are  of  Iranian  origin,  are  consid¬ 
ering  an  offer  from  Iran  to  send  their 
valuables  to  Tehran  for  storage  until  the 
conflict  has  been  resolved. 

In  Tehran  this  week,  the  highest- 
ranking  Iraqi  delegation  to  visit  the 
country  since  the  Tdamir  revolution  of 
1979  talked  of  “a  strategic  alliance”  The 
delegation  was  given  such  a  warm 
welcome  by  Iranian  officials  that  it  viably 
wicgimaH  the  many  families  of  men  killed 
in  the  eight-year  Iran-Iraq  war. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Iranian  army  was 


preparing  for  large-scale  exercises  near  its 

border  with  Iraq  to  prevent  any  fighting 
between  Iraq  and  the  multinational  force 
from  stalling  over  into  its  territory. 

Iran,  which  has  condemned  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Western  troops  in  Saudi  Arabia  in 
more  vehement  terms  than  it  has  used  to 
describe  Iraq's  invasion  of  Kuwait,  is 
reliably  learnt  to  have  told  the  United 
Stales  and  Britain  to  overthrow  President 
Saddam  Hussein  without  delay,  as  well  as 
to  leave  the  area  promptly. 

However,  Tehran  issued  a  warning  to 
the  Western  allies  yesterday  not  to  bomb 
any  of  Iraq's  Shw  holy  sites.  This  will  be 
quite  easy  to  observe,  at  least  during 
daylight,  since  most  of  the  shrines  have 
large  domes  covered  with  gold  leaf  which 
shine  brightly. 

Meanwhile,  it  is  not  in  any  doubt  that 
SaAfaw,  thf»  nffln  triinpwwrf  the  Kurdish 


city  of  Halabja  in  1988,  has  become  a 
Muslim  religious  hero. 

In  Pakistan  yesterday,  many  were 
surprised  when  a  government  minister 
broke  ranks  with  his  colleagues  to 
condemn  Saudi  Arabia’s  decision  to 
request  help  against  Saddam.  Maufana 
Abdus-Sattar  Khan  Niazi,  a  deric  who 
heads  foe  ministry  of  local  government, 
accused  the  United  Slates  of  wanting  to 
grab  the  oil  fields  of  the  region.  Pakistan,  a 
close  ally  of  Saudi  Arabia,  has  dispatched 
15,000  men  to  join  the  allied  forces. 
Washington  has  urged  all  US  citizens  to 
leave  Pakistan  before  January  IS. 

In  Syria,  Shell  and  Marathon  oil 
companies,  respectively  of  The 
Netherlands  and  America,  have  begun 
evacuating  their  staff  Lufthansa,  the 
German  airline,  announced  (hat  it  would 
no  longer  station  any  personnel  in 


Damascus.  Altogether,  more  than  1 5 
airlines  have  now  stopped  or  restricted 
flights  to  the  region. 

A  bright  spot  is  that  the  conflict  has 
helped  to  inject  fresh  life  in  foe  media  in 
the  region.  The  hitherto  timid  press  in 
Saudi  Arabia  has  been  allowed  more 
freedom,  making  it  a  more  interesting 
read.  The  Egyptian  press  has  gathered  a 
new  following  everywhere.  Where  censor¬ 
ship  blocks  Egyptian  newspapers  from 
reaching  regional  capitals,  Cairo  Radio  is 
being  listened  to  attentively.  Hours  are 
befog  devoted  to  almost  unrestrained 
discussions  of  the  conflict  between  news¬ 
paper  editors,  and  the  broadcasts  make 
riveting  listening.  Iraqis  risk  imprison¬ 
ment  if  they  tone  in,  though  Saddam 
himself  is  known  to  be  an  avid  listener. 

Hazhir  Telmoorian 


wheeling  and  dealing  with  close 
Eastern  and  Western  allies  such  as 
the  Soviet  Union  and  France;  and 
bartering  in  the  diplomatic  ba¬ 
zaars  of  the  Arab  world  with  the 
Syrians,  Egyptians  and  Libyans, 
nobody  appears  to  have  pene¬ 
trated  his  suave  demeanour  suf¬ 
ficiently  to  detect  whether  his 
personal  beliefs  vary  from  those  of 
his  master. 

Mr  Aziz  spent  foe  Gulf  war 
years  presenting  a  relatively  mod¬ 
erate  and  reasonable  image  of  the 
Iraqi  leadership  to  the  Western 
world.  When  questioned  about  foe 
regime’s  use  of  chemical  weapons 
against  its  Kurdish  population,  he 
simply  denied  it 

He  presents  a  sophisticated 
image,  wearing  smart  Western 
suits,  enjoying  good  cigars  and 
speaking  excellent  English.  Al¬ 
though  he  is  not  a  member  of  the 
Iraqi  leader's  inner  cirde,  which 
consists  almost  entirely  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  Saddam's  own  Tikriti  clan, 
Mr  Aziz  is  the  only  Christian  on 
the  key  ruling  bodies  in  Iraq  —  the 
Revolutionary  Command  Coun¬ 
cil,  the  Iraqi  wing  of  foe  ruling 
Baatb  Party,  and  foe  govemmenL 

Mr  Aziz  is  a  Chaldean  Catholic, 
a  minority  group  within  Iraq’s 
minority  Christian  community 
and  whose  adherents  still  speak  a 
dialect  of  the  ancient  Aramaic 
language  reputed  to  have  been  foe 
language  of  Christ  He  grew  up  in 
the  village  of  Tell  Raff  near  the 
northern  city  of  Mosul  in  the 
foothills  of  the  Kurdish  moun¬ 
tains.  in  an  area  that  was  a  centre 
of  Arab  nationalism  40  years  ago. 

His  family  moved  to  Baghdad, 
where  he  studied  English  literature 
at  the  capital's  college  of  fine  arts. 
He  became  a  teacher  and  joined 
the  Baath  party  and  at  one  stage 
was  in  a  faction  of  the  party  in 
opposition  to  that,  of  Saddam. 
After  foe  armed  forces  ousted  the 
Baathists  in  1963,  Mr  Aziz  devel¬ 
oped  links  with  the  faction  inside 
the  party  that  had  its  origin  in  the 
central  town  of  Takrit,  Saddam's 
home  town. 

In  1968,  after  the  Baath  party 
seized  power,  he  became  editor  of 
the  regime’s  Al-Thawm  news¬ 
paper,  then  information  minister 
five  years  later  and  foreign  min¬ 
ister  in  1983.  In  that  role  he-played 
an  important  part  in  securing 
Western  political  and  military 
support  for  Baghdad  in  its  war 
with  the  Iranians. 


Briton  in 
Baghdad 
court 

A  Welshman  who  disappeared  in 
Iraq  after  the  invasion  of  Kuwait: 
is  expected  to  appear  in  a  Baghdad  ■ 
court  today,  accused  of  trying  lo; 
leave  the  country  illegally  (Mich¬ 
ael  Knipe  writes). 

He  is  Patrick  Trigg,  aged  54, 
who  works  for  McAlpine’s,  the 
construction  company.  Mr  Trigg, 
an  Arabic  speaker,  has  spent 
several  years  working  in  Iraq. 
Sources  in  Whitehall  said  that  foe 
Iraqis  had  previously  assured  the 
British  government  that  it  was  noL 
holding  him. 

Mr  Trigg's  wife,  Sylvia,  said 
yesterday  that  it  appeared  her 
husband  had  been  held  in  solitary 
confinement  after  making  an  un¬ 
successful  attempt  to  escape  from 
Iraq  four  months  ago,  when  the 
Iraqi  authorities  were  preventing 
Westerners  from  leaving. 

Mrs  Trigg  said  that  there  were 
unconfirmed  reports  that  her  hus¬ 
band  had  been  taken  to  foe  Iraqi 
port  city  of  Basra  as  part  of 
President  Saddam  Hussein’s  “hu¬ 
man  shield”  plan  to  place 
Westerners  in  strategic  sites  to 
prevent  an  attack  by  the  multi¬ 
national  forres  in  the  Guff 

She  said:  “Until  the  Foreign 
Office  rang  me  today,  I  had 
absolutely  nothing  official  as  to 
whether  Patrick  was  alive  or 
dead.”  Mrs  Trigg  said  that  she 
believed  the  Baghdad  court  would 
deport  her  husband.  “It  is  the 
news'  we  have  waited  for  for 
months,”  she  added. 

The  Foreign  Office  could  not 
confirm  that  Mr  Trigg  would  be 
deported.  An  official  said:  “The 
embassy  in  Baghdad  is  in  contact 
with  the  Iraqi  authorities  and  we 
are  doing  all  we  can”. 

Pilot  dies  in  crash 

Saudi  Arabia  —  An  American  air 
force  F16  fighter-bomber  crashed 
on  a -night  framing  flight  in 
northern  Saudi  Arabia  and  foe 
pilot  was  killed,  a  military  state¬ 
ment  said.  The  crash  brought  to  99 
foe  death  toll  among  American 
forces  in  the  Guff  A  British  F4 
Phantom  fighter-bomber  on  a 
training  flight  crashed  in  foe 
Mediterranean  off  Cyprus  but 
both  pilots  ejected  safely,  a  British 
military  spokesman  said.  (Reuter) 

Iran  stays  neutral 

Tehran  —  Iran  will  stay  neutral  if 
fighting  erupts  in  the  Gulf  and  it 
will  not  allow  either  side  to  use  its ' 
airspace,  sea  or  land,  according  to 
Rear  Admiral  Abbas  Mohtaj,  foe 
deputy  commander  of  Iran's  navy. 
He  said  a  Gulf  clash  was  in¬ 
evitable  if  Iraq  refused  to  with¬ 
draw  from  Kuwait  “We  will  not 
allow  either  of  foe  sides  involved 
to  use  our  air,  sea  and  land  spaces 
against  the  other,”  he  said.  Iran 
has  been  equally  critical  of  the 
Western  military  build-up.  (AFP)  * 


Call  for  jihad 


Sheikh  Assad  Bayufo  al-Timi 
above,  a  religious  leader  of 
Palestinian  organisation  Han 
gesturing  during  an  address  it 
meeting  of  the  International 
famic  Conference  in  Bagfa 
yesterday.  He  called  on  Musli 
from  all  over  foe  world  to  launc 
jihad,  or  holy  war,  against  * 
traitors  and  infidels  led  bv 
United  States”. 

Epidemic  alert  . 

Abo  Dhabi  —  Arab  health  m 
isters  yesterday  accused  Iraq 
destroying  health  services  in  F 
wait  The  ministers,  represent] 
countries  of  the  Gulf  Co-operati 
Council  excluding  Iraq,  said  1 
emirate  faced  epidemics  ofcholi 
apd  other  contagio 
diseases.  (AP) 
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Anti-war 
overwhelm  the 

postbag  on 
Capitol  Hill 


Overseas  News  9 


From  Susan  Elucott  in  Washington 

K?  JJ®?  .rye'Cauftnng  hem  in  throwback  lo  the 
on  McCain  s  postbag  this  week 


.  s  a  bright  yellow  rubber  glove  — 
jawped,  franked  and  delivered  by 
Je  US  postal  service.  The  Capitol 
Hill  address  of  the  Republican 
senator  is  printed  on  the  palm, 
.  while  that  of  the  sender,  a  constit¬ 
uent  in  Flagstaff  Arizona,  fills  the 
thumb.  In  large  letters  along  the 
back,  of  the  glove  are  the  words: 
No  more  war. 

Senator  McCain  is  one  of  a 
handful  of  career  military  men  in 
Congress.  The  former  navy  fighter 
pilot  and  prisoner  of  war  in  North 
Vietnam  represents  a  state  known 
for  its  conservatism.  But,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  staff,  the  letters  he  has 
received  from  Arizonans  opposed 
to  the  use  of  force  to  drive  Iraq  out 
of  Kuwait  outnumber  those  who 
support  a  war  by  eight  to  one. 

His  daily  load  of  corres¬ 
pondence  on  the  Gulf  conflict  is 
more  striking  for  its  similarities  to 
that  of  his  colleagues  —  whether 
Democrat  or  Republican  —  iha™ 
its  differences.  For  weeks,  opinion 
polls  have  shown  Americans 


McCain:  Arizona  constituents 

oppose  war  by  eight  to  one 

are  split  roughly  60:40  in  their 
support  for  President  Bush's 
preparations  to  resort  to  combat, 
if  necessary,  to  force  Iraq's  with¬ 
drawal,  even  if  they  do  not  favour' 
a  war. 

Support  is  strongest  in  big  cities, 
especially  on  the  east  coast,  and 
areas  of  high  education  or  where 
there  are  military  bases.  As  a  rule 
of  thumb,  the  split  is  consistent 
across  the  country,  although  the 
degree  of  interest  varies.  Califor¬ 
nia  has,  small  but  strong  pro-  and. 
anti-war  voices,  reflecting  its  role 
in  the  defence  industry  and  a 


to  the  1960s,  while 
most  of  its  population  shows  a 
weak  but  common  inclination  to 
support  the  president  in  foreign 
policy. 

Postbags  on  Capitol  Hill  also 
reveal  that  voters  have  grown 
more  anxious  fine  members  of 
Congress  to  go  on  record  with 
their  views  in  the  run-up  to  the 
January  I S  United  Nations  dead¬ 
line  for  Iraq’s  pullout  Many  have 
joined  Mr  Bush  in  criticising 
Congress  for  foiling  to  send  a  clear 
message  to  President 
Hussein  that  America  is  serious 
about  the  deadline. 

Unfortunately  for  Mr  Bush, 
some  of  the  loudest  advocates  of 
debate  or  a  vote  on  US  Gulf  policy 
have  come  from  those  who  least 
support  him,  including  Tom  Har- 
kin,  a  liberal  Democrat  from  the 
Midwest’s  traditionally  isola¬ 
tionist  Iowa. 

Mr  Hartdn  has  received  about 
500  letters  in  the  past  week  on  the 
conflict.  An  estimated  one  in  three 
support  his  view  that  the  White 
House  should  give  sanctions  and 
diplomacy  longer  to  work.  So 
many  calls  have  flooded  his  office 
since  he  appeared  on  television 
last  week  that  staff  are  no  longer 
recording  those  from  non-Iowans. 
Dan  Cesar,  the  mayor  of  & 
town,  wrote  to  say  his  friends  and 
neighbours  were  concerned  about 
Mr  Bush’s  “change  of  emphasis 
from  defence  to  offence”  after  last 
November’s  mid-term  elections. 

A  resident  of  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  typed  three  pages  of  fools¬ 
cap  to  Paul  Weflstone,  Vermont’s 
new  Democratic  senates',  catting 
for  a  debate. 

The  Gulf  has  swamped 
congressmen  since  their  return  to 
Washington  last  week,  delaying 
die  scheduling  of  hearings  on 
almost  every  other  issue  and 
preventing  a  leisurely  run-in  fen- 
new  members. 

Since  taking  up  his  post  less 
than  a  week  ago,  Mr  Wdlstone  has 
received  one  letter  about  the 
federal  budget  deficit,  four  about 
the  country’s  shaky  banking  in¬ 
dustry,  a  couple  of  dozen  each  on 
agriculture,  energy  policy  and  the 
environment,  but  a  pile  18  indies 
deep  on  the  Gulf  These  spill  out 
Of  pigeonholes  in  his  makeshift 
mail  room  as  staffers  try  to 
'  organise  an  office  strewn  with  files 
and  boxes. 


Ships  ofthe  tine:  Royal  Navy  and  Royal  Fleet  Auxiliary  vessels  getting  into  position  in  the  Gnlf  for  a  sail  past  to  salute  John  Major,  oa 
board  HMS  London  offDhahran  during  his  torn*  of  British  forces.  The  prime  minister  later  met  President  Mubarak  of  Egypt  in  Cairo 


Baptism  of  fire  for  new  weapons 


THE  build-up  of  American  and 
British  fences  in  the  Gulf  includes 
weapon  systems  that  are  so  new 
they  have  only  recently  completed 
test-firing  programmes,  according 
to  military  sources. 

Britain  has  sent  some  systems 
straight  off  the  production  line  to. 
be  tried  out  in  the  desert  in  the 
event  of  a  war  with  Iraq.  They 
include  the  Alarm  air-launched, 
anti-radar  tniwale  that,  was  still 
being  tested  by  British  Aerospace 
Dynamics,  the  manufacturer,  in 
California  three  months  ago.  The 
Alarm  missile,  chosen  for  the  RAF 
in  preference  to  an  American 
alternative,  a  system  called  Harm 
—  winch  is  also  out  in  the  Gulf 
with  American  fighters  —  is  being 
fitted  to  Tornado  GRls. 

A  thermal  imaging  system  that 
wfll  enable  commanders  of  Army 
Air  Corps  Lynx  helicopters  to 
attack  Iraqi  tanks  at  night  was  not 
due  in  service  until  lata- this  year. 
Now  about  half  the  Lynxes  in  the 
Gulf  will  have  the  system  installed 
by  January  15. 

New  laser  target  markers  are 
being  acquired  for  Gazelle  ob¬ 
servation  helicopters  so  that  Iraqi 
targets  can  be  ‘^Humiliated”  and 
missiles  and  other  weapons  guided . 

accurately.. .  _  ' 

Among  the  new  American 
weapons  that  have  been  deployed 


Some  of  the  weapons  systems  in  place  with 
British  and  American  forces  in  the  Gulf  are 
so  new,  Michael  Evans  writes,  that  they 
have  yet  to  be  fully  tested 


quietly  in  the  Gulf  is  the  Army 
Tactical  Missile  System 
(ATACMS).  The  American  army 
only  recently  completed  testing 
this  deep-attack  missile  system 
and  deployed  the  operational  test 
battery  from  Fort  Sill  to  Saudi 
Arabia.  -The  weapon  has  been 
integrated  with  the  American 
Multiple  Launch  Rocket  System 
(MLRS).  They  are  similar  in 
design.  The  ATACMS  can  deliver 
1,000  homblets  over  a  range  of 
about  ninety  miles. 

The  British  bnild-up  of  forces 
indudes  a  big  display  of  artillery 
and  combat  helicopters,  one 
weapon  system  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  initially  had  rejected  for 
deployment  to  the  Gul£  The 
Americans  had  offered  to  support 
Britain’s  7th  Armoured  Brigade 
with  their  own  attack  helicopters,, 
but  when  the  deddon  was  taken  to 
send  the  4th  Armoured  Brigade  to 
form  a  division  in  Saudi  Arabia, 
the  need  for  helicopters  became 
paramount. 

Now  the  Army  Air  Corps  has  18 


Gazelle  and  18  Lynx  helicopters  in 
the  Guff  an  integral  part  of  1  (UK) 
Armoured  Division.  The  Lynxes 
are  armed  with  improved  TOW 
anti-tank  missiles,  capable  of 
penetrating  Iraqi  armour  more 
than  two  miles  away. 

The  unit  deployed,  4  Regiment 
Army  Air  Corps,  consisting  of 654, 
659  and  661  squadrons,  will  be 
capable  of  firing  144  missiles  in  a 
concentrated  attack.  On  a  recent 
tactical  exercise  in  Germany,  the 
regiment  scored  a  92  per  cent  hit 
rate  against  targets,  firing  TOW 
missiles  from  Lynx  helicopters  in 
concealed  positions. 

The  British  artillery  batteries  in 
Saudi  Arabia  comprise:  60  M109s> 
capable  of  firing  961b  shells  over  a 
range  of  12  miles  in  a  sustained 
bum  of  one  round  a  minute;  12 
Ml  IQs,  that  can  fire  2001b  shells 
over  a  range  of  19  miles  in  three- 
minute  bursts  of  one  round  a 
minute;  and  12  Multiple  Launch 
Rocket  System*  that  can  fire  12 
rockets  atr-a  time,' each  containing 
644  bombfets,  targeting  an  area 


the  size  of  six  football  pitches  20 
miles  away. 

For  air  defence,  the  British 
forces  have  12  standard  Rapier 
anti-aircraft  missile  launchers 
with  a  range  of  6,800  metres, 
another  12  tracked  Rapier  systems 
each  of  which  has  a  “30-second- 
into-actian  time”  with  eight  mis¬ 
siles  to  launch,  and  96  detach¬ 
ments  that  have  been  equipped 
with  Javelin  short-range,  shoul¬ 
der-fixed  guided  weapon  systems 
with  a  range  of  4,500  metres 
against  fighter  ground  attack  air¬ 
craft. 

According  to  the  latest  intelli¬ 
gence,  Iraq  is  continuing  to  pour 
men  and  equipment  into  Kuwait 
and  southern  Iraq.  About  590,000 
men  are  estimated  to  be  in  the 
region  with  4,200  tanks,  3,000 
artillery  guns  and  2,600  armoured 
personnel  carriers. 

Experts  believe,  however,  that 
President  Saddam  Hussein  is 
approaching  the  point  at  which  he 
will  see  Iraq's  economy  grind  to  a 
halt  because  of  the  call-up. 

His  aim  is  to  have  60  divisions 
under  arms,  but  that  will  require 
half  the  country’s  -men  aged 
between  1 8  and  50.  “That  is  when 
the  economy  will  grind  to  a  halt,” 
one  source  said.  “For  example, 
Saddam  wfll  have  to  take  people 
from  tiie  agricultural  sector.” 


Jordan 

closes 

border  to 
refugees 

From  Richard  Owen 

IN  JERUSALEM 

TENSION  rose  yesterday  on  the 
Jordanian  borders  with  Israel  and 
Iraq,  amid  fears  that  Jordan  could 
become  a  battleground  and  even 
disintegrate  altogether  in  the  event 
of  war. 

Amman  closed  its  border  with 
Iraq,  saying  that  refugees  from 
Iraq  and  Kuwait  would  not  be 
allowed  to  cross  into  Jordan 
because  it  could  not  afford  to 
assist  the  refugees  unless  it  re¬ 
ceived  more  foreign  aid. 

The  decision,  announced  by 
Salameh  Hammad,  a  senior  in¬ 
terior  ministry  official  in  Amman, 
appeared  to  apply  to  “third  coun¬ 
try  nationals”  such  as  the  refugees 
from  the  Indian  sub-continent 
who  flooded  Jordan  in  the  early 
days  of  the  Gulf  confrontation. 

Mr  Hammad  said  the  Jor- 
danian-Iraqi  border  would  re¬ 
open  after  a  “repatriation 
programme’'  providing  for  an 
airlift  of  all  evacuees  had  been 
formulated  by  “international 
organisations  and  world  govern¬ 
ments”.  Jordan  needed  tens  of 
millions  of  dollars  to  cope  with  a 
further  wave  of  refugees  in  the 
event  of  war. 

Although  Jordan  has  been 
consistently  pro-Iraqi  since  the 
begriming  of  the  confrontation, 
reports  in  Israel  have  suggested 
growing  tensions  between  Amman 
and  Baghdad  in  recent  days.  They 
point  to  the  absence  of  any 
mention  of  Jordan  in  speeches  by 
President  Saddam  Hussein.  Re¬ 
ports  also  claim  that  a  rift  has 
developed  between  King  Hussain 
and  Saddam  over  the  alleged 
transfer  by  the  Jordanians  to  the 
United  States  of  “sensitive  mili¬ 
tary  intelligence”. 

Anticipating  conflict  on  the 
Jordan-Israel  border,  Jordan's 
armed  forces  have  recently  held 
manoeuvres  along  the  Jordan 
valley  and  have  reinforced  fron¬ 
tier  outposts.  The  Israelis  say  it 
would  be  “suicidal"  for  the  Jor¬ 
danian  army  to  face  the  Israeli 
army  alone  without  substantial 
Iraqi  reinforcements.  But  an  Is¬ 
raeli  fear  is  that  tensions  in 
Amman  may  lead  to  a  resurgence 
of  Palestinian '  nationalism  and 
Islamic  fundamentalism,  bringing 
about  the  fall  of  King  Husain. 

High  alert:  Israeli  armed  fortes 
have  gone  on  the  highest  state  of 
readiness. 

David  Levy,  the  foreign  min¬ 
ister,  said  that  Israel  would  not 
hesitate  to  retaliate  against  an 
Iraqi  attack  even  if  that  meant 
damaging  the  American-Arab  co¬ 
alition  against  Iraq. 


Belgrade  orders  army  to 
disarm  local  militias 


From  DeSSaTREVISAN  IN  BELGRADE 


THE  Yugoslav  state  presi¬ 
dency  yesterday  ordered  the 
federal  army  to  disarm  para¬ 
military  forces  across  the 
country  and  it  gave  ten  days  to 
what  it  called  “illegal  armed 
units"  to  disband. 

The  move  came  only  24 
hours  before  the  six  Yugoslav 
republics  were  scheduled  to 
meet  in  Belgrade  to  negotiate 
on  the  future  of  the  federation. 

The  republics  are  split  be¬ 
tween  those  which  want  a 
centralised  federation  and 
those  which  have  already 
opted  for  a  loose  confedera¬ 
tion,  insisting  on  national 
independence  and  sovereign¬ 
ty.  Croatia  and  Slovenia  have 
already  declared  their  in¬ 
dependence  and  have  formed 
their  own  police  and  territorial 
defence  units  under  local 
command. 

Justifying  the  steps  which 
are  bound  to  lead  to  a  direct 
confrontation  between  the 
Yugoslav  army  and  the  au¬ 
thorities  in  Slovenia  and  Cro¬ 
atia,  the  presidency  claimed 
that  armed  conflict  could 
erupt  between  republics  and 
ethnic  groups. 

The  eight-member  presi¬ 
dency,  which  is  in  charge  of 
Yugoslavia’s  armed  forces, 
said  in  a  statement  that  m 
different  parts  of  the  country 
“paramilitary’  groups"  have 
been  formed  under  the  orders 

of  republican  governments 
“with  the  intent  of  carrying 
out  terrorist  activities  .  Al¬ 


though  it  did  not  name  the 
republics  involved,  it  dearly 
directed  its  action  against 
Slovenia  and  Croatia  where 
territorial  defence  units  were 
recently  reinforced  and  where 
the  freely  elected  governments 
insist  that  defence  and  police 
forces  must  come  under  local 
command. 

Recently  Slovenia  pur¬ 
chased  Western-made  rifles, 
while  Croatia  imported  from 
Hungary  Kalashnikov  assault 
rifles  for  its  police  force. 

The  presidency  said  that  the 
arming  of  “illegal  groups” 
increased  the  danger  of  an 
armed  uprising  and  could  lead 
to  intercommunal  violence.  It 
gave  ten  days  to  these  militias 


to  hand  over  their  arms  to  the 
Yugoslav  army  command 

There  is  growing  fear  that 
die  move  could  be  a  prelude  to 
an  army  takeover  in  Croatia 
and  Slovenia. 

A  source  dose  to  the  gov¬ 
ernment  said  that  the  federal 
administration  was  consid¬ 
ering  resigning  after  the  illegal 
decision  by  the  Communist- 
run  Serbia  to  print  currency 
with  a  face  value  of  £730 
million  to  cover  what  it  said 
were  its  financial  needs. 

The  two  moves  illustrated 
the  disintegration  of  federal 
authority  in  Yugoslavia,- 
whose'  six  constituent  repub¬ 
lics  are  rent  by  deep  ethnic, 
religious  and  political  divides. 


Threat  of 
Albanian 
election 
boycott 

From  Associated  Press 
IN  VIENNA 

ALBANIA’S  main  opposition 
party  is  considering  boycott¬ 
ing  parliamentary  ejections  on 
February  10,  unless  the  com¬ 
munist  leadership  postpones 
them,  Petrit  Dodbefoa,  a  lead¬ 
ing  member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  said  yesterday.  A  six- 
man  negotiating  team  I wrf 
failed  in  talks  this  week  to 
convince  President  Alia  to 
agree  to  a  postponement 
The  Albanian  state  news 
agency,  ATA,  quoted  Mr  Alia 
as  saying  that  Albania’s  pol¬ 
itical  and  economic  problems 
were  “making  ever  more  ur¬ 
gent,  quick,  free  and  open” 
elections. 

At  the  weekend  202  pris¬ 
oners,  jailed  for  political  of¬ 
fences  and  for  trying  to  defect, 
were  pardoned,  and  Enver 
Haliff  the  justice  minister, 
told  state  television  yesterday 
that  pardons  for  170  addi¬ 
tional  political  prisoners  were 
being  considered. 

•  BELGRADE:  Workers  in 
Albania's  biggest  coalmine  at 
Valias,  near  Tirana,  walked 
out  on  Monday,  pressing  de¬ 
mands  for  pay  increases  and  a 
postponement  of  the  country’s 
first  multiparty  elections  ar¬ 
ranged  for  February  10.  The 
Albanian  opposition  paper, 
Rilindja  Demokratike,  re¬ 
ported  the  stoppage.  (AFP) 


CELEBRATE 


EC  split  on  immigration  ‘timebomb’ 


From  Peter  Guilford 

in  BRUSSELS 

DEEP  divisions  threaten  European 

Sun,* 

the  Soviet 

ex0^us  nS  Africa.  The  European 
Union  and  No  deriding 

Coranussiou  yes^  enough  common 
"^andtegal  musete  to  foise  a  joint 
f^^on  pdicy,  although  officials  m 

sates  ^missioned  by 

1116  "T.  tt^frament  leadens  and 

SETS lie? 


timebomb”.  Britain  yesterday  suggested 
that  it  would  stifle  any  attempt  to  erode 
its  sovereignty  over  whom  to  allow  into 
the  country.  But  Germany,  faring  a  flood 
of  ethnic  Germans,  Poles  and  other  East 
Europeans,  wants  the  community  to 
share  the  burden.  The  Germans  may 
propose  free  circulation  rights  once 
immigrants  gain  access,  but  this  is 
currently  beyond  the  powers  of  the 
Treaty  of  Rome.  Such  a  plan  could  be 
vigorously  opposed  by  Belgium  and 
other  neighbours  of  Germany,  which 
fear  a  spill-over  of  immigrants  who  were 
attracted  first  to  the  Federal  Republic. 

The  commission  is  bracing  itself  fin- 
even  stronger  migratory  pressure  as  the 
Gulf  confrontation  pushes  die  eco¬ 
nomies  of  Eastern  Europe  towards 
collapse,  and  the  Soviet  Union  prepares 


to  issue  passports  to  its  citizens.  Ger¬ 
many  received  about  200,000  asylum 
requests  last  year,  while  Soviet  dip¬ 
lomats  have  unofficially  asked  Brussels 
to  admit  up  to  three  million  people.  “We 
are  simply  waiting  for  the  invasion,*'  aid 
one  official. 

According  to  the  report,  EC  states 
agree  on  the  need  for  tough  measures  to 
persuade  would-be  immigrants  to  stay 
put,  coupled  with  heavy  investment  by 
the  community  in  countries  most  prone 
to  emigration. 

•  BERLIN:  More  than  3,700  Soviet 
Jews  have  asked  for  asylum  in  Germany 
in  the  past  year,  with  hundreds  arriving 
this  month.  Several  of  the  16  states  in 
Germany  are  pressing  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  to  set  quotas,  a  move  which  is 
hotly  opposed  by  German  J&x&JAFP) 
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Trustftouse 
Forte  wish 
you  all  a  Happy 
New  Year.  And  to 
celebrates  there  are 
some  fantastic  offers 
for  you  to  enjoy.  From 
January  I  Oth  to  February 
28th,  you  can  enjoy  our  £91 
for  >91  promotion,  which  gives 
you  a  choice  of  4  unbelievable 
offers,  all  for  the  Incredibly  low 
price  of  £91.  Prices  are  per  person  per 
holiday.  Including  accommodation  m  a  twin 
or  double  room.  Full  English  Breakfast, 
as  well  as  VAT  and  service.  Depending  on 
how  much  time  you’ve  got  spare,  you  can 
choose  2,  3, 4  or  f  night  holidays  at  the 
hotels  listed  opposite. 

Just  pick  the  offer  that  takes  your  fancy, 
choose  the  hotel  and  location,  then  call  us 
free  to  book  a  New  Year  to  remember. 


5  NIGHT  HOUMI  FDR  £91  PER  PERSON 

Ctwl  Hotel  HiHngimV.  Crest  Hotel  CM*.  Aw  House  Hotel.  HmW 
Porameuth.  9l  Georgas  HoteL  Liverpool-  The  Snadey  P*V.  (ML  The  Regem 
P* ha.  London.  The  Wtne  Hart  Royal  HoroauHirMcdi.  The  Rc»ai  George. 
FVrtb.  The  Crown  Hotel  Scu ■borough.  The  Ffendr^gon-  Southiuo.  The  Be* 
ThatfartL  The  Royal  VhmuMi  Fbo  House  Hold  WtaMngton. 

4  NIGHT  HOUMY  FOR  £91  PER  PERSON 

fane  Hand  ftytotiur,.  The  Roebuck  Butldoru  HUE  The  Sufofr.  Bur,  Sr 
BbMdi.  Palace  Hotel,  town.  Fwr  House  Hstel  Chaster.  The  tisle.  Conwy. 
Wjtertoo  Hotel.  Crawthama.  Bush  Hold  fandom.  Pet  House  Hotel  I  mcnar. 
Eaajeoe  Pott  Houle  Held  Llacofci.  The  M.  Long  MetfonL  The  lensngum  Oose. 
London.  The  Strand  ftbre.  London.  LartfiHd  Hotel  MddMMMh  Fbs  htouSe  Hotel 
Haehaur.  Castle  aid  EiV  Mariboraugh-  Post  House  Had  NommghanV 
Derby  Mayflower  Houe  Hold  Plymouth.  The  Whne  Hone  Hornsey  Hcehfev 
Court  Hotel  RatMey  HaBaro  "fewer  ftra  Hone  Hold  Sheffield.  The  Dcfohn. 
Soutfctenptew.  Thames  Lodge.  StelnM.  The  Aivesioo  Manx  Set  aifurd-upots- 
Awo.  Bear  01  Rodtoough.  Stroud.  Bedford  Hotel  TMdocfc.  The  Grand  Atlanta. 
Wdw  nyer  Mem.  Crest  Had  tbwSL 

3  NIGHT  HOLIDAY  FOR  £91  PER  PERSON 


HA  Banbwy.  Porte  Heed,  Cold 


Brigham*.  Frenlt,  Hat 
Candwsley  The  Queen's  Cheltenham-  The  George.  Crawley.  Cr«  Hotel 
Darty  The  Luttreft  Arm.  Dent  The  Aloay  Gbcgowi  'jest  Hour  Htjh 
Wycombe.  Regere  Crest  ttsaeL  London.  St  George's  Hgtd,  London.  The  Exte&oc 
Hu  alienee  The  Amvnuh  Hotel  Pfedeford.  Gw  Hotd  Wewnttk  The 
Marre.  North  Berwick.  The  Metr«ole.  Pattern*  Ghyl  ttwor  Hotel  tinker.  Tty 
Prnce  o<  Wales  Hotd  Sauthport.  Uncom  Hotd  Stow  on  die  Wald.  Crest  Hotel 
Swindon.  The  hTpend.  Tortjua*.  Weac.  Hotel  WMwHc  Tty  BeWWd 
Windermere.  Tty  Otd  tngbnd.  Windermere. 

2  NIGHT  HOLIDAY  FOR  £91  PER  PERSON 

The  Burt  Swan.  Halmtiey.  Tty  Cavendsn.  London.  The  Waldorf  London.  The 
Wtacury  London.  The  Randolph  Oxford  Tty  Bear  Hold.  Wbattaodt. 


Trusthouse  Forte 


CALL  FREE  NOW  ON 

0800  424  424 


OR  SEE  YOUR  LOCAL  TRAVEL  AGENT 


AD  hotel  bookings  subject  to  ivadaWrtywftfi  a  (fnrted  number  of  rrxxtTSbesf^avaitabie  at  these  protrxjtxxwirsies  AH  d«ais  correct  at  time  o'*  publication 
Offer  uafld  from  January  lOthto  February  26th  1991  ixijsive.  Bookings  nw  be  made  tv  January  13th  1991.  Prce  of  £91  «  per  petvjn  on  a  bed  and 
breakfast  base  (or  1  J.  4.  or  5  twwcutive  ntgfiS,  when  shamg  a  tvorVdoubfe  room  only  Tte  offer  carrot  be  used  in  io»V'Qiori  wtth  any  other  otter 


BOOKINGS  MUST  BE  MADE  BY  JANUARY  I3TH 


this  is  all  you  need  to  know. 


If  you’re  a  woman  alone  or  with  children, 
breaking  down  can  be  an  unnerving  experience. 

Read  the  following  guidelines  prepared  by 
the  AA  in  conjunction  with  the  police  and 
women’s  organisations  and  you’ll  be  better 
prepared  to  cope. 

1.  Keep  your  car  well  maintained,  especially  the 
battery,  and  always  check  the  fuel  gauge.  Keep 
a  spare  gallon  in  the  boot. 

2.  Plan  your  route,  and  always  let  someone 
know  when  you  expect  to  arrive. 

3.  If  you  do  notice  something  wrong  with  the  car, 
carry  on  if  possible  and  stop  anywhere  there’s 
lots  of  people  and  a  phone. 

4.  If  you’re  an  AA  member,  tell  us  you’re  a 


woman  alone.  We’ll  make  getting  to  you  top 
priority  (as  would  any  reputable  motoring 
organisation). 

5.  If  your  car  does  leave  you  marooned,  never 
ever  try  to  hitch  a  lift. 

6.  Instead  raise  your  bonnet,  and  switch  on 
your  hazard  warning  lights.  Unless  there’s  a 
clear  danger  of  collision,  stay  inside  your  car, 
lock  all  doors  and  windows  and  wait  for  help. 

7.  If  someone  stops,  ask  for  assistance 
through  the  closed  window,  unless  you’re 
absolutely  sure  you  can  trust  them  (eg.  police, 
AA  or  RAC  patrol). 

8.  On  motorways,  pull  over  onto  the  hard 
shoulder  and  make  immediately  for  the  nearest 


roadside  telephone.  Return  to  your  car  but  don’t 
get  back  in.  Ten  per  cent  of  all  fatal  motorway 
accidents  actually  happen  on  the  hard  shoulder. 

9.  Remember,  these  are  only  guidelines,  and 
they  simply  can’t  cover  every  eventuality.  Your 
best  guideline  is  to  stay  calm,  and  think  clearly. 

10.  The  AA  has  assisted  in  the  production  of  a 
cassette  for  women  which  covers  these  breakdown 
guidelines,  and  how  to  deal  with  harassment. 

You  can  buy  a  copy  at  any  AA  shop*.  You  can 
get  the  security  of  AA  membership  for  you  or  your 
loved  ones  there,  or  wherever  you 
see  the  "Join  here"  sign,  or  simply 
call  0800  91  95  95  now. 

We’re  aH  you  need  to  know. 


"Subject  to  stocks. 


£ 
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Overseas  News  11 


Japan  seeks  to  heal 


rift  in  relations 
with  South  Korea 

TOSHIKI  Kaifit  ^  Joe  Joseph  in  Tokyo  and  Our  Foreign  Staff 

Prime  minister,  is  exDeSS^  a  warn“*  that  tionality.  Some  Korean  resi- 

apnounce  in  Seoul  imSLSSli  ■  J5L  ^  dents’.  as  wefl  ^  Europeans, 

Tokyo  win  stop  anBemrintSo  m  dialogue  with  the  Americans  and  other  for- 

Japan’s  700,0<W  IgSL  S2  once  rt  normallses  ^  eignere  who  have  to  cany  an 

2S?J**!n  two^a^.  ^  *carf-  bearing  “ 

A  Japanese  spokesman 
Quoted  Mr  Kaifu  as  saying 
that  Tokyo  would  consider 
Seoul’s  reservations,  particu¬ 
larly  its  concern  about  Pyong- 


j  ^cj^systemfonSS^m 

live  like  stateless  aliens  in  a 
country  which,  in  most  cases, 

is  tihe  only  home  they  know? 

I  wffll !any  its  concern  about  Pj 
most  fSJSn,  °  e  f  *****  DU£Jear  capabflity. 
SSmeSSS8  wou?d*  111  Daring  their  talks  yes- 
^  panese-Korean  relations,  terday,  the  two  also  agreed  to 


Ties  between  Tokyo  and  Seoul 
have  been  soured  by  Japan’s 
colonisation  of  the  Korean 
Pcnmsula  between  1910  and 
ms.  Tokyo’s  belated  apolo¬ 
gies  for  the  harshness  of  its 
rule  have  done  little  to  put 
Koreans  in  a  forgiving  mood. 
In  central  Seoul  yesterday 


join  forces  to  help  reforms 
succeed  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

A  South  Korean  spokesman 
said  that  the  two  countries 
would  co-operate  in  shipping 
consumer  goods  to  the  Soviet 
Union. 

The  thorny  issues  of  the 

4  sm  legaI  st?tns  of  Koreans  -  His  regional  diplomatic  of- 

many  of  whom  were  brought  fensive  will  take  him  on 
■  -  -  greeted  Mr  Kaifti  s  to  Japan  as  forced  labour  —  Sunday  on  a  seven-day  tour  of 

and  South  Korea's  chronic 


fingerprint,  have  refused  to 
accept  the  indignity  and  have 
staged  a  ten-year  legal  battle 
against  the  practice. 

Mr  Kaifu  will  have  another 
chance  to  gauge  the  level  of 
Korea's  animosity  today  when 
he  visits  Pagoda  Park  in  Seoul. 
The  park,  taken  over  by 
protesters  yesterday,  was  the 
site  of  a  1919  Korean 
proclamation  of  indepen¬ 
dence  from  Japanese  rule  that 
set  off  an  insurrection,  bru¬ 
tally  suppressed.  Mr  Kaifu 
will  be  visiting  the  park  to 
show  his  regret  for  the  past 

His  regional  diplomatic  of- 


arrival  for  a  two-day  visit. 

The  Japanese  leader  said;  “I 
want  to  take  a  major  step 
towards  building  good  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  so  that  they  can  be  railed 
truly  [dose  neighbours.  The 
time  is  ripe  for  Japan  to 
establish  relations  with  South 
Korea  that  look  to  the  future." 

In  a  meeting  yesterday  with 
President  Roh  of  South  Ko¬ 
rea,  the  two  leaders  agreed  to 
work  together  for  greater 
stability  in  Northeast  Asia, 
especially  on  the  Korean 
peninsula.  Mr  Kaifu 
to  keep  Seoul  informed  about 
Tokyo’s  plans  to  start  negotia¬ 
tions  with  North  Korea  later 
this  month  towards  normalis¬ 
ing  ties.  However,  President 


trade  imbalance  with  Japan 
will  be  discussed  today.  Mr 
Kaifu  is  expected  to  toll 
President  Roh  that  after  1993 
first  and  second-generation 
South  Korean  residents  of 
Japan  will  no  longer  have  to 
show  up  regularly  to  have 
their  index  fingers  in¬ 
stead  submitting  a  photograph 
and  registering  locally. 

Tokyo  is  also  said  to  be 
willing  to  allow  Korean  res¬ 
idents  to  work  as  civil  servants 
in  local  government  arid  to 
lecture  in  state  schools,  air 
though  they  will  still  be  re¬ 
fused  jobs  as  full-time  teach¬ 
ers.  But  Japanese  officials  will 
probably  demand  that  Kore¬ 
ans  first  take  Japanese  na- 
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Amnesty 
accuses 
inegal 
torture 

Annuity  International  says 
the  ^enegalese  government 
appears  to  have  given  security 
forces' a  virtual  blank  cheque 
to  torture  and  kill  people  in 
the  southern  Casaxnance  re¬ 
gion,  were  rebels  are  fighting 
for  independence. 

The  London-based  human 
rights  ,  group  adds  that  since 
last  June  hundreds  of  people 
have  {seen  arrested  in  Casa- 
mance,  where  the  Movement 
of  Casa  ma  nee’s  Democratic 
Forces  is  waging  a  guerrilla 
war  against  the  government, 
and  in  other  parts  of  SenegaL 
It  adds  that  “reports  of  extra¬ 
judicial  executions  have 
emerged  for  the  first  time 
since  1983”. 

The  Senegalese  embassy  in 
London  said  that  it  would  not 
comment  until  it  had  seen  the 
report. 

Peking  trial 

Peking  —  Posters  have  gone 
up  outside  the  Intermediate 
Court  here  announcing  the 
trials  of  four  more  students 
charged  with  counter-revolu¬ 
tionary  crimes.  The  court  has 
repeatedly  refused  foreign 
journalists  access  to  the  trials. 

Ethics  plea 

Denver  —  Neil  Bush,  son  of  the 
American  president,  was  ac¬ 
cused  by  prosecutors  of  dis¬ 
honesty  as  director  of  a  foiled 
savings  bank.  They  said  he 
should  get  business  ethics 
training  before  working  in 
banking  again-  (Reuter) 

Petrol  ban 

Hanoi  -  Vietnam  has  banned 
vehicles  from  travelling  more 
than  300  miles  to  save  fuel  in 
its  campaign  to  cope  with 
rising  oil  prices,  brought  on  uy 
the  Gulf  confrontation,  and 
loss  of  cheap  supplies  from  the 
Soviet  Union.  (Reuter) 


Somali 
capital 
‘rife  with 
disease’ 


From  Associated  Press 

IN  NAIROBI 

ITALY  yesterday  evacuated 
about  165  foreigners  from  the 
Somali  capital,  Mogadishu, 
which  rebels  say  is  rife  with 
disease  from  decomposing 


bodies  that  litter  the  streets. 

-  More  than  1,500  people 
have  been  lotted  in  11  days  of  I 
fighting  between  guerrillas 
and  government  forces,  die 
rebels  say.  Yesterday,  they 
claimed  to  be  in  control  of 
most  ofMogadishu  and  on.  the 
verge  of  victory.  Many  build¬ 
ings  in  the  smoke-filled  cap¬ 
ital,  which  resounded  with 
gun  and  rocket  .fine,  were 
destroyed  or  damaged  by 
shelling,  evacuees  said. 

The  Italian  embassy  said 
that  a  Roman  Catholic  cathe¬ 
dral  was  engulfed  in  flames.  It 
was  not  known  what  caused 
the  fire  or  what  happened  to 
the  people  who  bad  ulf«i 
refuge  there. 

The  rebels  said  Mogadishu 
was  suffering  from  an  “explo¬ 
sion”  of  cholera,  typhoid  and 
other  epidemics,  and  appealed 
for  medical  and  food  aid. 

The  whereabouts  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Siad  Barre  remained 
unknown.  Tim  Italian  foreign 
ministry  said  it  believed  he 
still  was  in  Mogadishu,  but 
rebels  claimed  he  fled  earlier 
this  week  to  Abu  Dhabi 

Gianni  De  Michelis,  the 
Italian  foreign  minister,  said 
in  Rome  that  his  country  was 
considering  sending  about  100 
soldiers  to  guard  its  embassy 
in  Mogadishu.  However,  a 
spokesman  for  the  United 
Somali  Congress  said  the 
rebels  opposed  such  a  move. 

State-run  Somali  radio 
broadcast  briefly  on  Tuesday 
to  say  that  government  of¬ 
ficials  had  been  holding  meet¬ 
ings  since  Monday  to  discuss 
and  a  ceasefire. 


Indian  parents  defy 
bar  on  sex-testing 


From  ChristopherThomasindelhi 

■  «™tml  sex  have  passed  a  law  attempting 
INDIA  is  trying  to  co  w  misuse  of  amniocente- 

deiermination  l®ls;  der  gjs.  Delhi  has  been  studying 
used  by  women  wboare  ^  Maharashtra  law  in  work- 

pressure  from  nususn  ^  out  national  legislation, 

families  to  produce  sons-  ^  ^  Qn]y  OQtwanj  impact  m 
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Tbe  government  pfonsto  ^eof5o  rupees  (£1-50)  on  the 
inUPduce  tegistetion  wn  mother-t<>**  But  no  woman 
ling  the  use  of  ^  ever  been  fined  nor  any 

properly  used  for  the  doctor  taken  to  task.  There 
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India  ffl0SlIy  tS11 Wove  has 
establish  sex.  en>  partio 
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under  the  legislation  in  1989, 
both  of  them  against  clinics 
that  openly  advertised  sex-, 
determination  and  female 
abortions.  No  action  was 
tpirgnT  implying  that  the  law 
has  now  lapsed. 


Malaysia,  Singapore,  Brunei, 
the  Philippines  and  Thailand. 
•  PEKING;  Japan  will  urge 
the  World  Bank  and  the  Asian 
Development  Bmir  to  lend 
money  to  China,  provided 
Pelting  genuinely  pursues  re¬ 
forms,  Ryutaro  .HasUumoto, 
the  Japanese  finam*  minister, 
said  here  yesterday. 

Mr  Hashimoto’s  visit  is  the 
most  important  from  Japan 
since  the  HTl mg  of  unarmed 
demonstrators  in  Tiananmen 
Square  in  June  1989,  and 
represents  a  further  step  to¬ 
wards  normalisation  of  ties. 


plan  begins  to  pay  dividenc 


From  Gavin  Bell 
IN  JOHANNESBURG 

A  CRUCIAL  year  for  South 
Africa  has  begun  on  a  positive 
note,  with  cautious  optimism 
prevailing  among  politicians, 
economists  and  sports  fins. 
After  the  tumultuous  events  of 
last  year.  President  de  Klerk’s 
reform  initiatives  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  pay  dividends  in  all 
three  fields. 

Despite  a  continuing  high 
level  of  political  violence  in 
black  communities,  the  main 
I  parties  have  agreed  on  the 


need  for  a  broad-based  con¬ 
gress  to  work  out  the  mechan¬ 
ics  of  drafting  a  post-apartheid 
constitution. 

DrGerrit  Vlljoen,  Pretoria’s 
chief  negotiator,  has  wel¬ 
comed  a  proposal  to  this  effect 
by  the  African  National  Con¬ 
gress,  and  senior  government 
sources  privately  bailed  it  as  a 
breakthrough.  The  ANCs  sug¬ 
gestion  that  the  all-party  con¬ 
ference  might  eventually  form 
the  basis  of  a  constituent  as¬ 
sembly  is  not  fir  removed 
from  the  government’s  view 
of  how  the  process  should 


unfold.  The  Democratic  party, 
representing  white  liberals,  is 
keen  to  participate,  and 
Mangosuthu  Buthetezi,  leader 
of  the  Zulu-based  Tnlnuha 
Freedom  party,  has  expressed 
qualified  approvaL 
Tbe  only  negative  response 
so  fir  has  come  from  the  fir- 
right  Conservative  party, 
which  rejected  it  as  a  step 
towards  black  dictatorship. 
However,  the  Conservatives 
may  yet  be  persuaded  to  join 
tbe  negotiations  with  assur¬ 
ances  that  Afrikaner  interests 
will  be  protected.  President  de 


Klerk  is  due  to  announce 

measures  to  repeal  remaining 

apartheid  legislation  at  the 
opening  of  parliament  in  Cape 
Town  on  February  1,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  all-party  tatlm 
might  begin  in  May. 

'Hie  hard-pressed  economy, 
which  has  a  direct  bearing  on 
political  developments,  has 
meanwhile  received  a  badly 
needed  boost  from  British  and 
other  European  bankers. 
Economists  say  financial  sanc¬ 
tions  began  crumbling  six 
months  ago  and  inflow  of 
trade-related  finance  is  now 


running  at  a  high  level  In 
some  cases,  the  availability  of 
credit  facilities  exceeds  the 
requirements  of  local  banks. 

A  spokesman  for  one  bank 
said  up  to  £50  million  could  be 
raised  with  one  telephone  calL 
"This  time  last  year,  that  just 
could  not  be  done,”  he  said. 

In  a  country  fanatical  about 
sport,  an  impending  visit  by 
Sam  Ramsamy,  executive 
chairman  of  tbe  South  African 
Non-Rarial  Olympic  Com¬ 
mittee,  has  raised  hopes  of  a 
return  to  international 
competition. 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  JANUARY  1°  1991 

After  the  Cannon  Street  crash,  Michael  Jones-Lee  urges  BR  to  adopt  the  roadsapproggb 

Put  a  hard  cash  price  on  rail  safety 


Lead  us  not 
into  war 

Conor  Cruise  O’Brien 


In  a  tetter  about  the  Gulf  to  The 
Times  Inst  week,  the  Bishop  of 
Salisbury  wrote:  “If  we  refuse, 
on  the  eve  of  such  a  conflict,  to  sit 
down  with  the  enemy,  to  hear  with 
an  open  mind  what  he  has  to  say, 
and  to  search  sincerely  for  even 
the  tiniest  chance  of  some  peaceful 
resolution,  that  win  be  a  mortal 
sin  for  which  those  responsible 
will  one  day  have  to  answer  to 
God.” 

That  statement  is  the  nearest  1 
have  seen  from  a  modem  Christian 
clergyman  to  an  Islamic  fatwa.  The 
bishop,  like  the  ayatollahs,  as¬ 
sumes  that  his  functions  as  a 
religious  teacher  endow  him  with 
authority  also  in  the  political 
sphere.  He  prescribes  a  particular 
political  course,  and  then  invokes 
a  spiritual  sanction  against  any 
persons  who  do  not  follow  it 
This  is  unjust  There  are  those 
who  believe  that  the  course  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  bishop  would 
actually  increase  the  chances  of 
war,  that  probably  the  only  chance 
of  avoiding  it  is  to  convince 
Saddam  that  war  will  follow  if  his 
forces  remain  in  Kuwait  Peace 
initiatives,  they  believe,  merely 
suggest  to  Saddam  that  he  can 
hold  on  to  Kuwait  with  impunity. 
Thus,  the  course  prescribed  by  the 
bishoip  actually  tilts  the  balance 
towards  war. 

The  case  against  the  bishop's 
prescription  may  perhaps  be  mis¬ 
taken  —  though  1  think  h  is  DOt  — 
but  it  is  at  least  strong  enough  to 
be  sincerely  believed,  by  compet¬ 
ent  and  well-informed  people  who 
would  like  to  avoid  war  without 
condoning  or  rewarding  aggres¬ 
sion.  Even  if  they  are  shown  to  be 
in  error  politically,  they  cannot 
fairly  be  treated  as  morally  delin¬ 
quent.  Indeed,  if  they  believe  the 
case  1  have  outlined,  it  is  their 
duty  to  act  on  iL 
There  is  a  legitimate  conflict  of 
political  opinion  here,  and  the 
bishop  should  not  invoke  his 
spiritual  authority  to  twister  his 
side  of  a  political  argument.  Few 
of  us  are  attracted  by  either  the 
medieval  Christian  or  the  modem 
Muslim  precedents  for  the  fusion 
of  religious  and  political  authority. 

Would-be  peace-makers  such  as 
Ted  Heath,  Tony  Benn  and  the 
Bishop  of  Salisbury  forget  that, 
historically,  the  existence  of  a 
strong  induration  for  peace,  un¬ 
evenly  distributed  between  two 
parties  to  an  international  dispute, 
has  been  among  the  factors  leading 
to  the  outbreak  of  war.  The  classic 
case  is  the  Rhineland  in  Marti, 
1936.  The  powers  victorious  in 
1918  then  had  an  overwhelming 
military  superiority  over  Ger¬ 
many,  so  the  German  general  staff 
advised  apintf  remilitarisation  of 
the  Rhineland.  Hitler  believed  that 
he  could  remilitarise  and  get  away 
with  it,  because  public  opinion  in 
Britain  and  France  was  so  peace- 
minded  that  it  would  not  tolerate 
any  military  reaction,  even  against 


...and  moreover 

Clement  Freud 


When  it  comes  to 
recounting  our  prow¬ 
ess,  the  older  we  get 
the  better  we  used  to  be.  Every 
now  and  then  one  of  us  (and  by 
“us”  I  mean  those  on  the 
crematorium  side  of  SO)  edges 
out  of  his  bafochair  to  make  a 
point  and  the  rest  of  us  sit  back 
and  say  “There,  see?” 

Piggott  did  it  last  November. 
At  the  age  of  54  he  returned  to 
show  the  world  that  his  athleti¬ 
cism,  skill,  balance  and  will-to- 
win  bad  not  declined,  and  we 
weren't  surprised. 

After  the  great  jockey’s  suc¬ 
cess  in  America,  I  myself 
considered  some  late  flourish  — 
a  game  of  mixed  hockey,  enter¬ 
ing  for  the  London  Marathon  — 
but  one  thing  and  another, 
getting  the  doctor  to  do  some¬ 
thing  about  my  left  knee  which 
has  seized  up  again,  preparing 
for  a  journey  to  Wigan — caused 
me  to  postpone  a  return  to 
active  participation. 

Until  Sunday.  I  was  at  an 
excellent  hotel  in  the  New 
Forest,  went  on  a  tour  of  the 
premises  and  ended  up  in  their, 
new  health  club.  A  gymnast 
called  Miss  Coveney  showed 
me  around,  explained  the 
computerised  walking  and  cy¬ 
cling  machines,  enthused  over 

the  muscle-building  appliances. 

and  later  I  sat  myself  on  a  low 
roller-seal  in  front  of  a  TV 
screen  with  my  feet  strapped  in 
loops,  my  hands  firmly  gripping 
a  toe-bar  as  a  sculler  ought  grip 
a  pair  of  oars.  I  told  my  mentor 
that  I  could  manage  on  my  own; 
showing  off  is  not  my  way. 
(Perhaps  this  is  a  good  time  to 
explain  that  rowing  was  not 
actually  one  of  tny  major  sports, 
though  1  once  coxed  a  par¬ 
liamentary  eight  on  the 
Thames,  not  realising  that  out 
in  the  elements,  only  stroke 
could  hear  what  1  was  saying;  as 
a  consequence  we  never  got 
dose  enough  to  the  other  boat 
to  start  a  proper  race.) 

At  the  health  dub  the  mess¬ 
age  on  the  screen  advised  “Press 
start  Mien  you  are  ready  to 
begin”.  The  illuminated  but¬ 
tons  were  situated  just  beyond 
my  feet,  and  as  there  is  no  way 
that  people  built  to  my 
specifications  can  reach  that  far 
from  a  sedentary  pitch,  I  re¬ 


leased  my  feet  from  the  restrain¬ 
ing  yoke,  got  up,  leaned  forward 
and  touched  the  requisite  light 
I  then  resumed  my  seat  and  re¬ 
engaged  my  feet  in  the  loops. 

The  screen  showed  “Starting 
Position”:  a  green  silhouette  of 
a  Cohn  Moynihan-sized  oars¬ 
man  with  a  straight  back,  knees 
tucked  beneath  his  chin,  hands 
stretched  forward.  I  did  what  I 
could.  “Start  extending  legs” 
came  next;  no  trouble.  Then 
“Extend  tegs  and  start  pulling”; 
it  was  a  doddle. 

“Are  yon  familiar  with  this 
machine?”  asked  the  screen; 
“Press  Yes  or  No.”  I  withdrew 
my  feet  from  their  restraints, 
pushed  myself  up  (tills  is  really 
•terrific  exercise)  leaned  down 
and  pressed  “No”. 

So  the  machine  explained:  I 
could  row  at  between  2  5  and  45 
strokes  per  minute,  for  one 
minute  up  to  60,  at  standards 
between  elementary  and  expert 
to  a  programme  devised  by 
them  or  one  created  by  me.  I 
plumped  for  two  minutes  at 
Olympic  standard  on  a  diffi¬ 
culty  quotient  of  15  at  45  spm. 
It  seemed  unambitious  to  aim 
for  less. 

When  I  pressed  the  “Start” 
button  the  screen  asked  if  I  was 
ready,  advised  me  to  get  set  and 
fired  a  gun  to  denote  “Go”. 
There  was  the  sound  of  wind 
and  waves  reminiscent  of  that 
day  on  the  Thames,  and  up 
came  a  picture  of  two  boats, 
mine  and  the  pacer  which  was 
racing  off  in  front.  “Keep  your 
back  straight”  admonished  the 
screen.  “Stretch  your  legs”,  and 
after  about  15  seconds  “You  are 
10  lengths  behind”.  The  two 
boats  were  now  separated  by  the 
width  of  tiie  screen;  with  a 
min  ate  and  a  half  to  go— “Keep 
your  back  straight.  Extend  your 
legs”  —  I  was  25  lengths  in 
arrears.  A  helicopter  flew  over 
the  scene  and  started  to  shoot,  a 
whale  appeared  and  then  the 
screen  went  blank,  possibly  in 
disgust,  leaving  only  the 
heartening  message:  “If  you  feel 
pain,  faint,  dizzy  or  short  of 
breath,  stop  rowing.” 

Miss  Coveney  came  back  and 
asked  whether  I  would  now  cans 
to  sit  down  and  try  to  row;  I  said 
I  would  try  the  cream  tea  in  the 
hotel  lounge  instead. 


so  dear  a  violation  of  the  Treaty  of 
Versailles.  Unfortunately  for  many 
millions  of  people.  Hitler  was  right; 
with  the  help  of  the  peace-minded, 
the  world  was  set  on  course 
towards  the  second  world  war. 

Saddam's  gamble  over  Kuwait 
is  closely  comparable.  He  believes 
that  his  opponents,  powerful 
though  they  are,  lack  the  stomach, 
for  a  fight.  He  said  as  much  to  the 


on  the  eve  of  his  annexation  of 
Kuwait,  and  his  subsequent  ac¬ 
tions  show  that  be  elings  to  that 
belief  Those  who  encourage  him 
in  it,  impeccable  as  their  in¬ 
tentions  are,  w31  share  the  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  coining  war. 

President  Bush  win  share  the 
responsibility  too,  because  of  his 
administration's  failure  to  send 
dear  signals  to  Saddam  before  the 
annexation  of  Kuwait.  If  Saddam 
had  then  received  an  unequivocal 
warning  that  an  attack  would  be 
regarded  as  an  infringement  of 
America's  vital  interests,  be  would 
probably  have  held  back.  Instead 
he  received,  through  the  American 
ambassador,  an  assurance  that 
America  did  not  take  tides  in  a 
dispute  between  Arab  states.  With 
that  green  light,  he  invaded. 

Since  the  invasion.  Bush  too  has 
sometimes  seemed  to  have  diffi¬ 
culty  in  formulating  what  the  crisis 
is  all  about  Last  week,  however,  he 
Showed  what  is  at  stake.  “Every 
day  that  passes”,  be  said,  “brings 
Saddam  further  on  the  road  to 
developing  biological  and  nuclear 
weapons  and  the  missiles  to  deliver 
them.  If  Saddam  comers  the  world 
energy  market,  he  can  then  finance 
further  aggression,  terror  and 
Nackmafl.” 

Although  the  reported  defection  I 
of  Iraqi  helicopter  crews  has 
proved  groundless,  dear  signals  of 
aiiinrf  determination  would  n«in»  a 
definite  impact  on  the  Iraqi  armed 
forces.  But  it  is  the  contrary  signals 
—  from  Congress,  President 
Mitterrand  and  Jacques  Poos,  the 
Luxembourg  foreign  minister  —  to 
Which  Baghdad  tigtenic- 

In  Britain,  the  most  unfortunate 
development  as  the  days  to  the 
UN  deadline  run  out  has  been  the 
defection  of  the  Labour  party  from 
its  position  of  frill  support  for 
action  authorised  by  UN  resolu¬ 
tions  to  one  of  waiting  indefinitely 
for  economic  sanctions  to  work  — 
or  not,  as  the  case  might  be.  It  is 
Tony  Benn,  not  Mr  Kinnock,  who 
has  emerged  as  the  effective  leader 
of  the  Labour  party  in  this  hour  of 
crisis.  The  consequences  of  Mr 
Kinnock’s  defection  will  probably 
indude  the  eclipse  of  the  Labour 
party  in  the  aftermath  of  victory. 
That  is  the  least  part  of  the  price 
that  will  have  to  be  paid  for  the 
efforts  of  would-be  peace-makers 
who  have  failed  to  take  account  of 
the  probable  consequences  of  their 
well-intentioned  activities.  But -let 
us  acquit  each  other,  at  least,  of 
“mortal  sin”. 


Has  British  Rail’s  relentless 
pursuit  of  profit  fed  to 
cold-blooded  neglect  of 
passenger  safety?  The  Gannon 
Street  crash  on  Tuesday  will  fuel 
the  claim  that  the  answer  is  yes. 
Those  of  a  mare  reflective  dis¬ 
position,  however,  will  be  aware 
that  in  twwi*  of  passenger 
and  serious  injury  per  mile  trav¬ 
elled,  rail  is  second  only  to  air  in 
terms  of  safety.  The  chances  of 
death  or  serious  injury  in  car 
travel  are  20  times  higher. 

The  first  point  that  tends  to  be 

in  inwfa'diirvtahly  env>. 

tional  response  to  a  sugar  acadent 
is  that  safety  does  not  come  free. 
The  more  we  spend  on  safety,  the 
less  is  available  fra  everything  else; 
in  the  case  of  British  Rail,  for 
example,  for  station  moderni¬ 
sation,  fiiTiiinliing  flrvi  (fcfliying 
carriages,  or  investment  in 
automation  to  improve  punc¬ 
tuality.  Choices  have  to  be  made  in 
trading  off  safety  improvements 
against  other  ways  in  which  scarce 

resources  «w»ri  Htnitwl  jiM-ran* 

might  be  used  The  question  is  how 
such  choices  can  best  be  made. 

I  believe  that  safety  benefits 
must  be  given  explicit  monetary 


values  so  that  they  can  be  weighed 
directly  against  outer  benefits  and. 
costs  in  allocating  BR’s  overall 
investment  budget.  Safety  im¬ 
provements  would  then  be  carried 
out  up  to  (but  only  up  to)  the  point 
at  which  the  additional  value  they 
afford  exceeds  the  cost  of  provid¬ 
ing  them.  Expenditure  beyond  this 
pomt  would  be  unwarranted,  is 
the  sense  that  more  investment  in 
yifrty  wnnid  expenditure 

on  things  regarded  by  the  public  as 
being  of  greater  value. 

The  outcome  of  such  a  proce¬ 
dure  would  depend  upon  the  way 
monetary  values  of  safety  im¬ 
provement  were  defined  and  esti¬ 
mated.  Until  recently  it  was 
fashionable  to  focus  on  the  fosses 
of  output  or  income  that  result 
from  death  and  injury  (known  as 
the  output  approach).  Thus,  for 
example,  the  monetary  value  of 
avoiding  a  person’s  prematnre 
rieath  was  in  terms  of  the 

HTTuwnt  he  or  she  would  produce 
over  the  remainder  of  his  or  her 
working  life. 

The  obvious  objection  to  this  is 
that  most  of  us  want  more  safety, 
not  less,  principally  because  of  our 
aversion  to  death  and  fojury  perse. 


rather  than  because  of  our  desire 
to  protect  current  and  future 
productive  potential.  So  it  has 

been  argued  that  values  of  safety 
should  be  defined  to  protect 
people's  pure  preference  for  safety 
as  such.  More  specifically,  a 
natural  measure  of  a  person’s 
prefen-nm-  for  anything  is  the 
amrumt  he  or  she  is  prepared  to 
pay  for  it. 

This  reflects  not  only  the  per¬ 
son's  relative  valuation  of  the 
desired  good  or  service,  but  his 
ability  to  pay  —  which  is  in  turn  a 
reflection,  of  the  constraints  of 
society’s  overall  resources.  Thus, 
under  what  has  become  known  as 
the  wiffingness-to-pay  approach, 
one  aftempte  first  to  determine  the 
sum  timt-  those  affected  would 
individually  be  willing  to  pay  for 
(typically  small)  improvements  in 
their  own  and  others'  safety.  These 
qtm»  are  than  up  across  all 
individuals  affected  by  a  particular 
safety  jmpmvmfnt  to  arrive  at  its 
overall  monetary  value.  The  resul¬ 
tant  figure  reflects  what  the  safety 
improvement  is  wrath  to  the 
affected  group. 

Notsurprisangjy,  the  wfQfjigness- 
to-pay  approach  las  produced 


values  of  safety  that  are  substan- 


counterparts.  In  _1988,  when  the 
Department  of  Transport  aban¬ 
doned  its  output-based  approach  to 
the  valuation  of  avoidance  of  a 
road  fatality  in  favour  of  the 

figuxePccmoerned  doubled.  With 
the  value  of  avoiding  fatality  now 
pul  at  £650,000  on  the  baas  of 
wSfingness-tcypsy,  one  may  expect 
a  substantial  *hift  in  the  balance 
between  safety  and  other  effects, 
such  as  time .  savings,  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  road  budget 
However,  because  wfflmgnesaAO- 

affected  members  oi^theTpuMic, 
such  a  shift  w31  be  entirely 
justified. 

What  sort  of  implications  would 
the  wUlingness-to-pay  approach 
have  for  BR  safety  expenditure 
levels?  Would  it  confirm  die  critics’ 
rfflims  that  British  Rail  woefully 
underspends  on  safety,  or  would 
we  discover  dial  things  are  about 
right?  Might  it  even  be  the  case  that 
in  relation  to  what  its  passengers 
would  individually  be  prepared  to 
pay  for  safety,  BR  is  now  spending 
too  much? 


The  short,  if  disturbing  answer,^ 

ofroad  project* 
explicit  account  ofsafety 
m  the  manner  described 
British  Rail’s  curnmt  apFJ^ 
nny«liiies  are  narrowly  focused 

S>pm^finandal  connderaoc^, 

withMOonesponding  cost-benefit 
Ca^frS,urae.isnottoraythat 

safety  benefits  are  ignored  m 
British  Rail’s  investment  decision¬ 
making  process  -  they  are  a  vwy 
real factorfotbe  safety  standards 

ss-MsssikS: 

because  it  fejf»  “ 
conduct  specific  cost-benefit 

analyses,  British  Rail  has  no  way  ot 
knowing  how  the  levels  of  pas¬ 
senger  safety  that  result  from 
application  of  safety  standards 
compare  with  the  levels  that  would 
result  if  careful  account  were  taken 
of  pngsfrwy-rs'  preferences.  It  is  high 
time  it  did. 

The  author  is  Professor  of  Econ¬ 
omics  at  Newcastle  University. 


Experts  in  the  self-evident 


Bernard  Levin  marvels  at  the  diligent 
research  of  an  EC  offshoot  in  finding 
out  what  the  world  could  have  told  it 


I  bet  you  have  never  heard  of 
the  European  Community 
Court  of  Auditors,  and  I  bet 
you  even  more  that  you 
cannot  guess  what  it  does  for  a 
Irving,  or  where  it  does  iL  The 
where  is  easily  answered:  Luxem¬ 
bourg,  presumably  because  it  was 
Belgium's  turn  last  time  and 
Holland's  the  time  before.  The 
what  is  more  remarkable:  it  is  no 
use  trying  to  claim  the  money  by 
saying  “It  audits”,  because  al¬ 
though  that  is  of  course  what  it 
does,  much  mare  precision  is 
needed.  What  exactly  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Community  Court  of  Audi¬ 
tors  does  for  a  living  is  to 
announce  at  irregular  intervals 
that  it  would  take  an  awful  lot  of 
lmidiw>hwrir  to  tether  a  full- 
sized  elephant,  that  if  you  cut  a 
man’s  head  off  with  a  single  blow 
he  will  be  in  no  position  to 
remonstrate,  and  that  (as  those 
Hemingway  characters  used  to 
say)  if  your  aunt  had  cojdnes  she 
would  be  your  unde. 

The  members  of  the  European 
Community  Court  of  Auditors, 
after  a  session  of  auditing  which 
must  have  left  them  exhausted, 
have  just  given  to  the  world  the 
news  that  food  sent  from  the 
European  Community  to  relieve 
the  plight  of  the  poorest  people  of 
Bangladesh,  who  arc  close  to 
starvation,  has  been  stolen  on 
arrival  and  sold  for  gain. 

Well,  I  neverf  Well,  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Community  Court  of  Audi¬ 
tors  never!  What  is  more,  this 
surety  unique  bit  of  auditing  is  not 
content  to  state  the  tragic  fact  and 
leave  it  at  that:  the  auditors  have 
gone  so  far  as  to  reveal  the 
astounding  news  that  the  stealing 
was  done  by  the  Bangladeshi 
government,  the  selling  by  the 
same  authority,  and  the  buying 
(at,  of  course,  subsidised  prices)  by 
those  Bangladeshi  public  employ¬ 
ees  —  soldiers,  dvfl  servants  and 
their  kind  —  most  likely  to 
respond  sympathetically  to  a  call 
for  help  the  next  time  a  band  of 
insurgents  are  minded  to  hang 
the  members  of  the  government 
in  the  main  square  of  Dhaka 


Sustaining  the 
home  front 


While  Brigadier  Patrick 
Cordingley,  commander 
of  the  7th  Armoured 
Brigade,  has  been  poring  over  his 
war  maps  in  the  Saudi  desert,  his 
wife  Melissa  has  been  performing 
another  important  task  back  in 
Germany  —  spending  every  spare 
moment  rallying  the  worried  fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  men  under  Cor- 

dingley’s  rarnmnnH 
“She  is  an  extremely  down-to- 
earth  person  with  no  airs  or 
graces,”  says  one  source  with  the 
remnants  of  the  British  Army  on 
the  Rhine.  “She  has  become  a 
model  for  many  of  the  wives,  and 
has  done  much  to  ease  the  pain  of 
separation.” 

This  week  Mrs  Cordingley  is  in 
Britain  on  family  business,  but  she 
is  also  overseeing  arrangements  for 
the  first  batch  of  soldiers'  wives  to 
enjoy  a  free  ten-day  holiday  in 
Egypt  sponsored  by  Wena  Hotels 
only  days  after  the  UN  deadline  for 
Saddam  to  leave  Kuwait. 

Brigadier  Cordingley  asked  the 
hotel  chain  to  indude  wives  in  its 
offer  of  free  accommodation  for  his 
troops  after  reading  about  the 
invitation  in  The  Times  in  Sep¬ 
tember.  At  the  time  he  hoped  that 
his  men  could  join  their  wives  for 
rest  and  recreation  in  Wena’s  two 
four-star  hotels  in  Egypt,  but  as  the 
January  15  deadline  approaches, 
the  MoD  has  ruled  out  any  leave 
outride  Saudi  Arabia. 

The  first  20  Desert  Rat  wives 
will  fly  from  Frankfurt  to  Cairo  on 
January  21 .  The  hotel  owner,  Nael 
Farargy,  who  on  Cording! ey]s 
intervention  has  now  extended  his 
free  accommodation  offer  to  all 
service  families  until  January 


and  are  getting  dose  to  their  goal. 

Mind  you,  the  recipients  of  the 
EC’s  bounty  must  have  been 
either  slow  off  the  mark  or 
shockingly  ungrateful,  because  the 
government,  or  at  least  President 
Exshad,  is  at  this  moment  in  jail 
contemplating  precisely  such  a 
fate,  and  for  all  I  know  he  may 
even  be  restricted  to  a  diet  no 
more  lavish  than  that  enjoyed  by 
the  two-thirds  of  his  population 
who  were  never  in  a  position  to  get 
their  hands  on  so  much  as  a  packet 
of  European  Community  corn¬ 
flakes,  not  even  for  ready  money. 

But  thi<  tale  by  no  means 
exhausts  the  originality  and 
perspicuity  of  the  European 
Community  Court  of  Auditors; 
they  also  *»»*wineri  the  system  by 
which  farmers  in  the  EC  are  paid 
large  sums  not  to  grow  things.  The 
level  nf  inmmpMwrft  and  corrup¬ 
tion  in  the  EC  can  be  gauged  by  the 
fact  that  I  have  repeatedly  written 
to  the  appropriate  office  —  I  forget 
whether  in  Belgium,  Holland  or 
Luxembourg  —  to  offer  my  ser¬ 
vices  in  this  project,  and  have 
never  once  had  so  much  ai  an 
'  acknowledgement,  despite  my  un¬ 
qualified  assurance  that  I  am 
willing,  ax  the  going  rate,  or  even 
at  a  discount,  to  grow  absolutely 
nothing  at  alL  The  auditors,  it 
seems,  thought  little  of  my  perma¬ 
nent  fallow  system,  and  who 
should  blame  them,  but  it  was  in 
the  conclusion  of  their  report  that 
they  showed  their  magnificent 
mettle:  they  had  discovered,  and 
fearlessly  disclosed,  that  when 
farmers  were  offered  monetary 
inducements  to  leave  Grids  un¬ 
filled,  “the  land  with  the  lowest 
productivity  has  been  set  aside”. 

I  do  not  know  how  much  the 
European  Community  Court  of 
Auditors  costs  us  all  in  taxes;  but 
even  if  those  two  revelations  are 
all  they  have  to  show  for  years  of 
work,  they  have  earned  every 
penny  of  their  salaries,  their 
overheads,  their  holidays  and 
above  all  their  satisfaction.  They 
have,  after  all,  demonstrated  bo- 
yond  argument  that  a  shrewd 
thief,  should  he  see  something 


1992,  says  that  even  if  hostilities 
break  out.  the  holiday  will  defi¬ 
nitely  go  ahead.  “If  there  is  war 
they  will  be  quite  safe  and  at  least 
an  hour’s  flying  time  from  the 
nearest  fighting.  But  it  will  give 
them  some  comfort  that  they  are 
that  much  nearer  their  husbands.” 

Plastered  afterwards 

The  excitement  of  becoming 
political  secretary  to  John 
Major  has  proved  too  much 
fear  Judith  Chapfin.  Within  days  of 
taking  up  the  appointment  she  fen 
down  tbe  stairs  at  10  Downing 
Street,  injuring  her  ankle.  She  was 
taken  to  Westminster  Hospital, 
where  her  kg  was  put  in  plaster. 

Denying  rumours  that  a  former 
occupant  might  have  greased  the 
stairs,  Chaplin  says:  “I'm  always 
rushing  around  and  just  missed 
my  footing.  There  have  been 
many  jokes  at  my  expense,  but  it 
happened  in  the  morning . . .  well 
before  lunch.” 

Chaplin,  who  is  to  contest  the 
safe  Tory  seat  of  Newbury  at  the 
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The  community  charge  has 
been  —  how  shall  I  pur  it?  -  not 
tremendously  popular  (except 
with  me,  that  is,  for  I  was  paying 
four  times  the  charge  in  rates),  nor 
has  it  been  an  instantaneous  and 
obvious  vote-winner.  But  1  insist 
that  the  idea  behind  it  w2s  not 
only  right  but  necessary.  It  as¬ 
serted  that  goods  which  cost 
money  have  to  be  paid  for,  and 
(though  of  coarse  no  politician 
actually  dared  to  say  so[  that 
goods  which,  having  bees  pad  for, 
are  then  given  away,  are  ih vari¬ 
ably  wasted.  The  principle  was 
grounded  in  the  truth  t|at  if 
everybody  has  to  pay  fair  the 
services  provided  by  the  I  town 
half,  everybody  will  demand  value 
for  money.  It  went  awry  for  two 
reasons;  the  charge  was  never 
property  tied  to  the  local  council, 
but  seen  as  a  Whitehall  impost, 
and  those  who,  never  having  had 
to  pay  to  keep  the  roof  over  their 
beads,  suddenly  found  themselves 
obliged  to  do  so,  swamped  the 
argument  in  squeals  of  indigna¬ 
tion,  some  of  it  actually  genuine. 


What  do  you  suppose 
would  happen  if  users 
of  the  NHS  were 
obliged  to  pay  far  it? 
Oh,  I  know  there  are  prescription 
charges  and  such,  but  1  mean  pay 
for  it  property;  pay  for  it,  that  is, 
with  sums,  however  finely  graded 
to  fit  incomes,  that  would  make 
the  NHS  user  wince.  (Wince,  I  say, 
not  collapse  weeping,  let  alone 
suffer  cardiac  arrest)  That  was  a 
real  question,  and  it  has  an 
answer.  The  NHS,  in  those 
circumstances,  would  be  run  very 
much  better,  and  patients  would 
benefit  at  every  level  But  you  all 
know  that  it  win  never  happen, 
and  you  all  know  why  it  will  never 
happen.  Or  rather  some  do  not 
know  why  it  will  never  happen, 
and  they  are  the  people  who  are 
capable  of  surprise  when  the 
European  Community  Court  of 
Auditors  announces  that  rain  falls 
downwards  and  the  sun  is  hot 
Meanwhile,  the  stomachs  of  the 
poorer  Bangladeshis  are  just  as 
empty,  for  the  change  of  leadership 
will  mean  only  that  a  different  lot 
will  steal  the  food.  But  although 
they  are  hungry,  they  should  not 
despair;  they  can  always  eat  the 
crops  that  the  EC  pays  farmers  not 
to  grow,,  or,  if  real  famine  looms, 
the  reports  of  the  European 
Community  Court  of  Auditors. 


worth  stealing  without  risk,  will 
usually  steal  it,  and  that  if  you 
offer  a  shrewd  businessman  one  of 
two  sums  of  money  as  a  gift,  he 
will  usually  choose  the  larger. 

You  do  not  have  to  be  a  cynic — I 
am  not  one,  though  you  would 
hardly  guess  it  from  what  I  have 
just  been  raying  —  to  feel  a  great 
weariness  at  those  conclusions:  you 
have  only  to  be  educated  to  a  level 
at  which  you  have  heard  of 
Gresham’s  Law.  Nothing  of  mone¬ 
tary  value  can  be  had  free,  and  if 
you  do  not  bdieve  me,  explain  why 
the  National  Health  Service  is  is 
the  condition  h  is.  No,  dear,  it  is 
nor  because  wicked  Tory  govern- 
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next  ejection,  has  taken  the  ac¬ 
cident,  so  to  speak,  ™  her  stride, 
not  missing  one  day  at  hex  desk. 
The  hardest  part,  she  says,  is 
fighting  off  the  attentions  of 
Cabinet  ministers  who  want  to 
sign  her  plaster  cast,  “rm  not 
letting  anyone,”  she  says  ada¬ 
mantly.  Not  even  the  prime 
minister?  “Not  even  him." 

Under  the  hammer 


Among  the  most  avid  view¬ 
ers  of  last  night's  first 
episode  of  BBC2’s  lavish 
new  costume  drama,  Parnell  and 
the  Englishwoman,  was  John 
Hume,  leader  of  Northern  Ire¬ 
land’s  Social  and  Democratic 
Labour  Party  and  a  long-time 
Parnell  admirer.  Indeed,  he  has 
just  won  a  long  battle  with  the 
Westminster  authorities  to  have  a 
bronze  bust  of  Parnell  erected  in 
the  Commons. 

“No-one  influenced  parliament¬ 
ary  politics  in  the  19th  century 
more  than  Parnell,”  says  Hume.  “I 
was  amazed  to  discover  that  no 
memorial  existed  to  him.  The 
Speaker  told  me  that  no  taxpayers' 
money  was  available,  so  I  got  a 
group  of  Irish  businessmen  to  pay 
for  the  bust,  and  commissioned  the 
Breton  sculptor  Yann  Goulet.” 
The  bust  is  now  in  the  West- 
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merits  have  “starved  it  of  cash”, 
for  wicked  Tory  governments 
have  already  stuffed  it  with  a  sum 
of  money  ending  in  at  least  as 
many  noughts  as  there  are  wheels 
in  one  of  those  Australian  freight- 
trains  a  mile  long,  and  I  bet  you 
the  salary  of  a  member  of  the 
European  Community  Court  of 
Auditors  that  before  the  next 
general  election  foe  present  gov¬ 
ernment  will  have  stuffed  it  with  a 
sum  of  money  that  it  would  take, 
in  fivers,  to  stretch  to  the  moon, 
with  a  promise  that  if  re-elected  it 
will  stuff  it  with  a  sum  of  money 
equal  to  the  moon-fivers  mul¬ 
tiplied  by  the  Australian  wheels. 


minster  corridor  where  foe  old 
Irish  Parliamentary  party  used  to 
meet  There  it  will  surely  avoid  the 
fate  of  the  19th-century  marble 
effigy  of  Parndl  which  had  pride  of 
place  in  the  hall  of  the  palace  of  foe 
Most  Rev  Thomas  Croke,  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Cashel,  at  foe  time  of 
Parnell's  disgrace. 

On  hearing  of  Parnell's  involve¬ 
ment  with  Mrs  Kitty  O’Shea, 
Croke  ordered  a  nun  to  take  the 
bust  into  the  garden  and  destroy  it 
with  a  hammer.  Hugh  Leonard, 
who  wrote  the  BBC  screenplay, 
says  be  included  the  scene  in  his 
original  script,  but  it  was  cut  “The 
BBC  thought  that  a  crazy  nun 
going  berserk  with  a  hammer  was  a 
bit  too  much  like  Ken  Russell.” 

•  According  to  the  sociologist 
Lord  Runciman,  the  House  of 
Lords  is  more  of  an  anachronism 
than  the  Church  of  England,  the 
Household  Cavalry  and  the  Dur¬ 
ham  Miners'  Gala.  Writing  in 
today’s  issue  of  The  London 
Review  of  Books,  Runciman  re¬ 
veals  the  pel  name  for  the  Upper 
Chamber  used  by  Gabriele,  wife  of 
fellow  peer  Nod  Annan.  ’’She  calls 
it  Nod’s  play  group,"  writes 
Runciman. 

Time  on  their  hands 

A  time  and  motion  study  of 
the  cost  effectiveness  of  the 
General  Synod  of  the 
Church  of  Fjigland  will  be  called 
for  when  the  synod  meets  at  the 
end  of  this  month.  The  Bishop  of 
Derby  will  move  that  ii  should 
meet  for  no  more  than  seven  days 
in  each  calendar  year,  and  Bryan 
Sandford,  on  behalf  of  the  York 
diocese,  will  also  move  that 
sessions  be  shortened.  Five  mo¬ 
tions  have  been  submitted  criticis¬ 
ing  tire  increasing  cost  of  funding 
the  lengthy  Synod  sessions.  The 


response  of  the  Church  House 
organisers?  To  extend  the  next 
session  by  half  a  day  to  allow  foe 
motions  to  be  debated. 

Envoi,  bnt  not  envoy 

Charles  Powell,  one  of  foe 
few  remaining  members  of 
Mrs  Thatcher's  supporting 
cast  still  employed  in  Downing 
Street,  has  turned  down  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  become  ambassador  to 
South  Africa  when  Sir  Robin 
Renwick  takes  over  in  Wash¬ 
ington.  A  source  close  to  Powell, 
now  with  John  Major  in  the  Gulf, 
says  “It  was  not  a  difficult 
decision.  He  was  never  really 
interested  and  foe  Foreign  Office 
did  not  try  to  change  his  mind.” 

Powell,  who  accompanied  Mrs 
Thatcher  on  all  her  foreign  trips 
after  1984,  is  likely  to  leave 
Downing  Street  within  the  next 
two  months,  according  to  friends. 

Thty  say  he  is  likely  to  seek  a 
post  in  foe  City  or  in  industry, 
having  ruled  out  their  that  he  cash 
in  on  his  high-level  contacts  and  set 
up  his  own  advisory  consultancy. 
He  lades  the  “entrepreneurial 
flair”  for  such  a  venture,  he  told 
them.  Surety  he  never  admitted 
that  to  Mrs  Thatcher. 

•  while  Powell  looks  outside  the 
world  of  politics  for  his  future 
career  John  Whittingdale,  Mrs 
Thatchers  former  political  sec¬ 
retary,  is  hoping  to  follow  his  boss 
into  Parliament.  Whittingdale 
who  unow  hdping  her  to  set  up 
the  Thatcher  Foundation,  has 
apphed  for  the  vacancv  at 
Hertsmere.  one  of  the  sedesi  Tory 
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The  world  is  still  on  course  to  war  after  the 

^yesterday’s  “last  chance” 
talks  in  Geneva.  About  that  there  should  be 

SadH^?^'  a  decision  by 

likehft?*!?  adnjut.defeat»  they  wens  never 
ukely  to  be  conclusive.  The  table  today  looks 

oarer  than  ever  of  diplomatic  cards,  but  the 
only  ace  is  still  to  be  played:  a  volte-face  by 
President  Saddam  Hussein. 

On  the  American  side,  the  talks  were 
senous.  Mr  Baker  did  not  require  three 
negotiating  sessions  in  order  to  hand  over 
the  outspoken  letter  from  President  Bush  to 
baadam  and  read  out  the  texts  of  12  UN 
resolutions.  He  went,  he  said,  not  to 
negotiate,  but  to  talk  —  and  also  to  listen.  But 
Mr  Aziz  refused  even  to  accept  President 
Bush’s  letter  and  Mr  Baker’s  sober  statement 
that  he  “heard  nothing,  in  six  hours  of  talks, 
that  suggested  any  Iraqi  flexibility  in 
complying  with  UN  resolutions1’  is  grim 
news  indeed. 

The  hopes  vested  in  yesterday’s  meeting 
have  been  in  proportion  with  the  world’s 
anxiety  to  avoid  using  force  to  drive  Iraq 
from  Kuwait,  but  out  of  proportion  with  the 
leeway  available  to  either  man.  For  a  start 
Mr  Aziz,  although  technically  Mr  Baker’s 
counterpart,  has  no  authority  in  Baghdad: 
abroad,  his  role  is  to  present  the  smiting  fee© 
of  an  ugly  regime  —  “I  always  smile”,  he  said 
in  Geneva.  At  home,  he  is  merely  a 
messenger.  Saddam  alone  decides:  and  in 
Geneva,  he  told  his  men  to  keep  the  door  to 
peace  locked. 

Secondly,  although  the  talks  have  (to 
Baghdad’s  gratification)  heightened  the  pub¬ 
lic  impression  that  this  is  a  confrontation 
between  America  and  Iraq  alone,  that  is- 
mistaken  in  law  and  in  feet  The  Gulf  war  is 
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not  about  to  begin:  it  began  more  than  five 
months  ago,  when  Iraq  invaded  and 
annexed  Kuwait  The  response  to  that 
aggression  has  been  under  the  UN  Charter’s 
chapter  VH,  invoked  for  the  first  time  to 
compel  an  aggressor  to  withdraw. 

The  UN's  12  resolutions  are  all  legally 
binding  on  every  government  The  US  may 
have  by  fer  the  most  troops  in  the  Gulf  —  a 
feet  which  lays  the  decision  on  when  and 
whether  to  attack  on  President' Bush  —  but 
more  than  SO  governments  are  participating 
in  the  international  coalition,  28  of  them 
with  forces  in  the  region.  Mr  Baker  has  no 
legal  mandate  to  modify  the  UN’s  demands. 

The  decision  for  peace  therefore  rests,  as 
Mr  Baker  said,  with  Iraq.  The  main 
American  purpose  in  seeking  this  meeting 
was  to  drive  home  as  directly  as  Iraq 
permitted  the  message  that  if  he  continued 
to  defy  international  law,  Saddam  would  not 
be  able  to  divert  the  blame  for  the  hostilities 
which  would  inevitably  result 

That  message  now  needs  reinforcing 
before  January  15,  the  UN  deadline  for 
withdrawal.  In  the  belief  that  it  can  help,  the 
European  Community  has  ignored  earlier 
Iraqi  rejections  of  talks  and  offered  to  meet 
Mr  Aziz  in  AlgiersJBut  fer  more  appropriate, 
as  Mr  Baker  suggested  yesterday,  would  be  a 
face-to-face  meeting  between  Saddam  and 
the  secretary-genera]  of  the  United  Nations, 
Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar.  His  prime  task 
would  be  to  underline  to  Iraqis  and  the  Arab 
public  the  universal  anger  and  abhorrence 
Iraq's  rape  of  Kuwait  has  inspired.  Senor 
Perez  de  Cuellar  should  now  formally 
request  such  a  meeting.  Last  time  he  did  so, 
Saddam  refused.  If  he  refuses  again,  that  will 
be  his  last  and  fetal  miscalculation. 


THE  BALTIC  CAULDRON 


The  Soviet  armed  forces  now  menacing  the 
Baltic  republics  on  the  streets  of  Vilnius  and 
other  cities  should  not  be  there  any  more 
than  their  comrades  should  once  have 
occupied  Eastern  Europe.  Divided  in  policy 
and  temperament  as  the  Baltic  indepen¬ 
dence  movements  are,  they  are  united  in 
their  determination  to  hold  the  line  which 
was  established  nearly  a  year  ago:  that 
Moscow’s  writ  does  not  run  in  their 
territories  unless  with  their  consent  Given . 
this,  Mr  Gorbachev  has  chosen  the  wrong 
issue,  at  the  wrong  time,  in.the  wrong  way  to 
try  to  impose  his  will  on  them. 

The  deployment  in  Lithuania,  Latvia, 
Estonia,  Georgia,  Ukraine,  Moldavia  and 
Armenia  of  several  brigades  of  elite  troops  is 
supposed  to  enforce  conscription.  As  a  . 
result  President  Gorbachev  has  set  himself 
not  only  against  the  smaller  republics  biit ' 
once,  more  against  the  power  of  Boris  Yeltsin 
and  the  Russian  Federation:  This Russian 
dissent  is  an  indication  that  Mr  Gorbachev 
has  chosen  unwise  means  to  satisfy  his 
understandable  desire,  as  a  head  of  state,  to 
secure  the  maintenance  of  his  aimed  forces. 

That  such  widespread  opposition  to  these 
crude  measures  should  have  surfaced  in¬ 
stantly  is  heartening.  Even  the  attempt  by 
the  Soviet  authorities  to  inflame  the  Russian 
and  Polish  minorities  against  the  Lithuanian 
parliament  has  so  fer  failed  to  cause  serious 
communal  conflict,  which  might  have 
provided  the  military  with  an  excuse  for 
martial  law. 

The  use  of  force  in  the  Baltic  states  is  not 
isolated.  Mr  Gorbachev’s  ultimatum  to  the 
Georgian  republic  to  remove  its  police  from 
the  disputed  territory  of  South  Ossetia  could 
yet  produce  a  more  violent  confrontation 
than  anything  seen  in  the  Baltic;  likewise  in 
Armenia  and  Moldavia. 

In  Ukraine  the  mailed  fist  may  prudently 
be  disguised  with  velvet.  Whereas  the  Soviet 
army  could  manage  without  recruits  from 
the  Baltic  states  and  Transcaucasia,  it  could 
not  maintain  its  present  inflated  manpower 
without  the  50  million  Ukrainians.  With 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  men  due  to  be 


demobilised  under  treaty  obligations  with 
the  West,  the  Soviet  forces  should  be  able  to 
cope  with  a  limited  degree  of  resistance  to 
the  draft 

The  so-called  draft-dodgers  in  the  repub¬ 
lics  are  in  any  case  widely  admired  there: 
their  consciences  do  not  allow  them  to  serve 
in  an  occupying  army,  and  the  local  laws 
which  allow  these  young  men  to  perform 
community  service  instead  are  worthy  of 
imitation  by  the  Soviet  president,  not  of  his 
contempt 

The  dispute  over  conscription  is  a  pretext 
for  Mr  Gorbachev’s  choice  of  the  numeri¬ 
cally  negligible  Baltic  nations  as  his  antago¬ 
nists  in  a  trial  of  moral  strength.  The 
■  -Kreqilin’s  refusal  to  concede  the  legitimacy 
ofthe  independence  movements  has  been 
consistent.  That  intransigence  is  thus  by  no 
means  a  direct  consequence  of  the  alanning 
lurch  towards  a  more  overtly  dictatorial 
-  modus  operand!  in  the  lastfow  weeks. - 

That  compromises  between  Moscow  and 
the  republics  on  practical  questions  are  still 
possible  was  demonstrated  yesterday  by  the 
announcement  of  a  deal  on  food  supplies  for 
1991  between  the  Soviet  authorities  and 
those  in  the  Russian  Federation  and 
Kazakhstan.  This  deal  will  not  solve  the 
problem  of  shortages,  and  the  lack  of  serious 
efforts  to  break  up  collective  agriculture  will 
ensure  the  persistence  of  malnutrition  for 
years  to  come.  But  the  agreement  does  show 
that  the  danger  of  political  independence 
leading.to  economic  dislocation  need  not  be 
a  real  one. 

The  Kremlin’s  browbeating  of  Lithuania 
while  the  West  is  preoccupied  by  the  Gulf 
smacks  of  opportunism  —  or  desperation. 
Kremlinol ogical  illusions  sometimes  make 
Mr  Gorbachev  seem  to  have  undergone  an 
unlikely  personality  change  since  the  au¬ 
tumn  of  1989,  when  he  refhsed  to  let  Soviet 
forces  be  used  against  demonstrators,  or 
even  since  last  summer,  when  he  allowed 
German  reunification  to  proceed.  But  the 
Soviet  leader  must  not  forget  the  lesson  of 
those  12  miraculous  months:  that  everything 
depends  on  consent 


FICTIONAL  FACTION 


For  years,  the  IRA  has  claimed  —  and  many 
liberals  have  feared  -  that  the  security  forces 
in  Northern  Ireland  operate  an  official 
shooi-io-kill  policy.  By  that  they  mean  that 
soldiers  or  policemen  are  sometimes 
allowed  or  encouraged  by  those  in  charge  to 
resort  to  assassination  to  get  rid  of  known 
IRA  operatives,  as  an  alternative  to  arresting 
them  and  bringing  them  to  trial.  At  worst, 
the  existence  of  such  a  policy  would  mean 
that  the  British  had  lowered  themselves  to 
the  methods  of  the  IRA-  The  British 
government  angrily  denies  that  it  operates 
any  such  policy.  Murders  committed  by 
army  or  police  are  criminal  acts,  it  says,  and 
the  perpetrators  should  be  brought {““"S 
An  open  society  must  iolerat® 
discussion  of  such  things.  In  the  nature  of 
case,  such  discussion  will  be  not  always 
conducted  in  terms  of  sweet  reason. 
Hidden  Agenda.  Kenneth  Loach’s  new  film,  ■ 
uses  the  quasi-documentary  narrative  form 
Ve  toes  called  -‘faction”  to  argue  that  the 
British  have  had  (and  byimphcationstiU 
have)  a  sboot-to-kill  policy  in  Northern 
T^land.  which  is  deliberately  covered  up. 
The  film  was  commissioned  and  partly 
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that  can  be  said  should  be  said, 
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that British  television’s  only  dutym 
ffo"  oCpor.  *e  British  side.  The 


weakness  of  the  case  for  the  film  stems  less 
from  arguments  of  principle  than  from  its 
practical  realisation.  Some  of  Shakespeare's 
historical  plays  were  misrepresentations  for 
political  purposes,  but  Mr  Loach  is  not 
Shakespeare.  Hidden  Agenda  veils  a  wooden 
political  message  in  thin  dramatic  clothing. 
It  cannot  be  argued  that  it  is  an  exploration 
of  the  human  condition,  whose  validity  as 
art  would  stand  apart  from  its  tendentious 
political  message. 

Were  Mr  Loach  to  request  air  time  to 
assert  his  conviction  straight  to  camera  that 
the  British  had  a  shoot-to-ltill  policy  in 
Northern  Ireland,  he  would  be  asked  for  his 
firm  evidence  and  in  the  absence  of  any, 
given  short  shrift.  But  “faction”,  the 
dramatic  form  which  mixes  feet  and  fiction, 
offers  the  filmmaker  a  route  round  such 
obstacles.  He  needs  no  real  evidence  for  his 
claims,  for  under  the  “fiction”  part  of  this 
definition  he  can  invent  some. 

The  television  viewer,  knowing  that  at 
least  the  context  is  real  and  the  issue  a  live 
one,  is  given  no  indication  which  pans  ofthe 
script  are  factually  and  which  fictionally 
based.  Mr  Loach  wants  the  viewer  to  take 
away — for  it  is  something  he  is  ideologically 
disposed  to  believe  himself  —  the  existence 
of  a  British  shoot-to-kill  policy  as  a  feet. 

Faction  is  the  most  disingenuous  form  of 
television.  If  it  is  to  be  used  at  all  to  illustrate 
contemporary  events,  it  should  be  treated 
with  scrupulous  care  as  a  technique  of 
television  journalism  and  subject  to  the 
same  rigorous  rules.  As  a  means  of  neutral 
illumination,  helping  the  viewers  to  draw 
their  own  conclusions,  it  may  on  occasion  be 
justified.  As  a  vehicle  of  partisan  propa¬ 
ganda,  which  is  how  Mr  Loach  likes  to  use  it, 
it  is  justified  neither  as  an  nor  journalism. 


Sir,  To  suggest,  as  you  do  in  your 
leading  article  on  the  Christy 
Strachan  heart  transplant  case 
(December  31),  that  my  Great 
Ormond  Street  team  (who  support 
this  letter)  would  do  better  to  answer 
questions  of  medical  ethics  “Than  to 
offload  them  on  the  distressed 
parents”  is  naive  and  reflects  lack  of 
understanding. 

For  more  than  100  years  doctors 
and  nurses  at  Great  Ormond  Street 
have  been  involved  daily  in  fee  very 
delicate  task  of  advising  and 
counselling  young  parents  to  decide 
'  on  the  optimal  management  of 
severe  illnesses  affecting  their  new¬ 
born  babies,  taking  into  consid¬ 
eration  the  parents'  mental  and 
emotional  distress  and  the  un¬ 
certainties  of  the  future.  Trans¬ 
plantation  is  no  exception. 

Should  fee  health  economists  and 
those  who  have  it  in  their  power  to 
distribute  resources  be  left  to  decide 
on  those  issues,  as  implied  in  your 
article?  Is  it  not  one  of  the  great 
achievements  of  our  country  to  be 
able  to  care  for  the  sick  neonate  and 
the  sick  elderly,  for  those  who  are 
not  yet  or  no  longer  economically 
productive? 

Medicine  is  unfortunately  very 
often  not  about  curing  an  illness  but 
about  alleviating  pain  and  extending 
longevity  and  quality  of  life.  This  is 
what  cancer  therapy  is  about  in 
many  circumstances.  and  this  is 
what  transplantation  is  about 
A  rational  approach  to  trans¬ 
plantation  by  the  medical  pro¬ 
fession,  its  representative  bodies 
and  by  fee  National  Health  Service 
led  to  fee  conclusion  some  years  ago 
that  heart  transplantation  was  cost- 
effective  and  had  indeed  to  be 
supported  and  funded.  The  applica¬ 
tion  of  this  mode  of  treatment  to 
neonates  bom  with  cardiac  mal¬ 
formations  incompatible  with  sur¬ 
vival  was  equally  carefully  assessed 
and  was  found  to  be  a  justifiable 
aura  of  research  and  development  in 
a  limited  number  of  centres  within 
the  UK,  of  which  Great  Ormond 
Street  is  one. 

Enough  scientific  information 
and  clinical  results  are  currently 
available  world-wide  to  indicate 
feat  this  is  not  “experimenting  on 
dying  babies”,  but  that  the  long¬ 
term  results  of  transplantation  m 
this  particular  age  group  might 
indeed  be  better  than  for  trans¬ 
plantation  performed  later  in  life. 

How  would  median  e  continue  to 
make  progress  without  expenditure 
on  research  and  development  and 
without  the  dedication  and  unselfish 
determination  of  members  of  fee 
medical  profession  to  improve 
longevity  and  quality  of  life  even  In 
the  most  difficult  circumsiances? 
Not  to  strive  is  not  to  improve. 

Yours  feithfuDv. 

MARC  de  LEVAL  (Consultant 
cardiothoracic  surgeon). 

The  Hospital  for  Sick  Children, 

Great  Ormond  Street,  WC1. 

January  2.  • 

From  Mrs  Mary  B.  Smith 
Sir,  I  wholeheartedly  agree  with  the 
common-sense  values  expressed  in 
your  editorial  I  have  worked  in  fee 
National  Health  Service  as  a  nurse, 
midwife,  theatre  sister,  teacher  and 
district  nurse  for  nearly  30  years. 
These  decades  were  so  full  of 
discovery,  innovative  treatments 
and  professional  development  that 
it  was  greatly  exciting:  1  am  glad  I 
was  there. 

Sadly,  such  massive  output  was 
unharnessed  and  ilMhought  through, 
and  the  original  concept  of  provid¬ 
ing  a  health  service  for  the  popula¬ 
tion  has  been  long  lost. 

In  my  early  days  of  training  we  all 
gained  our  experience  on  general 


Oxfam  on  birth  control 

From  the  Director  of  Oxfam 
Sir,  We  were  amazed  to  see  the  sadly 
misinformed  letter  on  Oxfam  from 
Mr  Jack  Parsons  and  others  (Janu¬ 
ary  8)  about  our  policy  on  birth 
control.  What  a  pity  that  some  of  the 
signatories  have  never  contacted  us 
directly  to  find  out  exactly  what  we 
are  doing. 

We  are  extremely  concerned 
about  rapid  population  growth, 
which  undermines  sustainable  dev¬ 
elopment  —  but  we  believe  that  the 
promotion  of  birth  control  by  itself 
does  not  lead  to  a  decline  in 
population.  The  overwhelming  evi¬ 
dence  is  that  lower  birth  rates  follow 
social  and  economic  change,  es¬ 
pecially  when  there  is  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  women's  education  and 
outside  work  opportunities,  as  well 
as  improved  child  survival  rates  and 
availability  of  contraception. 

Oxfam  currently  spends  about  1 1 
per  cent  of  its  annual  overseas 
programme  on  health  care  and 
education  programmes,  of  which 
family  planning  is  a  significant  pan. 
From  many  years  of  experience,  we 
believe  that  an  integrated  approach 
to  the  issue  is  the  only  approach 


Antarctica  controls 

From  Sir  Clive  Bossom 
Sir,  Your  article  today  (January  2), 
“Wasting  oar  barren  assets”,  by 
Nigd  Hawkes,  is  extremely  feoughi- 
provoking,  particularly  fee  idea  of 
fee  human  colonisation  of  Mars. 

However,  I  am  just  back  from  the 
highest,  coldest  continent  of  fee 
world.  While  there  in  Antarctica  we 
studied  and  discussed  fee  very 
important  implications  and  prob¬ 
lems  for  the  world  if  controlled 
exploitation  were  to  be  allowed. 

In  1966 1  introduced  the  Antarctic 
Treaty  Bill  in  Parliament  and  after 
all  these  years  1  am  still  convinced, 
and  agree  entirely  wife  fee  world 
experts  who  have  just  met  in  Vida 
del  Mar,  Chile,  that  fee  world  needs 
Antarctica  to  remain  as  it  is  now 


male  or  female,  surgical,  medical,  or 
orthopaedic  wards,  for  example, 
r  Now  we  have  departments  of  neph¬ 
rology  or  of  oncology,  to  name  but 
two.  These  set-ups  are  more  charis¬ 
matic  and.  of  course,  attract  greater 
funding.  On  fee  back  of  this,  enter 
fee  surgical  suppliers,  instrument 
makers  and  drug  companies,  all  of 
'  whom  have  had  a  heyday. 

The  staple  treatments  that  kept 
the  nation  working  and  healthy  fell 
for  behind  in  the  list  of  priorities. 
Wailing  lists  grow  and  many  basic 
health  provision  services,  such  as 
dentists  and  eye  care,  are  getting 
'  beyond  the  financial  grasp  of  lower 
income  groups. 

We  have  fee  knowledge,  the 
enterprise  and  streak  of  inventive¬ 
ness  in  this  country  that  means  feat 
we  can  tackle  anything.  However, 
fee  moment  has  come  to  redefine 
what  we  mean  by  a  National 
“Health”  Service,  and  determine 
how  it  can  best  be  financed  for  the 
majority.  Other  specialised,  high- 
finance  and  emotive  projects  should 
then  be  funded  out  of  an  entirely 
different  purse  and  system. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MARY  B.  SMITH, 

Chequer  Lodge, 

Ash,  nr  Canterbury,  Kent 
January  2. 

From  Dr  Fiona  CaJdicott 
Sir,  Does  fee  public  at  large,  rather 
than  individual  distressed  parents, 
and  perhaps  more  crucially  does  the 
government  of  fee  day  really  want 
medical  practitioners  to  make 
“agonising  choices”  abom  who 
should  be  fee  recipient  of  resources 
within  fee  National  Health  Service? 

And  if  they  do,  how  many  of  my 
clinical  colleagues  are  prepared  to 
look  beyond  the  narrow  confines  of 
their  own  field  of  practice  to  the 
wider  perspective  which  malrmg 
such  judgments  would  require? 
Yours  faithfully, 

FIONA  CALDICOTT 
(General  Manager), 

Mental  Health  Unit, 

Central  Birmingham  Health 
Authority, 

The  Midland  Nerve  Hospital 
Elvetham  Road, 

Edgbasion,  Birmingham  15. 

January  2. 

From  Mr  Christopher  Lincoln 
Sir,  In  the  now  highly  professional 
and  competitive  industry  of  raising 
money  for  charities,  fee  Great 
Ormond  Street  publicity  machine 
rolls  on.  Having  gathered  in  more 
than  £50  million  in  fee  Wishing 
Well  Appeal  fee  latest  copy  in  the 
-national  press  from  this  institution 
in  its  appeal  for  even  more  char¬ 
itable  funds  invokes  fee  loss  of 
revenue  from  patients  from  fee  Gulf 
caused  by  the  Kuwait  crisis. 

That  is  to  say,  it  invokes  loss  of 
private  practice  income  to  the 
hospital  as  a  reason  why  more 
charitable  money  should  be  donated 
to  fee  hospital.  Playing  this  card  is 
questionable,  and  puts  other  char, 
ities  at  a  disadvantage.  One  wonders 
how  such  a  juxtaposition  of  emotive 
topics  could  be  applied  to  Guide 
Dogs  for  the  Blind,  for  the  Royal 
National  Lifeboat  Institution  and 
others. 

It  is  perhaps  appropriate  to  ask 
the  Charity  Commissioners  to  re¬ 
view  the  ethics  of  such  an  advertise¬ 
ment  and  consider  regulating  their 
charities,  so  feat  after  a  successful 
appeal  the  field,  say  for  a  period  of 
years,  be  left  open  to  others. 

Yours  faithfully, 

CHRISTOPHER  LINCOLN, 

The  Royal  Brampton  and  National 
Heart  Hospital 
Sydney  Street,  SW3. 

January  2. 

which  works.  Our  policy  is  to  study 
the  family  planning  needs  and 
perceptions  of  poor  people;  and 
fund  the  provision  of  family  plan¬ 
ning  information  and  services. 

The  population  issue  certainly  is 
controversial.  This  is  largely  due  to 
badly  organised,  insensitive  family 
planning  programmes  in  developing 
countries,  usually  funded  by  foreign 
agencies,  which  have  failed  to 
understand  fee  complexity  of  fee 
issue.  In  many  cases  these  imposed 
programmes  have  been  unsuccessful 
as  they  have  ignored  cultural  issues 
and  the  needs  and  views  of  women, 
often  alienating  fee  very  people  they 
are  designed  to  help. 

Oxfam  publicises  its  health  work 
-  including  family  planning  —  as 
widely  as  its  other  work;  but  we  do 
not  believe,  and  therefore  do  not 
say,  that  birth  control  taken  in 
isolation  is  the  answer  to  the  world's 
population  problem.  We  are  sad¬ 
dened  when  those  we  otherwise 
respect  lend  themselves  to  such  a 
simplistic  and  misleading  view. 

Yours  faithfully, 

FRANK  JUDD,  Director, 

Oxfam, 

274  Banbury  Road,  Oxford. 

January  9. 


with  its  soici  controls.  The  argu¬ 
ments  are  very  strong  and  1  should 
like  to  “leave  well  alone”  for  fee 
foreseeable  future. 

Yours  sincerely, 

CLIVE  BOSSOM, 

97  Cadogan  Lane,  SW1. 

January  2. 

From  Mr  W.  Nigel  Bonner 
Sir,  Your  science  editor  refers  to  the 
overwhelming  view  in  favour  of  an 
outright  ban  on  fee  exploitation  of 
Antarctic  minerals  at  the  Antarctic 
treaty  special  consultative  meeting 
in  Vifla  del  Mar. 


Letters  to  the  editor  should  cany 
a  daytime  telephone  number.  They 
may  be  sent  to  a  fax  number  — 
(071)  782  5046. 


From  Mr  Andrew  Turner 
Sir,  Your  leading  article,  “The  evils 
of  opting  out”  (January  5),  bears 
little  relationship  to  the  experience 
of  grant-maintained  schools,  and 
fee  headline  is  hardly  supported  by 
the  evidence  adduced. 

Far  from  “downgrading”  the  nat¬ 
ional  curriculum,  Kenneth  Clarke  is 
continuing  fee  work  of  his  prede¬ 
cessor  of  providing  sufficient 
breadth  within  an  effective  national 
framework.  The  changes  to  the  14- 
16  curriculum  (report,  January  5) 
have  attracted  virtually  undivided 
support  from  practitioners.  But 
practitioners  are  not  providers. 
Many  LEAs  (local  education 
authorities)  fail  to  provide  the 
conditions  in  which  education  can 
flourish.  Advocates  of  grant-main¬ 
tained  status  want  no  more  than 
their  fair  share  of  money  to  reach 
grant-maintained  schools,  for  the 
schools  are  already  successfully 
using  comparable  funding  to  put 
more  resources  in  front  of  pupils. 

Educationalists,  you  assert,  dis¬ 
trust  opting  out  for  undermining  fee 
status  of  local  education  authorities. 
But  “status”  is  worthless  when 
protected  by  monopoly,  and  is 
resented  when  monopoly  power  is 
abused.  One  LEA  used  that  power  to 
spend  £10,000  on  opposing  opting 
out.  Another  failed  to  provide  a 
permanent  head  for  three  years  at  an 
800-pupil  school  before  formally 
proposing  closure. 

Ilea  produced,  from  5,000  second¬ 
ary  pupils  in  Hackney  schools  in 
1989,  13  wife  three  A  levels.  In 
comparison,  the  comprehensive 
school  at  which  I  last  taught 
produced  about  70  such  pupils 
(from  1,700)  in  1990.  Of  course  one 
expects  differences  but  not  of  that 
magnitude. 

Local  councillors  are  not  alone  in 
providing  “essential  links  with  local 
communities";  they  in  some  cases 
hinder  those  links  by  grandiose 
“planning”  instead  of  building  on 
what  is  proved  and  successful.  Some 
think  a  commitment  to  local  coun¬ 
cils  among  staff  is  more  important 
than  their  ability  to  run  a  successful 
school. 

Not  all  authorities  are  like  this 
minority.  Thai  is  why  some  schools 
do  not  wish  to  opt  out.  In  others  fee 
management  could  not  cope.  Others 
are,  not  unreasonably,  cautious 
about  adopting  a  new  management 
pattern.  But  there  are  already  more 
grant-maintained  schools  than  there 
are  tertiary  colleges,  and  some  LEAs 
have  no  hesitation  in  commending 
that  new  pattern  of  provision. 
Grant-maintained  schools  are  far 
less  unlike  their  LEA  counterparts 
than  tertiary  colleges  are  now  or 
comprehensives  were  in  the  1950s 
and  1960s  —  but  they  have  essential 
additional  freedom  which,  used 
well,  has  made  them  popular  among 
the  parents  and  teachers  who  know 
them. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  TURNER  (Director), 
Choice  in  Education, 

239  VauxhaH  Bridge  Road,  SWl. 
January  6. 

From  Baroness  Cox 
Sir,  Your  leading  article  was  un¬ 
characteristically  pre-emptive  and 
prejudiced.  The  opportunity  to 

Cooper  detention 

From  Mr  J.  F.  TuthiU 
Sir,  It  may  seem  churlish  to  cavil  at 
our  government's  achievement  in 
establishing  friendly  relations, 
granting  credits  and  allowing  ex¬ 
ports  to  Iran,  but  that  country 
continues  to  detain  illegally  one  of 
our  subjects  (my  son,  Roger  Cooper) 
and  has  done  so  for  over  five  years 
without  laying  a  formal  charge 
'  against  him.  It  also  has  part  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  lengthy  detention  of 
three  other  British  subjects  as 
hostages  in  Beirut. 

The  Foreign  Secretary  should  tell 
his  opposite  number  in  Tehran  that 
public  opinion  in  the  UK  wifi 
compel  him  to  suspend  credits  and 
the  supply  of  goods  if  Roger  is  not 
released. 

He  should  add  that  these  privi¬ 
leges  are  unlikely  to  be  restored  until 
there  is  unequivocal  evidence  that  ; 
Iran  is  doing  everything  possible  to  < 
secure  the  release  of  the  Beirut  i 
hostages.  i 

Yours  faithfully,  1 

J.  F.  TUTHTLL  (formerly  Cooper),  i 
Wardington.  ' 

Banbury,  Oxfordshire.  ! 


Still  np 

From  Mr  Christopher  Galley 
Sir,  The  Christmas  decorations  are 
stiU  up  in  New  Bond  Street  today. 
Wifi  the  unlucky  consequence  of 
this  be  feat  we  will  have  to  bear  next 
year’s  decorations  going  up  even 
earlier? 

Yours  faithfully, 

CHRISTOPHER  GALLEY, 

27  Yukon  Road,  SWl 2. 

January  9. 


During  the  meeting  I  noted  feat  of 
the  39  delegations  present,  ten  spoke 
in  favour  of  a  ban,  and  one  other  for 
a  qualified  ban.  This  is  far  from  an 
overwhelming  view.  What  there  was 
clear  agreement  on  was  the  continu¬ 
ation  of  fee  existing  moratorium  on 
minerals  activities  in  fee  Antarctic. 

The  British  position  is  still,  and 
always  has  been,  feat  there  is  a  need 
for  a  convention  regulating  mineral 
activities  to  protect  the  Antarctic 
environment,  not  to  facilitate  min¬ 
ing,  as  has  so  commonly  been 
represented  in  fee  media. 

Yours  faithfully, 

NIGEL  BONNER, 

3Beny  Lane, 

Godmanchester, 

Cambridgeshire. 

January  2. 


break  out  from  local  government 
control  is  not  “distrusted"  by  all 
teachers  and  educationalists.  Many 
schools  have  welcomed  fee  freedom 
to  rid  themselves  of  political  inter¬ 
ference  by  some  meddlesome  local 
education  authorities  and  their  sub¬ 
sequent  achievements  are  a  success 
story.  A  less  visible  success  story  has 
been  the  deterrent  effect  of  fee 
freedom  to  opt  out:  many  LEAs 
have  been  inhibited  from  imposing 
unpopular  policies  on  schools  by  the 
knowledge  that  they  could  and 
would  opt  out. 

The  policy  which  allows  schools 
to  opt  out  is  essentially  democratic. 
Where  good  LEAs  have  happy  relat¬ 
ions  wife  local  schools,  there  may  be 
no  incentive  to  opt  out.  But  es¬ 
pecially  where  schools  and  parents 
perceive  an  LEA  to  be  meddlesome 
or  wasteful  of  precious  resources,  it 
is  surely  beneficial  for  them  to  have 
fee  freedom  to  run  their  own  affairs 
in  the  interests  of  the  pupils  and  fee 
communities  they  serve.  There  may 
also  be  a  case  for  opting  out,  even 
without  fee  provocation  of  an 
unsatisfactory  LEA:  in  The  Neth¬ 
erlands,  two  thirds  of  state  schools 
have  run  successfully  on  this  basis 
for  decades. 

Your  leader  takes  exception  to  fee 
official  “promotion”  of  opting  oul 
But  you  make  no  reference  to  the 
vast  sums  of  public  money  which 
have  been  spent  by  some  Conser¬ 
vative  and  labour  LEAs  on  propa¬ 
ganda  against  opting  out  —  some  of 
it  disturbingly  intimidating. 

You  say  that  “there  can  be  no 
objection  to  public  debate,  as  long  as 
the  case  against  opting  out  is  given 
equal  airing”.  This  implies  im¬ 
partiality  in  fee  presentation  of 
these  important  issues.  It  is  unfortu¬ 
nate  that  your  leader  did  not  set  a 
good  example.  I  hope  subsequent 
debate  will  put  all  sides  more  fairly. 
Yours  faithfiilly, 

CAROLINE  COX, 

House  of  Lords. 

January  5. 

From  the  Headmaster  of  Bacup  and 
Rawtenslall  Grammar  School 
Sir,  As  a  headmaster  of  a  grant- 
maintained  school  I  would  like  to 
point  out  that  my  experience  is  not 
as  expressed  in  your  editorial 

I  applaud  the  changes  in  the  14-16 
curriculum,  as  would  most  of  the 
teaching  staff.  This  is,  however,  a 
separate  issue  from  that  of  provid¬ 
ing  resources.  A  grant-maintained 
school  is  in  a  position  to  provide  fee 
resources,  not  because  it  is  prostitut¬ 
ing  fee  system,  but  because  Its 
bureaucratic  costs  are  negligible.  My 
experience  has  shown  that  far  more 
wealth  has  been  added  to  fee 
curriculum  because  we  make  all  the 
decisions  for  our  school. 

As  far  as  fee  children  are  con¬ 
cerned,  the  quality  of  education  has 
been  improved  through  better  work¬ 
ing  facilities,  no  politicians  as 
governors,  smaller  classes  and  addi¬ 
tional  resources.  Grant-maintained 
schools,  far  from  being  “evil”,  are 
more  like  heaven  on  earth. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MARTYN  MORRIS,  Headmaster, 
Bacup  and  Rawtenstail  Grammar 
School 

Glen  Road,  Waierfoot, 

Rossendale,  Lancashire. 

Give  a  dog  . . . 

From  Mr  W.  G.  Hartley 
Sir,  Mr  Ticehuisfs  tetter  (January  2) 
calls  to  mind  a  situation  I  en¬ 
countered  in  south  Devon  in  1955. 
It  was  necessary  for  me  to  arrange 
passage  through  four  contiguous 
fields  owned  by  four  farmers  named 
Partridge,  Pheasant,  Plover  and 
Peacock.  I  had  to  be  eternally 
vigilant  to  ensure  feat  I  rejected  fee 
names  Ptarmigan  and  Penguin 
which  were  offered  from  my  ran¬ 
dom  retrieval  system  as  first 
choices. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  G.  HARTLEY, 

Dolphins, 

33  Upper  Belgrave  Road, 

Seafoni,  East  Sussex. 

January  3. 


Front  Mrs  E.  S.  Teale 
Sir,  We  have  M.  A.  D.  Dog  and  A. 
Cait;  only  one  Ram  but  plenty  of 
Shepherds  and  Mutton.  Pigs  are 
remembered  in  Bacon,  Gammon, 
Ham  and  Hogsflesh.  This  is  Wilt¬ 
shire. 

Yours  faithfully, 

SUSAN  TEALE, 

The  Old  Vicarage.  Tileshead, 

Nr  Salisbury, 

Wiltshire. 

January  Z 

From  Mrs  C.  M.  Sacra 
Sir,  My  great-great-grandfather, 
William  Catt,  was  well  known  in 
these  parts  as  fee  owner  of  fee  Tide 
Mills,  built  on  the  beach  between 
Newhaven  and  Seaford,  where  he 
ran  a  thriving  business  during  the 
first  half  of  the  last  century. 

His  daughter  Elizabeth,  the  eldest 
of  his  1 3  children,  was  frequently 
upset  at  hearing  from  her  little 
brothers  how  they  suffered  at  school 
from  being  teased  because  of  their 
name. 

So  in  her  wifi  she  decreed  that 
after  her  death  (in  1862)  all  the 
brothers  and  sisters  must  change 
their  name  legally  from  Catt  to 
Willett  (her  grandmother’s  maiden 
name)  if  they  wished  to  inherit  part 
of  her  fortune. 

1  believe  they  nearly  all  did 
change,  including  my  own  great¬ 
grandfather.  However,  I  have  just 
counted  57  “Catts"  listed  in  the 
Brighton  and  area  telephone  direc¬ 
tory. 

Yours  sincerely, 

C.  M.  SACRET, 

Flat  3, 55  St  Anne’s  Crescent, 

Lewes, 

East  Sussex. 

January  3. 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  JAN  u  . . . 


Obituaries 


FREDERICK 

CHARLES 


KENNETH  MACKENZIE 


COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE  presented  the  Royal  Yai 
January  9:  TIk  Duchess  of  York  Association'  Seamai 
today  visited  families  of  Foundation  Award  at 
servicemen  serving  in  the  Gulf  London  International 
at  RNAS  Yeovflton,  Somerset.  Show,  Earfs  Court  Londc 
Her  Royal  Highness  was  In  the  evening.  The  Pr 
received  by  Captain  R.  F.  Royal,  Chancellor,  Univ 
SherclifF,  RN.  of  London,  attended 

Mrs  John  Floyd  and  f^ptain  Registrars’  Staffs  Dining 
Ned  Blair,  RN  were  in  21st  Birthday  Dinner,  S 
attendance.  House,  Makt  Street,  La 

This  morning  The  Princess  WC1. 

Sf^  U/*1<a'^W,ndcn’  Mrs  Richard  Carew  Pol 

Worshipful  Company  of  in -attendance. 

Lorincra,  attended  the  meetings 

of  Committees  Trade  Liaison  KENSINGTON  PALACE 


rnpTTT  AD  Kenneth  Roderick  Mackenzie,  CB, 

JvL  U  LAfv  former  clerk  pf  public  bills.  House  qf 

— — - — .  Commons,  writer  arid  verse  translator, 

.  ..  _  ,  „  tl  died  on  January  4  aged  92.  He  was 

XSSM  "S&SSK  bom  on  Atm  19; ,m. 

Foundation  Award  at  the  ...  , 

London  International  Boat  SOME  people  resist  change;  others 
Show,  Earfs  Court.  London.  swim  with  the  tide.  Kenneth  Macken- 
In  the  evening,  The  Princess  zie  was  diffawit;  no  ideas  were  too 
Royal,  OumreBor,  Uniyemty  n&ni  to  be  considered  bat  no 

of  London,  attended  the  Ainln'm  mlniwl  n'mnKr 

Registrars’  Staffe  Dining  Club  muunng.  wotdd  be  embraced  simply 
21st  Birthday  Dinner,  Senate  because  it  was  new.  This  openness  of 
House,  Malet  Street,  London,  mind  found  its  outlet  through. his 
wci.  many  interests.  He  led  a  doable  life 

Mrs  Richard  Carew  pole  was  away  from  his  House  of  Commons 
in  -attendance.  role,  he  was  an  author  of  note. 

KENSINGTON  palace  After  Dulwich  College,  Mackenzie 


•  V;:  ^  i":  •  ••'  ii  Vi  i; .  * 


'  v}  -  *n  'V'* 


and  Finance  at  Pew  tea  ex  a*  Hall,  January  9:  The  Prince  of  |  w®01  to  New  Colley,  Oxford,  where 


Oax  Lane.  London,  EC2. 


Afterwards  Her  Royal  representatives  of  The  Prince’s 
Highness,  President.  Royal  Trust,  The  Prince's  Youth 
Yachting  Association,  attended  Business  Trust  and  Business  in 
the  Annua]  Luncheon  and  the  Community. 


Memorial  services 

Mr  Richard  Murdoch  Mr  Br 

J—TUfttL  Scott.  _ _ 


A  service  of  thanksgiving  for  the  SSt  t8 

life  of  Mr  Richard  Murdoch  was  usbcm«.  mus  reuemr  T«mnu.  .mm 


held  yesterday  at  All  Souls, 
Tangham  Place.  Prebendary 
Richard  Bewes  officiated, 
assisted  by  the  Rev  Ernest  Rea, 
Head  of  Religious  Broadcasting. 
BBC. 


Wales  held  a  meeting  with  be .  got  a  first  in  classical  mods, 
represematives  of  The  Prince’s  reflecting  his  Hfr-lnng  love  of  lan- 
Trust.  The  Prince’s  Youth  gnage.  in  1930  he  entered  the  dots 
Basmesa  115  department  of  the  House  of  Com- 
the  Community.  mons,  where  he  served  for  43  yeare. 

-  When  war  came  in  1939,  Macken- 

I*  zie  volunteered  for  anny  service  but 

SfiT*Vl  was  recalled  to  the  House  to  work 

JVA  T  AVVU  with  the  newly  created  national 
p“B  “qjenditure  committee  (his  military 
contribution  was  restricted  to  service 
mj  in  the  Palace  of  Westminster  Home 
JtoSOTBmawHww:  Guard).  The  committee,  served  by 

Mackenzie  and  other  clerics,  pio- 
nfio«d  the  detailed  scrutiny  of  the 

for  ^JtouwSh  GratoS^wS  r^^°lfaVtT?aA  ,7^  T"? 
kinson  was  held  yesterday  at  St  inrtner  developed  by  other  select 


/  -  ••  ,f 


-Agfa 


Frederick  Madden  CJjrikf. 

CBE.  aformer  partner  of  Feat. 

Marwick,  Mitchell  & 

..  * _  lered  accountants,  died  on 

forged  on  the  anvfl  of  pariiamenmry  l^mbeT30aged95.Hewas 

detate^.  He  ^  bom  on  August  6. 1S95. 

editions  Bom  1944  to  1972.  of  the 

Guide  to  the  Palace  qf  Westminster.  F  w  CHARLES,  or  Fred 

Mackenzie's  main  literary  wort  lay  as  he  was  known  to 

in  a  totally  different  field.  In  1953  he  Ws  ajUeagues,  spent  the  whole 
published  a  verse  translation  of/*  of  his  working  life  with  Feat, 
Switzerland,  by  the  Polish  poet  Julius  *4^^  Mitchell  &  Co  in 
Stowacki,  which  was  followed  m  1 904  u^on.  His  long  professional 
bv  a  translation  in  rhyme  of  the  gnat  QUte[  spanned  the  half  cea- 
epic  poem.  Pan  Tadeusz,  by  Adam  ^  from  1914  to  1964,  and 
Micldewicz.  These  translations  he  was  a  distinguished  repre- 
-amed  for  Mackenzie  the  Officer’s  sentatiyc  of  the  accountancy 
Cross  of  the  Order  of  Polonia  profession  of  his  era. 

RMtLtt.  He  went  to  Poland  in  1959  After  being  educated  at  City 
to  address  the  Polish  PEN  Club  on  the  of  London  College,  he  was 
wort  of  these  writers.  His  love  of  m traduced  to  Peats  before  the 
^dtS.Micattdbylma.^  finrt  wortd  ^  and,  after  four 


Min 
_ PR 


_  towIJnt. 

D unUn  and  MM  PoBy  any. 


Dr  Kenneth  Wilkinson 
A  service  of  remembrance 


Mr  Deryck  Guykr  read  the  James’s,  Piccadilly.  Prebendary  committees  after  the  war. 
lesson  and  Mr  Maurice  Denham’  Norry  McCurry  officiated.  Sir  EGs  other  main  work  was  as  the  first 

njtfLJ5"£v  pt,  3S£*  D^lt*  !Xlcols?°  derk  of  standing  committees  from 


£}****?  ^  **-G-  Wodehouse.  and  Sir  Peter  Masefield  gave  an 
Sir  John  MfiJs  read  from  the  address.  Among  those  present 
works  or  Canon  Henry  Scon  were 

**3  Mf  B,<?r  Mrs  Wmdnson  (widow).  Mr  and  Mrs 

from  The  Nonsense  Lyrics  of  bomt  wi»Mnac»  (son  and  dantfitsMa- 
Richard  Murdoch.  Mr  Timothy 

Murdoch,  son.  and  Mr  John  m™  netdwr  imhs«w  and  dnnh- 

MS^.S’gaveadSeiSr  MSmCSHeS 

The  Max  Harris  Orchestra  ‘  „ 


.■uaHi,.  „  Loni  and  Lady  MdPadzssm  or 

'  penormea  a  Knhrtwide.  Baronew  watt  of  writn®. 
te.  Among  those 

Professor  Frank  Hartley  (vlce- 


and  Singers  performed  a 
musical  tribute.  Among  those 
present  were: 

Mrs  Murdoch  (widow;.  Mr  and  Mn 
Anthony  tram  and  Mr  and  Mrs  John 
Nmn  *•— -  •-  ■ —  — ■  - — —  - 
Mr  Tom 
Mtnooch 

Dm*  RswUito,  <brothcMn4aw 


loch  (s«a--Tn  4awt  Mr  and  Mn 
k  RawUnai  (brottw  tn4aw  and 
-tn-tswl.  Mrs  Everard  Hwnbro. 


Mr  O  C  HoweU 


Mr  Tony  Hnahro.  Mr  Rohan  Kennen  Mlrcetort  and 
Murdoch.  Mra  David  Watson.  Mr  and  Mr  C  MtCsombr  tt 


oer Masaoaa gayean  1953  to  l959  and  then  as  derk  of 
Vmong  those  present  ^  ^  14  ^  ^ 

MaWMn^CwldowX^andMre 

gmr  wad ngn gmmd ttsgwn-  unn vailed  authority  on  aO  aspects  of 
A&nvNew public  bill  procedure.  He  enjoyed 
victory  iddBHMnSw  many  arguments  with  Pariiamentary 

mrm  Vletanr.  Mr  Jaroas  __  ^  made  some  film 

friends  in  the  process  —  but  he  was  a 

RffonesB  Piatt  of  writm*.  „ r  m  _ 

inSS**  TccSSSSfmd  master  °*  the  relevant  precedents  and 
^B*V«Suig«iSS:  corapnterised  records  were  never 
mo  sir  Rsiph  nouns  needed  while  Mackenzie  was  in  posL 
ih^Hm  He  advised  members  with  patience 

end  seriousness;  no  one  left  his  office 
.  with  Mr  Ron  without  the  Mthfectjop  of  knowing 
..  that  he  had  been  given  the  best 


over  the  tragedy  of  a  Katyn  massacres  l 
mtAj  more  happily,  by  his  member¬ 
ship  of  a  Polish  emigres’  dub,  the 
Polish  Hearth,  in  London,  where  be 
often  entertained  his  friends. 

His  pen  was  still  impatient,  how¬ 
ever,  and  he  turned  to  Rome  and 
Daly.  In  1969  he  published  a  new 
translation  of  Viigfl’s  Georgies .  Fi¬ 
nally,  in  1979,  he  published  his 
masterly  translation  of  all  three  books 
of  Dante's  Divine  Comedy.  Much  of 
his  writing  was  done  while  commut¬ 
ing  to  Westminster  by  train  from 
Sussex.  ' 

Surprisingly,  Mackenzie  still  had 
tfm«  for  other  pursuits.  He  was  a  keen 
and  skilled  gardener,  as  shown  by  the 
beautiful  garden  he  and  his  wife 
created  at  Mayfield.  He  also  loved 
horse  riding,  after  a  late  sitting  at 
the  House  he  would  rise  early  and  ride 
is  Hyde  Part 

Above  all,  Kenneth  Mackenzie’s 
Roman  Catholic  frith  was  central  to 


first  world  war  and,  after  four 
years*  active  service,  rejoined 
the  firm  and  qualified  as  a 
chartered  accountant  in  1923. 
Fred  Charles  was  a  man  who 
combined  accountancy  exper¬ 
tise  with  business  acumen  and 
who  found  at  Peat  Marwick 
the  ideal  springboard  for  his 
talents.  He  made  a  significant 
contribution  to  some  of  the 
t«»<*hnira1  innovations  which 
have  since  become  standard 
accountancy  practice;  notably 
be  prepared  on  behalf  of  a 
client  group  of  companies  one 
of  the  first  financial  state¬ 
ments  which  set  out  to 
consolidate  the  balance  sheets 
of  a  group's  various  subsidiary 
companies. 

Fred  Charles's  professional 
services  were  called  on  in  1 929 
at  the  time  of  the  Ha  try  crash 
—  almost  a  forgotten  case 
today  but  a  major  City  scandal 
then,  which  led  to  a  fraud 


NUsefletd.  Sir  Henry  Martino.  Air 
Manhal  Sir  CTiarlea  and  LadyPitufe. 


nuent.  naval 

With  Mr  Ron 
ftfrt  KOunO 


and  Mn  ft  sunr,  Mr 
„  Rewbatnun.  Mn  Syfea 
Mn  Dousftsa  Yaana.  Mr 
Mrs  Hilary  Vouns- 
Mr  M  J  Huwy  (chairman  of  Ore 
.  BBQ  with  Lord 
Mr  David 


mi 


POsaM*  advice.  After  his  retirement. 
Air  coomodare^ j  c  AtttrSra  he  served  on  the  Renton  committee 

Craproenilitg  Dm  chairman.  Air 

LMut).  Mr  David  Lowry  (AAA),  - 

Profamer  P  W  Brarman  and  Mrs  G 


on  preparation  of  legislation, ) 973-74. 

His  sense  of  humour  and  his 
wisdom  were  appreciated  by  his 
colleagues  in  the  public  bill  office;  and 
those  who  were  fortunate  to  be  on 
duty  with  him  when  the  House  sat  late 
will  always  treasure  the  extended 
arguments  that  began  in  the  office  as 
he  puffed  his  pipe,  and  continued  over 
a  pint  of  beer,  on  almost  every  topic 


from  parliamentary  procedure  to 
politics,  religion,  poetry,  history, 
gardening  and  education. 

In  1950  he  wrote  The  English 
Parliament,  which  remains  the  best 
short  account  of  the  origins  and 
history  of  its  subject,  and  his  Par¬ 
liament ,  published  in  1959,  covered 
the  same  theme  for  younger  readers 
(be  concluded  that  “public  opinion  is 


his  life  and  thought  from  the  time  of  I  investigation  and  a  prison 


his  conversion  after  leaving  university 
to  the  end  of  his  life.  He  contributed 
to  the  wort  of  his  church,  but  he  also 
took  pleasure  in  sharing,  with  a 
wonderful  sense  of  humour,  some¬ 
thing  of  his  beliefs. 

He  married  Mary  Coode  (her  unde 
was  also  a  senior  officer  of  the  House) 
in  1935  and  she  survives  him  together 
with  three  sons  and  a  daughter. 


Mr  John  McCormick 


(controller.  Radio  «.  Mua  F 
Lina  (comndler.  Radio  2X  Mr  : 
Marriott  (cooirotXer.  Spatial  : 


WIOS  ampartH  Cottage  of  Science. 
TeCtajoiocr  and  MaBdne). 

Mb)  M  Barnes  < Olympia  and  York). 
Mr  Barry  Rolfs  .  (Bnswi  Gndtno 
AaodBOoD).  MT  Peter  Hofdstodc 
Craoti).  Dr  Edward  R  Malar  anm. 
national  Federation  of  Airworthiness) 
and  Mm  Mater.  Mr  Harold  CapUn 


VASKO  POPA 


_  _ _ _ _ _  ServtoMO.  Mr 

G  Atkinson  (FeBowabip  of  Engtoan- 
InsL  Mr  David  C  Johnson  (QuaUtalr 


mm 


and. Lady  Cary.  Lady 

.  rcaklng  mrector.  Thames 
TetavtMan).  Mr  Stave  Race.  Mr  OUT 

Michael  -  _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Mr  John  Humphry*.  Mb-  Jonathan 


Inst  Mr  David  C  Johnson  fQuaUtalr 
Avtanon  Group). 

Mr  and  Mrs  Handel  Davies.  1 
r  and  Mrs  W  A  Malr.  Mr  . 
Metcaue.  CmtWn  John  Cameron.  «. . 
and  Mrs  catartam  Abell.  Mr  J  M 
Ramadan.  Mr  Alexander  Ho  me  roan. 
Mr  and  Mrs  J  Steele.  Mr  and  Mn 
Stephan  Wlmucroft.  M  RaynoM 
Niven.  Captain  and  Mn  E  M  Brown, 
Dr  G  8  Hlslop  and  Mr  John  R 
FUmUnarr. 


Anniversaries  Onttons  School 

BIRTHS:  Niels  Stenseu,  T  .fl^rnlfp  GrOVe 
anatomist,  Copenhagen,  163g;  1Ain 

John  Acton,  1st  Baron  of  1930-1940 

Aldcnham,  historian,  Naples,  .  _  .  ,  ,  .  ...  . 

1834;  Karl  Wettaeh  fGiSck^  “  Aldebmgh 

down,  Rccouvilier,  Switzer-  ««h  Peggy  Gutioa  is  bem^ 
land,  1880;  Robinson  Jeffers,  Panned  for  someiime  in  NIaT^ 

poeL  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania;  and  ^ 

^D^&riwaH^worth.  or hus Ptease 
sculptor,  Wakefield,  19oI  find .  insance.  statmg  what  dates 

nc»Tuc.  win-__  T  m  March  are  not  convenient  tec 

DEATHS.  William  Laud,  william  Green,  (ex  i  Si  Peter's 
archbishop  of  Canterbury  1633-  Square)  at  Red  House  Farm, 
45,  executed,  London,  1645,  Badingham,  Woodbridge,  SuF- 
Carolus  punaeus.  botany  foIk  n»i3  8LL,  telephone  072 
Uppsala,^ Sweden.  1778;  Mary  875  637j  ^  072  575  638.  There 
Russell  Minord  ^ayist  ma.  ^  accommodation  available. 

Please  notify  any  other  former 
shire,  1855;  William  Frederick  Dmiflc 

Cody  (Buflalo  Bill),  Denver,  _ _ 

Colorado,  1917;  Sinclair  Lewis, 

novelist,  Nobel  laureate  1930,  f1 nmnanv  of  Gold 
Rome,  1951;  Gabriela  Mistral,  UI  JJUIU 

poet  and  novelist,  Nobel  lame-  and  Silver  WVTe 
ate  1945,  New  York,  1957;  IT  J 

GabriHe  (Coco)  Chand,  frshion  UrflWGTS 
designer.  Paris,  1971.  _  -  „ _ . _ , _ 


Vosko  Popo,  Yugoslav  (Ser~  otherwise  he  has  been  without 
bum)  poet,  dial  in  Belgrade  on  significant  influence  on  Eng- 
January  5  aged  68.  He  was  fish  language  poetry. 
bom  on  June 29, 1922.  Vaako  Popa  was  bom  in 

Grebenac  near  Bela  Crkva,  in 
VASKO  Popa  was  Yugo-  the  Serbian  province  of  Voj- 
slavia’s  best<4mown  and  most  vodina.  He  fou^it  with  Tito's 
widely  translated  poeL  He  partisans  dining  the  wartime 
made  a  great  »mpnn«  at  the  German  occupation,  an 
Poetry  International  Festival  experience  whose  horrors 
in  London  in  1961;  there  is  a  were  indelibly  imprinted  on 
recording  available  of  his  his  mind.  Afterwards  he  stud- 
memorable  performance  00  led  at  Vienna  and  Bucharest 
that  occasion.  He  was  a  diffi-  before  finally  taking  bis  degree 
cult  but  powerful  and  sincere  in  French  and  Yugoslav  lit- 
poet  who  comes  across  better  erature  at  Belgrade  in  1949. 
in  French  than  in  English  -  He  then  worked  in  publishing 
translation;  the  decisive  in-  in  Belgrade.  ‘  ' 
fluence  upon  him  was  that  of  Popa  is  an  Important  poet 


lifetime  had  been  a  single  play. 
Nastasijevic  expounded  a 


parodies  of  the  psychotic 
games  of  war,  fleshed  out  in 


mystical  Slav  philosophy  not  gruesome  detail  Unlike  youn- 
imtike  that  of  the  equally  ger  imitators  in  countries  on- 


strange  Pole,  Tadeusz 
Midnslti.  Nastasijevic  had 


toadied  by  war’s  horrors, 
Popa  took  no  pleasure  at  all  in 


written  an  obscure  but  power-  the  cruelty  he  depicted  and 
fid  series  of  “lyric  eyries”  dearly  wrote  in  this  manner  at 


characterised  by  illusions  to 
history  and  foQdore,  gnomic 


some  personal  cost 
Pesme  (1965,  Songs)  con- 


utterances,  archaic  ex-  sists  of  poems  which  examine 
Prussians  and  religious  piety.  Ids  country's  violent  past  and 
■  In  this  strange  yet  potent  leads  naturally  to  Sporedno 
mixture,  Popa  and  Pavlovii  Nebo  (1968,  The  Secondary 
proclaimed,  lay  the  true  soul  Sky),  philosophical  poems  of  a. 
of  twentieth  century  Serbia.  pre-Socratic  simplicity.  The 
Topa  re-edited  the  poetry  and  fnflru-rv-p*:  me  still  primarily 


translation;  the  decisive  in-  in  Belgrade. '  ' 
fluence  upon  him  was  that  of  Popa  is  an  important  poet 

Frendisurreatiaii-Hrs  work  is  in  h is  own  right  and  a  major  _ _  .  •  /•-  . 

quintessentially  modernistic  figure  in  the  literary  history  of  ^ 

in  the  mid-century  European  his  country.  Among  the  post-  ^e  poet  Miodrag  Puvtoe*, 
sense,  and  is  had  to  follow  in  war  communist  countries  the  ei“Jred. 

English.  But  he  found  a  dedi-  position  of  Yugoslav  lit-  modernists  by  the^mid- 1950s. 
catcd  translator  in  the  late  erasure,  in  both  Croatian  and  “Vs  meant  for 

Anne  Pennington,  who,  after  Serbian,  was  unique.  Because  wntereto  choose  the  forms 
issuing  two  interim  volumes,  ofUto's  political  derisions  the  n^“5d- 

pul  flishcd  his  Collected  Poems  grim  doctrine  of  “socialist  The  figure  to  whom  Popa, 


-its  author  became  his 
acknowledged  master. 

Like  Nastasijevic  he  tended 


French,  but  the  result  is  both 
Sexbfrn  and  his  own.  Later 
poems  such  as  Vu£jaso(l  975, 


ropa,  roomer  wun  ms  menu  w  ^  ~pycks*\  Kora  Wolfs  Sail),  are  more  acces- 
the  poet  Miodxag  Paviovi^  (1953,  Bart)  his  first  volume,  sflfle,  referring  to  better 
ensured  the  victory  of  me  concentrated  npon  concrete  known  aspects  of  Serbian 
modernists  by  the  mid-I9»s.  —  chtirs,  animals,  mythology.  In  1958  he  com- 


This  meant  more  freedom  for  ffo^rs  —  scrutmismg  them 
writers  to  choose  the  forms  trying  to  find  verbal 


objects  —  chairs,  animals,  mythology.  In  1958  he  corn¬ 
flowers  —  scrutmismg  them  piled  an  anthology  of  Serbian 
and  trying  to  find  verbal  folk  literature,  Od  zlata 
equivalents  for  them.  Some  jabuka  (Among  Golden 


published  his  Collected  Poems  grim  doctrine  of  “socialist  The  figure  to  whom  Popa,  readers  were  reminded  of  the  Apples). 

1943 1976  in  1978.  There  is  realism"  was  never  really  Pavlovifc  and  their  fellow  detailed  nature  paintings  of  Popa’s  poetry  speaks  di- 

another  selection  of  his  wort  established  and  the  field  be-  modernists  turned  was  the  the  1 940s  by  Graham  Sutter-  rectly  10  the  unconscious 

The  Little  Box  (1.970),  trans-  came  dear  for  a  more  natural  isolated,  eccentric  poet  and  land.  Nepo&n-polje(l956,Tbe  mind  of  its  reader.  Grandios- 

Lated  by  the  American  Charles  and  politically  untainted  playwright  Moncilo  Unrest-Field)  established  him  ixy  and  pretentiousness  were 


The  Little  Box  (1.970),  trans-  came  dear  for  a  more  natural 
lated  by  the  American  Charles  and  politically  untainted 


land.  Nepodm-polje{\956,  Tbe 
Unrest-Field)  Wtahlished  him 


mind  of  its  reader.  Grandios¬ 
ity  and  pretentiousness  were 


The  following  have  been  elected 
officers  of  the  Company  of  Gold 
and  Silver  Wyre  Drawers  for  the 
ensuing  year:  Master,  Mr  Albert 


Simic.  Ted  Hughes  (an  ad-  struggle  between  sincere  re-  Nastasijevic  (1894-1938),  a  in  his  own  country,  not  least  foreign  to  him.  He  equals  in 

mirer)  often  echoes  Popa’s  alists  on  the  one  hand  and  schoolmaster  whose  only  for  the  sequence  “Igre"  stature  his  great  master 

manner  in  his  earlier  work;  modernists  on  the  other,  popular  success  in  his  short  (“Games”),  profoundly  bitter  Nastasyevid. 


rri  1  •  ,  and  Silver  Wyre  Drawers  for  the  - : - 

today  S  royal  ensuing  year  Master,  Mr  Albert  _v  ,  . 

engagements  iwfaSTL  'SSSSi  Birthdays 

Prince  Edward,  as  president,  tOdaV 

wifl  attend  the  National  Youth  ^  Wa^  Mr  Nod 

Music  Theatre’s  opening  perfor-  ^  Sir  Walter  Bodmer,  geneticist. 


Warden,  Mr  Geoffrey  B.  Per¬ 
kins;  Third  Warden,  Mr  Nod 


schoolmaster  whose  only  for  the  sequence  “Igre"  stature  his  great  i 
popular  success  in  his  short  (“Games”),  profoundly  bitter  Nastasyevid. 

Forthcoming  marriages 


sentence  for  the  well-known 
company  promoter  Clarence 
Hatry.  Charles  exercised 
considerable  skill  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  subsequent 
investigation. 

Fred  Charles  became  a  part¬ 
ner  in  Peat  Marwick  in  1931. 
During  the  second  world  war 
he  led  a  team  of  Peat  Marwick 
accountants  carrying  out  cost¬ 
ing  work  for  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food. 
For  this  wort  he  was  sub¬ 
sequently  appointed  CBE.  He 
was  well  known  in  the  City  of 
London  for  his  financial 
expertise  and  advised  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  firm's  important 
clients,  particularly  in  the 
farming  industry.  He  acted  in 
.an  advisory  capacity  for  the 
National  Farmers  Union  and 
for  the  Fatstock  Marketing 
Corporation.  He  was  also 
involved  in  the  setting  up  of 
the  Egg  Marketing  Board. 

In  1950  he  was  appointed 
ty  the  British  government  as  a 
-member  of  an  international 
commission  in  relation  to  the 
disputed  insolvency  of  the 
Barcelona  Traction  Light  & 
Power  Company,  then  the 
largest  electricity  generating 
and  supply  company  in  Spain, 
which  was  subsequently  re¬ 
ferred  to .  the  International 
Court  of  Justice  at  The  Hague. 
In  1955  he  was  appointed  by 
the  minister  of  agriculture  to 
be  a  member  of  the  committee 
of  enquiry  into  horticultural 
marketing-  He  retired  in  1 964. 

Fred  Charles  became  a  free¬ 
mason  in  1929  in  the  Richard 
Eve  Lodge  of  which  be  was  an 
active  member. 

He  leaves  a  son,  Michael, 
and  a  daughter,  Mrs  Shirley 
Lindsay. 


mance  of  Oliver  at  Sadler's 
Write  Theatre  at  7.25. 

The  Princess  Royal,  President  of 
the  Royal  Norwich  Agricultural 
Association,  will  attend  the 
annual  meeting  at  Norfolk 
College  of  Agriculture,  Easton, 


Polytechnic  news 

Brighton 

Dr  Keilli  Johnson,  formerly 
of  Birmingham  polytechnic,  has 
joined  Brighton  polytechnic  as 
assistant  director  (external 
relations). 


F.  Roy  Rutter. 

University  news 

London 

Dr  Jacqueline  Rose;  of  Sussex 
University,  has  been  appointed 
to  the  chair  of  English  at  Queen 
Mary  and  Westfield  College, 
from  January  1,  1992. 

Wales 

Dr  Alan  J.  Elliott,  director  of  the 
coastal  aztd  estuarine  studies 
unit  at  the  University  College  of 
North  Wales,  Bangor,  has  been 
promoted  to  the  grade  and  title 
of  reader,  from  January  Z. 


55;  Mr  Eddie  Cheever,  racing 
driver,  33;  Sir  Robin  Chich¬ 
ester-dark,  former  MP,  63; 
Mr  Justin  Evans,  youth  and 
recreation  worker,  88;  Sir 
Arthur  Gold,  honorary  life 
president,  European  Athletic 
Association.  74;  Mr  Sidney 
Grilter,  musician,  80;  Mr  Derek 
Hanusond-Stroud,  baritone;  65,- 
Sir  David  Hopldn,  former  chief 
metropolitan  stipendiary  mag¬ 
istrate,  69;  Sir  Derek  Hornby, 
former  chairman.  Rank  Xerox 
(UK),  61. 


Mr  &J.  Adamson 
and  Miss  V  J.  Kirby 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Stephen  John,  elder  son 
ofMr  and  Mrs  Varrie  Adamson, 
of  Nottingham,  and  Victoria, 
younger  daughter  of  Major 
A  O.  Kirby,  MBE,  and 
Mrs  Constance  Kirby,  of 
Framlingham,  Suffolk. 


land  Cal  Km  Graham  Mr  D.W.  Mcdean  Mr  BJ,  Paine 

and  Miss  CB.  Fraser-  and  Miss  AJ.  Scott  and  Miss  SJ.  Gordan-Staith 

Mackenzie  The  engagement  is  announced  Mir  Douglas  H.  Gordon-Snrith, 

The  engagement  is  announced  between  Daniel,  youngest  son  of  of  Add.  Leeds,  has  much 
between  Cal  am,  younger  son  Mr  John  Mcdean  and  the  late  .  pleasure  in  announcing  the 
of  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Mn  Anthea  Mcdean,  of  engagement  of  his  daughter, 
Montrose,  of  Nether  Tliiyrie,  Walton-on-Thames,  Surrey,  and  Roberta  Jane  Gordon-Smith,  of 
Kinross,  and  Catherine,  Jane;  rider  daughter  of  Dr  and  Fulham,  London,  SW6,  to  Bany 
youngest  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Ian  Scott,  of  Geneva.  John  Paine,  son  of  Mrs  Dora 
Mrs  J.P.  Fraser-Mackenzie,  Switzerland,  and  of  Portstewart,  Muriel  Paine,  of  Porchester, 
of  Lone  Cow  Estate,  Northern  Ireland.  .  .  Hampshire,  mid  the  late  Mr 

Mutorashanga,  Zimbabwe.  McKessar  Dennis  Paine. 

MrR_AJ.HH!  and  Miss  AJL  Bathurst  Mr  JX,  Preston 

and  Miss  SJV.  Tarn  bull  Norman  anA  irm  i  r  n  Honv 


Mr  BJ.  Paine  Mr  M.  WQUams 

and  Miss  RJ.  Gordon-Smith  and  Mbs  J.A.W.  Stevens 
Mir  Douglas  H.  Gordon-Smith,  The  engagement  is  announced 
of  Add.  Leeds,  has  much  between  Mark,  rider  son  of  Mr 
pleasure  in  announcing  the  and  Mis  Clive  Williams,  of 
engagement  of  his  daughter,  Rickmanswonh,  Hertfordshire. 
Roberta  Jane  Gordon-Smith,  of  and  Jane,  daughter  of  Mis 
Fulham,  London,  SW6,  to  Bany  Jeffrey  and  stepdaughter  of  Mr 


Mr  A.CJLM.  Beddall  - 
and  Mrs  C.O.  Charlton 
The  engagement  is  announced 


or  Montrose,  of  Nethesr  TiUyrie, 
ad  Kinross,  and  Catherine, 
of  youngest  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  J.P.  Fraser-Mackenzie, 
of  Lone  Cow  Estate, 
Mutorashanga,  Zimbabwe. 


engagement  of  his  daughter. 


John  Paine,  son  of  Mrs  Dora 
Murid  Paine,  of  Porchester, 
Hampshire,  and  the  late  Mr 
Dennis  Paine. 


Mr  R_AJ.  Fffll 

and  Miss  S-N.  Tarnbnl] 

Tbe  engagement  is  announced 


Mr  JJL  Preston 
and  Mhs  AjCIL  Hovey 


The  engagement  is  annoimoed  The  engagement  is  announced 


School  announcements 


Ashford  School,  Kent 

Tbe  spring  term  starts  today  and 


St  Catherine's  School  rhum^n  ’and 

Spring  term  begins  today  at  Si  tor,  Kodak.  61. 


servant,  71;  Dr  Peter  Mathias, 
master,  Downing  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  63;  Mr  Denis  Peach, 
former  chief  charity  commis¬ 
sioner,  63;  Mr  Anton  Rodgers, 
actor,  58;  Mr  Rod  Stewart,  rock 
singer,  46;  Mr  ErroQ  J.  Yates, 

chairman  and  ‘ managing  dime. 


Caroline,  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Geoffrey  Holbech,  of 
Farnborougb  Hall.  Banbury, 

Oxfordshire. 


will  end  on  March  22.  The  Catherine’s  School,  Bramley, 
senior  school  entrance  examina-  with  Kate  McAfee  as  head  girl 


non  will  take  place  on  Saturday, 
January  26.  The  school  play. 
The  Boyfriend,  will  be 
performed  in  Brake  Hall  on 
February  28,  March  1  and  2. 

Cambridge  Seminars 


and  Vanessa  Lems  as  senior  day 
girt  Tbe  Confirmation  service, 
taken  by  the  Bishop  of 
Guildford,  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  Primary  9.  The 
school  production.  The  Mikado , 
takes  place  in  Speech  Hah  from 
March  13-16.  Half  term  begins 


Spring  term  starts  today  and  on  Friday,  February  is,  and 
ends  on  March  1 5.  A -level  trial  term  ends  on  Friday,  March  22. 


examinations  run  from  March 
12-15.  The  trip  to  Florence 


Saint  Felix  School,  Soqttnroht 


leaves  on  February  16-  Tbe  The  governors  have  appointed 
Easter  revision  programme  runs  Mrs  Susan  Campion,  MA,  to  be 


chairman  and  managing  dixec-  7".G.  Christnpherson  . 
lor,  Kodak.  61.^  and  Miss  KS.  Letts 

The  engagement  is  announced 

-  between  Thomas,  elder  son 

tvj__ of  Mr  and  Mrs  A.-'  G. 
DlDIlcrS  -  ChristophersoD,  of  Ryarsh 

inwr  fw,h»nt  Place,  West  Mailing,  Kent,  and 

The  Hon  Douglas  Hurt,  eWTi^aU^S0f ’rf 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Cranlei^Siir^  Um’  f 
and  Commonwealth  Affairs,  t-rantelBh,  Surrey, 
and  Mrs  Hurd  held  a  dinner  last 
night  at  1  Carlton  Gardens  in  Mr  JJ?  Cohen 
honour  of  Professor  Kreysttof  ^  pjr.  Hurry 
auWwsfa,  Polish  Minister  The  engagement  is  announced 
for  Foreign  Affairs.  between  Jeffrey,  son  of  Mr  and 

Hairdressing  Council  Mrs  Herbert  Cohen,  of  Miami, 


Patrick  Pollock,  of  Upper  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Paul 
Froyle,  Hampshire,  and  Sarah,  -  Bathurst  Norman,  of  Sudbury, 
younger  daughter  of  Mr  John  Suffolk.  . 

Turnbull,  of  Sydney,  Australia,  ^ 

and  Mrs  Trevor  Knight,  of  ^ ‘ 

Ludtington,  Wiltshire.  and  Mess  EX.  Hodgsoa 


Preston,  of  RradpoJe,  Dorset, 
and  Angela  Clare  HoweU, 
younger  daughter  ofMr  and  Mrs 
Gorton  Hovey,  of  Rapperswil, 
Switzerland. 


Mr  AJ>J1.  Hunter 
and  Miss  £~7.  WaAon 


and  Mess  EX.  Hodgsoa 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Adam,  younger  son  of 
Mr  Ray  Mason,  of  Stamford, 


David  Jeffrey,  of  Vancouver, 
BC,  Canada. 

Mr  R.  de  Q.  Wfflott 
and  Miss  B  J.  Bidden 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Roger,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  H_  de  Q.  Willow,  of  Combe 
House,  Stinchcombe,  Dursley 
Gloucestershire,  and  Jane’ 
daughter  of  Canon  and  Mrs 
CD.  BiddeU,  of  Abbey  Street, 
Chester. 


Church  news 


The  engagement  Is  announced  Connecticut,  USA,  and  Mrs 
between  Andrew,  younger  son  Peter  Dobson,  of  Poole,  Dorset, 
of  Major  and  Mrs  Cohn  Hunter,  and  Emma,  eldest  daughter  of 


Mr  D.P.C.  RDey  v,uuivu  uens 

and  Mbs  HJL.  CrUl  Appointments 

2SSaSS,“ R^r, 

and  Mrs  DJL  Ritey,  of 


or  Major  ana  Mrs  Cohn  Hunter,  and  Emma,  eldest  dai 
of  Elgin,  Morayshire,  and  Mr  and  Mrs  Patrick  Ho 
Lindsey,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr  Lewfcnar,  Oxfordshire, 
and  Mrs  Peter  Walton,  of  Much 
Wenlock,  Shropshire.  Mr  TJD.  Mister 

and  Miss  PJ.  deed 

™  yj*-  Kearaey  The'  engagement'  .is  an 

and  Miss  J-C.  Hole  between  Thomas  I 

The  engage meni  a  announced  ^  ddcsrt  ^  of  ] 
between  Vincent  Patrick,  third  vnnfer  of  Carl  ion  < 


Johannesburg,  South  Africa, 
on,  of  .HeJena»  youngest  daughter 


l>«h  and  Bransford,  di- 

;  of  Worcester  to  be  also 


from  March  18  until  April  5. 

Royal  Grammar  School, 
GtdUford 

trtt  term  at  the  Roy 


headmistress  from  September 
1991. 

St  Fronds’  College,  Letch  worth 
The  spring  term  at  St  Francis’ 
College  began  yesterday  and 


Zr*1  31  r  “  Mr  JJE*.  Cohen  and  Miss  J.C.  Hole 

honour  or  froftssor  Kraysztof  and  Miss  FL.  Hurry  The  engagement  is  announced 

Skubisewsla,  Polish  Minister  The  engagement  is  announced  between  Vincent  Patrick,  third 
for  Foreign  Adairs.  between  Jeffrey,  son  of  Mr  and  son  of  the  late  Mr  Francis 

Hairdressing  Council  Mrs  Herbert  Cohen,  of  Miami,  Joseph  Kearney  and  of  Mrs  DJ. 

Mr  Austin  Mitchell,  MP,  was  Florida,  and  Fiona,  daughter  of  Kearney,  of  Taunton,  Somerset, 
host  at  a  dinner  given  by  the  Mr  *nd  Mrs  Nicholas  Hurry,  of  and  Julie  Charmaine,  daughter 
Hairdressing  Council,  the  Barnes,  London.  of  the  law  Major  G.LLHole  and 


Mr  T  J  J).  Minter 
and  Miss  P  J.  Gfced 
The  etigaggmwnt'  jg  announced 
between  Thomas  Frederick 
Dent,,  eldest  son  of  Mr  F.G. 
Minter,  of  Carlton  Gardens, 


London,  and  Mrs  P.E.  Minter, 
Joseph  Kearney  and  of  Mrs  DJ.  Qf  Crockerton,  Warminster, 


Wiltshire,  and  Paula  Jeanne, 


Grammar  School  begins  today  ends  on  Wednesday,  March  20, 


and  ends  on  March  21.  The 
entrance  examination  for  boys 
boro  between  September  1, 
1979  and  August  31,  1980,  will 
behekl  on  January  12.  The  RGS 
under- 16  se-ven-a-side  rugby 
tournament  win  be  held  at 
Bradstone  Brook  on  March  3. 
There  win  be  performances  of 
Equus  on  March  6, 8  and  9,  and 
the  Choral  Society  win  present 
Mendelssohn’s  Elijah  on  March 
20,  in  Gnfidfort  Cathedral  The 
Annual  General  Meeting  of  the 
OW  GuiMfordians’  Association, 
followed  by  the  Association's 
annual  dinner,  wQl  be  held  at 

the  school  on  March  22. 


1991.  Jennifer  Pointon  is  bead 
girl  and  Caroline  Gavine  is  her 
deputy.  Micbefine  Bloch  is 
Chairman  of  the  Boarders* 
Council  and  Rebecca  Harfield  is 
Vice-Chairman.  The  entrance 
examinations  wfll  be  held  on 
Friday,  February  8,  and  the 
sixth  form  scholarship  examina¬ 
tion  on  Saturday,  February  9. 

William  Hall,  Tincolushfre 
Lent  term  begins  today  and 
ends  on  Wednesday,  March  20- 
Entrance  scholarships  will  be  on 
Friday,  February  22.  Confirma¬ 
tion  by  the  Bishop  of  Grantham 
will  be  on  Thursday,  March  14.  | 


industry’s  statutory  authority, 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Monday  night.  Mr  Mark  Segar, 
chairman  of  tbe  council,  pre¬ 
sided.  The  guests  included: 


AaoDdadoo. 

Amur  New.  Oamnwi 
mwwdn  Ttoimng  Board. 

Also  present  were  Mr  John 
Byrne,  Registrar  of  the  Hair¬ 
dressing  Council,  together  with 
several  Hairdressing  Coun¬ 
cillors  and  their  partners. 


Mr  J.E.  Doherty 
and  Miss  PJVL  Lorn 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James,  eldest  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  lan  Doherty,  of  Great 
Hormead,  Hertfordshire,  and 
Pippa.  eldest  daughter  of  Mr 
Peter  Lowe,  of  Blean,  Kent,  and 
Mrs  Shirley  Lowe,  of  Cubert. 
Cornwall. 


Mr  JJELR.  Follies 
and  Miss  AB.  Deranney 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  John,  elder  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  G.F.  Foldes,  of  Culls, 


of  the  law  Major  G.U.  Hole  and 
Mrs  U.  Hole,  of  Creech  St 
MichaeL  Somerset.  ■ 

MrJ.CJH.King 

and  Miss  SJ.  Wyatt 

The  engagement  is  announced 


RjL  Gfced  and  of  Mrs  GJ. 
Folsom,  of  Ridgemere  Way, 
Amesbary,  MA  01913,  USA. 

Lt-CoJ  JLA.  Monies 

and  Miss  B.M.  Ponlsom 

The  engagement  is  announced 


BUU  roacna,  yuuogcsi  uaugruer  »n_j  ^ 

of  Sir  Peter  and  Lady  CrilL  of  WoroesSw^f^Mai^?y  and 
Jersey,  Channel  Islands.  diocese. 

Tie  Rev  Timothy  R  N  Jones, 
Mr  CG.  South  Oirne,  Hailsham,  diocese  of 

and  Mbs  AJWLE.  Swallow  w  **  Vicaf.  united 

The  engagement  is  announced  of  Madley,  Tyberton, 

between  Christopher,  youngest  *^p”°°roo-Wye  and  Blake- 
sonofthe  late  George  South  and  Herefort. 

of  Mrs  Pamela  South,  of  J^ChaeI  Lcwis-  Vicar, 

Kmgswcar,  Devon,  and  Alison,  ™  “ocrae  of  Southwark: 
eldest  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  lSam  sector,  Worcester 

Frank  Swallow,  of  Mossley  HiH,  Team,  diocese  of 

Liverpool  Worcester. 


Frank  Swallow,  of  Mossley  Win, 
Liverpool 


^wren  Jof  thmi,  ron^of  Mr 

G^rgelvmg  andfoefateMrs.  Kenaeth  Mouie&,  Royal  Army 

Ordnance  Corps,  son  or  Major 
and  Mrs  Horace  Monies,  of 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mra  Hugh  jyYoughton,  Banbury,  and 

Cissbury’  FmdOQ’  Bridget  Mary,  younger  daughter 
west  Sussex.  ~r  r  inrtMMT^Xnnol  awt  Mro 


Ordnance  Corps,  son  of  Major  daughter  of  Major  A  Osborne 
and  Mrs '  Horace  Moules,  of  Kirby,  MBE,  and  Mrs 
Broughton,  Banbury,  and  Constance  Kirby,  of 
Bridget  Mary,  younger  daughter  Friunlfaigha  m,  Suffolk. 


pie  Rev  Peter  R  May  Vicar  St 
Dr  CHJB.  Sperling  Darwen,  diocS?'  S 

and  Miss  PJLO.  Kirby  JP  **  Chaplain, 

The  engagement  IS  announced  f-yon/GrenobJe,  France,  diocese 
between  Charles,  son  of  Co  km  el  ofEur°pe. 

ACJL  Sperling,  OBE.  MC,  and 

ofthelme  Mrs  RM.  Spelling,  of  ^gnmion  and  retirements 


Mr  TJ.B.  Lewis  Neville  Poubo: 

and  Miss  V.C.  Don  Mayfield. 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Tim.  elder  sou  of  Dr-  Mr  IW.  Oddie 
Barry  Lewis,  of  Barking,  *ndMi»DA 
Suffolk,  and  Mrs  Rosemary  pe  engage  me 


of  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Mrs 
Neville  Poubo m.  Lower  Crabb, 
Mayfield. 


Aberdeen,  and  Angela,  eldest  Thorpe,  of  Bristol, -  Avon,  and 
daughter  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Victoria,  rider  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  P.  Devanney,  of  Ray  Dunn  and  the  late  Eileen 


and  Miss  DA  Wei  ham 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Ian,  sod  of  Mr  and  Mrs 


Masnuy-St-Jean,  Belgium. 


Durm,  of  Liverpool.. 


Allan  Oddie,  of  Derby,  and  .  only  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  David 
Deborah,  daughter  of  the  late  Thornton,  of  Crawley,  West 
-  Mr  and  Mrs  David  Wdham  *  Sussex. 


daughter  of  Major  A.  Osborne  Bitterue  Part  h-  "ousc*,™r* 
Kirby,  MBE,  and  Mrs  <*es5?  £%£***?& 
Constance  Kirby,  of  May.  rcnrc  M  fifom  15 
Framlingham,  Suffolk.  The  Rev  r-.  , .  .  t 

Mr  ThoratoD 

^  or 

Sioford.  Salisbury,  are  pleased  St  John  t^nnV^1ey'  Y^j 
to  announce  the  engagement  Hulton,  diaw^.  B5??st’ 
of  their  youngest  daughter,  resigned  MancbeslCT: 

Melanie  Laura,  to  Kevin  Brian,  The  nJF  ^?ember- 
only  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs  David  Rector  Whitworth. 

Thornton,  of  Crawley.  West  dioces^ ofiSSS  R>rl¥ooc’ 
Sussex.  from  to  retire  as 


of  their  youngest  daughter, 
Melanie  Laura,  to  Kevin  Brian, 


1/ 


)0  in 


^aa 


irt 


>y 


THURSDAY  JANUARY  101 991 


t  ¥ 


-Pirtoere  sireOBferen.  r-nn,,.,. 

*«*  B>at 

S^SSM?8 

3  19:12  GNB 


*S5JL ■  ^January  6th. 

SSSlSi*  Cofal  M 

2401.  in  aU^EET 

“£***•  M*.  to  52 
g"r*  Eustance) 
Srmtrutno.  4  anil. 
Oeontfna  Mary,  ^^raer’ 
*»  IWTA  .  On  Det*** 

fg*A2Z.SES 

a  dauonier.  Carolina.  ^TOa- 

DsEL‘  £?  JyV  6th. 

?£?*<"**  Barenami  *— 
?*■*■“••  a  daughter,  PiwdM 

J£2tJ  *■»  a»  jS* 

FLETC**n*  -  On  January  9a, 
ifi  and  Brian. 

isc^r^rtck-  *  o'**- 

"^WOJWVE  -  on  Jmn, 
1991.  to  Amanda  tnfc 
Law)  and  Cftarta.  a 
Florence  Carettne 

"55?®®  “  DaoanbcrJ 
2®*1-  to  Julteto^ 
^ccl**hare)  and  John.  t 
C“»W  Nicholas. 

HAVTCB- On  December^. 

to  Mary  (n£e  HandynJ  and 
^  a  eon.  UaxtmBha 
™W  Reginald  Hamtyn. 
Thanha  to  nw  staff  at  Rna 
Shrewsbury  Hospital. 

«“***-  to  CarotSffS 

Jones)  and  Andrew  i 
daoahter.  Kamertne  snah. 
JOfCS  -  On  January  3rd.  in 
(nfe  EUwrlngtan- 
“Mi)  and.  Hama,  a  s 
Guy  Henry  FeiL  Thanks  to 
jl  d  the  Root*.  Cambridge. 
LEWIS  -  On  January  6th  at 
g*  Wavcney  Hospital. 
Ballyniena.  to  Shaona  (Me 
Fannin)  and  Tom.  a  beautiful 

P^roWtHki^SL,m  ^hS 

and  loving  parents  Qain 
<nfe  Rom)  and  Charles,  a 
James  Samuel  Godfrey. 
WHARFS  -  On  January  4tn 
1991.  to  Ettraboth  (n £e 
Tuny)  and  MchaeL  a  sou. 
_WUBam  MKSiaeL 
WBMH  -  On  December  31st 

to  Sue  and  Ntgtd.  a  son  Oliver 

John  Samuel.  6Um  4m. 
SYHMGTON  •  On  January 
9th.  to  Laura  Cnfe  Norm- 
Lewta)  and  Dominic  a 
daughter.  Hamel  Rose,  a 
staler  for  Anthony. 

TOHW*  -  On  January  6th.  id 
NkxMa  uih  Sbnmonds)  and 
Oennot  a  son.  James  Robert 
Edward,  a  brother  for  John. 
TURNER  -  On  January  6th.  at 
BAl  Jt  Munster,  to  Aim  ente 
Shaw)  and  SUnon. 

Joshua  caiariea. 

WAKE  -  On  January  6th  1991 
to  Jehanne  and  wnuam. 


°”  &W«ir  I  MMMm  -  on  January  6th  I  WARREN  -  On  January  8th. 


DEATHS 


BENNETT  -  On  January  7th 
1991.  peacefully  after  a 
short  iHnesB.  Cyril  Augratns. 
In  hte  95th  year. 
Portsmouth  date  of 
Kensington).  Reqidem  Mass 
at  St  John’s  Cathedral  an 
Thursday  January  17th  al 
12.15  no.  followed  by 
cremation  at  Partchcster. 
Family  Qowers  only. 
BRADSHAW  .  On  January 
3rd.  In  hoagdaL  Joan,  of 
Winchester.  WHeof  WiUam. 
mother  or  NlgeL  Anthony' 
and  Jennifer.  "All  things 
living  have  on  ending,  all  In 
all  with  aD  things  blending". 
BURTOM-STEWART  -  On 
January  7th  1991.  aged  74 
years.  Jean  Margaret  (Me 
Add)  beloved  widow  of  the 
hde  Michael  Burton-Stewart 
adored  mother  of  Jande. 
mo3ter -In-law  of  Mate  and 
dottns  grandmother  of  Jrah.. 
sister  of  Diana  Ow.  after  a 
long  Dinem  borne  with  her 
usual  great  courage. 
Cremation  at  Oxford 
Crematorium,  Bayswater 
Road.  Headtngton.  Oxford, 
at  2JO  pm  on  Monday 
January  14th.  Famfly 
powers  only,  donations  If 
desired  for  Cancer  Research 
c/o  Trtadcr  Funeral  Service. 
122  Middlflfnp  Road. 
Banbury.  Oxon..  0X16  8QU. 
•Lord  letlest  thou  thy  Servant 
desert  la  Peace.' 

CALDWELL  •  On  January  7th. 

at  the  Pines  Nursing  Home. 

-  putney,  from  Alsheimers 
Disease.  Lee.  clearly  loved 
wife  of  Sir  Dick  Caldwell, 
alter  48  years  of  pea!  happi¬ 
ness.  Private  cranatfcm. 

CMARt  Ft  -  On  January  8th 
1991.  peacefully  tn  her  98th 
year,  al  HazalwnU  Nuratog 
Home.  Putney.  Joan  WBb 
(Me  Emott).  Much  loved 
mother  of  Derek  and 
Elisabeth.  Funeral  Service  el 
putney  Crematorium. 

Kingston  Road,  at  3J0  pm 
Thursday  January  17th. 
Family  Bowers  only  to 
Ashtons.  221  Upper 
Richmond  Road.  Donatlona 
to  Hawthorne  Trust  Ltd.. 
Chorion  Manor.  Gorae  HDL 
FamlnMam.  Ken) 


CARSLAXE 

SsisriSs 
aSfwsuS' 

tatot  ttoSrJS 

am  Friday 
'Sf*****!  -  On  Januaiy 

Hooum.  Cotafcra 
Vtsy  much  loved 
of  Marjorie  and 

taBw  of  jemR».  Sana  aal 

“**»■  Private  famfly 
A  Service 
•nankagtvtaia  bn 

wraaged  to  (Me  plage  mi 
Prtday  March  1st  at  Kamp- 
Read  Parish  Church. 

J*»«tons.  tostas mm 

wot  to  The 
totUshitan  FmnMtaoon  c/a 
PjQ.  Oxley  Ltd..  47  Hteh 
SfgL  WaBotemvtboeta^. 
teb  (0256)  676549. 

C*SfT  -  On  Friday  Jammy 
1991.  Rosalind  Edtiha 

“tab*  <* 

Major  _Str  John  AJt.  craft.  _ _ 

JtoC  Cvrtl  Hadntt. 
Croft.  Funeral  ser- 

vtoe  at  DodtUngton  Chureb  at 

2^0  pmon  Monday  January 
‘4th.  Flowers  and  enquiries 
!g  C.W.  Lyons.  63  Oxford 
Afreet.  Whttsiabie.  let 
272375, 

UUFMMEC  -  On 
January  3M  1991.  suddenly 

toBOlericay.  Essex,  aged  86. 

The  Reverend  Hubert. 

PrtndpeJ. 

Tonanfre  i  fwwnN 

fnrterenrti  m  Cofieoe. 

Associate  PdfcSmL 

Northern  Onvegtfeiui 
OoBege.  Professor  of  the 
History  of  Doctrine 
IMvmtty  of  Manchester. 

“  On  January  am 
1991.  Phyius.  aged  81 
W»; .  of  BrtghtwaBon. 

Berkshire,  after  a  short 
mness.  widow  of  the  Me 
Robert  Aroharty  Dyson  and 
much  loved  mother  of 
Timothy  and  Caroline.  The 
fhneral  service  wm  take 
nines  at  12  noon  oa  Saturday 
January  I20i  m  the 
MtanorM  ChapeL  Oxford 
crematorium.  Flowers  may 
be  sent  to  Reeves  and  Pain. 

288  AMnsdoo  Road.  Oxford 
of  donations  to  The  ftepofed 
Cancer  Research  Fund. 

FQK  -  On  January  7m. 

Norman  wmb  Fox.  of 
Burnham  Green.  Herts.,  aged 
66  years.  Funeral  Service  at 
West  Harts.  Crematorium. 

Gareton.  on  Thtasday  Janu¬ 
ary  1 7th  at  2JO  pm.  Fbmfly 
ftowera  only  please.  Dona- 
Bans  In  memory  ffar  Helping 
Hand  CharRy  Shops  c/o  Geo. 

W.  Blow  A  Sons  Ltd..  TUmus 
Yard.  Welwyn.  Herts.  A16 
OBL,  tstephone;  Welwyn 
(043871) 

FRANCS  -  On  January  8th. 
hracrfriUy  at  Rotbbury 
Collage  HotqRaL  Geoffrey 
Thomas  Balnbrldgs  France 

OAE.  KC.  DJ _  loved 

husband  of  Maureen,  father 
of  Chris.  Robin  and  Kay  and 
to  Kyle.  A  caring 
friend  to 
at 


1991.  pawiAflr.  AOca 
Helen  EStzabstb  (Betty),  aged 
78  yeaxs,  of  King  Stamw 
Mm,  King's  Lynn,  beloved 
with  of  Roger,  much  loved 
mother  of  EMzabeth.  Dinab 
and  Mark  and  daughter** 
law  Qvtaht. 
grambnothar  to  £ 

Junta  Funeral  Sendee  at' 
MluByn 
lamTs  Lynn,  on  Tuesday 
January  im  at  12 
Fhmtty  flowers  only,  dona- 
Hons  B  derired  ter  WaterAkd 
may  be  sent  to  A_J.  Goggles 
Ftmeral  Dlrcdtei.  63 
Nocfoflt  StreeL  Klngk  Lynn. 


Dr.  WDfrtd.  MJX.  FJbCJ*. 
FJLUPiyetL, 
home  in  Chester,  formerly  of 
Hayes.  KtmL  OmnHm 
Monday  January  14th  1030 
son  at  Btocon  Oammortam 
Qwrier.  Ho  ammx.  don* 
ttOBB.  If  desired,  id  The  Royal 
Goflage  of 
Ateteal  Fund.  17  Brigrave 
Square.  London  SW1. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


Geoffrey 
John  am 


dement.  Roger. 
wUi  to 


HOLT  -  On  January  4  th.  Peter  ] 
F-  TO.  suddenly.  Beto—d , 
hnftomd  of 
ThankaRvtog  at  St 
BfletoaaTS.  .  Sunnydde. 

■tetaansted.  at  3  . 
January  14th.  Dantetons  If  I 
desfcsd  to 
Re— arch  c/a  J.  Wortey 1 
(Funeral  Director^  lul.  344 
HW»  Stoat 
Hutk.  ®442)  870306. 
MHUMR  -  On  Jammy  1 
4th.  Mbs  Dorothy 
at  Trinity 


friends  tor  their  undnesi  and 
Wring  support  fadowlng  the 
raofttt  death  of  their  very 
precious  and  sgertaf  Peg. 
atan  tor  an  Oom  btoutea. 
tetters  and  cards  of 
annathy.  Thanks  to 
tomuy  and  frtepds  who 


ftawai  service  , 
thanks  to  (be 
Roger  Watson  tor  the  lovely 
hi  «hfr  iwiw^ 


mtoogad  nhwas.  Widow  of 
Gorton  Stewart  and  mother 
of  Donald  and  MkdtaeL 
Funeral  Sendee 
X  llh  at  Chiswick  Hew 
tmy  at  11  JO  ara.  No  Bcrwcre 
tor  requesL  Doniaiows  to 
Royal  Manaten  HoaptteL 
WREEL  -  On  Monday  Jammy 
7th  1991.  peacefUBy 
Laemtng  Garth 


WANTED 


0714589  Wl» 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


of  the  tote  Waiter  Kta—L  at 
Betlenw.  North  Yorkshire 
and  only  sister  of  toe  Ue 
Friedrich  Ludwig.  of 
DrtBcnhafcn.  fia 
Crandko  at  Da— 
Crematorium.  i  oca.  Monday , 
January  14th. 

LEWB  -  On 

1991.  pwrfiUly  at  home  to 
Ptatatow.  Colonel  Aloander 
Walter  Dnncan  Lewis 
OAE.  M.G.  late  Royal 
Scots  Gm.  Husband  of 
RWeraary  and  father  at 

Sarah.  As  _ 

Cremated  prtvatety.  Renwru- 
Drance  service  to  be  hdd  at 
St  James's  Church. 
PlecadBty.  an  Wed 
February  6lh  1991  at  12. 


%BDOsE 


AtoRsesA  tfdbm 
Wb  need  your  Mptn 
conttofl  vital  wrt- far 
are.  mb.  prewntai  and 

renauraiaDOn. 

Our  reports  on  ‘Sinojong' 
and  'Alcohol  Abuse’  helped 
rrdBtons.  Please  support  us 
«ith  a  donation  or  legacy. 
We  depend  entirely  on 
chatty. 


81200. 
please,  rtmafirau.  If  detered. 
for  The 
Research  Fund 


tn  a  nuxsfng  i™.  and  of  21 


to  The  Son  | 

86  Chtaton 
BS1  sea. 

Service  to 


-  On 

2nd.  _  __ 

Pamela  Rene  May.  aged  67. 
widow  of  Nefl  Freetbnan. 
Loved  and  aacBy  ndsaad  by 
her  daughters  railtnr  and 
Unda  and  tor  Outer  tanOtes  • 
Nod.  Colin.  Joanna.  James. 
Edward  and  Rowan.  Puamto 
at  Gubters  Green 
Crematorium  at  1230  on 
Moaxlay  Jammy  14th. 
Flowers  to  Lavertom.  29 
Brent  SrtwL  London  NW4. 


Road.  Fawng  London  W6. 
aged  72.  captain  fx.  _ 
John,  youngest  son  of  A_l. 
McOoaky  MJX.  dao 
Oate  the  Of-M  Service) 
and  Mrs  A  F.L  McOoaky 
nte  St  Anbyn.  deceased.  Late 
The  Loyal  Reghnent  (NXJ 
Mthne  The  stti  Royal 
Gmkha  Rifles  F  J.  Requiem 
Mam  at  1  JO  pro  on  Tuesday 
January  lSOu  at 
tedters  Abbey. 

Qiariebury  Grama.  Eattog. 
■dan  W5.  tallowed  by 
sment  at  2  JO  pea  al 
Sooth  Eattog  Cemetery. 
South  Eating  Road.  London 
WB.  No  Downs 
■MFFATT- On  Monday  Janu¬ 
ary  7th  1991.  at  Btoadiaeen 
HmtoL  UverpooL  after  a 


WE  CAN  HELP  YOU 
FIND  LOST 
BENEFICIARIES 

‘‘fflBsaeaasr 

teRj  dam  labdm  fjaurtTwlm, 

iaadmgwdtetefcttWddBwd 
uonW  toctoa  of  tta  ua— or  ibs 
waMad bs iaad  to  May  U 
odton*  P— lie- M  tn  Mba 

I  Tba  Nans  Of  The  SStd*Satooad 
ucoar1  sacbce  ccaa  £20  e  «te 
pw  tea,  mkai  aiiJ  tess. 

NEWS  OF  THE  WORLD 
CLASWFED 
0714819993 

ito 


SERVICES 


DATELINE  GOLD 

Amina  sectha  aoserei  red 
naawb 


OwMg 


CM  071  8581011  or  write  to  23 
ir^iiitisinmi  v-ww 

M  (M»tenW86ftL  M 


to!  MMH  wa 


Tet  071-373  Idas 


FOR  SALE 


MORNING  SUITS 
DINNER  SUITS 
EVENING  TAIL 
SWTS 


FOR  SALE 


TKtmre  . . .  ti  Me,  to- 

BT\  88P  B863/4. 


WK  Ml  RML  Dbaa  tbs  UU- 
mrie  autodnr  CM.  A  boate  or 
matt  wbMw  bom  tbe  yaar  of 
thete  Hrtb  USSR  bowbmO.  Teb 
0776 


flatshare 


RENTALS 


OVERSEAS  TRAVEL 


«WI  Been,  tihra 


tt/room.  waterway  views, 
ow  Bucjn.  Tec  ema  BijB 


6W8  Prof  fem.  27  Bius.  mare  hae  i 
ctosa  Uni  «n  IS  am  N/8.  £46 

"  W  -TW-  ftf  I  731  3XBO 


ANTIQUES  AND 
COLLECTING 


BOLD  A  3 


on-aaa  loac 


rearer  tern  to  K  £12S  aactc 
•toWjtjgTO 


4  *bo  OrteotaU  4  Bamaa  l 
<Wn»,  iray  *  mar  tenv 
■bub.  Tet  071-282  1096 


MUSICAL 

INSTRUMENTS 


■a  NWB  on  887  7S71 


CMS.  Mnraa  081  4BS  M48 


SHORT  LETS 


mmd  -  WM»/Bm  in.  2 


TICKETS 

FtaantiMn.Sal9aa.L4S 
Mia.  Aspects.  Cats. 
AO  Rugby  &  Soccer 
AH  Sou  out  Pop  Inc 
Paul  Simon  &  George 
MJchaeLSpart  and 
theatre. 

071  323  4480 


Pumitwine  0800  taiaoS. 


071  459  1763 


On  January  6th. 
suddenly  at  her  borne.  Jean, 
dearly  loved  wife  of  the  late 
rmh  in  Victor  Gold  FRS 
and  much-  loved  mother  of. 
Qteabcfb  and  Manta. 
Funeral  Service  at  Holy 
Trinity  Church.  Westcott. 
near  Dorking,  cm  Thursday 
Jaanyillb  tl  12  noon: 
Hawtoe  itonattciua  tonThe 
British  Heart 
-my  be  sent  to 
Sons.  TreOta  House.  Dorking, 
tefc  (0306)  882266. 


On  January  9th. 
peacefully  8  Stmcn-  and 
Caroitneto  hone  in  Smtttom 
Ronnie,  aged  81 .  Much  loved 
atxf  appreciaCed  by  hte  tomOy 
and  many  friends.  Funeral 
Service  wlB  be  held  at 


Randans  Road.  Leatherhend. 
on  Thrnday  January  17m 
at  1  pm.  Famfly  flowers  only 
[Seas e.  draiMtean  If  desired 
for  Tear  Fund  Sudan  Appeal 
may  be  sent  to  Tear  Fund. 
iOO  anyth 
Teddtogtan.  TWU  8QE. 


fllVTA  - 
1991. 


On  January  88i 


abort  iflness  at  Edgware 


Kumar  Gupta.  beloved 
husband  of  Oabltea  and 
father  of  TUdka  and 
Teertha.  Funeral  at  West 


Harrow  Road.  Kensal  Green. 
London  wio.  at  11  am  on 
Saturday  January  12th 
1991.  Flowers,  If  rbsdred.  to 
Laverton  A  Sons  Lid..  39 


London  NW4  2ED. 


wed  84  _ 

Bathed  fWnpM.y  Director. 
Dear  bHand  of  Betty 
(deceased),  loving  father  of 
Sbefla  and  grandfather  at  \ 
Amanda  and  John.  Sendee 
at  An  Reim  Orach. 
ChfldwaB.  UverpooL  an 
■maty  14th  at  3 
wb.  fallowed  hy  tatermmx  tn 
the  Churchyard.  FarnOy 
'flowers  only  please  but  daoa- 
flona  tf  dssbed  may  be  sent  to 
tor  Liverpool  Marie  Curie 
Osntrai  Scrim  Road. 
Woollen.  Liverpool  26  8QA. 


:  mother  cf  John  and  Susan. 
TpaOdnviiher  of  toseh. 
Sprimer.  Alan.  lata.  Kate  and 


BBnBflHEUIH)IIBKTin 

msmmmmn 

Hritloflg  fle  f*t  ***  teat 

dsmtototog— cSbnh 

NmsBC  itenflmhiur  apart 
A>f»1Marftga|vtrita 

tofllrt  Hart  rnredHiw. 
URMp&gl 
•  LoataVRI 


I  Td  an  287  8B34/9S  or 
437  4846  rim  071  734  0660 


 .  .  0007 

836718  0860  2101470088) 

0007  824026  OTsft.  _ 


rate  1MB  -  1791  -  1990  OCbsr 
tom  .svailMiia  Reedy  Mr  pre- 

■^SrrrHtaVT** 

073B.  II— Rr  When.  081- 


to  MIND 

I0S9  .*  On  January  7th. 
peacetotty.  Lucy  Gawthrop. 
widow  of  Douglas,  mother  of 


ROSENTHAL  CHINA, 
THOMAS  CHINA 
&  CLASSIC  ROSE 

SALE  NOW  IN  PROGRESS 

SUBSTANTIAL  reductions  on  dhmo-ware.  glftware  flora  In 


Service  at  St  Maty's  Chmch. 
Baffle.  on  We 
January  16th  si  2 
followed  fay 


only,  donaltana  to  RJNJLB. 


■  On  .liwinHl  V  Blh 

1 991 .  suddenly  aftm  years  of 


Soper-  1-DA.  R.CS.  CEngJ. 
JJP..  of  HasxlBwotto  Wood. 
Btriatarinm.  loved 

wife  of  Nevfite  and  mother  of 
Mark  and 
(yaoduiutoer  of 
and  Helen.  Cwmafloti  at 
west  Bramwich  cremato- 
rimu.  Tuesday  Jtnunsy  15th 
at  1030  am.  Family  Downs 
only  please,  but  donations  tor 
Artnrttis  Care  may  be  sent  to 
A3.  Taylor  Funeral  Services 
Ltd-  49 


ROSB<THAL6rUaOHAUa.Kld9htobridgs  071  GB406B3 
WILSON  A  (3L1,  Regent  StreeL  W1  0717343076 

UBEJ7TYSL  RegaitStrML  W1  071734  1234 

ALLDCRS.  Oaydon.  081681  2677 

ARMY  &  NAVY.  Bromley.  0814609991 

BOOTHROYDS.  Soatoport.  0704  636  177 

jEMNERSbEdtohuttfi.  0312262442 

XEDOIES.  Southend  on  Sea.  0702462426 

KACKHAMS.  not  236  3333 

also  on  sale  at  ROSENTHAL  STUDIO  HA  US 

RIEDEL  CRYSTAL - 
and  other  selected  merchandise. 


VLATSHASE 


r/ifcrw.on4Wi«a 


Lux  nswhani 
■k  cioo  pw 
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The  uncertainties  which  the 
Ljubljana  club  sought  to  remove  are 
with  us  stilL 


anti-hand- 
shake  CLUB 

The  superiority  of  the  Chinese  is  in 

nothing  more  manifest  than  in  the 

way  they  °h*ltp  their  own  hands 
instead  of  proffering  hands  to  each 
other.  The  gesture  is  still  one  of 
welcome,  but  they  retain  control 
and  are  not  exposed,  as  Europeans 
and  greatly  a  fortiori,  Americans  are. 
to  the  whims  of  their  co-shakers. 

Without  asking  whether  long 
finger-nails  have  influenced  Chinese 
custom,  it  is  of  course  true  that  such 
politeness  is  not  really  the  same 

busting  act  as  the  surrender  of  the 
right  hand;  for  right  hands  are  usrful 
gd onoSsskm.  as  whenmastarmg 
the  left  sleeve-iink,  mdispensame 

rtte te  the  tat*  of  Hk  Tc .tod 

that  hand  to  a  stranger,  to  jeftveh™ 
bee  to  express  his  conhali£.  h « 
SSiiiness.  and  deep  smcerrty  by 
touch,  to  bear  his  sustW^P  untn 
he  chooses  to  relax,  is  to  gtve  the 
most  valuable  of  hostages- 

So  itisperhapsari^of  thei^aw 

times  in  Europe  today  that  m 
Ljubljana  in  Yugoslavia  i 
handshaking  Club  has  bean  framed 
SiSi  an  initial  membe^f 
hundred.  The 
rebellion  a  firm 

tJr0^ri£s  bTwSTthS 

ehqUCt^f^toflboK8b  is  shaking 
SiS^rticulariy 

In  Yugoslavia,  as  m  vu 


Europe,  it  is  quite  a  common  thing  to 
shake  hxnria  with  everybody  on 
arriving  for  work  and  again  on  going 
out  to  lunch. 

Thin  henHaheHng  hnxmBBA  rauxl  to 

be  thought  a  quaint  survival  from  the 
days  when  right  bands  held  daggers 
or  could  draw  swords;  to  place  it  in 
the  keeping  of  another  was  to  dear 
yourself  of  any  dangerous  intention 
or  ability.  Fascists  and  Nazis  have 
learned  to  make  a  salute,  more  nearly 
combining  the  remembrance  of 
antiquity  with  the  action  prescribed 
in  diagrams  of  Swedish  drQL 

The  efficient  Japanese  combine 
the  quest  for  physical  fitness  and 
social  geniality  by  constant  bowings 
from  the  hips,  bringing  important 
abdominal  -  mtndn  into  play  and 
getting  better  exercise  in  proportion 
as  the  obeisance  is  marked.  Tlie  bow 
and  the  salute  have  this  further 
advantage  also,  that  they  do  not 
betray  their  makers  as  handshaking 
can.  People  who  offer  a  hearty  grip, 
with  a  “Dr  Livingstone,  I  presume?” 
impression  that  two  strong  white 
men  have  at  last  managed  to  meet,.do 
not  at  all  Hke  it  if  their  palm  is  hastily 
my!  lightly  stroked,  or  if  they-  are 
given  a  fleeting  sense  of  flabby  and 
shapeless  mass. 

As  for  that  shrinking  from  the 
touch,  in  the  manner  of  undersea  life, 
it  c°n  please  nobody,  and  even 
clammy  hands  which  no  one  wants  to 
hold  ™ke  a  bad  impression  if  they 
are  hastily  drawn  sway. 

An  occasional  handshake  on  a  big 
occasion  between  the  parties  to  an 
engagement  or  marriage,  or  other 
major  partnerships,  and  on  other 
important  events,  is  all  very  well,  an 
old  custom  end  not  a  bad  one.  But 
when  it  grows  to  ludicrous  lengths  in 
the  interests  of  salesmanship  and  a 
politeness  without  ordinary  good  will 
behind  it,  it  is  time  to  cry  halt  end  to 
BD  in  the  membership  forms  which 
wfflenahfe  one,  as  of  right,  to  extend 
for  once  only,  the  right  hand  of 
fellowship  to  the  stalwart  mm  of 
Ljubljana. 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


RUGBY  POWER  COMPANY  LIMITED 

Notice  of  an  Application 
for  Consent  to  Construct 
a  Natural  Gas  Fired  Combined 
Cycle  Gas  Turbine  Power  Station 
at  Rugby,  Warwickshire 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  Rugby  Power  Company  Limited  (“the  Com¬ 
pany”)  has  applied  under  section  36  of  the  Electricity  Act  1989  (“the  Act”) 
for  die  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Energy  to  construct  a  natural  gas 
fired  combined  cycle  gas  turbine  power  station  on  land  in  the  County  Parish 
of  Cosford/Newbold-on-Avon,  Rugby  in  the  County  of  Warwickshire,  and 
for  a  direction  under  section  90(2)  of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act 
1990  that  planning  permission  for  the  development  be  deemed  to  be  granted. 

The  new  station  to  be  known  as  Rugby  Power  Station  would  have  a  capacity 
of  approximately  380  Megawatts  (MW)  in  a  single  module. 

A  copy  of  the  application,  with  a  plan  showing  the  land  to  which  it  relates, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  Environmental  Statement  discussing  the  Compa¬ 
ny’s  proposals  in  more  detail  and  presenting  analysis  of  the  environmental 
implications,  are  available  for  inspection  during  normal  office  hours 
between  3rd  January’  1991  and  7th  February  1991  at  the  following  addresses: 

Rugby  Borough  Council,  Planning  Department,  Town  Hall,  Evreux 
Way,  Rugby 

Warwickshire  County  Council,  Public  Library,  St  Mathews  Street, 
Rugby 

Warwickshire  County  Council,  Planning  and  Transportation  Depart¬ 
ment,  Shire  Hall,  Warwick 

East  Midlands  Electricity,  Coventry  District  Office,  Sandy  Lane, 
Coventry 

In  addition,  copies  of  a  non-technical  summary  of  the  Environmental 
Assessment  can  be  collected  free  of  charge  from  the  Planning  Departments 
of  Rugby  Borough  Council  and  Warwickshire  Comity  Council  whilst  stocks 
last  Copies  of  the  full  Environmental  Statement  may  be  obtained  at  a  cost  of 
£50  whilst  stocks  last  by  telephoning  the  Company  on  0602  209315. 

Any  objections  should  be  made  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Energy,  Electricity  Division  ”A“  Room  Z  5.3,1  Palace  Street,  Victoria, 
London  SW1E  5HE,  stating  the  name  of  the  station  and  the  grounds  of  the 
objection,  not  later  than  7th  February  1991 

Rugby  Power  Company  limned 
3rd  January  1991 
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CONCISE  CROSSWORD  NO  2378 


ACROSS 

l  Greet  (6) 

6  Large  lent  (7) 

8  Bison  (7) 

9  Compunction  (7) 

10  Fool  (5) 

11  Drench  (4) 

12  Russian  emperor  (4} 
15  Jazzostinsio{4) 

-17  Insulated  cable  (4) 

19  Abode(5) 

28  Side  product  (4-3) 

22  Insulting  (7) 

23  n«dscly(7] 

24  Put  on  (6) 

DOWN 

1  Wrecker  (8) 

2  Upgraded  (6) 

3  Slog  (7) 

4  Baby  carriage  (4) 

5  Tinted  mineral  (6) 

6  King  Arthur's  half 
sister  (6^3) 

7  Look  u  carefully  (3) 

13  CkigymleW 

14  Drain  (7) 


16  End  of  working  week  f  61 
18  Concurrently  with  (6) 


28  Thai  woman  (3) 
21  Porridge  seeds  (4) 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  2377 

ACROSS:  2  Pits  4  Plum  7  Sauce  9  Pentecost  10  Axle  11  Pulse  12  Enter  ' 
13  Mop  up  15  Honey  17  Easel  18  Usher  20  Wait  21  Phenomena  23  Pylon 
24  Rome  25  Mere  - 

DOWN:  I  Bulletin  2  Pep  3  Tingle  5  Lion  6  Metropolitan  7  Stage  whisper 
8  December  11  Prey  upon  14  Passable  16  Cheese  19  Team  22  Ape 


16  Science  and  Technology  _ _ 

Life’s  most  secret  comers  may  be  lit  up  by  one  of  the  greatest  discoveries  of  the  pa st  decade.  Nigel  Hawkes  reports 


Inside  cells  —  by 
the  code  cracker 


Whal  was  the  great¬ 
est  success  of  sci¬ 
ence  during  the 
Eighties,  mea¬ 
sured  by  the  number  of  times 
it  was  referred  to  by  research¬ 
ers? 

Dr  Michael  Berridge,  of  the 
laboratory  of  molecular  sig¬ 
nalling  at  Cambridge  univer¬ 
sity,  has  appeared  twice  in  the 
top  ten  of  most-frequently 
cited  learned  papers.  But, 
despite  widespread  recog¬ 
nition  from  his  peers  and  a 
series  of  international  prizes, 
Dr  Berridge's  work  on  the 
chemical  fangimy  used  by 


one  of  the  least-reported 
breakthroughs  in  modem 
science. 

The  potential  importance  of 
the  discovery  is  huge.  Just  as 
the  discovery  of  the  structure 
of  DNA  transformed  under¬ 
standing  of  heredity,  the  un¬ 
ravelling  of  the  language  of 
cells  promises  to  shed  new 
light  into  some  of  the  most 
unknown  comers  of  life. 

One  of  these  is  the  process 
by  which  a  fertilised  egg  in  the 
womb  begins  to  organise  itself 
as  an  embryo.  Another  is  the 
operation  of  smooth  muscles, 
the  ones  that  control  our 
internal  organs;  yet  another  is 
the  dotting  of  the  blood. 

The  cell  messengers  discov¬ 
ered  by  Dr  Berridge  and  others 


(notably  Dr  Robin  Irvine,  of 
the  Agriculture  and  Food 
Research  Council’s  lab¬ 
oratory  at  Babraham,  Cam¬ 
bridge)  appear  responsible  for 
a  huge  range  of  biological 
processes,  in  every  type  of  cell, 
from  yeasts  to  plants,  in  verte¬ 
brates,  mammals  and  man. 

Scientists  discovered  long 
ago  that  proteins,  such  as 
growth  factors  or  hormones, 
act  as  messengers  in  the  body. 


Medical  conditions, 
such  as  the  origins 
of  high  blood 
pressure  or  cancer, 
could  be  explained 


but  most  of  them  stop  short  at 
the  cell  walL  Inside  the  cdl, 
varying  concentrations  of  cal- 
dum  ions  seem  to  be  a  critical 
factor,  responsible  for  trigger¬ 
ing  different  types  of  ccQ 
behaviour.  The  mystery  was 
bow  the  signals  from  outside 
were  carried  into  the  cell,  and 
then  transmitted  through  the 
cell  to  mobilise  calcium  and 
control  behaviour  in  such  a 
flexible  and  subtle  way. 

Dr  Berridge  established  that 
one  of  tire  “second  messen¬ 
gers"  responsible  for  this  pro¬ 
cess  is  a  chemical  called  inosi¬ 


tol  triphosphate,  or  IPs.  This 
is  produced  from  the  lipids 
(fits  in  the  Mood)  that  make 
up  foe  cell  wall  by  the  action  of 
the  external  messengers. 

A  minor  lipid  with  a  very 
long  name  —  phospbatid- 
ytinositol  4,5  triphosphate —is 
cleaved  in  two  to  produce 
both  IPs  and  another  second 
messenger  called  diacyl- 
giycOTaL  These  emerge  on  the 
inside  of  foe  cdl  wall  and  go 
about  their  business. 

The  job  of  IPs  appears  to  be 
foe  mobilising  of  piWMin 
from  shires  of  the  element 
contained  in  reservoirs  within 
the  cdL  The  release  of  the  IPs 
produces  a  sudden  increase,  or 
“spike",  of  calcium  concentra¬ 
tion  in  foecdL 

The  process  is  highly  flex¬ 
ible  because  there  are  many 
different  foams  of  EPa,  which 
may  work  alone  or  in  combi¬ 
nation,  and  more  than  one  site 
from  which  the  calcium  can  be 
mobilised. 

The  operation  of  EPa  thus 
amounts  to  a  code  in  which 
the  instructions  given  by  foe 
protein  on  the  outside  of  foe 
cell  are  translated  into  a  form 
that  pm  stimulate  the  appro¬ 
priate  response  from  the  cal¬ 
cium  stores  inside. 

This  simple  chemical  pro¬ 
cess  can  operate  with  limitless 
versatility  to  convey  a  whole 
range  of  messages.  Once  the 
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Fighting  slump 
on  home  front 

Tftlftworking  is  gaining 

the  recession  as  a  way  of  cuttingcosts_ 

n-tdeworking,  under  which  p.  JQBSGENE  > 

1  employees  work  fr°m  I - - - “ 

X  home  with  ^mote  the  idea  and  says  it  is  ’ 

fex  and  telephone  hnks  fo  the  formal  emptoy-. 

office,  is  being  boosted  for  “^“Snoacts  for  staff  to 
companies  cutting  costs  dur-  ^  although  many  now. 

ing  the  recession.  Information  tirfewore, 
technology  staff  such  as  pro-  d°A  j^ona!  Economic  Dev- 


grammers  and  those  in  cus-  .  nt  office  report  ‘ 
tomer  support,  are  uraw-  *J?5ed  out  the  potential  of 
ingly  bang  used  m  tnab  to  PJJJgJL®  ^  the  north 
decide  whether  teleworking  2J2JJ22EL  for  employers  in 


decide  whetbatdewoflang  for  employers  in 

should  soon  become  a  stan-  Jd  ^*^0^  needing  to 

dard  option.  _  JJJJL.  ^  information  tech- 

nology  industry  was  chosen^^ 

a  modem  so  that  home¬ 
workers  can  communicate 


the  rnost  suitable  for  Re¬ 
working  as  most  o  f  foese 


workers  can  commumcaxe  Sfl  mites 

electronkally  by  .Rephone  ^ffi^g^ross,  and  most 
makes  it  cheap  .to  implement  of  Charmg  J 


while  offering  large  savings- 
This  month  the  Industrial 


have  high  recruitment  costs 
and  staff  turnover.  Studies  by 


tm  ii  . . . 


£5*35* rr  world, a  ^"0^- 
teraromotetd^Mking to loc-  ancy  comp 

daSrities-TbeStysaj^  more  t^a.fon^pro^ 

ivdlmg  foe  langjmge  of  cefls:  Dr  IVfidmd  Berridge,  at  work  at  Cambridge  imivasky  JJ'rfJSfc  could  work  away  from  the 


message  has  been  passed  on, 
foe  IPia  is  incorporated  back 
into  the  ceD  membrane. 

That  IPs  is  a  key  to  foe 
signalling  system  of  cells  Cfl" 
be  shown  by  adding  a  small 
amount  of  it  to  an  unfertilised 
egg.  The  egg  than  starts 
developing  just  as  if  it  had 
been  fertilised  by  an  entire 
sperm.  Sinrilariy,  Dr  Berridge 
believes  that  it  is  IPs  that 
determines  the  pattern  of 
foetal  development  in  the 
earliest  stages  of  life. 

Interestingly,  the  signal* 
conveyed  by  IPs  appear  to  be 


frequency-modulated,  just 
like  radio  broadcasts,  and  foe 
message  system  functions  dig¬ 
itally,  like  a  computer. 

The  process  can  go  wrong, 
or  run  too  fost,  as  Dr  Berridge 
believes  it  does  in  the  brains  of 
people  suffering  from  manic 
depression.  Fortunately,  an 
effective  drug  exists,  the  de¬ 
ment  Hthium.  Dr  Berridge’s 
discovery  of  the  IPs  system 
explains  for  the  first  time  why 
it  is  so  effective. 

In  normal  pens,  where  the 
turnover  of  IPs  is  low,  lithium 
has  little  effect  but  in  ab¬ 


normal  cdls  it  damps  it  down, 
restoring  the  brain  to  near- 
normal  functioning.  This  ex¬ 
plains  why  a  drug  that  is  so 
effective  in  treating  manic- 
depressives  has  no  apparent 
effect  on  healthy  people. 

In  the  future,  cdl  mes¬ 
sengers  could  help  explain 
many  other  medical  con¬ 
ditions,  inrinriing  foe  origins 
of  high  blood  pressure  or  foe 
causes  of  cancer.. In  teaming  to 
understand  the  language  that 
cells  speak,  Dr  Berridge  has 
provided  a  powerful  means  of 
explaining  how  they  function. 


The  sound  of  rivalry  in  the  taped  music  market 
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A  30-hour  Maggw* 
week  at 
home  is 
equal  to  a 

37-hour  are  homeboumi 
office  week  arSKW 
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working  is  that  staff  turnover  sales  consultant,  v«nte  to  be  at 
is  bdow  average  at  6  per  cent  home  with  his  baby  daughter 
Cost  savings  on  office  space  in  her  first  few  years.  He  says 
have  been  put  at  £10,000  per  teleworking  can  enable  a  fom- 
tdeworker  and  productivity  ily  to  have  two  incomes  white 
improvements  are  consid-  allowing  one  parent  to  be  with 
erabte.  A  3(Wioar  week  at  their  child,  but  few  companies 
home  is  estimated  to  equal  a  will  recruit  somebody  to  work 


A  30-hour 
week  at 
home  is 
equal  to  a 
37-hour 
office  week 


Sounds  like  a  CD:  the  new  Digital  Compact  Cassette 


A  NEW  audio  tape  format 
that  records  digital  sound  on  a 
cassette  goes  on  show  for  the 
first  time  today  at  an  ex¬ 
hibition  in  Las  Vegas.  The 
Digital  Compact  Cassette 
(DCC)  is  based  on  the  audio 
cassette,  with  foe  same  playing 
time  and  size  cassettes. 

However,  whereas  ordinary 
tapes  record  sound  in  an¬ 
alogue  wave  form,  DCCs  store 
sounds  in  the  «me  way  as  a 
compact  disc,  in  digital  code. 
Yet  DCC  recorders  will  be 
able  to  play  digital  and  an¬ 
alogue  cassettes. 


They  are  intended  to  chall¬ 
enge  the  digital  audio  tape 
(DAT)  recorders  that  have 
recently  gone  on  sale.  DATs 
can  store  several  hours  of 
compact  disc  quality  sound  on 
a  miniature  cassette,  but  the 
recorders  are  expensive,  typi¬ 
cally  more  than  £500,  and 
incompatible  with  existing 
cassettes. 

The  decision  by  Philips,  foe 
developers  of  DCCs,  to  stick 
with  old  technology  has  sur¬ 
prised  some  hi-fi  observers. 
Philips  argues  that  nobody  is 
going  to  want  to  have  to 


replace  their  tape  collection 
for  a  new  format,  even  one 
offering  digital  sound. 

A  number  of  music  com¬ 
panies,  including  Polygram, 
WEA,  EMI,  RCA  and  BMG, 
have  pledged  support  for 
DCCs,  while  several  Japanese 
electronics  companies  are 
supporting  both  formats. 

At  the  heart  of  DCC  is  a 
coding  system.  Precision  Ad¬ 
aptive  Sub-band  Coding 
(PASCX  developed  after  re¬ 
search  into  human  hearing. 

P  ASC  uses  powerful  micro¬ 
chips  that  analyse  the  sound 


and  only  encode  those  fre¬ 
quencies  that  are  within  foe 
hearing  threshold.  The  result 
is  that  for  less  information 
needs  to  be  recorded  on  tape. 

Philips  .  says  that  most 
people  cannot  tell  foe  dif¬ 
ference  between  CD  sound 
and  PASC-encoded  music. 

DCCs  will  go  on  sale  early 
next  year,  with  the  first  record¬ 
ers  costing  about  £400,  a  price 
that  is  likely  to  be  matched  by 
DATs  as  prices  faff  There  are 
also  plans  to  market  DCCs  for 
cars  and  personal  hi-fi  units. 

George  Cole 


37-hour  week  in  the  office. 

British  Airways  is  the  latest 
company  to  test  teleworking, 
although  initially  only  senior 


permanently  from  home. 

JFI  Group,  the  information 
technology  services  company 
that  pioneered  the  telecom- 
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staff  who  will  manup*  home-  muter  model  to  hire  women 
workers  were  included  in  the  returners,  says  many  home- 
trial  “Very  often  information  working  employees  reported 
technology  staff  work  in  isola-  they  felt  isolated, 
tion  and  require  concentre-  Some  companies,  such  as 
tion,  and  there  may  be  an  Norwich  Union,  have  offered 
application  for  this  category  of  in-house  programmers  the 
employee  to  work  from  opportunity  to  work  from 
home,"  says  Chris  Hate,  BA's  home  but  found  few  takers, 
systems  superintendent  However,  the  company  has 

[  Studies  in  the  past  year  have  not  abandoned  the  idea  and  is 
highlighted  teleworking  bene-  developing  a  new  home- 
fits,  particularly  for  informa-  working  pilot  scheme, 
tion  technology  staff  British  T  _  ^  __  , 

Telecom  held  a  conference  to  LESLIE  TILLEY 


SCIENCE  & 
TECHNOLOGY 


A  multinational 

PHARMACEUTICAL 

COMPANY 

Based  in  the  Italian  part  of 
Switzerland  (Ticino) 
is  seeking  a 

REGISTRATION 

OFFICER 

For  multinational  EC- 
Registrations  at  ethical 
medicines. 

To  a  young  pharmacist  /  natural  scientist 
with  related  experience  in  a 
pharmaceutical  company  we  offer  very 
best  working  conditions  in  a  dynamic 
environment 

Interested  candidates  are  requested  to 
send  their  application  with  complete 
biodata,  copies  of  testimonials  and 
photograph  to  P.0.  Box  252,  CH-6900 
Massagno. 


You  must  be 

SELFISH! 

TO  Get  a  GOOD  JOB 
in  Computers 


•  Self-disciplined  •  self-motivated 

•  Self-assured  •  Self-starter 

Be  a  Selfstarter -flit  to  trie  coupon  Below  or  tete- 
pnone  0384  as  9521  (2a  hr  service  I  now i 

Be  Self-motivated  -  do  It  Immediately. 

in  return  we  ll  send  you  loads  of  Information  about 
employment  prospects  and  how  you  too  could  move 
Into  a  highly  paid  Job  In  Computers. 

we' u  also  send  you  an  aptitude  test.  Mark  It  ana  we’d 
advise  you  on  your  potential  - 

A  valuable  service  free  of  Charge. 

Leave  others  to  Think  about  It- Be  Selfish  I 
— 

coumuteach  international  UmttU. 
mUHiT,  Mn  Lane.  DUDLEY.  WHt  IMdtaMS  mra  288. 
mo  stamp  required 
Please  send  me  free  details  of  your 
Computer  Career  Development  programme 

Name  iMr/Mrs/Miss> - . — — 

Address - 


Present  Occupation . 

Tel  no - — 
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We’re  rapidly  changing 
the  Life  Sciences  - 

Can  you  take  the  pace  ? 

Quadrant  was  the  workfs  first  company  to  successfully  identity 
and  use  a  unique,  natural  drying  and  stahffizalkm  process  far  the 
preservation  of  important  biological  molecules  and  cefls  at  ambient 
temperatures.  Today,  the  company  is  on  the  brink  of  introducing  exciting 
Ursts*  Into  many  biological  product  areas.  Close  links  wfth  academia  and 
a  range  of  corporate  affiances  add  a  special  level  of  Importance  and 
Interest  to  every  position  in  the  company. 

We  are  seeking  the  foflowing  talented  R  &  D  and  marketing  individuals 
who  wish  to  make  a  significant  impact  on  the  development  and  success 
of  a  small  but  rapidly  expanding  life  science  company.  There  are  also 
openings  for  research  scientists  in  serology,  molecular  biology, 
diagnostics  and  therapeutics  who  wish  to  make  a  move  into  a  more 
innovative  and  faster  moving  research  environment  Salaries  are 
negotiable  and  wIB  be  tailored  to  reflect  your  potential  oontrftjuticn  to  the 
success  of  the  company. 

PRODUCT  MANAGER  -  DIAGNOSTICS 
Responsible  for  heatSng  up  marketing  related  activities  tor  the  develop¬ 
ment,  production,  promotion  and  distribution  of  novel  blood  group  typing 
and  riagnoatic  products,  you  wiB  have  the  vision  to  exploit  Quadrant's 
revolutionary  technology  to  the  full  and  the  ability  aid  drive  to  attain  rapid 
market  success.  This  is  a  unique  opportunity  to  build  your  own  product- 
ins  and  team  of  specialists.  Prospects  for  promotion  are  excellent. 

You  will  require  excellent  resource  management,  interpersonal  and 
management  skills.  Pour  years  International  product  management 
experience  in  medical  diagnostics  or  a  related  area  and  knowledge  of  the 
U.S.  health  care  market  are  prerequisites.  Blood  Bank  or  Transfusion 
Service  experience  would  be  an  advantage.  Proven  negotiation  skills  are 
essential.  Jr  wifi  be  necessary  to  travel  extensively  worldwide. 

DEVELOPMENT  MANAGER  -  DIAGNOSTICS 
You  win  be  instrumental  in  taking  Quadrant's  first  blood  group  typing 
products  through  their  final  stages  of  development  and  into  manufactur¬ 
ing.  In  addtion,  you  will  be  a  major  driving  force  in  the  development  of 
totally  innovative  diagnostics  -  made  possible  with  Quadrant's  stabilizing 
technologies.  This  is  a  rare  opportunity  to  expand  and  mould  a  team  of 
scientists  to  fit  your  requirements,  exactly.  Reporting  to  the  Director  of 
R  &  D  and  Raising  closely  with  Marketing,  you  win  have  a  considerable 
Impact  on  product  strategy. 

You  win  have  a  proven  track  record  of  success  in  diagnostic  product 
development  including  at  least  two  years  of  project  and  team  manage¬ 
ment  Energy  and  enthusiasm  are  essential  together  with  the  ability  to 
focus,  single  mlndedty  on  agreed  objectives.  Experience  in  Wood  group 
serology  is  required. 

SENIOR  SCIENTIST  -  SEROLOGY 
You  will  provide  expert  scientific  advice  together  with  hands-on  laboratory 
support  to  the  product  development  team.  A  specialist  in  blood  group 
serology,  you  wffi  liaise  with  blood  banks,  cSnlcal  and  service  laboratories 
to  ensure  that  Quadrant's  products  match  the  requirements  of  the  market 
place.  This  is  an  excetient  opportunity  to  build  a  leadership  position 
tor  youreetf  (n  the  application  of  novel  dry  reagent  systems  to  Wood 
group  serology. 

You  wifi  have  at  least  four  years  at  a  senior  level  In  serology  either  in 
blood  banking  or  a  efirucaJ  laboratory  environment.  The  abfBty  to  rapkfly 
Implement  new  technologies  and  Ideas  to  solve  technical  problems  is 
essential.  Excellent  interpersonal  and  presentation  skills  are  required. 

To  apply,  ptease  send  your  currtcuk/m  vttao  to: 

Dr.  David  C.  Chflvers,  Quadrant  Holdings  Cambridge  LttL, 

Cambridge  Research  Laboratories,  181 A  Huntingdon  Rd-, 

Cambridge  C830DJ,  England. 


U  A  D  R  A  N  T 


NEWS  INTERNATIONAL  NEWSPAPERS 

INFORMATION  TECHNOLOGIST 

News  International  Newspapers,  pan  of  News  Corporation  Limited,  is  one  of  the  worlds  leading  newspaper  publishers  in  the  UK  and  is 
responsible  far  producing  toe  times,  Sunday  Times,  Sun,  Today  and  News  of  the  World. 

As  put  of  the  tecbnokmcal  developments  place  within  th«  company  the  Library  ™d  Information  Service  (LAIS),  which  sopports  all  5 
newspapers  together  with  the  groups  other  media  Interests,  is  looking  to  develop  its  mfonnation  systems  in  order  to  enhance  the  service  it 
provides. 


As  much  of  the  work  wiO  involve  negotiations  and  discussions  inside  and  outside  News  International  candidatei  should  also  have  a  confident 
personality  and  possess  good  communications  skills. 

The  company  is  offering  a  highly  competitive  salary  with  benefits.  If  you  are  interested  please  write  enclosing  a  fall  cv  to: 

Mr  Richard  Gobbett  Personnel  Manager, 

News  International  Newspapers  X4xL, 

P.O.  Box  481  Virginia  Street  London  El  9BD 


SYSTEM  MANAGER 


EALING  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 

DISTRICT 

INFORMATION  UNIT 

ANALYST/ 

STATISTICIAN 

Salary  Scale  £12£83  -  £15,072 
+  London  Weighting 

The  District  Information  Unit  at  Ealing 
Health  Authority  is  currently  seeking  an 
analyst  to  provide  interpretation  and 
review  of  information  to  the  Health 
Authority.  The  department  has  the  key 
work  of  identifying  health  needs  within 
the  district  and  of  measuring  the  cost 
effectiveness  and  outcome  of  health  ser¬ 
vices  provided. 

Competence  in  data  management  with 
strong  «HI1«  in  the  use  of  microcomput¬ 
ers  and  software  applications  is  essential. 
Knowledge  of  SQL  and  Oracle-based 
applications  would  be  a  definite  phis. 

The  postholder  must  be  able  to  weak  as 
port  of  a  team.  He  or  she  should  be 
numerate,  good  at  communications,  wiB- 
ing  to  team  and  prepared  to  tackle  chal¬ 
lenging  projects. 

For  an  informal  discussion  please  cputact 
Charles  Barnes,  District  Information 
Manager  on  081  574  2444  ExL  5094. 

Application  forms  and  job  descriptions 
available  firms  the  Unit  Personnel 
Department,  St  Bernard's  Wing,  Ealing 
Hospital,  Uxbridge  Road,  Southall  Mid¬ 
dlesex  UB1  3EU.  TeL  081  S74  2444  ExL 
5185. 

Closing  date  Dor  receipt  of  applications: 
24.1.1991. 

WORKING  TOWARDS 
EQUAL  OPPORTUNITIES 


|  CHALLENGE  91 !!  i 

i  CENTRAL  LONDON  to  £27k  I 

HI  h 

^  Retained  by  a  Major  Pic,  to  build  a  complete  team,  we  g 
v  are  calling  on  experienced  ORACLE/INGRES  -h 

■  ^  development  staff  at  aU  levels,  to  Team  Leader.  In  M 
c  addition  to  the  above,  ‘C’  would  be  a  distinct  JJ 

jjj  advantage.  £> 

*  If  you  consider  yourself  to  be  a  forward  thinking,  S 
g  career  minded  individual,  seeking  a  challenge  within  a  52 

o  secure  environment....  3 

BE  O 

Call  now  for  initial  discussion  and  interview,  or 
£  Post/Fax  your  C.V.  to:-  g 

4  E.S.O.R.  Group  (roc  cons)  1 

J  6  Sherlock  Mews  Tel:  071  *24  1020  A 

0  London  W1M  3RH  Fax:  071  1021  t 

PROJECT  LEADER 


SECRETARIAL 


COMMUNITY  CREME 


SCHOOL  OF  ORIENTAL  AND 
AFRICAN  STUDIES 
University  of  London 

SECRETARY 

£lItoK-£13K 

We  we  looting  far  someoae  to  provide  mcnaariil  and 
office  niiuaarjneui  support  iu  the  rapidly 
Fboodvriow  Courses  Section. 

You  win  be  iniaened  in  dealing  with  people  from  a  wide 
variety  of  countries  tad  in  making  an  important 
contribution  to  the  work  of  Ac  icctioa. 

Awilfc  atiia  faun  ami  fanhu1  detaBa  aq  be  obtained  Iona 
the  fatwari  Officer.  School  af  Oriental  and  African 
Sta*m.  Thmafcmgh  Street,  bud  Sqmn,  Load—, 
WOB  «XG  (leL  0n-ti37-238S,  cxL  2234).  The  cfanteR 
dale  Car  vppBratlBua  fa  IS  Jaaaary  1991.  (Me  agendas). 


RECEPTION 

SELECTION 


INTERNATIONAL 

DESIGN 

COMPANY, 

CHISWICK 
e£9  TO£12k  AA£ 

We  are  far  a 

fwptionisi  wfaou  Berible. 

anhiuiastic  with  a  good 

team  spiriL  An  exceikm 
telephone  man  no-,  sense  of 
humour  and  polished 
presentation  are  essential 
for  litis  frontline  posttion. 

Coatoex:  Debbie  tm 
081-9949296 
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KL^;  ."ww  to  wn  naan 

SFS5,ig?n.“' 


CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  28 


THE  TIMES  THU»SDAY  MNUA.Y  I. 


Health  17 


When  to  keep 
your  mouth  shut 


Microbiologists  working  at 
Tel  Aviv  university  claim 
that  halitosis  affects  80 
percent  of  the  population  at  some 
tune  or  another.  The  trouble  can 
be  so  distressing  that  it  can  lead  to 
social  isolation;  sufferers  may  find 
themselves  not  only  banished  to 
the.  spare  bed  but  shunned  by 
society.  Promotion  is  lost,  divorce 
is  common  and  so,  if  the  conclu¬ 
sions  of  the  Israelis  are  to  be 
accepted,  it  is  not  altogether  sur¬ 
prising  that  for  some  people  sui¬ 
cide  seems  the  answer.  The  micro¬ 
biologists  who  paint  this  gloomy 
picture  have  also,  as  it  happen; 
announced  that  they  have  found 
some  of  the  answers;  a  halimeter,  a 
machine  which  measures  the 
sulphide  levels  in  the  breath  more 
objectively  than  a  spouse’s  nose, 
and  a  new  two-phase  oil  and  water 
mouthwash  which,  by  absorbing 
sulphide  particles,  promises  to  be 
twice  as  effective  as  those  at 
present  available. 

Dr  Mel  Rosenberg  of  Tel  Aviv 
attributes  most  cases  of  halitosis 
to  oral  micro-organisms  produc¬ 
ing,  offensive  gases,  in  particular 
hydrogen  sulphide  and  methyl- 
-  mercaptans.  Although  simple  den¬ 
tal  plaque  does  not  itself  cause 
halitosis,  few  experts  would  dis- 
pute-ihat  decayed  teeth  and  rotten 
1  gums  do  result  in  pockets  of 
altered  blood  and  pus  gathering 
around  tooth  sockets,  where  they 
cause  a  most  unalluring  smelL 
Even  so,  most  authorities  would 
not  agree  that  poor  oral  hygiene  is 
a  cause  of  troublesome,  persistent 
halitosis,  for  dental  hygiene  can  be 
improved  by  regular  cleaning. 


The  cleaner  cut? 


To  add  to  the  discord  already 
sown  by  Salman  Rushdie's 
book,  there  is  now  trouble  in 
some  Muslim  areas  over  circum¬ 
cision.  The  health  authorities  in 
Rotherham  are  alarmed  at  the 
number  of  boys  who,’  as  the 
procedure  is  not  provided  rou¬ 
tinely  by  the  NHS,  are  suffering  at 
the  hands  of  unqualified  prac¬ 
titioners,  often  barbers. 

The  irony  is  that  the  Muslims 
may  well  be  right,  and  current 
medical  teaching  wrong.  The  ac¬ 
cepted  view  is  that  circumcision  is 
only  indicated  in  infants  when 
there  is  a  chronic  infection  of  the 
foreskin,  or  if  it  obstructs  the  free 
flow  of  urine.  Paediatricians  who 
determine  policy  on  drcumdsion 
regularly  see  the  complications 
which  can  occur  from  the  proce¬ 
dure:  haemorrhage,  infection  or,  if 
the  operation  is  carelessly  per¬ 
formed,  mutilation;  in  con¬ 
sequence  they  may  be  excused  for 
condemning  the  practice. 

However,  paediatricians  rarely 
venture  into  the  adult  world  of 
genito-urinary  (VD)  clinics,  where 
the  long-term  disadvantages  of  the 
foreskins  which  have  been  so 
carefully  nurtured  can  be  seen.  _ 

All  sexually  transmitted  dis¬ 
eases  are  caught  less  readily  by  the 
circumcised,  and  the  adveDt  of 
Aids  ha*  now  made  this  an 
important  public  health  consid¬ 
eration.  There  are  other  medical 
advantages  to  circumcision;  cap- 
cer  of  the  penis,  which  in  Britain 
accounts  for  0.1  per  cent  of  male 
cancer  deaths,  occurs  only  in  those 
who  were  not  circumcised  in 
infancy.  The  circumcised  also 
avoid  the  distressing  skin  disease 
BXO,  which  causes  shrivelling  of 


the  end  of  the  penis.  Disease  is  not 
the  only  factor,  a  survey  some 
time  ago,  taken  among  prostitutes, 
multi-partnered  women  whose 
opinions  are  unclouded  by  emo¬ 
tion,  showed  that  well  over  90  per 
cent  found  intercourse  with  the 
circumcised  man  more  desirable 
in  every  way. 

Sober  thought 
for  smokers 


Many  people  smoke  only 
when  drinking  —  men 
who  enjoy  a  cigar  after  a 
good  meal.  Far  instance,  or  people 
of  either  sex  who  find  that  a 
cigarette  has  a  calming  effect  after 
the  turmoil  of  the  day,  or  enables 
them  to  confront  the  tensions  of  a 
social  gathering.  The  British  Medi¬ 
cal  Journal  reports  that  research 
by  the  Royal  Hospital  in  Adelaide 
shows  that  smoking  when  eating, 
or  soon  after  eating,  appreciably 
slows  the  passage  of  food  through 
the  stomach  and  in  consequence 
delays  the  absorption  of  alcohoL 
Those  who  smoke  when  eating 
and  drinking  will  get  drunk  less 
quickly,  but  will  sober  up  more 
slowly,  phenomena  which  may 
affect  a  person's  ability  to  drive. 


Pregnant  with  possibility 


What  role  does  the 
contraceptive  pill  really 
play  in  determining  a 
woman's  fertility? 
Liz  Gill  reports 


DEM3L  McNEELANCE 


The  contraceptive  pill,  a  subject 
of  often  bitter  controversy  for 
more  than  a .  generation,  this 
week  reinforced  its  daim  to  be 
a  blessing  in  the  lives  of  women.  And  it 
did  so  in  the  least  likely  field,  that  of 
infertility. 

Doctors  at  the  in  vitro  fertilisation 
(TVF)  clinic  at  the  Cromwell  hospital, 
west  London,  discovered  that  ten  of  the 
17  women  to  whom  they  had  given  a 
two-month  course  of  the  pill  before 
fertility  drug  treatment  subsequently 
became  pregnant.  The  rate  among  a 
comparable  group  who  had  not  had  the 
pill  was  two  out  of  13. 

If  these  finding*  are  substantiated, 
what  began  as  a  practical  measure  to 
manipulate  menstrual  cycles  could 
;  double  the  success  rate  of  test  tube 
fertilisation  —  now  about  20  per  cent — 
and  have  far-reaching  implications  for 
users  of  the  pOL 

Eric  Simons,  the  consultant 
gynaecologist  and*  obstetrician  in 
charge  of  the  programme  at  the 
Cromwell  hospital,  stresses,  however, 
that  these  are  early  days.  "The  dif¬ 
ference  between. the  two  groups  was 
startling  but  we  are  at  the  stage  of 
clinical  observation.  Future  studies 
might  blow  the  findings  apart,  although 
my  instincts  say  not." 

-  Mr  Simons  and  his  colleagues 
believe  the  explanation  might  be  that 
some  women  produce  too  much  of  the 
hormone  responsible  for  ovulation, 
resulting  in  the  production  of  eggs  too 
weak  to  be  fertilised,  or  embryos  that 
fell  to  establish  themselves.  “By 
suppressing  the  background  hormones, 
the  woman  seems  to  produce  higher 


sums  treated  with  and 

local  applications  coupled,  if  nec¬ 
essary,  with  antibiotics  (flagyl  and 
one  of  the  new  penicillins  rn»w>  a 
useful  combinationX  so  that  if  the 
cause  of  the  trouble  lies. in  the 
mouth,  domestic  harmony  r»n 
soon  be  restored. 

As  well  as  being  caused  by  oral 
and  dental  disease,  haKtosis  can 
stem  from  diseases  ofthe-nose  and 
throat,  the  gastrointestinal  tract 
and  the  lungs.  Although  most  nose 
and  throat  infections  are  soon 
cleared  with  antibiotics,  chronic 
changes  in  the  lining  of  the  nasal 
spaces  from  long-standing 
atrophic  rhinitis  may  give  rise  to  a 
resistant  problem. 

Chronic  lung  diseases,  par¬ 
ticularly  bronchiectasis, 
which  is  unsuitable  for  sur¬ 
gery,  often  cause  a  foul  breath 
which  needs  long-term  antibiotic 
treatment  and  physiotherapy. 

Bad  breath  caused  by  indiges¬ 
tion  is  perhaps  the  most  common 
and  difficult  to  treat.  A  change  of 
diet  to  a  less  rich  menu  anrf 
reduction  in  the  alcohol  intake 
may  help,  as  do  the  standard 
indigestion  remedies,  but  even  so, 
it  may  be  a  recurrent  problem. 

With  Japanese  research  workers 
busily  solving  the  problems  of 
sweaty  feet,  and  the  Israelis  at 
work  on  bad  breath,  it  would  be 
encouraging  to  think  that  barrack 
rooms  and  offices  will  soon  be  as 
congenial  as  their  PR  companies 
like  to  imply;  but  the  causes  of 
halitosis  are  multitudinous,  and 
careful  diagnosis  as  well  as  a 
mouthwash  will  be  needed. 


ms 


Dispensing  help;  the  stores  of  the  Margaret  Pyke  Centre;  in  London 


the  pOl  is  the  most  popalar  method  of  contraception  in  Britain 


Quality  eggs,  and  in  larger  numbers,  jeopardising  their  chances  of  mother- 


which  means  a  better  dunce  of  a 
pregnancy.” 

He  believes  that  an  immediate 
repercussion  must  be  a  reconsider¬ 
ation  of  the  traditional  advice  to 
women  coming  off  the  pill  to  wait  three 
months  before  conceiving. 

“One  of  the  reasons  this  was 
suggested  was  that  doctors  needed  to 
know  the  date  of  the  last  *reaT  period  so 


hood,  the  three  minimi  users  might  be 
increasing  them  by  protecting  them¬ 
selves  against  fibroids,  endometriosis 
and  ectopic  pregnancies.  “The  thick¬ 
ened  mucus  in  the  cervix  that  the  pill 
causes  also  reduces  the  chances  of 
infections  getting  in.  Most  pelvic 
infections  are  sexually  transmitted,” 
she  says. 

The  Margaret  Pyke  Centre,  which 
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that  they  could  calculate  the  stages  of  carries  out  research  and  development 

"  k.  M._  utu.  ... _  e. _ _ - _ „ _ - _ 


pregnancy,”  he  says.  “This  is  not  so 
necessary  with  modem  scans. 

“There  were  other,  more  specious, 
reasons;  that  your  body  needed  a  rest, 
that  it  had,  somehow,  been  under¬ 
mined  by  file  pill  —but  that  is  just  not 
sensible:  There  was  also  a  suggestion 
that,  if  you  did  fill  pregnant  in  that 
time,  the  baby  might  be 
damaged  - 

“I  can  recaff  only  one  •'  ‘  y. 

study  that .  said  such  .  -CUt  Li 
babies  were  smaller  TU?nnl 
than  average  and  I 
think  the  suggestion  has  -  ttlOUfc, 
almost  become  a  myth.  -j 
Yet  women  still  fed  pill  uQ 

SS,  ***  h  fertili 

“We  have  to  look  at  fhiv  jo 
this  again.  It  would  be  LtLio  w 
unfortunate  if  women  u. ip  WOI 
wasted  their  eggs  by  ^ 
being  told  to  wait  It  to  SC 

may  be  that,  if  you  wait  _ 

for  six  mouths  to  con¬ 
ceive  after  stopping  the  pill,  you  will 
not  fill  pregnant” 

Infertility  is  estimated  to  affect  one 
in  ten  couples  in  Britain.  When  the 


Tor  too  long 
people  have 
thought  the 
pill  damaged 
fertility  and 
this  is  a  myth 
we  would  like 
to  scotch’ 


into  family  planning  as  weD  as  seeing 
patients,  views  the  findings  at  the 
Cromwell  with  great  interest  “We  have 
to  see  what  more  scientific  research 
shows  but  we  would  not  dismiss  it  out 
of  hand  at  this  stage,”  Dr  HoHing- 
worth  says. 

Dr  Dorothy  Tacchi,  of  the  National 
Association  of  Family 

-  Planning  Doctors,  is 

r\  Invta  also  keeping  an  open 

J  lfjng  mind,  -“f  will  be  very 

hnyp  interested  to  .see  what 

(  .  the  outcome  is,"  she 

it  tflC  says.  “AH  too  often, 

j  these  things  turn  out  to 

nagea  be  not  quite  so  marvek 

I)  /»»»//  lous  as  first  thought” 

y  ClFlCl  she  believes,  however, 

t  myth  11181  on  whole  the 
,  j  y,,  advantages  of  using  the 

lu  tike  piu  ^tweigh  the  disad- 

.  j  f  vantages. 

ftCrl  The  Family  Planning 

- -  Association  also  regards 

the  Cromwell  experi¬ 
ence  with  interest  But  its  spokesman, 
Ruth  Grigg,  says;  “It  seems  to  be  a  bit 
of  a  one-off  at  the  moment  The 
numbers  of  women  involved  are  mo 


problem  lies  with  the  woman,  her  small  for  us  to  draw  any  significant 


previous  use  of  oral  contraceptives  has 
often  been  Warned.  But  such  accusa¬ 
tions  are  frequently  prompted  more  by 
moral  fervour  than  by  medical  science. 

Mr  Simons  says  the  accusations  are 
unfounded.  “The  pill  is  not  a  panacea, 
and  it  is  not  suitable  for  everyone,  but 
some  of  the  bad  things  that  have  been 
said  about  it  that  it  is  to  blame  for 
infertility,  for  example,  have  not  been 
sustained." 

Dr  Barbara  HoHmgworth,  the  senior 
clinical  medical  officer  at  the  Margaret 
Pyke  Centre  in  central  London,  which 
has  19,000  family  planning  patients, 
agrees.  “For  too  long  people  have 
thought  the  pill  damaged  fertility  and 
this  is  a  myth  we  would  like  to  scotch.” 
She  says  long-term  studies  show  that, 
for  younger  women,  oral  contra¬ 
ceptives  make  no  difference  to  the  rate 
at  which  fertility  returns.  For  women 
aged  over  33,  the  return  can  sometimes 
take  years.  “Fertility  declines  naturally, 


conclusions.”  She  warns  that  the  pin 
may  also  mask  problems.  “Women 
who  take  it  for  a  while  may  forget  that 
originally  their  cydes  were  somewhat 
erratic.  There  is  also  a  psychological 
element.  In  this  country  women  are  so 
used  to  controlling  conception  that 
they  think,  once  they  try  to  conceive,  h 
will  happen  instantly.  For  the  vast 
majority  that  does  not  occur.  Making 
love  two  or  three  times  a  week  will 
result  in  a  pregnancy  for  60  per  cent  of 
women  after  six  months  and  80  per 
cent  after  a  year.” 

Some  experts,  though  content  with 
the  pill  as  a  contraceptive,  are  sceptical 
about  claims  that  it  can  be  an  aid  to  the 
childless.  John  Studd,  a  consultant 
gynaecologist  at  King’s  College  hos¬ 
pital,  London,  dismisses  the  suggestion 
as  “ridiculous”- 

“There  is  no  evidence  at  all  that 
because  you  stop  ovulation  for  three 
months  there  is  then  some  sort  of 


anyway,  and  you  can  postpone  having  breakthrough.  We  are  talking  about  an 


a  baby  too  long,"  she  says. 

The  pill  is  still  the  most  popular 
method  of  contraception  in  Britain.  Dr 
Hollingworth  believes  that,  fir  from 


impression.  I  came  back  from  holiday 
to  find  ten  pregnancies  in  our  fVF  uniL 
You  might  as  well  say  Christmas 
pudding  had  been  a  cause.” 
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Attitude  not  to  be  sneezed  at 


ARE  aggressive  or  introverted 
people  more  likely  to  catch  a 
cold  than  good-natured,  greg¬ 
arious  types?  Ever  since  Louis 
Pasteur  pronounced  at  the  end 

of  his  life  that  the  microbe  was 
nothing,  and  the  terrain  was 
all,  scientists  have  been  trying 
to  show  that  viruses  are  more 
likely  to  invade  when  we  are 
stressed  or  depressed.  _ 

Now  it  seems  there  is  strong 
evidence  for  this  view.  Th 
latest  study,  by  Dr  Pbj1 
a  psychologist  at  the 
technic  of  Central  London, 
shows,  he  says,  a  clear  associ¬ 
ation  between  a  hostile  mood 
and  catching  a  cold- 
According  to  Dt 
findings,  people  who  are 

angry,  self-centred  and  scep¬ 
tical  are  fir  more  liWjr  to  gfi 
severe.  lingering  .  , 

positive,  cheerful  and  relied 
individuals.  Dr  Evans  says. 
“We  have  now  shows i  that  a 
hostile  attitude  is  a  keyfijtor 
in  going  down  with  a.  cold.  It 
scran  that  fluctuations  in 


Are  introverts  and  depxessives  more  likely  to  catch  a  cold? 


feelings  may  influence  our 
immune  status,  and  general 
vulnerability  to  infection.” 

Dr  Davkl  Tynell,  the  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Common  Cold  Unit, 
which  closed  its  famous  Salis¬ 
bury  rerearch  station  last  year, 
says:  “Ever  since  the  Seventies 
we  had  the  feeling  that  undue 
stress  of  all  kinds  was  a 
significant  fector  in  catching  a 
cold.  It  also  seemed  extremely 
likely  that  certain  personality 
types  were  more  likely  to 
succumb  to  colds.  But  it  was 
difficult  to  get  hard  evidence, 
and  it  is  only  recently  that  we 
have  been  able  to  believe  our 
own  results. 

“It  all  began  to  make  sense 
when  we  linked  up  with  Dr 
Sheldon  Cohen,  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pittsburg,  who  has. 
been  analysing  our  data. 
Information  gathered  from 
our  almost  20,000  volunteers 
[since  1945]  is  now  showing 


that  introverts  are  more  likely 
than  extroverts  to  get  colds, 
and  that  stress  is  an  overriding 
fector.” 

Separation,  'divorce,  or 
moving  house,  for  instance, 
are  often  followed  by  an 
infection,  although  the  Com¬ 
mon.  Cold  Unit  found  that 
even  a  “good”  circumstance, 
such  as  fifiing  in  love  or 
landing  a  new  job,  can  provide 
a  fertile  environment  for  cold 
viruses. 

THERE  is  also  evidence  to 
suggest  that  people  who  are 
confident  and  secure  in  their 
work  suffer  less  stress  and 
fewer  colds  than  people  who 
are  frustrated  and  resentful,  or 
at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder, 
"Top  people  seem  able  to  put 
off  their  colds  until  the  week¬ 
end,  or  when  they  go  on 
holiday,"  Dr  Tyrrell  says. 

“Many  years  ago,  C. 


Northcote  Parkinson,  the  au¬ 
thor  of  Parkinson's  law,  said 
that  one  of  the  most  important 
questions  when  interviewing 
people  '  for  important  posts 
should  be  to  ask  which  day  of 
the  week  they  got  their  colds. 
If  they  said  Saturday  or  Sun¬ 
day,  then  they  could  be 
considered  for  the  job.  At  the 
time,  nobody  analysed  this 
possibility,  but  it  now  seems 
to  be  true.” 

Dr  George  Lewith,  who 
runs  a  centre  for  the  study  of 
complementary  medicine  in 
Southampton,  says  that  the 
attitude  of  doctors  towards 
patients  with  colds  is  also 
significant  “A  recent  study 
showed  that  there  is  a  strong 
link  between  minor  respi¬ 
ratory  symptoms  and  how 
people  are  treated  in  the 
surgery,”  he  says.  “If  the 
consultation  is  positive  and 
sympathetic,  cold  symptoms 


dear  up  much  more  quickly 
than  if  the  doctor  is  indifferent 
or  dismissive.” 

Men,  it  has  been  suggested, 
get  fir  worse  colds,  or  fed  they 
have  fir  worse  colds,  than 
women  because  the  virus  is 
more  of  a  shock  to  their 
systems.  According  to  this 
theory,  women's  hormonal 
cycles  mean  their  bodies  are 
always  in  a  state  of  flux,  and  so 
can  accommodate  the  virus 
without  too  much  trouble.  But 
Dr  Lewith  says  there  is  no 
evidence  of  any  kind  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  gender  is  a  fector  in 
susceptibility  to  colds. 

The  old  cliche  says  that  we 
might  be  able  to  send  men  to 
the  moon,  but  we  cannot  cure 
the  common  cold.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  it  seems  we  at  least  have 
one  method  of  prevention  — 
cultivate  a  happy,  extrovert 
personality,  and  do  not  har¬ 
bour  negative  thoughts. 

Uz  Hodgkinson 
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Hurry  while  stocks  last! 


lOOO's  MORE  FANTASTIC 
SALE  BARGAINS  IN  STORE 


OPEN  8AM  TO  8PM 

Open  Monday  to  Saturday  8am  to 
8pm.  Our  Scottish  stores  are  also 
open  Sundays  9am  to  6pm. 

-FREE  DELIVERY 

Any  Item  purchased  trom  B&Q  D.I.Y 
Supercentres  can  be  delivered  free 
anywhere  In  Mainland  UK, 
Northern  Ireland,  isle  ot  Wight, 
Isle  of  Man.  Jersey  and  Guernsey. 

FOR  YOUR  NEAREST  STORE 
RING  081-200  0200 
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Hellish  paths  of  Hispanic  glory 


Michael  Wright  on  the  story  of  the  Liberator  drowning 
in  the  damp  damnation  of  Ins  destiny  in  Latin  America 


The  poor  GeneraTs case  is 
dosed1 . . .  that  was  the 
fundamental  belief  of  all 
who  saw  trrm  on  his  final 

journey,  and  perhaps  that  was  why 
no  one  left  a  written  record. 
Indeed,  in  the  opinion  of  some  of 
his  companions,  the  general  would 
have  no  place  in  history.” 

Well  they  were  wrong,  weren't 
they?  Simdn  Bolivar  is  now  widely 
regarded  as  the  greatest  genius  the 
Hispanic-American  world  has 
produced.  While  Napoleon  was 
wowing  Europe  with  his  smart 
hats  and  smarter  campaigns.  Bolt 
var  was  mugging  up  on  his 
Rousseau  and  growing  into  the 
great  general  who,  by  the  end  of 
his  short  life,  had  wrested  from 
Spanish  domination  an  empire 
five  times  more  vast  than  all  of 
Europe,  had  led  20  years  of  ware  to 
keep  it  free  and  united,  and  bad 
governed  it  with  a  firm  Hand. 
They  named  a  cognac  after  Na¬ 
poleon.  They  named  a  country 
after  Bolivar. 

Curiously,  however,  many 
Europeans  know  almost  nothing 
about  the  great  Libertador.  When 
old  magic  Mfirquez  now  brings 
him  to  the  attention  of  the  vulgus 
literatum,  h  is  not  through  a 
sunshine  portrait  of  heroism  and 
honour,  but  a  gloomy-doomy 
etching  of  disillusion  and 
Instead  of  revelling  in  the  sparks 
and  flashes  and  stars,  M&rquez 
gives  us  the  sodden,  burnt  out 
firework  which  is  all  that  is  left  of 
General  Simdn  Jose,  Antonio  de 

la  Snntfciina,  Trinidad  Bolivar  y 
Palacios,  in  the  last  year  of  his  fife, 
as  he  makes  that  final,  “endless 
journey  to  nowhere”  that  no  one 
bothered  to  record.  What  we 
witness  so  acutely  is  not  so  much  a 
tragic  tumble  from  glory  via 
hubris  to  despair,  as  a  pathetic 
crumble  from  despair  via  illness 
into  helL  Oh,  the  glories  are  there 
all  right,  glimmering  ghost-like 
through  the  clouds  of  the  general's 

MOLLY  LAMANNA  is  a  star  in 
the  m airing.  A  bush  pilot  until 
discovered  by  Hollywood  on  an 
airstrip  in  the  Mojave  Desert, 
MoDy  is  the  stuff  from  which 
movie  legends  were  created  —  by 
people  like  M.  Rappaport,  a 
Tinseltown  beauty,  rewrite-hack, 
and  wife  of  Molly’s  mentor, 
producer  Sidney  Rappaport. 

It  is  the  late  1930s,  storm  clouds 
are  gathering  in  Europe  —  see  how 
catching  this  kind  of  thing  is!  — 
and  even  Molly's  stand-in,  Vivien 
Voight,  is  working  on  her 
contribution  to  the  war  effort 
Venus  Blue  is  a  novel  in  pursuit  of 
its  subject  The  hunt  is  led  by  Dr 
Stefan  Hollander,  a  present  day 
collector  of  Hollywood  memo¬ 
rabilia,  who  lays  his  hands  on  the 
journal  Millicent  Rappaport  kept 
half  a  century  ago,  to  chronicle  her 
obsession  with  the  long  dead 
artiste.  The  movie-mad  medic  has 
seen  an  early  T  amanna  vehicle  on 
late  night  TV,  and  been  strode  to 
obsession  by  her  vacuity. 

This  is  an  ingeniously  con¬ 
structed  first  novel  by  a  distin¬ 
guished  poet  American-born,  but 
for  many  years  resident  in  France, 
Gustaf  Sabin  writes  like  a  man 
tom  between  two  cultures.  His 
languorous  prose  owes  little  to  his 
New  World  origins,  though  his 
fascination  with  the  minutiae  of 
studio  life  and  his  admiration  for 


memory.  But  the  hell  is  palpable 
in  this  tone  of  glory. 

From  the  start,  Bolivar's  body 
burns  “in  a  bonfire  of  fever, 
farting  stony,  foul-smefling  gas” 
and  his  decay  is  symbiotkalJy  — 
dare  I  say,  “  synthanatotically"  — 
reflected  in  the  landscape:  “The 
great  mangrove  brandies  seemed 
to  boil  in  the  heat  of  the  dead 
swamps  surrounding  the  city, 
whose  pestilential  stink  was  less 
bearable  than  that  of  the  bay, 
corrupted  for  over  a  century  by  the 
blood  and  offal  from  the  slaughter¬ 
house.  It  was  impossible  to  rec¬ 
oncile  glory  with  the  stench  from 
the  sewers.” 

The  general  and  all  T^tin  Amer¬ 
ica  are  seen  as  rotting  and  plagne- 

THE  GENERAL  IN  HIS 
LABYRINTH 

ByGsbridGndaMfrqnez 
Translated  by  Edith 


Cape,  £13.99 


ridden.  As  be  voyages  grimly 
down  M&quez’s  beloved  river 
Magdalena  (which  comes  com¬ 
plete  with  the  same  open-mouthed 
alligators  waiting  for  butterfly 
■macks  whom  we  met  in  Love  in 
the  Time  of  Cholera),  the  de¬ 
composing  carcasses  of  drowned 
animals  float  past  him,  while  his 
gonorrhea-gripped  Army  of  the 
Republic  is  publicly  shunned  as 
“the  emissary  of  the  plague”.  This 
physical  decay  minors,  in  turn, 
the  social  disillusion  of  the  league- 
of-nations  for  whose  unity  the. 
general  had  campaigned  so  long. 
“The  nation  was  foiling  apart  from 
one  ocean  to  the  other  the  spectre 
of  civil  war  raged  over  its  ruins.” 

On  top  of  all  the  deeply  sym¬ 
bolic  pestilence,  there  is  as  much 
rain  in  this  short  book  as  there  is 
fog  in  Bleak  House.  That’s  a  lot  of 
rain.  With  characteristic  bombast. 


Bolivar  declares  that  “It  has  been 
raining  since  3  in  the  morning  of 
the  17th  century”.  The  rain  is 
“eternal”,  the  drizzle  “millenar- 

ian”  and  the  narrative  positively 
drips  with  “seismic  downpours” 
that  uproot  houses,  while  all  the 
time  the  protagonist  is  slowly 
drowning  in  the  drain  of  his 
destiny. 

Mfirquez’s  fusion  of  the  per¬ 
sonal  and  the  public  is  predictably 
skflfhl,  and  lends  depths  and 
colours  to  his  history.  It  will 
already  be  dear,  however,  that  this 
is  a  very  different  kind  of  work 
from  its  distinguished  prede¬ 
cessors.  The  narrative  is  sand¬ 
paper  dry  (despite  all  that  infernal 
rain),  and  reveals  a  tough,  chis¬ 
elled  fluency  that  ffmarins  heartily 
of  Joseph  Conrad- 

Such  fluency  should  not  blind 
us  to  the  immense  love  and  care 
that  have  dearly  gone  into  weav¬ 
ing  this  Bayeux  Tapestry  of  a 
book.  Mdrquez  deftly  flits  from 
one  exploit  or  expectoration  to  the 
next,  using  an  unexpected  visitor 
or  an  old  dock  or  a  nostalgic  waltz 
as  a  mounting  block  into  the  high 
saddle  of  the  past  He  has  dearly 
done  some  sterling  homework,  but 
whilst  acknowledging  the  “exac¬ 
titude”  of  the  novel,  the  author 
does  not  renounce  what  he  calls 
“the  extravagant  prerogatives  of 
the  novel”,  which  indude  a  bear 
trained  to  thread  needles,  and  nine 
cages  of  parrots  and  macaws  that 
railed  against  Santander  in  three 
languages.  These  are  veiy 
Mfirquez,  but  not  - typical  of  this 
particular  noveL 

So  don’t  be  fooled,  or  dis¬ 
appointed;  what  we  have  here  is 
not  an  extravagant,  nor  a  “magi¬ 
cal”  work.  Mfirquez  has  sub¬ 
limated  Him  enormous  imaginative 
power,  and  his  restraint,  tike  his 
fluency,  is  immaculate  The  result 
is  a  very  artistic  work  of  damned 
history,  if  not  quite  a  damned 
historic  work  of  art. 


A  la  recherche  de 
la  bimbo  perdue 


John  Nicholson 

VENUS  BLUE 
ByGnstafSobin 

Bloomsbury.  £13.99 

A  WAY  THROUGH 
THE  WOODS 
By  Katharine  McMahon 

Sindair-Stevenson,  £13.95 

A  HOUSE  IN  THE 
HAMPTONS 
By  Gloria  Nagy 

Andre  Deutsch,  £14.99 


film  noir  belong  to  the  universal 
tradition  of  the  dneaste. 

The  book’s  text  switches  be¬ 
tween  Millicent’ s  wishful  thinking 
and  Stefan’s  nostalgia.  Stefan 
works  his  way  inside  Millie's  head, 
just  as  she  had  earlier  penetrated 
several  layers  of  Molly’s  amnesiac 
shield  Millie  tracks  her  prey  back 
to  an  earlier  manifestation  in 
Europe,  as  the  filling  in  an  exotic 
human  sandwich.  Molly’s  pen¬ 


chant  for  threesomes  re-emerges 
in  California,  to  delight  and  enrage 
Millie  and  later,  Stefan.  It's  all 
very  dever.  But  I  don't  think  Mr 
Sobin  will  find  it  an  easy  trick  to 
repeat  My  guess  is  he'11  go  back  to 
poetry  for  a  while. 

There’s  a  strongly  elegiac  feeling 
to  Katharine  McMahon's  *  first 
novel,  A  Way  Through  the 
Woods,  and  a  similar  fascination 
with  early  20th-century  mythol¬ 
ogy.  Here  it’s  the  English 
bourgeoisie  under  the  microscope. 
Sophia  Theobald,  engaged  to  an 
aristocratic  young  lawyer,  is  per¬ 
suaded  to  revisit  Needlewick,  the 
scene  of  a  momentous  childhood 
trip  to  stay  with  her  cousin  Helen 
Call  wood  Only  IS  years  separate 
the  two  visits,  but  five  of  them 
were  filled  by  the  Great  War. 
Much  has  changed  and  Sophia  is 
forced  to  review  many  of  her 
earlier  impressions  —  not  least  of 
herself  This  is  a  romantic  novel  — 
surely  a  contender  for  the  Betty 
Trask  award?  —  but  none  the 
worse  for  it  The  characterisation 


is  careful,  the  writing  crisp,  and 
Miss  McMahon  has  an  engaging 
way  of  indicating  period  without 
dragging  in  redundant  props. 

Such  subtlety  is  conspicuous  by 
its  absence  in  Gloria  Nagy’s 
rumbustious  new  blockbuster.  Its 
title.  A  House  in  the  Hamptons, 
gives  the  game  away.  This  is  a 
book  about  lifestyle:  the  Hamp¬ 
tons  are  a  collection  of  villages  at 
the  east  end  of  Long  Island  where 
prosperous  New  Yorkers  spend 
their  summer  vacation  in  holiday 
homes  ranging  from  beach  cabin 
to  mansion.  Once  a  bastion  of  the 
sedately  moneyed,  the  Hamptons 
have  been  yuppified  and  become, 
in  estate  agent's  terms,  the  East 
Coast’s  answer  to  Malibu. 

What  better  language  to 
describe  an  area  in  which  realtors 
jostle  with  speciality  car  salesmen 
and  doubtfol  bond  dealers  for 
places  on  the  social  committees 
and  in  the  weekly  softball  game, 
which  means  that  you've  really 
made  it  in  the  Hamptons?  Against 
this  unpromising  backdrop,  Miss 
Nagy  has  constructed  a  neat,  even 
quite  moving  story,  of  a  group  of 
friends  who  are  ripped  apart  by  a 
catalogue  of  late  20th-century 
ailments  —  social  and  medical. 
Some  formula  writing  here,  but 
warmth  and  humour,  too.  Certainly 
a  banker  for  the  holiday  suitcase, 
though  not  to  buy  in  hardback. 


Ye  Quainte  Olde 
English  murder 


CRIME  fiction  addicts  expect 
their  authors  to  produce  serious 
puzzles,  genuine  motives,  and  an 
ending  in  which  good  triumphs 
over  evfl.  Two  of  the  offerings  this 
week  will  satisfy  them.  They  may 
well  be  less  pleased  with  the 
remaining  three.  Jolly  romps  may 
be  amusing,  but  somehow  they 
detract  from  a  proper  examination 
of  dues,  red  herrings,  and  psycho¬ 
logical  insights.  The  little  grey 
cells,  the  employment  of  which,  as 
we  all  now  know  from  the 
excellent  M.  Hercule  Poirot,  is  so 
important,  will  hardly  be  used. 

Take  the  work  of  an  American 
writer  whose  success  in  the  US  has 
baffled  her  English  counterparts. 
Martha  Grimes,  a  teacher  of 
English  at  an  American  college, 
comes  over  to  England,  so  her 
publishers  toll  us,  every  year  in 
order  to  gather  material  for  her 
books.  Her  compatriots  love  her 
for  her  “authentic”  descriptions  of 
apparently  rural  pursuits,  her 
eccentric  aristocratic  sleuths,  her 
outrageous  aunts  cloned  from 


Lisanne  Radice 

THE  OLD  SILENT 
By  Martha  Grimes 

'  Headline.  £4  JO 


A  Times  reader  and  his  car 
are  soon  parted. 


a 
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With  more  classified  motoring  advertise¬ 
ments  than  any  other  quality  daily.  The  Times  is  a 
rather  large  showroom.  And  it  contains  ail  sorts 
of  cars,  from  Golfs  to  Ladas,  Porsches  to  Volvos, 
and  Escorts  to  BMWs,  every  Friday. 

So  phone  071  —481  4000  to  advertise  your 
car.  It'll  move  faster  than  you  thought  possible. 

071-481  4000 
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“Authentic”  crimes  of  Grimes 

Noel  Coward,  and  her  language, 
which  purports  to  convey  the 
bucolic  nastiness  of  the  rustic 
peasant  Out  there  in  mid-Amer¬ 
ica  they  can't  have  enough  of  it; 
here,  the  critic,  however  well 
disposed,  clenches  teeth,  and  with 
growing  disbelief  hurries  on 
through  the  turgid  and  often 
incomprehensible  prose. 

The  Old  Silent  a  title  that  must 
be  assumed  redolent  of  deepest 
rural  Yorkshire,  provides  the 
reader  with  castles  and  turrets, 
wayward  staff,  precocious  eight- 
year-olds,  a  beautiful  killer.  Aunt 
Agatha  (the  greedy  gobbler  of 
gobbet  cakes),  and  Superintendent 
Richard  Jury,  mentor  of  Melrose 
Plant  an  upper-crust  sleuth. 

Jury  witnesses  .the  killing  of 
music  critic  and  columnist  Roger 
Healey  by  his  wife  Nell,  and, 
fascinated  by  her  enchanting 
remoteness,  decides  to  delve  into 
her  past.  In  so  doing  he  uncovers  a 
trail  of  murders,  a  kidnapping,  an 
illegitimate  child,  and  other  skul¬ 
duggery  among  the  F.nglish  upper 
classes  and  their  tenantry.  The 
denouement  at  which  the  reader 
has  to  suspend  judgment  takes 
place  in  the  Hammersmith  Odeon 
at  a  rock  band  concert.  Ancient 
and  modern  England  me  thus 
brought  together. 

•  Our  second  romp.  The  Widows 
Club,  by  Dorothy  Cannell  (Ban¬ 
tam,  £3.50),  is  also  filled  with 
eccentric  characters,  in  particular 


Hyacinth  Tramwell  and  her  aster 
Primrose  of  the  Flowers  Detection 
Agency.  The  two  ladies  descend 
upon  the  delightful  village  of 
Chilton  Fells,  to  investigate  the 
strangely  high  incidence  of  sudden 
death  among  the  married  men  of 
the  area.  They  discover  a  deadly 
organisation,  a  highly  selective 
club  of  women  (with  president, 
officials,  and  charter),  whose  func¬ 
tion  is  to  aid  ladies  who  prefer 
widowhood  to  divorce  by  killing 
their  husbands.  As  Primrose 
points  out,  it  is  so  much  more 
comfortable  to  be  a  grieving 
widow  than  a  divorcee  with  a 
reduced  standard  of  living.  Read¬ 
ers  have  to  make  up  their  own  i 
minds  if  good  triumphs  wholly 
over  eviL 

•  Lawrence  Block’s  hero,  Benue 
Rhoden  ban,  in  The  Burglar  in  the 
Closet  (No  Exit  Press.  £3  JO)  finds 
himself  locked  into  a  wardrobe,  as 
he  is  about  to  steal  his  dentist's  ex- 
wife’s  fabulous  jeweUeiy.  To  his 
chagrin,  once  he  has  picked  the 
lock  and  escaped,  he  finds  that  the 
haul  which  he  had  neatly  placed 
in  a  position  of  prominence,  has 
disappeared,  and  that  the  ex-wife 
lies  murdered  in  the  bedroom. 
Hastily  fighting  off  the  suspicions 
of  the  police,  and  only  one  step 
ahead  of  imprisonment,  our  hero 
dashes  round  New  York  pursuing 
clues,  angry  orthodontists,  nubile 
dental  hygienists,  and  other  as¬ 
sorted  and,  of  course,  eccentric 
characters.  Definitely  amusing  if 
you  like  that  sort  of  thing. 

•  And  finally  to  two  books 
recognisably  in  the  more  obvious 
crime  fiction  genre.  Arthur 
Upfield's  Death  of  a  Swagman 
(Eden.  £3.50)  set  in  the  Australian 
outback;  his  hero  is  the  famous 
half-caste,  Detective  Inspector 
Napoleon  Bonaparte.  First  pub¬ 
lished  in  1943,  this  tale  of  murder 
in  an  isolated  community  is 
beautifully  crafted  with  charac¬ 
ters  meticulously  observed  and  a 
plot  that  is  a  pleasure  to  unraveL 
His  descriptions  remain  in  the 
mind  “The  trousers  were  slightly 
short  for  the -"wearer,  and  the  rear 
hem  of  each  leg  rested  with 
persistent  confidence  on  the  top  of 
the  rear  tag  of  each  elastic-sided 

bOOL” 

•  A  Prey  to  Murder,  by  Ann 
Qeeve  (Arrow,  £ 3.50)  sees  the 
return  of  her  amateur  detective, 
George  Palmer-Jones.  The  story 
deals  with  murder  and  theft,  the 
former  of  the  powerful  owner  of 
the  hotel  where  George  and  his 
wife  are  staying,  the  latter  of  the 
eggs  of  several  birds,  listed  as 
endangered  species.  The  author, 
apart  from  disentangling  clues  in  a 
most  workmanlike  and  praise¬ 
worthy  fashion,  also  provides  the 
reader  with  a  fascinating  and 
unusual  insight  into  the  world  of 
hawks,  peregrines,  and  falconry. 


RODRIGO  GARCIA 


Gttrnia  Mirqaez,  grand  old  of  magira)  realism,  with  the  birth  of  a  continent  not  magical  but  maudite 


Big  biz 

of  old 
betrayal 


Chris  Petit 

THE  SECRET  PILGRIM 
By  John  Le  Carrt 
H odder  &  Stoughton.  £14.95 

—  * 

If  memory  serves,  it  was  that 
fine  actor,  the  late  Arthur 
Lowe  (Captain  Main  waring  of 
Dad’s  Army),  who  was  first 
considered  by  the  BBC  for  the  rale 
of  George  Smiley  —  for  whom  he 
was  a  dead  ringer  —  before  being 
cast  aside  in  favour  of  the  graver 
Sir  Alec  Guinness.  It  was  feared 
that  Lowe’s  comic  demeanour 
would  sabotage  the  lugubrious  spy 
versus  spy  world  of  Le  Carre.  And 
Le  Carre  is  in  the  business  ofbeing 
in  deadly  earnest  of  elevating  a 
popular  fiction  form  from  low-  io 
middle-brow,  of  doing  for  the 
genre  wbat  Lennon  and  Mc¬ 
Cartney  did  for  Tin  Pan  Alley. 

The  Secret  Pilgrim  is  Le  Carre’s 
“Yesterday".  Only  awaiting  an 
arrangement  of  cascading  strings, 
it  further  sanctifies  the  Smiley/Si 
Alec  combo  -  97  per  cent  arch-  t 
deacon,  three  per  cent  Cheshire  9 
Cat  —  so  much  so  that  the  Smiley 
original  ends  up  quite  submerged 
by  that  earlier  acting  job  of  Sir 
Alec’s  —  Chesterton's  portly  inno¬ 
cent  Father  Brown.  The  past 
always  hangs  heavy  in  Le  Cane, 
never  more  than  now,  with  the 
cold  war  over,  Smiley  in  retire¬ 
ment  and  his  protege  and  nar¬ 
rator,  the  donkey-like  Ned,  in  the 
twilight  of  his  career.  This,  in  turn, 
prompts  the  question:  how  much 
has  the  spy  thriller,  as  practised  by 
Le  Carre,  progressed  at  all?  The 
inspiration  remains  those  musty 
old  betrayals  of  several  decades 
ago  perpetrated  by  Phil  by  et  al 
Our  writers,  Le  Carre  in  particu¬ 
lar,  have  much  to  thank  Kim  for. 
Without  him,  post-Fleming  Eng-* 
tish  spy  fiction  would  have  had  as 
much  impact  as  the  Swiss  school. 

The  Secret  Pilgrim  brings 
Smiley  out  of  retreat  to  address,  at  9 
Ned's  bidding,  an  adoring  audi¬ 
ence  of  young  spies  and  spyett  s, 
and  to  replay  his  role  of 
Housemaster  of  Life.  What  fol¬ 
lows  is  essentially  a  review  of 
Ned’s  career,  prompted  by 
Smiley's  after-dinner  homilies. 
Together  they  form  a  series  of 
loosely  woven  stories  that  provide 
a  classical  anthology  of  sorts:  a 
Chestcrtonian  episode,  in  which 
Father  Smiley  protects  the  Illu¬ 
sions  of  two  threadbare  parents  as 
to  the  criminal  nature  of  their 
dead  son;  an  excursion  into  Con¬ 
rad's  heart  of  darkness.  The  only 
addition  to  a  familiar  gallery  is  ofa 
Thatcherite  yob,  who  delivers  to 
Ned  the  sharpest  shock  of  all  — 
that  there  are  no  rules  left. 

Obfuscation  is,  of course,  the 
name  of  the  game  in  Le 
Carre,  and  the  game  itself? 
None  other  than  the  great  one  of 
life,  delivered  from  the  authorial 
pulpit  in  see-sawing  prose:  “We 
had  everything  we  needed,”  says 
Ned  of  the  golden  age,  "a  right¬ 
eous  cause,  an  evil  enemy,  an 
indulgent  ally,  a  seething  world, 
women  to  cheer  us  on,  but  only 
from  the  touch-line."  Ah,  women, 
those  perfect  cameos:  unobtain¬ 
able  ideals  of  romantic  love  and 
free  spirits,  with  exotic  names  like 
Stephanie  and  Bella,  who  stand  in 
contrast  to  the  prosaic  Mabels  and 
Monicas  serving  as  golfing  wives 
and  routine  mistresses.  Either 
way,  these  women  are  there  to  be 
practised  upon  —  the  deceiving  of 
them  a  rehearsal  for  the  greater 
dissembling  done  pro  patria.  In¬ 
deed,  interest  in  Le  Carre  steins 
mainly  from  the  nuances  of 
infidelity  and  betrayal,  and  the 
fear  of  exposure  that  lies  at  the 
heart  of  both.  Such  hollow 
romanticism  is  vulnerable  to  the 
snicker  from  the  back  row.  '$• 
Nor  does  Le  Carre  ever  quite 
shake  off  a  sneaking  admiration 
for  a  system  that  can  produce  such 
a  class  of  professional  dissemblers. 
Though  this  dreary  chchfi  of 
British  perfidy  has  long  since 
declined  into  biiD-necked  incom¬ 
petence,  it  no  doubt  has  a  few 
more  outings  from  writers  who 
know  on  which  side  their  bread 
lies  buttered.  It  also  disguises  the 
reason  for  Le  Carre’s  lasting 
success,  which  is  more  basic, 
atavistic  even,  and  is  to  be  found 
in  those  temporary  refuges  and 
safe  houses  that  dot  his  sprawling 
narratives  like  island  havens.  The 
nightmarish  alternative  to  these 
pockets  of  safety  is,  of  course,  the 
interrogation  room,  the  twist  being 
that  safe  houses  can  turn  out  to  be 
just  the  opposite,  and  the  interroga¬ 
tion  room  an  unexpected  haven. 
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No  stopping  well 

trimmed  crafts 

Agggicghibition  will  break  down  old 
_jggbberies,  writes  Joseph  Williams 


Dangle  a  broom  upside- 
down  from  the  celling 
of  an  art  gallery,  and 
someone  will  call  it  a  work  of 

arL  r^er,t^e  broom  down, 
sweep  the  floor  with  it.  and  the 

Mme  person  will  call  it  a 
functional  object,  a  common 
garden  tooL  The  tantalising 
dilemma  of  art  or  craft  comes 
very  much  down  to  earth  in  an 
exhibition  of  20  years  of 
British  era  ft  work,  which 
opened  yesterday  at  the  Crafts 
Council  Gallery  in  London. 

Distinctions  between  art 
and  craft  havr  never  looked 
more  blurred.  After  all,  tra¬ 
ditional  potters,  wood-carv¬ 
ers,  basket-weavers,  and  coo¬ 
per  behave  exactly  like 
artists:  they  all  manipulate 
things  individually  by  hand, 
share  a  creative  impulse,  and 
even  stand  back  with  their 
heads  on  one  side  to  admire 
the  finished  product 
The  shibboleth  that  what¬ 
ever  is  useful  is  ugly  is  being 
discarded  in  an  age  when 
functionalism  has  become  an 
art  form.  Unfortunately,  the 
twee  image  of  craft  persists: 
interminable  shoddy  knick- 
knacks  on  shelves  set  up  in 
converted  bams  of  a  Saturday 
morning,.  A  lot  of  craft  is 
undoubtedly  shoddy,  but  to 
craftspeople,  some  modem  art 
is  also  badly  made,  larking  ip 
proportion  and  imagination. 

“The  art  world  is  snobbish 
about  craft,"  says  Barclay 
Price,  head  of  grants  at  the 
Crafts  Council.  “Craft  does 
not  have  to  be  functional. 
Stained-glass  windows,  and 
the  techniques  of  painting  and 
sculpture  could  all  come 
under  craft  Of  coarse,  craft 
does  not  have  to  carry  great 
messages  and,  unlike  artists, 
craftspeople  today  see  them¬ 
selves  as  running  businesses.” 

Aesthetically,  some  arte¬ 
facts  at  the  exhibition  would 
not  look  out  of  place  in  a 
modem  gallery:  wood-carv¬ 
ings,  embroidered  wall-hang¬ 
ings,  unusual  cabinets,  and 
hand-made  shoes  shaped  hire 
leather-bound  books.  “When 
I’m  asked  what  I  do  for  a 
living,  I  don't  say  artist  or 
craftsman,  but  metalworker,” 
says  Robot  Marsden,  who 
creates  both  functional  silver 
cups  and  abstract  pieces  of 
metal  tubing,  reminiscent  of 
the  larger  works  of  Richard 
Deacon.  Marsden  believes  the 
distinction  between  art  and 
craft  is  academic.  “As  soon  as 
I  make  works  in  metal  over  a 
certain  size;  people  start  call¬ 
ing  it  sculpture." 

The  ancient  crafts  practised 
by  medieval  artisans  in  guilds 
are  learnt  by  few  modem 
craftspeople.  Today’s  artificer 
is  more  likely  to  be  a  factory 
worker  making  mass-pro¬ 
duced  plastic  rubbish.  The 


Crafts  Council  believes,  ne¬ 
vertheless,  that  more  tra¬ 
ditional  craft  businesses  are 
flourishing  now  than  in  the 
1960s,  with  average  turnovers 
today  at  £1 5,000  to  £20,000. 

Two  years  ago,  the  Crafts 
Council  was  nearly  swallowed 
up  by  the  Arts  Council. 
Craftspeople  believe  a  merger 
would  have  left  them  worse 
off  Unlike  artists  who  often 
require  subsidy  at  regular 
intervals  in  their  professional 
fives,  the  Crafts  Council's 
Setting  Up  grant  boosts  the 
prospects  of  craftspeople  right 

at  the  beginning  of  their 
careers,  with  a  separate 
maintenanoe  and  equipment 
grant  totalling  £7,000. 

As  a  result,  the  aptitude  of 
craftspeople  is  geared  more 
towards  business.  “Artists 
have  to  believe  that  their  work 
is  somehow  priceless  and 
great,”  argues  Lucy  Casson. 
who  creates  automata  out  of 
tin.  “A  craflsperson’s  mental¬ 
ity  is  different  Craft  is  also 
more  of  a  job,  and  the  artefact 
is  generally  more  affordable 
than  a  work  of  art.” 

Alice  Kettle  trained  asa  fine 
artist,  then  crossed  over  into 
craft  Other  craftspeople  be¬ 
come  full-time  artists  when 
they  exhibit  in  galleries  rather 
than  selling  through  retail 
outlets.  Others  feel  that  they 
are  craftspeople  once  they 
start  to  fashion  objects  from 
more  than  one  matwrijil. 

Many  modem  artists  baulk 
at  the  suggestion  that  craft  can 
be  elevated  to  the  level  of  art 
Peter  Blake,  the  British  artist, 
believes  that  craft  should  re¬ 
tain  a  function:  “A  different 
language  is  involved,  which 
has  nothing  to  do  with  quality, 
because  there's  plenty  of  good 
craft  around;  but  when  craft 
tries  to  be  decorative,  it 
doesn’t  work  as  welL” 

This  begs  the  question 
of  where  craft  ends  and 
art  begins,  but  Blake  has 
certainly  hit  upon  an.  instinc¬ 
tive  feeling  that  a  work  of  art  is 
achieving  something  a  func¬ 
tional  object  cannot 
A  Rembrandt  portrait  re¬ 
veals  deeper  truths  about  hu¬ 
man  nature  than  the  most 
exquisitely  carved  cabinet, 
true  enough;  bnt  the  17th- 
century  Venetian  walnut  chair 
is  still  a  functional  object  as 
well  as  a  work  of  art.  “The 
distinction  is  arbitrary,”  says 
Cyril  Frankel  from  Bonham’s. 

“The  point  is  that  there  is 
always  a  handful  of  people  — 
craftsmen,  painters  or  sculp¬ 
tors  —  who  win  produce  work 
of  a  quality  of  expression  that 
goes  beyond  the  ordinary.” 

•  Can’t  Slop  Me  Now,  Crafts 
Council  Gallery  (071-930  4011), 

12  Waterloo  Place.  SW1,  until 
February  24. 
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Artist  or  metalworker?  Robert  Marsden,  with  abstract  work 


The  BBC  presents  a  festival  of 
the  music  of  Hans  Werner  Henze 
at  the  Barbican,  10-15  January  1991 

Phone  071-638  8891  for  tickets 
£8,  £5,  Students  £2.50 
(Guildhall  Theatre 
£10,  Students  £6) 

Phone  071-927  4714 

for  further  information 
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Disastrous  liaison:  Claus  von  Bulow  (Jeremy  Irons)  and  his  future  wife  Sunny  (Glenn  Close)  in  Bar  bet  Schroeder’s  Reversal  of  Fortune 

Full-blooded  affairs  of  passion 


Girard  Depardieu,  of  course, 
was  born  to  play  Cyrano, 
Edmond  Rostand's  lovelorn 
soldier-poet  tom  from  the 
pages  of  1 7th-centnry  history.  He  has 
the  passion,  the  Uend  of  brute  force 
and  sensitivity;  nature  also  endowed 
him  with  a  miniature  version  of  the 
famous  proboscis.  Yet  the  thundering 
success  of  the  new  Cyrano  de  Bergerac 
(U,  Lumiere,  Renoir)  still  takes  one  by 
surprise. 

The  perils  of  the  enterprise  were 
plain.  It  could  have  been  fusty  filmed 
theatre,  particularly  since  the  script 
(by  JeanrCl&ude  Carri&re,  interviewed 
below)  clings  to  Rostand’s  Alexan¬ 
drine  couplets,  whose  flamboyance  so 
captivated  tum-of-the-centnry  theatre 
audiences.  The  film  could  also  have 
been  swamped  by  its  own  magnifi¬ 
cence:  2,000  actors  and  extras  dressed 
to  the  hilt  in  cloaks,  ruffs  and  flashing 
swords;  40  studio  sets  and  locations; 
the  siege  of  Arras,  before  your  eyes;  a 
budget  of  100  million  francs  (£10 
million,  the  highest  yet  for  a  French- 
language  film). 

Yet  Jean-Paul  Rappencau’s  Cyrano 
dances  through  the  projector  with  a 
glittering  p anarh*  and  emotional 
depth  Rostand  himyrff  would  surely 
have  envied.  Swirling  scenes  at  the 
Hotel  de  Bourgogne  almost  drown  the 
spectator  in  atmosphere,  but  once  the 
plot  concentrates  on  the  plight  oflong- 
nosed  Cyrano,  helping  a  handsome 
dullard  woo  his  lady  love,  characters 
strut  in  sharp  relief,  waving  their 
verbal  plumage.  Rostand’s  extrava¬ 
gant  verse  keeps  its  contours,  yet  trips 
off  the  tongue  almost  as  though  it  were 
contemporary  speech.  (Anthony  Bur¬ 
gess  wrote  the  excellent  subtitles.) 
Settings  are  masterfully  deployed: 
cameraman  Pierre  L’Homme  works 
special  wonders  with  the  muted 
shades  of  shadowed  interiors. 

Depardieu  balances  Cyrano's  fiery 
exterior  with  sudden,  pained  glimpses 
of  the  self-loathing  gargoyle  within; 
compared  to  this  magnetic  perfor¬ 
mance,  Jose  Ferrer’s  Cyrano,  pickled 
in  celluloid  is  1950,  is  simply  cold 
ham.  Anne  Brochet  captures  Roxane’s 
pale  charm;  among  her  suitors,  Jac¬ 
ques  Weber,  a  distinguished  stage 
actor,  preens  deliciously  as  the  power¬ 
ful  Comte  De  Guidhe.  Yet  the 
ultimate  key  to  the  film’s  success  lies 
not  with  the  thespians,  but  with 
Rappeneau— a  director  little  heard 
from  since  his  1965  debut  feature.  La 
Vie  de  chftteau.  He  chose  to  lift 
Remand’s  play  from  its  dusty  pinnacle 
and  reinvent  it  as  swashbuckling, 


Geoff  Brown  reviews  Jean-Paul  Rappeneau’s 
Cyrano  de  Bergerac ,  Reversal  of  Fortune,  Noi 
Tre ,  Ken  Loach’s  contentious  Hidden  Agenda , 
Frankenstein  Unbound  and  Child's  Play  2 


full-blooded  cinema.  From  that  de¬ 
cision,  all  blessings  flowed. 

Reversal  of  Fortune  (15,  Odeon 
Haymarket)  offers  a  remarkable 
recreation  of  the  Claus  von  Bulow 
affair,  which  set  all  America  gabbling 
in  the  early  Eighties.  Von  Bulow,  a 
Danish-born  aristocrat,  impossibly 
aloof  and  enigmatic,  was  found  guilty 
of  attempting  to  murder  his  wife 
Sunny,  impossibly  mixed-up  and 
wealthy,  with  an  insulin  injection  in 
their  Newport  mansion.  To  the  public 
he  became  the  man  you  loved  to  hate; 
yet  a  leading  human  rights  lawyer, 

Alan  Derehowitz,  ag-  _ 

reed  to  work  on 
his  appeal.  The  case 
progressed  to  a  sec¬ 
ond  trial;  this  time, 

Claus  was  acquitted. 

Barbel  Schroeder’s 
film  starts  the  ball 
rolling  with  a  dra¬ 
matic  sleight  of  hand. 

The  camera  displays 
Sunny  von  Bulow 
(played  by  Glenn 
Close),  deal  to  the 
world  in  the  coma  that 
has  trapped  her  since 
1979.  Chi  the  sound¬ 
track,  however.  Sunny’s  voice  is 
heard  —  honeyed,  mocking  —  luring 
us  headlong  into  the  web  of  secrets. 
“You  teQ  me...”  she  teases  the 
audience,  leaving  us  to  decide  on 
Claus’s  guilt  or  innocence.  This  is  no 
cut-and-dried  Perry  Mason  case. 

Scbxoeder  (one  of  Europe’s  liveliest 
producers  and  directors)  keeps  us  on 
our  toes  throughout  The  main  plot 
concerns  lawyer  Dershowitz  battling 
against  time  to  build  a  convincing 
appeal;  but  we  are  constantly  jolted  by 
subjective,  possibly  suspect,  flash¬ 
backs.  Jeremy  Irons’s  Claus  von 
Bulow  — a  masterly  interpretation, 
this  —  weaves  a  cold,  sinuous  path 
through  the  turmoil-  His  flattened 
vowels  and  languid  habit  of  draping 
arms  over  chairs  pronounce  him  the 
complete  aristocrat;  he  is  callous,  at 
times  absurdly  flippant,  yet  with  an 
eerie  charm  that  cannot  be  shaken  off 
No  other  character  comes  into  such 
fascinating  focus  —  not  Glenn  Gose’s 


‘Depardieu 
balances 
Cyrano’s  fiery 
exterior  with 
sudden,  pained 
glimpses  of  the 
gargoyle 
within’ 


ravaged  wife,  and  certainly  not  Ron 
Silver's  lawyer  Dershowitz:  you  can 
almost  see  the  label  “Jewish  liberal 
stereotype”  tied  round  his  neck.  There 
is  a  good  reason  for  die  smug 
depiction  of  this  Harvard  law  profes¬ 
sor  the  film  was  based  on  Alan 
Dersho witz’s  own  book.  Yet  Reversal 
of  Fortune  easily  survives  its  fuzzy 
spots,  and  pulls  us  into  an  enthralling 
mystery. 

Two  weeks  into  1991,  and  the  first 
Mozart  film  arrives.  Not  that  Noi 
Tre  (PG,  National  Film  Theatre)  was 
made  with  a  thought  for  the  bi- 
_  centenary:  Pupi  Av¬ 
ail's  delightful  yam 
about  Mozsrt's  ado¬ 
lescence  dates 
from  1984.  The  Ita¬ 
lian  director  —  now 
spreading  his  wings  on 
the  international 
scene  after  years  of 
local  success.—  proves 
a  gifted  story-teller, 
sweet-toothed,  per¬ 
haps,  though  the 
film’s  charm  and  sen¬ 
timent  never  cloys. 

_  Noi  Tre  ( The  Three 

of  Us)  depicts  the 
summerof 1770,  when  the  14-year-old 
boy  wonder  prepared  for  a  music 
examination  on  an  estate  outride 
Bologna.  The  screenplay  speculates 
that  Mozart,  ruddy  transplanted  from 
the  gilded  courts,  shook  off  the  coils  of 
genius  and  became  just  a  lad:  larking 
about  with  his  host’s  son,  foiling  in 
love  with  a  neighbourhood  beauty. 

Avati  grew  up  in  the  Bologna 
region,  and  paints  its  scenery  with 
affection.  Yet  this  is  no  conventional 
idyll:  youthful  high  spirits  are  shad¬ 
owed  by  decay  and  death.  The 
lovebirds  meet  over  a  countess’s 
corpse,  laid  out  in  funereal  splendour; 
the  Mozarts’  host.  Count  Paflavicini, 
is  a  doddering  decrepit,  forced  to  give 
houseroom  to  a  deranged  cousin.  Noi 
Tre  —  magical,  rueful  entertainment 
about  first  and  Last  things  —  deserves 
for  more  than  a  two-week  run  at  the 
South  Bank. 

Consider  the  subject-matter  of  Ken 
Loach’s  Hidden  Agenda  (15,  Cannon 


Haymarket,  Screen  on  the  Green).  A 
Stalker-like  policeman  investigates 
the  shooting  of  an  American  lawyer  by 
the  Royal  Ulster  Constabulary.  He 
peels  away  the  cover-up  to  reveal  a 
shoot-to-kill  policy;  then,  by  the  grace 
of  scriptwriter  Jim  Allen  (often 
teamed  with  Loach  on  the  barricades), 
be  stumbles  upon  past  covert  opera¬ 
tions  to  discredit  Edward  Heath, 
destabilise  the  Wilson  government 
and  give  democracy  the  elbow.  A 
British  Watergate  is  at  hand. 

This  should  have  been  a  film  of 
fireworks,  burning  intrigue  and  white 
knuckles.  Instead,  we  get  talking 
heads,  furrowed  brows.  Most  of  the 
furrows  belong  to  Brian  Cox  —  a  fine 
actor,  squeezed  into  a  dogged  por¬ 
trayal  of  the  conscientious  mainland 
copper  wading  through  a  moral 
quagmire.  Isolated  scenes  raise  the 
temperature,  but  too  often  the  dra¬ 
matic  content  remains  stillborn, 
smothered  in  words  and  the  monot¬ 
onous  sound  of  tubs  being  thumped. 
Judging  from  this  and  the  worthy, 
drab  Fatherland,  the  sooner  Loach 
abandons  densely  scripted  fiction  for 
the  bite  and  spontaneity  of  Looks  and 
Smiles,  the  sooner  we  can  applaud  his 
talents  again. 

In  1971,  at  the  height  of  his  cult 
reputation,  Roger  Gorman,  the  low- 
budget  maestro,  abandoned  the  direc¬ 
tor’s  chair  for  the  producer’s  front 
office.  It  is  good  to  have  him  back  in 
harness,  though  Frankenstein  Un¬ 
bound  (18,  Warner  West  End)  shrivels 
alongside  his  enterprising  tales  from 
Edgar  Allen  Poe.  A  meddling  21st- 
century  scientist  (John  Hurt)  is  hurled 
through  a  time  slip  into  19th-century 
Switzerland,  where  he  makes  the 
acquaintance  of  the  Byron-Shdley 
crowd  and  meets  his  match  in  Raoul 
Julia’s  silken  Dr  Frankenstein.  The 
material,  drawn  from  Brian  Alldis’s 
novel,  certainly  intrigues.  But  Cor- 
man  maintains  a  faltering  grip;  acting 
is  uneven,  and  the  dose,  soft-focus 
camerawork  proves  a  desperate  strain 
on  the  eyeballs. 

Child’s  Play  2  (15,  Plaza),  directed 
by  John  Lafia,  offers  no  respite, 
hammering  into  the  ground  the 
modest  novelty  of  the  original  film 
about  a  doll  possessed  by  the  spirit  of 
a  homicidal  maniac.  Silliness  sprouts 
early  .on;  unpleasant  monotony  sets  in 
as  the  petite  killer,  in  scene  upon 
scene,  puckers  his  rubber  foce,  rasps 
four-lettered  words,  and  terrorises  the 
same  little  chap  he  tormented  before. 
There  is  no  need  for  audiences  to 
suffer  too. 


Two  steps 
to  Royalty 

BRITISH  conductor  Barry 
Wordsworth  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  music  director  of  both 
the  Royal  Ballet  companies, 
assuming  immediate  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  musical  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Royal  Ballet  and 
the  Birmingham  Royal  Ballet 
Wordsworth,  who  has  worked 
frequently  with  both  the  Royal 
Opera  House  Orchestra  and 
the  Royal  Ballet  Sinfonia  in 
Birmingham,  is  currently 
conducting  Peter  Wright’s 
new  production  of  The  Nut¬ 
cracker  for  the  Birmingham 
Royal  Ballet  The  Covent 
Garden  company  has  been 
without  a  music  director  since 
Isaiah  Jackson  left  last  season, 
while  Birmingham  (formerly 
Sadler's  Wells  Royal  Baflei) 
has  had  no  music  director  for 
the  past  three  years. 

Question  of  cash 

TWO  years  ago,  Colin  Twee¬ 
dy,  director  of  the  Association 
of  Business  Sponsorship  for 
the  Arts,  called  for  a  doubling 
of  the  present  (£30  million) 
level  of  sponsorship.  The 
existing  figure,  however,  was 
based  on  a  survey  which 
included  informed  guesswork 
because  arts  bodies  and  busi¬ 
nesses  were  not  always  pre¬ 
pared  to  reveal  the  amount  of 
money  they  put  into  the  arts. 
So  ABSA  has  now  asked  the 
Policy  Studies  Institute  to 
carry  out  an  18-month  study, 
costing  £40,000-£70,000  —  as 
soon,  that  is,  as  it  can  raise  the 
necessary  sponsorship. 

Actress  in  action 

THE  actress  who  provided  the 
voice  for  Cinderella  in  the 
Walt  Disney  cartoon  version 
of  the  story,  43  years  ago,  has 


Financial  breach?  CInd 


filed  action  against  the  com¬ 
pany  on  the  grounds  that  the 
marketing  of  video-cassettes  is 
in  breach  of  her  contract.  She 
claims  that  though  a  video  was 
not  even  thought  of  at  that 
time,  the  agreement  excludes 
the  right  to  make  “phono¬ 
graph  recordings  and/  or 
transcriptions".  In  1948,  Dene 
Woods  Shaunessy  was  paid 
52*500  for  her  services.  Since 
1 988, 7.5  million  copies  of  the 
Cinderella  video  have  been 
sold. 

Last  chance  .  .  . 

THE  Spanish  painter  Barto- 
lome  Esteban  Murillo  (1617- 
1 682)  remained  universally 
venerated  and  avidly  collected 
until  the  middle  of  the  19th 
century  when  his  star  faded  as 
that  of  Velazquez  rose.  The 
Walker  Art  Gallery  in  Liver¬ 
pool  (051-207  0001)  owns  one 
of  his  grandest  altarpieces, 
“The  Virgin  and  Child  in 
Glory”,  and  the  idea  of  bring¬ 
ing  the  painting  together  with 
other  Murillos  from  British 
collections,  as  well  as  British 
paintings  by  artists  as  various 
as  Reynolds  and  Wilkie,  ev¬ 
idences  his  loQg-lasting  in¬ 
fluence.  Murillo  in  Focus 
doses  on  Sunday. 


Vintage  connection  with  a  fine  nose 


Luis  BufineTs  opening 
question  at  their  first 
meeting,  30  years  ago,  to 
the  young  screenwriter  Jean- 
Cfaude  Can-fere  was:  “Do  you 
drink  wine?".  “A  negative 
response  would  have  defi¬ 
nitely  disqualified  me,”  says 
Carrfere.  “But  I  raid:  ‘Not 
only  do  I  drink  wine,  but  I 
produce  it  I'm  from  a  family 
of  wine  growers.’ " 

The  relationship  between 
Buftuel  and  Carrfere  was  to 
last  almost  20  years  and 
produce  six  of  the  director’s 
finest  films,  including  Belle  de 
Jour,  The  Discreet  Charm  of 
the  Bourgeoisie,  The  Phantom 
of  Liberty  and  That  Obscure 
Object  of  Desire,  while  the 
notes  Carriftre  gathered  over 
the  years  provided  the  im¬ 
petus  for  BunueTs  auto¬ 
biography,  My  Last  Breath. 
“God,  death,  women,  wine 


Jean-Claude  Carriere,  adapter  of  Cyrano 
de  Bergerac ,  talks  to  Andrew  Lucre 
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and  dreams”  were'  the  im¬ 
portant  things  in  life  for 
BufioeL,  and  they  became  the 
essential  ingredients  for  Car¬ 
rfere  in  his  work  with  other 
directors:  Danton  (Andrzej 
Wajda)  Taking  Off,  Valmom 
(MUos  Forman),  Viva  Maria, 
Milou.  en  Mai  (Louis  Malle), 
The  Tin  Drum.  Swann  in  Love 
(Volker  Schlondorfi),  The  Un¬ 
bearable  Lightness  of  Being 
(Philip  Kaufman),  Max,  Mon 
Amour  (Nagisa  Oshima). 

laughter  is,  however,  the 
most  important  element  for 
Carrifire.  “I  would  be  totally 
unable  to  write  a  film  or  a  play 
without  giving  the  audience 
tiie  right  to  laugh  and  at  the 
same  time  laugh  with  them.” 
It  was  Jacques  Tati  who  gave 
Carriers  his  first  break  in 
cinema,  when  he  hired  him  to 
write  book  versions  of  the  two 
comedies,  Les  Vacartces  de  M 
Hulot  and  Mon  Oncle.  “One 
of  Tati’s  main  theories  was 
that  we  must  think  that  the 
whole  world  has  been  made 
for  us  to  make  a  film  out  of 
Every  man,  woman,  child  and 
dog  you  meet  in  the  street  is 
the  bringer  of  a  potential  gag. 
If  I  were  working  with  Tati 
now  on  a  script,  all  the 
comings  and  goings  of  Sad¬ 
dam  and  Bush  in  the  Gulf 
would  be  totally  like  Buster 
Keaton  or  the  Marx  Brothers. 
We  would  find  something 
nobody  else  would-” 


Carriere’s  latest  work  to 
reach  Britain  is  Cyrano  de 
Bergerac  (reviewed  above).  It 
has  played  to  packed  houses  in 
Paris  and  has  won  Gerard 
Depardieu  the  Best  Actor 
award  at  Cannes  last  year. 
“I'm  not  a  Cyrano  buff” 
Carri&re  points  out  “I  saw  it 
once  and  thought  that  the  play 
was  too  ornate  and  precious, 
with  more  things  that  were 
embarrassing  and  cumber¬ 
some  rather  than  useful  and 
beautiful.  Working  closely  on 
the  story  with  the  director, 
Jean-Paul  Rappeueau,  we 
tried  to  wash  the  play  without 
relinquishing  the  Alexandrine 
verse.  And  then  I  found  out 
that  it  has  a  beautiful  deep 
heart  which  is  probably  what 
touches  people  aD  over  the 
world. 

“‘Maybe  Cyrano  is  the 
story  of  a  woman,’  I  said  to  a 
friend  one  day.  People  con¬ 
sider  that  it  is  die  portrait  of  a 
man  with  other  characters 
used  just  as  props.  But  if  you 
tell  the  story  from  Roxane’s 
point  of  view  it  becomes 
something  totally  different: 
the  story  of  a  woman  who  has 
found  the  perfect  man.  The 
man  we  all  should  be.  There  is 
only  one  thing  wrong;  that  he 
is  two  men.  Cyrano  is  totally 
contradictory  and  totally  in¬ 
conceivable:  a  simple  patriotic 
soldier  who  is  also  a  surrealist 
poet  And  he  is  an  absolute 


loser.  Not  only  can  be  not  get 
Roxane  but  he  is  wounded, 
the  beautiful  scenes  from  his 
last  play  are  stolen  by  Moli&re, 
and  then  he  dies.  So  nothing  is 
left  but  his  panache.  He  dies  a 
virgin,  most  probably;  so  does 
Roxane.  It  is  very  strange  that 
the  most  popular  French  film 
at  the  moment  is  a  period 
film,  in  verse,  and  in  whidi 
the  two  main  characters  die 
virgins.  In  the  times  we  are 
living  in,  it  is  quite  interesting 
as  a  paradox." 

With  shooting  just  com¬ 
pleted  by  Hector  Babenco  on 
At  Play  in  the  Fields  of  the 
Lord,  the  film  Carrifcre 
adapted  from  Peter  Matlhie- 
ssen’s  novel  about  the  plight 
of  the  Amazonian  Indians, 
Carri&re  is  now  learning  Per¬ 
sian  and  is  translating  the  epic 
poem.  The  Ruml  He  is  also 

chairman  of  the  French  film 

school,  Femis,  and  works 
closely  with  Peter  Brook.  The 
television  film  of  their  recent 
epic,  The  Mahabharata,  has 
won  an  Emmy  in  New  York: 
his  translation .  of  Shake¬ 
speare's  The  Tempest  plays  to 
packed  houses  at  the  Bouffes 
du  Nord  and  he  is  creating  a 
piece  with  the  same  company, 
based  on  the  writings  of  Oliver 
Sachs. 

“I  have  always  believed  that 
idling  stories  is  part  of  any 
social  life.  When  the  story¬ 
teller  cannot  teU,  for  whatever 
reason,  something  essential  is 
lost  in  society.  Sachs  says  that 
each  of  us  needs  to  have  an 
identity,  and  to  have  his  own 
story.  If  not,  he  is  totally  lost" 


Tomorrow:  John  Russell  Taylor  reviews  the 
Saatchi  Collection,  and  David  Sinclair 
assesses  the  latest  rock  albums 


The  David  Watt 
Memorial  Prize 

An  annual  prize  of  £2000  Is  awarded  each 
year  as  a  tribute  to  a  man  widely  regarded  as  one 
of  the  UK's  outstanding  writers,  thinkers  and 
political  commentators. 

It  was  Introduced  in  1988,  following  the 
tragic  and  untimely  death  of  David  Watt,  to 
commemorate  his  life  and  work. 

To  be  eligible  for  the  prize,  writers  must  be 
actively  engaged  In  writing  on  international  and 
political  matters  for  newspapers  and  journals, 
and  In  the  English  language.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  judging  panel  their  writing  must  have 
made  an  outstanding  contribution  towards  the 
clarification  of  international  and  political  issues 
and  the  promotion  of  greater  understanding  of 
such  issues. 


The  Memorial  Prize  Is  organised,  funded  and  admin¬ 
istered  by  RTZ  to  whom  entries  should  be  sent 

Full  details  and  entry  forms  are  available  from  The 
Administrator.  The  David  Witt  Memorial  Prize;  R72  limited, 
6  St  James's  Square,  London  SWf7  4LD.  Closing  date  for 
entries  and  nominations  ts  18th  March  1991. 
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Jolly  jinks  round  Genesis 
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Children  of  Eden 
Prince  Edward 


YEARS  ago,  Stephen  Schwartz’s 
Godspell  struck  the  cognoscenti  as 
impish  and  cute,  transfbnning  (as 
it  did)  Jesus  into  a  hip  down  and 
the  crucifixion  into  a  rest  period 
between  songs.  But  it  is  still  much 
revived,  especially  by  teachers 
wanting  an  upbeat  end-of-term 
show.  The  same  late  probably 
awaits  Schwartz  and  John  CainTs 
Old  Testament  counterpart,  which 
is  energetic  and  good-humoured, 
but  also  sentimental  and  dOy.  The 
second  hal£  which  involves  die 
Flood,  might  almost  be  called 
GodspilL 

John  Napier  sets  the  show 
under  a  huge  dome,  full  of  ladders 
and  walkways,  and  topped  by 
what  might  be  fragments  of  gilded 
angels,  bits  of  cupids,  and  other 
shattered  mmiiitings  Amid  this 
blend  of  cathedral,  derelict  theatre 
and  building  ate,  surrounded  by 
figures  in  grey-blue  dungarees, 
stands  Ken  Page’s  God,  a  genial 
cove  in  a  hand-me-down  version 
of  Joseph’s  technicolour  dream- 
coat  Conveniently  cutting  the  six 
days  of  creation  to  about  six 
seconds,  he  spirits  up  Shezwae 
Powell’s  fei^y  Eve  and  Martin 
Smith's  Adam,  a  pristine  David 
Attenborough,  who  bustles  about 
earnestly  observing  the  humanoid 
anteaters,  zebras  and  monkeys 
wandering  the  stage. 

Here  Schwartz  and  Child's 
revisionism  begins.  There  is  no 


truck  with  nudity.  Our  ancestors 
remain  in  ragged  body-stockings 
even  after  they  have  raided  the 
palm  with  seaweed-like  leaves  that 
God  calls  the  Tree  of  Knowledge. 
Moreover,  Eve  takes  a  bite  be¬ 
cause  of  a  character  trait  import¬ 
ant  to  the  authors  -  an  eagerness 
to  explore  and  discover;  Adam 
joins  her,  not  because  he  is  weak 
but  because  he  is  too  devoted  a 
husband  to  lose  her  when  die 
asserts  her  independence. 

Still  softer  stuff  follows.  Adam 
creates  the  first  nuclear  family, 
though  in  a  papier  maefae  cave, 
not  a  1930s  semi  But  now  it  is 
Adrian  Beaumont’s  Cain  who 
develops  curiosity  and  wander¬ 
lust,  only  to  run  into  trouble  with 
dad.  Father  punches  son,  where¬ 
upon  son  raises  a  stone  and 
erroneously  bifis  brother  Abel, 
whom  be  adores  Thus  does  the 
first  murder  dwindle  into  the  first 
accidental  death:  which  makes  it 
hard  to  understand  why  poor  Cain 
spends  the  zest  of  the  show  being 
rubbished  as  the  trioncer  of  evfl. 

By  now  the  pattern  is  dear. 
Indeed,  it  re-emerges  with  Kevin 
Colson's  Noah,  a  grim  parody  of 
King  Lear  who  gives  his  estates  to 
the  compliant  H«m  and  Shem  and 
sends  the  independent  Japheth 
packing.  Starting  with  God, 
fathers  curb  headstrong  children 
for  their  own  good,  only  to  be 
resisted  by  offspring  who  uncon¬ 
sciously  crave  the  good  of  the 
species.  “They  start  leaving  you 
the  day  they  were  bom,’’  solemnly 
sings  Colson,  now  reconciled  with 
his  unruly  lad.  “The  hardest  part 
of  love  is  letting  go.” 

A  banal  condarion,  to  be  frank. 


dohald  cooper 


Rapid  creator:  Kea  Page  as  God  the  Father  in  Children  of  Eden 


and  expressed  with  the  heavy- 
handedness  that  often  afffidts 
Schwartz  the  lyricist  “Oh  my 
child  whom  I  love  so  well,  what 
will  you  do  to  me?”  characteristic¬ 
ally  booms  God.  “Oh,  could  you 
not  resist  the  spell  of  one  seductive 
tree?”  Schwartz  the  composer, 
however,  is  a  more  inventive 
fellow:  thin  when  he  assays  a  solo 
but  capable  of  sweep  and  power 
when  he  comes  to  a  chorus,  and 
resourceful  enough  to  switch  from 
hymn  to  hot  gospel  to  Mardi-Gras 


revelry  for  the  flood’s  victims. 

That  number  is  staged  with  brio 
by  Caird;  but  then  so  is  almost 
everything  else,  from  the  entry  of 
lattioe-woik  giraffes  to  the  nib¬ 
bling  by  giant  fish  of  the  drowned. 
He  might  have  resisted  Adam's 
lovable  mutt  cocking  a  leg  on  the 
Tree  of  Knowledge,  though. 
Indeed,  he  might  have  resisted  the 
dog  altogether.  But  the  habits  of 
Godspell  are  not  easily  lost 

Benedict  Nightingale 
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The  Fever 
Theatre  Upstairs, 
Royal  Court 

IF  NOTHING  more,  this  100- 
minute  piece  (drama?  dream?  de¬ 
nunciation?)  by  the  actor/play¬ 
wright  Wallace  Shawn  would  still 
be  an  amazing  feat  of  memory.  At 
the  start  of  the  evening  he  ambles 
on,  rather  shyly,  pausing  at  a 
convenient  light  switch  to  say, 
“Well,  I*tn  going  to  begin.  So  Hi 
turn  these  lights  off.”  Off  go  our 
tights  and  three  spots  focus  on  the 
metal  chair  that  is  the  only  object 
on  the  stage. 

Shawn  sits  down  there,  for  a 
time  seemingly  blinded  by  the 


fierce  spotlights  glaring  down  on 
his  bald  and  shining  pate.  The 
hooded  eyes  are  nearly  dosed  but 
perhaps  not  against  the  light,  nor 
even  to  concentrate  his  mind  upon 
the  lengthy  speech  ahead  of  him. 
After  just  a  few  moments  we  know 
that  what  he  is  doing  is  recalling 
tire  first  scene  of  a  fearful 
experience,  a  nightmare  vision, 
etched  on  his  inward  eye;  one 
which  he  must  disclose,  elaborate 
and  account  for  until  he  can  bring 
the  memory  to  some  temporary 
dose. 

He  plunges  into  the  story  as  the 
ordeal  approaches  a  climax, 
revisiting  “some  country  where 
my  langiiagp  isn’t  spoken”,  where 
a  revolution  is  being  crushed, 
where  children  are  raped  in  front 
of  their  parents,  where  captured 
rebels  are  tortured  to  death.  He  is 


in  his  hotel  room,  feverishly 
deranged  as  earlier  memories  of 
estrangement  coalesce,  tike  the 
premonitions  in  La  Nausie,  into  a 
passionate  revulsion  for  the 
methods  the  haves  employ  to  keep 
the  have-nots  out  of  sight  or,  if  this 
cannot  be  done,  firmly  under  foot 
The  nightmare  in  the  hotel 
bathroom  is  then  placed  into  the 
context  of  his  own  privileged  life, 
in  New  York  Gty,  where  among 
tike  friends  he  discusses  the 
nuances  of  a  favourite  film  and 
buys  fine  presents  for  his  children. 
The  issue  is  the  awkward  question 
posed  by  Simone  Weil:  “How  can 
you  laugh  when  children  are 
suffering  in  China?”  How  can  we 
celebrate  the  violin  and  all  the 
other  pleasures  of  art,  alert 
conversation,  landscape  and  food, 
when  in  another  country,  or 


perhaps  in  the  building  around  the 
corner,  guards  are  crushing  a 
young  man’s  testicles? 

Shawn  tells  his  story  with 
gentle,  infinitely  courteous  inflec¬ 
tions  sometimes  gesturing  with  a 
hand,  on  two  occasions  gripping 
the  seat  beneath  him  as  he  reaches 
a  crisis  of  self-discovery.  He  lances 
the  self-assurance  of  people  of 
good  will,  and  if  somewhere  in  the 
third  quarter  a  tone  of  savage 
irony  is  sustained  too  long,  my 
unease  may  well  be  that  of 
someone  living  his  own  privileged 
life  in  London.  Shawn's  tough, 
bleak  monologue  brings  the 
unpalatable  truths  of  privilege 
powerfully  home  to  base,  unspar¬ 
ingly  recognising  how  quickly  the 
twinges  of  guilt  will  pass. 

Jeremy  Kingston 
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LPO/Botstein 

Barbican 


RICHARD  Wilson  is  not  yet  a 
name  that  draws:  the  Barbican 
reported  a  12-per-cent  house  for 
the  British  premiere  of  the 
American  composer’s  First  Sym¬ 
phony,  and  not  even  the  promise 
of  Brahms’  Symphony  No  1  at  the 
end  of  the  evening  could  lure  an 
audience  of  much  more  than  200. 

Those  who  braved  the  unknown 
heard  25  minutes  of  unpretentious 
and  unportentous  music,  despite 
the  titles  of  its  movements: 
Preparation,  Action,  Contem¬ 
plation  and  Reaction.  Those  were, 
approximately,  the  functions  of 
the  parts  as  they  related  to  the 
whole. 

Poised  all  the  time  between  a 
more  abstract,  chromatic  harmon¬ 
ic  language,  and  a  rhythmic 
directness  which  simplifies  its 
speech,  the  symphony  will  not 
commit  itself  to  either  tonality  or 
a  tonality,  but  teases  the  listener 
throughout  with  its  indecision. 
Texturally,  the  result  is  enticing.  A 
flurry  of  an  ascending  scale,  fine 
skeins  of  string-writing  pitted  in 
scattered  repartee  against  the 
brass,  trills  and  tremolandos 


which  dissolve  into  thin  air,  and 
whirling  moto  perpetuos  pow¬ 
dered  with  percussion  keep  the  ear 
alert  Thematically  and  struc¬ 
turally  the  piece  is  less  satisfying. 
A  more  daring  performance  would 
perhaps  throw  more  into  per¬ 
spective,  but  on  this  first  hearing 
the  content  seemed  over  light¬ 
weight  for  the  form. 

Not  a  note,  though,  was  wasted, 
and  neither  was  a  minute  of  our 
time.  Wilson  is  craftsman  enough 
to  know  when  to  speak  and  when 
to  keep  silent,  which  is  more  than 
can  be  said  for  Joseph  Joachim. 
Brahms  thought  highly  of  his 
Hungarian  contemporary  and  was 
known  to  turn  to  him  for  advice. 
On  the  evidence  of  his  deservedly 
seldom  played  Violin  Concerto 
No  3,  it  is  difficult  to  see  why. 
Elmar  Oliveira  is  to  be  con¬ 
gratulated  on  his  technical  prow¬ 
ess  and  on  the  commitment 
which  saw  him  through  45, 
minutes  of  verbose  Hungarians, 
assymetrical  cadences,  rhythmic 
snaps,  stirring  melancholy  and  alL 
The  finale  certainly  put  the 
London  Philharmonic  and  Leon 
Botstein  through  their  paces:  a  few 
hours  in  the  recording  studio, 
which  was  the  excuse  for  this 
concert,  should  familiarise  them 
with  its  finer  points. 

Hilary  FInch 


Robert  Plant 
Town  and  Country 


PARKED  indiscreetly  adjacent  to 
the  Town  and  Country  Club  foyer 
was  a  blue  van  marked  “Para¬ 
medic”.  What  with  the  record- 
breaking  number  of  decibels  made 
available  to  listeners  at  Led 
Zeppelin  shows  in  the  1970s,  one 
had  legitimate  cause  to  fear  that 
Robert  Plant's  presence  in  Kent¬ 
ish  Town  had  called  into  existence 
the  first-ever  St  John  Ambulance 
mobile  eardrum  unit. 

One  need  not  have  worried.  In 
fact  the  senses'  only  reminder  of  a 
bygone  decade  was  not  aural  but 
olfactory,  intheguiseofaduldi  of 
joss-sticks  mock-reverentiaHy  in¬ 
serted  at  the  base  of  the  stage  by  a 
roadie.  To  those  packed  in  at  the 
front  the  fragrance  would  have 
been  appreciated,  not  least  on 
account  of  their  own  exertions. 

For  his  part,  Plant  showed  up 
dressed  for  exercise,  wearing  a 
black  singlet  which  gave  display 
space  to  some  well-honed  biceps. 
The  feet  that  he  never  used  to  be 
that  shape,  along  with  the  brand- 
name  spring  water  he  drank, 
suggested  that  be  has  cleaned  up 
his  act  in  the  gym,  as  most  rockers 


of  a  certain  age  are  inclined  to  do. 

The  muscles  do  not  necessarily 
suit  him,  sitting  uneasily  on  a 
frame  which,  however  pumped-up 
the  music,  likes  to  keep  time  with 
feminine  grace.  To  compound  the 
ambiguity,  at  one  stage  he  even 
seemed  to  be  wobbling  his 
pectorals  at  us.  The  voice  remains 
the  same  though  —  the  melodic, 
melodramatic  squeal  which  the 
three-piece  Led  Zeppelin  used  to 
use  as  a  fourth  piece. 

But  for  the  presence  of 
keyboards.  Plant’s  five-album  solo 
career  has  leaned  on  the  sparse 
instrumentation  developed  by 
Zep.  With  the  assistance  of  his 
four  foesh-feoed  sidekicks,  Plant 
dipped  into  the  back  catalogue 
and  came  out  with  some  driven 
bluesy  rock  in  the  form  of  “The 
Immigrant  Song”,  “Living  Loving 
Maid",  “Nobody’s  Fool  but 
Mine”  and  “Ramble  On”,  but  the 
greater  emphasis  was  on  the 
material  this  unit  has  collectively 
recorded  on  the  albums  Now  and 
Zen  and  Manic  Nirvana. 

There  was  no  “Big  Log”,  but 
“Big  Love”  made  a  big  noise.  The 
bigger  noise,  though,  came  from 
devotees  at  the  end  of  two  encores. 
As  far  as  one  could  tell,  the  mobile 
eardrum  unit  was  surplus  to 
requirements. 

Jasper  Rees 


NEW  RELEASES 

Am  AMSDCA  ns*  MN  B&XX1  and 
Retort  Downey  Jr-as  raawock  plots  mired  in 
on  atMoot  of  tto Vietnam  rear.  Loud, 
cmn.  and  donwnSng:  cSractor.  Roger 
Spottswooda. 

Otoon  West  End  (071-S30 525a/7BlS). 

♦  AftACtWOPHOBUKCPQtDeociy 
■Mas  rampage  faougha  cosy  CaJBbmion 
mmurtty-Enjoyablatfiriiif  Wad 
hunarandawpanM  tricks  toned  tan 
Hicticock-JcflDBriMa..tatoCtoodniara 
dractor,  Frank  MbbToB. 

Onmns  Bator  Street  (071-335 9772) 
Cbotato  (071 -352 5096)  Notting  hSSCorotot 
(071-727  6705)  Otoom:  Kwnrtngon  (WI¬ 
SE  66*4/5)  WCMWSOJ«(07VB30Bt1t) 
Swtsa  Cottaga  (071-722 5806). 

tOELTA  FORCE  2  [18):  Chuck  Nook 
andatondMoturnktodBanuyaCotoatoian 
drug  cartel.  Stick.  rotodhna  action  tantaay; 
tanactor.  Aaron  Nrarta. 

Gramma:  Oxford  Stoat  (07*636 031Q) 
Pnnton  Street  (D71-330  0631).  . 

THE  OAHOSt  {15*  TTw  Paaaton 
accenting  to  Darak  Jramm  —  a  powerful 
ntnglr  tapmtfrj  nf  amnrt  arirt  imapai 
woven  round  thorns  ot  tooth,  rofigOn  and 


x. 


Qeoff  Brown's  ass®fsm®^i£ated 
^London  and  (where  £**7 
with  the  symbol  ♦)  °"™,ea 

across  the  country  . 

COME  SffiTHE  PARADSE  (IgS 


THE  NASTY  CHflMPG)  Prtwoeafive, 
tunny  aamuft  on  GBmany'a  Nad  post,  wffli 
Lena  State  os  the  girt  meowing  tor 
homo  town's  shady  history.  Wrtar-cfcectax.  . 

Mchaai  Vtrtnsvan 

Cannon  Chalsaa  <071-352  5090)  Mano 
(071-437  0757)  Sown  on  Ito  Hfll  (07T43B 


SECRET  WEDDING:  Part  poBOCd 

parable,  part  ofttoai  romance  batman  a  toad 

prisoner  and  Ms  tamer  town  an 

engroadng  9m  from  Anjwtintan  dnactor 

AfefRVtoAgmsti. 

tCA  Ctoiu  (D71-930  3W7) 

CURRENT 

ALMOST  AN  ANGB-(PG):  CTOCOdto 
CkndMStar  Rad  Hogan  as  a  professional  tftfaf 
who  betiavas  ha  hea  reunad  tram  the 
toad  to  do  good  deeds.  Fed*  excursion  into 
supernatural  whtrmy. 

Cannons;  Baker  Street  (P7V335  9773 
FuBiam  Road  (071-370  2836)  Oxford  Street 
(071-636C310)  Ptaza  (071-4S7  9999) 

Whftatoys  (07V 732  3303/3334 J. 

*  AN  ANQB.  AT  MY  TABLE  05*  Jane 
CamAaVs  excalant  fta  about  the  Now 
Zealand  writer  Janet  Frame:  origtoaBy  a  TV 
mini-series,  but  tfiAiQfy  dnemaiic  ati  the  way. 
Renoir  (071-63784C2). 

4  BLUE  STEH-PS)  Tough,  Nood- 
spetterad  poke  ttrter  with  a  taramta  slant 
from  ttiractor  Ksttuyn  Bigelow. 

Odeons:  Kensington  (P71-602  6844/5) 
Mezzanine  (071-8306111). 


gaSringdbwn.  WrthOBrrttaOuaW 

oSmH6ynwW«flf;,-®3B7BS7^ 

THE  COMFORT  OF 

Ruaart  Brawn  and  Natasha  Ffcl  a  w1 
...w-htig  around  Venice.  taUngptay to 
SS^^ChrtalophsrWaB.* 
psychological  drww- 
Curzon  Mayfair  (071-4893737). 

♦  FANTASIA  (IIE  Ptene/a  faa*»»  , 
vteuatiaation  ot  popdra  concert  derate* 

hrtwean  the  chamting.  me 
dew*,  and  the  disastrously  cute- 

Csmfan  Prtywy  (07  vWTOgCjwwi 

Shaftnsbray  A«ra« ^  1 

on  the  teaan  JD71 -226  3620)  WMefays 
(071-782 3303/3324). 

♦  HJITUNERS  P9:  KWw  Suttwtato. 

JtAa  Roberts  and  Korin  Bacon  as  metScal 
Btixtorta  probing  the  boundaries  brtwaeft 
death  and  Its.  ptreedpr.  Joel  SidTumegtor 
Cannon  ToCanftam  Court  Ftoad(0ff-63fl 
6148)  Odeonc  Mezzanine  (071-6308111) 
Whtttfays  (071-792  3303/332*). 

♦  QHOSTClZEJenyZuckar’e 

supwnatud  thtUsr.  Bizsrrs,  mcoherant  but 
atoortjing  whBe  R  lasts. _ 

Cannon  Fulham  Road  (071-370  2636) 

En**e  (071-487  9999)  Whltotay*  (071-792 
3303/3324}. 

«  QOOOFELLAS  P8):  Martin  Soonese's 
gangster  epic  Mowing  a  New  Yorit  hoodkm's 
rise  and  QU-WWi  Robert  DeNao. 

Cannon  Rjttwn  Road  (071-970  2696) 

Curzon  Wrist  End  (071-430  4805)  Screen  on 
BaKarStraet  (07 1-635  2772)  WhHMeya 

(071-792333^3324) 

»  HBfftY  AND  JUNE  (18):  Anafa  Mn’s 
passionate  atoir  «*»  Henry  MSsr  In  bohamlsn 
Paris  reewtad  w«h  a  pandtoe  fl*  by 
dractor  Phdp  Karaman 
Cannon  FUham  Road  (071-370  2836) 

Empire  (P71-497  9999)  Nofang  M  Coronet 
5771-727  6705)  WWttleya  [071-792 
330^3324) 

♦  HOME  ALONE  (PGfcPtocfcy  kid  left 
alone  at  Christmaa  wants  oil  bunbflng 
burghra.  Broad.  msUano  tooted  American 
tartly  hm  from  writer-producer  John  Hughes. 
Camden  Parkway  (071-287  7034) 

Carmona:  Chelsea  (071-352  5096)  Haynwfcat 
(071 -639 1527)  Oxford  Street  (071-638 

0310)  (Means  Kensington  (071-802  6644/5) 


_  i-n-mnn  (071-722  5905)  MezzwUne 

z.  THE  HOT  SPOT  H8J:  Rp*ng 
ne* &v  Oanrw 

end  preppies  mT 
Witty  ddogue. 

008  „.ina  aCW'S.etaBantflfaKl’oa 

(D'1-352  5096)  Lumfara  (071 

8360691) 

MW*... 

v^£fi**£***1  cftld  *“■ Jonmm 

•urrtJ!^r^£  some  of  the  fun. 

Srs'SW 

^  Ham**.  **•» »« 

Road  (071-370  2636) 
C«^£jjrtiO7l-930  0631 J  TotterViam 

e-raNAGE  MUTANT  NINJA  TURTLES 
cnamileas  f«tv«Menflm  -Over, 
tor  the  rww  poo  c»Jture 

SS£,(SSS;S#f.?3S£^.- 

792  3303/3324) 

three  SBSTERS  $12):  Chekhov  updated 
toanitoBin urtverslly  town  in  the  1WP». 

_ _ -a  m  (Farm 


^EK  scaccrt,  Vslena  GoSno).  yet  me 

rnm  stays  in  low  gea 

Pramtare  (071-439  4470) 

TWE  OF  THE  GYPSIES  (1 5):  No^r 
account  ot  Yugoalov  gypsy  youngsters 
conscripted  into  an  army  ot  thieves 
Dazzftng  aet-pieces.  to!  toe 
narrative  saps  the  NnVe  energy.  Dracfor. 

Enw  Kusturtca.  __  _ 

Chelsea  Cinema  <071-351  374C1 

A  WORLD  WITHOUT  PITY  (15):  Lrfe  and 
loves  ot  a  Parisian  layabout  a  promfcmg  deoui 
by  young  French  (Sraclor  Enc  Rochant 
with  cSsEBtring  performances  (Hipootyta 
Gtodot  Mke«e  Pemer). 

Metro  (071-437  0757)  Benok  (071337  8402). 


□  BOOKEND5:  Disappointingly  onpty 

tale  of  two  Btansy  btokaa:  Mtohaal  Hordam  and 
Dnsdria  Landen  try  to  find  some  comum. 
Apdto.Shsheabuiy  Avenue.  W1  (071-437 
2663)  Underj^ouxt  PVxacSIy.  MarvFrt. 

Sat.  BSOpm.  mat  Set  5pm.  Running  tSraec 
2hra.  Last  week. 

□  THE  COUNTRY  WIFE:  Heairy-handod, 
okMashioned  productran,  though  FenaBa 
FWcIng  has  her  atySah  momenta 
Mermekt,  PudtSe  Dock.  EC4  (071-410 
0000)  Underoround:  BtackMara.  Mon*i, 
7.46pm,  Sat,  Bpm.  mats  Thure,  3pm,  Sat. 

4pm.  Runrtng  thus:  3hra. 

■  FIVE  BUYS  NAMED  MOE:  Marvelous 
[azzy  nrvue  packed  wBh  L«a»  Jordan  ramtois. 
An  awing  at  joy. 

Lyric.  Stadtutoury  Avenue,  W1  (071-437 
3686).  Undaground:  PneadZy.  Mon-Fri,  8pm, 
Sat.  6poi  and  146pm.  Rurxvng  time:  1  hr 
45ntina. 

□  GASUQHT:  Annie  Cnttadne'8 
wyertSyatmosphsnc  production  rfPatnc* 
Handton's  thrSer.  Bartonnaneea  aaafent. 
the  plot  gripping. 

Qraenwtch,  Crooro'a  m  SE1 0  (001-858 
7756).  British  Rat  Greenwich.  VanSat 
7.45pm.  mats  WodFri,  330pm.  SaL 
230pm.  Runmng  time  2n  45mins.  Ends 
Febnaayl 

□  GASPING:  John  Gordon  Stator  and 
ira  Cater  in  Ben  Btnn  s  greenish  comedy. 
Rather  over  the  top  but  Iota  at  toughs. 

Theatre  Royal.  Kay  matto.  SW1  (C71-S30 
8800)  UndeSgmund  PteoetSBy.  Stonlhufs. 
8pm.  fti  Sat.  130pm.  mat  Set,  5pm 
Running  time;  &bb  SOntins.  Ends  FeCrumy  ll 

□  GORBfANDTHE  DRAGON:  MudcSed 
and  updated  veraioo  ot  Yevgeny  Schwartz's 
1943  MBae  on  Stakes  tyranny. 

Batttaraaa  Am  Centre.  OkJ  Town  HrfL 
Lavendar  H0LSW11  (071-2232223)  Bcffish 
RA  ClR3ham  Junction.  WsoSuv  8pm. 

Ends  Sunday. 

□  GREEN  FINGERS:  Newcastle  s  gay 
undenvsrid  ravealed  in  Uchad  WSsw's 
sbsmblriB  courtroom  drama.  Acted  aritti 
stijtiety  sndpep 

King's  Head.  1 15  Upper  Street.  N1  (071- 
2261916)  Underground  Kgftbuty  5  bfingtofi 
Tues-Sat.  8pm.  mat  SaL  Sun.  330pm. 

Running  time:  2hre.  Ends  Febnsny  3. 

□  INTO  THE  WOODS:  Sondheim's  wttty 
mnotlairytities;  grimmer  than  Gnown  in  the 
tW  hafl.  turns  stOThy  thereafter 
PhoBrtx.  Charing  Cnas  Rosd.  WC2  PI71- 
2409661)  Undet^ound:  Tottenham  Court 


Jeremy  Kingston's  assessment  of 
current  theatre  Jn  London 
■  House  fun,  returns  only 
B  Some  seats  available 

□  Seats  at  an  prices 

Rood.  Mon-Set,  730pm.  mala  Thura,  Sat 
230pm.  naming  time:  2hra  50mina. 

□  MAN  OF  THE  MOMENT:  Ayckbourn  in 
top  farm:  good  meals  evfl  on  the  Costa  dal 
Crime.  WHh  Ngd  Planar  and  Gareth  Hunt 
Globe.  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  Wi  (071-437 
3867)  Underground:  PVxadBy  Oreua.  Mon-Fri. 
7.4Spm.  Sat  R30pmmat»  Wed.  3pm,  Sat 
6pm.  Rumtog  time:  2hrs  SOrnkis.  Last  weak. 

□  OUT  OF  ORDBfc  Donald  Snden  pufla, 
Mkhael  WBama  panics,  ki  West 

Ray  Cooney  faroac  over-ptotted.  under- 
devetapsd. 

ShattaMwy,  Shefteabury  Avenue,  WC2 
(071-379  SS9).  Undsigraund:  Hofixro.  WtorvFri, 
8pm,  Sat.  astern,  mats  Wed,  230pm,  Sat, 
SSDpm.  Riming  time:  2hra  IBmbn. 

□  PIANO:  Awkward  but  highly  wsktobte 
extension  by  Timor  GriflMhe  of  Chefchovtan 


National  (Cotteatoe)  South  Bank,  SE1 
(071-S2B  2252)  Undarground/BR:  Waterloo. 
Tonight,  730pra.  mat  today.  2J90pm. 
Rmring  tana:  2fva  lOmina. 

□  PRIVATE  LIVES:  Keith  Banter,  Joan 
CoBns  and  San  Crewe  in  Oowaitf  a  oomedy. 
Aldwych.  AWnych,  WC2 (071-838 6404) 
Undorgrowxfc  Covant  Garden.  Mon-Fri.  Bpm. 
Sat  BSCpm.  mats  Wsd.  ^am.  Set  6pm. 
Running  time:  2hra  ISimw.  Emte  Jenuwy26 

□  RACING  DEMON;  Devid  Here's 
■ward  winning  slate  at  Bia  Bhumditena. 
NmkxTaJ  (OBvter)  South  Bar*.  S£1  (071- 
B28  2252)  Underground/BR:  Waterioo. 
Totflght.  7.15pm.  mat  today,  ^xn-Rimnfeig 
tone:  2hrs50rmis- 

□  THE  RStEARSAL:  Ian  McOtomiira 
atyGah  production  (ooatunas  by  Jasper 
Conran)  at  ArmA's  seduction  play. 

Garrick.  Charing  Cross  Road,  WC2  (071- 
379  8107).  Undargritond:  Leicester  Squoa 
Man-SaL  7.46pm,  mala  Toes.  3pm.  Sat. 

4pm.  Running  UK  2hra  30mhs 

B  RICHARD  Ul:  Sr  tan  McKaler's 
chMng  dfctatorln  Richard  Eyre's  1930»atyta 
production,  tot*  in  the  repertoire  batwaan 
legs  of  itaworid  tour. 


National  (Lyttetton).  South  Bank.  SE1 
(071-8282252).  Underground /Bfl  Walntoo. 
Tonight,  Sal.  7pm 

□  THE  ROCKY  HORROR  SHOW: 

Raucous  and  wild,  bold  and  team,  sometimes 
deafening  rock  musteaL 

Piccadilly,  Denman  Street.  Wl  (071  -887 
1118)  Undergrojnd.  PsxatMy  Circus  Morv 
Thure.  9pm.  Fri.  Sal.  7pm  and  9.  iSpm. 

RureVng  time:  lhr  30mns 

□  SCENES  FROM  A  MARRIAGE:  Alan 
Howard  and  Penny  Downs  in  Bergman's 
passionate  m3,  yes.  even  funny  two- 
hander. 

Wyndtam'a.  Charing  Cross  Road.  WC2 
(071-867  1MQ.  Underground:  Laiceeter 
Square.  Mon-Sat,  8pm.  mete  Thure.  3pm, 

SU,  4pm.  ftjmtofl  time:  2hrs20nns  Ends 
January  19. 

■  THREE  SISTERS:  Three  Redgraves  in 
admirable  if  over -busy  production  Vanessa 
and  Lynn  outetentfaig  as  the  older  gsta. 
Quean'S,  Shaftesbury  Avenue.  Wl  (071- 
734 1168).  underground:  Rccatffy  Circus. 
Mon-Sal,  730pm,  mats  Wed.  Sal.  230pm. 

□  TIME  AND  THE  CONWAYS:  Joan 
nowright  and  lots  ot  other  Oteriers  m  Pries  Bey's 
diAsh  play,  set  in  1919  (twice)  and  1938. 

OH  Vto.  waterioo  Reed.  SE1  (071-928 
7618)  Under  ground.  Waterioo.  Mon-Fri. 

73(^m,  3H.  7.46pm,  mate  Wed.  230pm. 

-  Sal,  4pm.  Burning  time:  2w3&rtns.  Ends 
February  IB. 

LONG  RUNNERS:  □  Absurd  Person 
Singular:  Whitotwlt  (071-887  111 S) 

. . .  ■  Aspects  of  lav*  Prince  afWsiec 
(071-8395972). .  .B  Blood Brotinra: Mbery 
(071-867 1115)...  B  Buddy.  Victoria  Pataca 

-  (071-8341317). ..  ■  Cats  Naur  London  (07f- 
40B  0072) . . .  □  Mdton  LauMar: 

VaudevUs  (071-836  9887) .  .B  Me  and  My 
GktAdaipH  (071-838  7811)  .■  Les 

KtoArareeauPatece  (071-434  0809) 

‘  .  ■  Mn  Safgoc  Theatre  Royal,  Druy 

Lane (071-836 8106) . .  .□  The 
Mousetrap:  St  Martin's  (071-836 1443) 

.. .  ■  The  Phantom  at  the  Opera:  Her 
Majesty's (071-839 2244)  .  ..B  Rawntothe 
Forbidden  Ranet  Carbiidgs  (071-37B  5299) 
...  □  Rwi  For  Voir  WBa:  Duchsss 
(071-8368243)  . . .  □  ShMeyVaJantine:  Duke 
of  York’s  (071-636  5122)  ..  UASfceof 
SatuRfay  Moht:  Arts  (071-838 213Q 

...B  SartgSrt Eranwo: ApoBo Victona 
(071-8288665)  ...  □  The  woman  at  Bfadc 
Fortune  (071 336  2238). 

TTckat  Mormadon  on  mamtor  theatres 
suppiad  by  Society  of  Want  End  Thaatro 


THE  HOMECOMINQ:  Opening  night  of 
Rater  HM  and  Jofn  Buy's  production  ot 
PWert  play,  presented  by  The  Peter  Hal 
Company,  and  utaning  Waoan  Mtehel,  Chafe 
Lunghi.  Mchofaa  Woednon,  Greg  Hcks. 
Dougtaa  McFbrran  and  John  Normtegton. 
Comedy  Theatre,  Parian  Street.  London 
SW1  (071-887 1045)  7pm. 

PELLEAS  AND  MBJSANDE:  Meric  Scfef 
conducts  the  totpertjiiwm  ot  Pouitnty's 
production  tor  Engtish  National  Opera:  a 
mudvpraind  production  bom  a  tine 
ccnductor-orchestra  teem,  starring 
Catfayn  Pope,  Themes  Randta,  Wfltard  VWhlte. 
AmaMaria  Owens.  Jofai  Camel  and 
Yvette  Bonner. 

Cofl88ure.St  Matte’s  Low.  London  WC2 
(071-638  3161).  730pm 

BBC  HENZE  FESTIVAL:  This  year's  BBC 
retrospective  festival  dadfcatad  to  a  Kving 


composer,  goes  to antrEstabiahriwnt 
flgure  Hans  Wemsr  Henze.  It  begins  tonight 
with  tiia  British  premiere  of  Its  most  recent 
opera.  77»BB&ftCKfcTaiwtaadvoratan. 
produoad.  dtogned  and  conducted  by  tin 
composer.  Pertormed  by  (he  Theatre  School  ot 
the  Gudhafl  School  of  Music  and  Drama. 
GSMD.  Barttican  Ountra.  S»  Street, 

London  EC2  (071-638  8891)  0pm. 

HALLE  ORCHESTRA:  Amsterdamtom 
conductor  Koea  BaWs  makes  hfadsbutwttii 
the  HaW  tonight  in  a  concert  teaturteg 
John  Oasltai'a  tone  poem.  Ofan  oner  Fame 
(Casken  recently  won  the  Rrat  Britten 
Award  tor  Composition  1890)  The  concert 
continues  »rth  Berflozh  Symphoria 
fantostfQue  and  LiszTe  Plano  Concerto  In  A 
major,  played  by  FefarFrenM. 


Free  Trade  Hafl,  Manchestar  (061-236 
8474)  730pm. 

KB4  CAMPBELL  Succesahti  comic  actor 
and  writer.  Campbrt  la  a  wefl  respected  figure 
hi  the  work!  of  comedy.  Here  he  presents 
Na  new  oneman  show.  Fwtow  Nu&tt  an 
tecretiBtia  autoUempHcal  account  of 
events  dratog  hie  chequered  career. 
RtverskteSMSto.  Crisp  Ftoad.WB  (071- 
748  3354),  8pn.  unti  January  26. 

JACK  AND  THE  BEANSTALK:  Last 

chance  to  aae  this  Jofly  ahow  Erected  by 

Amwfcan  Teddy  Nienct,  who  puts  in  e 

toreetage  and  catwalk  that  bring  tee  cam  right 
Into  the  oufianca.  Jack  Is  played  by  Jufith 
Jacobs  from  EastEndarsand  Gtton  Wright  Is  a 
very  tumy  Prtecass  FeneBa,  with  a 
corpptjtoton  to  eat  frogs  and  e  «Vce  teat 
smmds  as  though  aha  gargles  with 


Atomy  Empire.  Douglas  Way.  SB  (OBl- 
891 3333)  730pm. 


Answers  from  page  20 
TITUBATION 

(c)  Stnmbling,  hairing,  Emm  the  Latin  titaban  to 
walk  unsteadily:  “That  is  my  titobatioa.”  “What 
on  earth  is  that?”  “A  hairing  or  gtamMiiig  Ea  my 
progress  toward  what  I  shoold  be.” 

SPELTER 

(b)  Ziac,  especially  impure  zinc,  c t  LG  spiaher. 
“An  elderly  tinker  sat  admiring  a  bit  of  spelter.  It 
was  gold,  he  said.” 

TCHOUKBALL 

(a)  A  team  game  in  which  a  ball  is  thrown  at  a . 
iugMf-sprsmg  net,  and  one’s  opponents  must  try 
to  prevent  it  from  landing  on  the  rebound  within 
the  playing  area.  It  was  invented  in  the  early 
Seventies  by  a  Swiss  biologist,  Hermann  Brant. 
The  tdumk  of  the  name  is  an  attempt  to  render 
verbally  the  mdse  the  ball  makes  when  it  hits  the 
net. 

soc 

(c)  The  right  of  holding  a  local  comt,  from  the 
Old  Enghsh’soCB  inquiry,  jurisdiction:  “It  may  be 
questioned  if  this  applied  to  any  landowner  wbn 
had  soc  of  his  own.” 


By  Raymond  Keene, 
Chess  Correspondent 
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(LOO  Ceefax 

p'?9  no«IJ»!l»!ni?S  N®ws  with  Nicholas  Witched  and  L^urte  Maver 

155  SRa^EST-1 

£2  re9»nal  news  and  weather 

!^ 

q"m  pjSjif  ^i?c  Rosemary  Moon  gh/es  some  more  cookery  tips 

inm  £?rl!£«&  ^Pr8SS  ^  *ewS  00  0^-8140814 

IniZ  fSSL'WH?  news  and  weather 

“  —  - 

I^5’  re9*onal  news  end  wetter 

11.05  Wtroy-^bett  Kflra^ak; entire  a  studio  discussion  ratway  safety 

■2.00  ta,^N™issrv's  sra*™»»  «*«* 

12-20  s.asr”1 — p««*  «■ 

2‘25  2°®  P'0***  ^  Pl«P  Haylon.  Weather 

1 30  Neighbours.  (Ceefax) 

1 .50  Going  for  Gold.  Hemy  Kefry  hosts  the  European  quiz,  in  which  the 
remaining  contestants  compete  for  a  place  in  the  final 

2J5  ^nr  Born  to  Be  Bad  (1850.  b/w).  Joan  Fontaine  may  look  Bee  an 
angei  but  she  is  ruthless  and  ambitious.  On  the  receiving  end  are 
the  men  in  her  life.  Robert  Ryan,  Zachary  Scott  and  Mel  Ferrer.  The 
melodramatic  material  is  processed  with  some  style  bv  ait 
director  Nicholas  Ray 

3-50  Children's  BBC:  Oooby's  Duck  Truck.  The  star  puppet  visits  Las 
Vegas  3.55  Gordon  the  Gopher.  With  Phflfo  Schofield  4.05 
Jmibo  and  the  Jet  Set  Cartoon  (r)  4.10  Charlie  and  the 
Chocolate  Factory.  Sylvester  McCoy  reads  the  penultimate 
instalment  of  Roald  Dahl's  children's  classic  4.25  Fantastic  Max. 
Cartoon  (i)  4L35  BiBy  Webb’s  Amazing  Stories.  The  second  of 
Stevai  Allridge's  six-part  children's  drama  5JM  Newsround  5.05 
Blue  Peter.  Children’s  magazine  programme.  (Ceefax) 

5.35  Neighbours  (r).  (Ceefax).  Northern  Ireland:  Sportswide:  5.40 
Inside  Ulster 

6.00  Six  O'clock  News  with  Anna  Ford  and  Andrew  Harvey.  Weather 

6.30  Regional  News  Magazines.  Northern  Ireland:  Neighbours 

T.00  Top  of  the  Pops  presented  by  Jakkl  Brambles.  (Samittaieous 
broadcast  with  Radio  1) 

7.30  EastEnders.  (Ceefax) 

8.00  Tomorrow's  World.  Includes  a  report  on  Europe's  largest  inland 
waterway.  Lake  Balaton  in  Hungary,  which  te  threated  by  position. 
Pius  a  preview  of  the  annual  computer  animation  festival  in  Monte 
Carlo 


Ready  to  blow  the  opening  whistle:  Chris  Barrie  {8 .30pm) 


8.30  The  Brlttas  Empire.  Chris  Barrie  stars  as  Gordon  Brittas.  whose 
plans  for  the  leisure  centre's  royal  opening  day  go  awry  when  the 
buffet  lunch  is  devoured  by  the  badminton  lean,  the  swimming 
pool  springs  a  leek  and  the  electronic  doors  malfunction.  (Ceefax). 
Northern  Ireland:  Hidden  Ground 

9.00  Nine  O'Qock  News  with  Mfchael  Buerk.  Regional  news  and 
weather 

9.30  Crisis  in  Africa.  An  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Disasters  Emergency 
Committee  for  money  to  counter  the  effects  of  the  African  famine 

9.35  The  Shiralee.  A  two-part  mini  series,  adapted  from  D'Arcy  Mtand's 
Australian  novel.  Bryan  Brown  reprises  Peter  Finch's  1957  role  as 
Mac,  a  swag  man  looking  for  work  in  the  outback.  He  is 
accompanied  by  his  six-year-old  daughter,  Bister  (Rebecca 
Smart),  perceived  by  him  to  be  a  "shaelea",  slang  for  burden. 
(Concludes  tomorrow) 

11.10  Question  Time.  Peter  Sissons  chans  a  6ve  debate  from  the 
Barbican  Centre  in  London.  The  guests  ere  the  foreign  secretary, 
Douglas  Hurd;  the  shadow  foreign  secretary,  Gerald  Kaufman; 
Marjorie  Thompson,  chi*  of  CND  and  co-chair  of  the  Committee  to 
Stop  War  in  the  Guff;  and  Lord  Jenkins  of  Hiflhead,  leader  .of  the 
Liberal  Democrats  in  the  House  of  Lords 
12. 1 0am  Weather.  Northern  Ireland:  (to  1255)  Indoor  Bowls 


8.00  News  8.15  Me  and 

8.55  The  Travel  Show  UK  Mini  Guides:  DoigeBau  (r) 

9.00  Daytime  on  Two:  Primary  technology  (r)  9  JO  Matbsrafl  9.45 
French  tor  beginners  10.00  For  four  and  five-year-olds  10.15 
Computer  consultant  and  primary  school  teacher  10.35  Who  - 
Me?  11.00  Egypt  The  Gift  of  the  Nta  11  JO  Bridge  Butting. 
Northern  i refend:  Ceefax  11.40  Date  from  measurements  12.05 
Art  Work  12.25  Life  In  Moscow  1250  Different  languages  1 20 
Charlie  ChaOt  1.40  A  musical  fantasy  journey 
2jQ0  News  and  weather,  foiewed  by  You  and  Me  (r) 

2.15  Antiques  Roadshow.  From  Darlington  (f).  (Ceefax).  Northern 
Ireland;  (to  350)  Indoor  Bowls 

3.00  News  and  weedier,  followed  by  Darts,  hfighflgftts  of  two  quarter¬ 
final  matches  in  the  Embassy  World  Professional  Darts 
Ctempionship350  News,  regional  news  and  weather 
4.00  Catchword.  Word  quiz  hosted  by  Paul  Cola 
450  Behind  the  Headfties.  Jeffrey  Archer  and  Paul  Boateng  discuss 
Britain's  plans  tor  a  new  generation  of  nuclear  weapons 
5.00  One  in  Four.  The  disability  magazine.  With  subtitles  and  sign 
language  5  JO  Clean  State.  The  flve  education  magazine 
6.00  FBrrc  Carry  On  Doctor  (1968).  Frankie  Howard's  faith  heater  joins 
the  regulars  for  an  overdose  of  coarse  and  bawdy  humour.  Watch 
out  for  an  uncredlted  Penelope  Keith,  who  appears  as  a  nurse. 
Directed  by  Gerekl  Thomas.  (Coofax) 

755  First  Sight  Housey  Housey  —  (he  Sequel.  When  Vivian  White 
reported  on  the  property  market  in  1967,  prices  were  soaring  aid 
so  was  demand.  Now,,  with  the  market  in  the  doldrums,  he 
assesses  the  winners  and  the  losers  and  looks  at  the  prospects  for 
the  coming  year.  Wales:  First  Sight  Northern  Ireland:  Birds  of  a 
Feather.  East  Caked  to  Account  Midlands:  The  Midlands  Report 
Leeds,  Newcastle  and  Manchester.  CVose-Up  North.  Southam¬ 
pton:  Southern  Eye.  Plymouth:  Western  Approach.  Bristol:  Current 
Account 

8.05  Bleak  House.  Diana  Rigg  and  Denholm  Effiott  star  In  the  second 
part  of  Arthur  Hopcraft’s  fine  dramatisation  of  Charles  Dickens's 
classic  novel.  (Ceefax) 

9.00  The  Mary  Whitehouse  Experience.  The  cult  radio  comedy 


An  abundance  of  animal  magic:  Trevor  Smith  (left)  (9.30pm) 

9.30  40  Mnutes:  Clever  Trevor 

•  CHOICE:  Trevor  Smith  rms  a  company  which  provides  animals 
for  filming,  ff  the  Birminghain  Evening  Mag  wants  a  parrot  to  feature 
in  a  television  commercnl,  Trevor  is  there  is  to  supply  and  brirt  it  If 
the  requirement  to  a  man  to  wrestle  with  an  a&gator,  Trevor  is  the 
man  He  can  set  up  anything,  from  an  elephant  to  a  housefly.  His 
domestic  fife  is  an  extension  of  his  business.  As  he  makes  the 
morning  tea,  his  pet  snake  sflthers  down  the  stairs  and  gets  a 
welcoming  kiss.  He  met  his  wife  because  she  kept  turtles  and 
married  her  after  she  had  proved  that  she  could  catch  snakes. 
Ofivia  Lichtenstein's  film  establishes  the  rest  of  Trevor's  entourage 
as  no  less  eccentric,  although  animal  lovers  might  bride  at  the 
word  and  resent  the  impBcation  that  there  is  something  dotty 
about  sharing  a  semi  with  owls,  monkeys,  bats  and  lizards. 
(Ceefax) 

1050  Small  Objects  of  Desire:  The  Tampon 

•  CHOICE:  The  fish  finger,  the  passport  and  false  teeth  are  among 
the  everyday  items  featured  in  a  new  series  of  minkiocumentaries, 
but  we  start  with  something  completely  different.  Tampons  have 
been  a  sensitive  subject  When  they  first  appeared  in  Britain  in  the 
Forties,  the  General  Medical  Council  insisted  that  they  carry  the 
warning  "unsuitable  for  unmarried  women".  The  first  television 
commercials  in  1972  provoked  a  deluge  of  complaints  and  ads 
were  banned  tor  ten  years.  Now  Ben  Elton  can  work  menstruation 
into  a  stand-up  routine  and  no  one  worries.  Using  an  ingenious  but 
sometimes  bewfldering  blend  of  archive  footage,  dramatisation 
and  animation,  the  film  offers  a  potted  history  which  starts  with 
Hippocrates  and  proceeds  to  Earle  Haas,  the  Colorado  GP  who 
crested  the  tampon  in  its  modem  form.  The  actress  Patricia  Kane 
plays  aH  the  characters,  most  of  them  men.  (Ceefax) 

10.30  Newsnigftt  11.15  Darts,  hfighfi^ite  of  the  two  remaining  quarter¬ 
finals  in  thf  World  Professional  Darts  Championship 

1ZI5 am  Cricket:  Australia  v  England  for  the  World  Series  Cup  in 
Mdboume 

1.05  Weather  1.10  Behind  the  Headlines.  See  430.  Ends  at  1.45 


6.00  TV-am 

9.25  Runway.  Travel  qidz  show  955  Thames  News  and  weather 
1 0.00  The  Tune  . . .  The  Place . . .  Mike  Scott  hosts  another  edition  of 
the  traveling  cfecussion  show 

10.40  This  Morning.  Famly  doctor  Chris  Steele  and  beauty  expert  Liz 
Earie  join  hosts  Richard  Madfltey  and  Judy  Fmnigan.  And  Anna 
Soubry  comments  cn  the  soaps.  Includes  at  10-55 ITN  Headlines, 
and  at  11 55  Thames  News  and  weather 

12.05  The  Riddtere:  to  the  Soup.  Marjorie  (Victoria  WiKams)  feels  under 
the  weather,  so  Mossop  and  Mr  Grimiey  make  her  some  soup 
1225  Home  and  Away  12.55  Thames  News  and  weather 
150  News  with  John  Suchet  Weather 

1 20  Simply  lha  Best —a  Celebration  of  British  Food:  Fish  with  David 
Wflson.  KH  Chapman  begins  the  new  series  with  a  tale  of  slavery 
and  intrigue  when  he  searches  for  the  origins  of  the  Arbroath 
Smokie.  David  Wflson  gets  satisfaction  making  soup  with  the  Mick 
Jagger  of  the  North  Sea 
150  A  Country  Practice.  Australian  soap 

220  Srookar:  The  Mercantile  Credit  Classic.  Tony  Franos  introduces 
the  remaining  quarter-finals  action  from  the  International  Centre  In 
Boirnemouth  3.1 5  News  headlines  320 Thames  News  headlines 
3  P5  The  Young  Doctors 

355  Children's  fTV:  Owl  TV.  Mcftada  Strachan  introduces  the 
children's  wikffife  programme,  which  includes  reports  from 
Australia  on  the  koala,  news  from  Gfcraftar  about  the  endangered 
Barbary  apes  aid  an  insight  into  the  fife  of  a  water-spider  4.15 
Dangermouse.  Dangermouse  saves  Canada  from  a  yeti  4.40 
Spate  Karen's  Mother.  Children’s  comedy-drama 

5.10  Blockbusters.  Bob  Hotness  hosts  the  general  knowledge  quiz 

5.40  News  at  5.40  with  Carol  Barnes.  Weather 

555  Thames  Help,  Jackie  SprecHay  looks  at  the  feck  of  motivation  to 
get  fit 

650  Home  and  Away.  Soap  set  down  under  hi  sunny  Summer  Bay  (i) 
650  Thames  News  and  weather 
7.00  Emmerdate.  Rural  soap.  (Oracle} 

750  Jimmy’s.  An  insight  into  the  reaHtfe  stories  of  both  staff  and 
patients  at  St  James's  Hospital  in  Leeds 
8.00  The  BB:  Crown  v  Cooper.  The  consistently  excellent  police 
(frame  finds  PCs  Loxton  (Tom  Butcher)  and  Garfield  (Huw 
Higginson)  appearing  in  court,  accused  of  conspiring  to  pervert 
the  course  of  justice.  (Oracle) 

850  This  Weak:  War — the  Final  Option.  An  examination  of  the  mBtary 
tactics  and  strategy  which  wffl  be  employed  if  war  in  the  Guff 
becomes  a  realty.  (Oracle) 

9.00  Mhider.  It’s  a  Sony  Lorry  Morris.  Teny  (perns  Waterman)  picks 
up  some  dodgy  stock  for  Arthur  (George  Cole)  and  leaves  hts 
fingerprints  on  a  stolen  lorry.  Yet  another  Aftxfer  repeat  but  who's 

complaining?  (Oracle) 


Fingered:  George  Cole  (left)  and  Demis  Waterman  (950pm) 

10.00  News  at  Ten  with  Master  Burnet  and  Fiona  Armstrong.  Weather 
1050  Thames  News  and  weather 

10.40  The  City  Programme.  The  five  financial  programme  for  big  and 
small  investors  and  those  with  interests  in  the  pubic  and  private 
sector.  Presented  by  Steve  Clarke  and  Danietie  Donougher,  with 
comment  from  Douglas  Moffitt 

11.10  Snooker  Mercantite  Credit  Classic.  Tony  Francis  introduces  the 
last  quarter-final  from  the  International  Centre  in  Bournemouth 
1250am  The  Winds  of  War.  An  overblown  adaptation  of  Herman 
Wouk's  overblown  novel.  Whfle  at  sea  with  Roosevelt  and  Churehil 
during  their  historic  meeting,  Pug  (Robert  Mitchum)  is  promised  a 
battleship  command.  But  first  he  has  to  travel  to  Moscow  (/) 

2.30  Fine  HardbaB  —  Till  Death  Do  Us  Part  (1989).  Pilot  lor  a  new 
American  "buddy"  cop  (frame.  Two  maverick  policemen,  Kaz 
(Richard  Tyson)  and  CharSe  (John  Ashton),  are  assigned  to  protect 
a  witness  from  her  gangster  husband.  Routine  material,  directed 
by  the  British  actor  Dartd  Hammings 
450  The  Invisible  Man  (b/w)  450  America's  Top  Ten  (i) 

5.00  ITN  Morning  News  with  Gifiy  Carter.  Ends  at  850 


6.00  The  Art  of  Landscape.  Natural  images  set  to  music 
620  Business  Daily  650  The  Channel  Four  Daily 
925  Schools 

12.00  Broken  Sflence:  Waste  Not,  Want  Not  How  parasites  and 
carrion  eaters  contribute  to  the  maintenance  oF  a  natural  balance 
in  the  animal  world  (r) 

1250  Business  Dally.  Financial  and  business  news  service  1.00 

Sesame  Street 

2.00  That's  Entertaining:  Incense  and  ice  Cream.  Richard  Crawley 
shows  the  Bishop  of  Wakefield  how  to  arrange  a  dinner  party  with 
the  minimum  of  fuss  (r).  (Teletext) 

250  The  Thatcher  Audit  A  CBmets  of  Enterprise?  The  first  of  three 
programmes  about  the  economic  legacy  of  Margaret  Thatcher. 
John  Render  of. the  Financial  Tines  examines  key  Conservative 
policies  such  as  privatisation,  trade  union  legislation  and  home 
ownership  (r) 

350  Land  of  Hope:  Loss  of  Innocanoe.  The  first  of  a  ten-part 
Australian  drama  which  chronicles  four  generations  of  an  Anglo- 
Irish  working -class  family  in  Australia  from  the  late  1800s.  With 
Patrick  Dickson  end  Beniamin  Franklin  (r) 

450  Countdown.  Richard  Whiteiey  hosts  the  words  and  numbers  quiz 
5.00  The  Oprah  Winfrey  Show:  New  Kids  on  the  Block.  The  superstar 
pop  group  gives  a  live  performance  550  Mr  Magoo.  Cartoon 
6.00  Kate  &  Allle:  Max’s  Girlfriend  (r) 

650  Desmonds:  Old  de  Front  Page.  Norman  Beaton  and  Carmen 
Monroe  lead  the  noisy  barber  shop  sitcom,  set  in  black  Brixton 
(r).  (Teletext) 

7.00  Channel  4  News  with  Jon  Snow  750  Comment  Weather 
8.00  Class  by  Class:  Hie  Printer’s  Tale 

•  CHOICE:  Class  is  lha  most  slippery  of  concepts  and  the  deeper 
Ray  Gosling  goes  into  it,  the  more  it  threatens  to  fan  through  his 
fingers.  Sensibly,  his  series  starts  from  actual  cases  and  works 
outwards,  rather  than  setting  up  models  and  trying  to  find  data  to 
fit  them.  His  example  tonight  is  the  Gowin  family  from  Kent.  The 
father,  a  printer,  seems  dearly  defined  as  a  member  of  the  working 
class.  But  what  of  his  daughters,  who  have  moved  into  (he  world  of 
service  industries  and  small  businesses,  and  his  grandson,  the 
family’s  first  university  graduate?  Perhaps  in  the  end  class  is 
mainly  subjective.  If  the  Gowins  are  any  guide,  moving  into  the 
middle  class  means  drinking  wine,  Bstenrng  to  "good”  (that  is, 
classical)  music  and  not  going  on  holiday  to  Benkkxm.  But  what 
about  the  brother-in-law  who  runs  a  successful  company,  owns  a 
Porsche  and  still  insists  that  he  is  working  class?  (Teletext) 

850  FDm:  Take  My  Daughters,  Please  (1988).  When  Utah  Page  (Rue 
McCtanahan  of  7he  Golden  Girfs)  is  told  that,  statistically,  her  four 
single  daughters  have  more  chance  of  being  killed  by  terrorists 
than  finding  a  husband,  the  worried  mother  becomes  a 
matchmaker.  Directed  by  Larry  Efikann.  (Teletext) 

1020  True  Stories:  Death  of  a  Runaway 

•  CHOICE:  Channel  4's  documentary  strand  makes  a  strong 
return  with  a  film  about  the  fife  and  death  of  Elaine  Foley,  a  London 
teenager  whose  body  was  found  last  year  in  the  river  Thames.  In 
the  months  before,  she  had  run  away  from  home  on  countless 
occasions,  been  in  and  out  of  local  authority  care  and  finally  fallen 
into  bad  company.  Her  story  has  been  reconstructed  with  the  co¬ 
operation  of  her  family,  who  bravely  expose  their  grief  to  the 
camera  as  they  recall  the  antecedents  to  the  tragedy.  There  are 
extensive  interviews,  too,  with  classmates,  boyfriends  and  police 
officers.  But  a  wetter  of  poignant  testimony  gives  no  plausible 
explanation  as  to  why  a  youngster  from  a  caring  family  should  opt 
for  the  rebeffion  and  defiance  which  ultimately  put  her  beyond 
help.  Perhaps  the  nearest  thing  to  a  due  is  Elaine's  diary,  which 
reveals  her  state  of  mind  in  the  IS  months  leading  up  to  her  death 


A  teenage  rebel  without  a  cause?  Elaine  Foley  (1020pm) 

1150  FDm:  The  Ninth  Configuration  (1979).  Pretentious  psychological 
thriller  adapted  from  his  novel  by  wnter-director  William  Peter 
Blatty.  Stacy  Keach  stars  as  an  unorthodox  army  psychiatrist  who 
may  be  crazier  than  the  mental  patients  who  have  been  assigned 
to  his  care.  Ends  at  150am 
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ANGLIA 

As  London  except  (L25pm-7-00  Angle 
News  1040  RelaBonstips  11 .10  WUeantfe 
1140  Snoota  lOOm  The  Winds  ol  War 
3JOO  Santa  Barbara  3JS  Out  of  Meny,  One 
Voce  430-5.00  Jack  Thompson  Down 
Under 

BORDER 

As  London  except  l50pm-220  Sons  and 
DaugWore  5-10-5.40  Home  end  Away  &D0 
Lookaround  (L30-7JW  Blockbuster  1040- 
11.10  Who’s  the  Bose?  235am  CtnemM- 
tradions  3.05  Earth,  Wind  end  Fke  4-50- 
5.00  Jobs 

CENTRAL 

AS  London  except  &25pm-7J0  Centrd 
News  10.40  Hoopermtn  11.10  let  NgM 
1140  Snooker  IPOern  Winds  of  War  330 
Bedrock  4.00  America's  Top  Ten  4306.00 
Jobs 

CHANNEL 

As  London  except  150pnv220  The 
Young  Doctors  336-336  Sons  and  Daugh¬ 
ters  5.10-540  Home  and  Away  CL00 
Channel  Report  6.30-7.00  BkxAtiuatora 
10.40-1 1 .10  Moneywise 230om  Fta*  Ftaod 
4. 10-5J10  Beyond  2000 
GRAMPIAN  As  London  oxearCUppm- 
230  Sons  Mid  Daughters  5.10-W0  Home 


and  Away  Bj00  North  Tonight  630-730 
Bkjckbuatera  1040-11.10QoMflre3.35wn 
QnamAUracflona  34)5  Earth.  IMnd  and  Hre 
—  In  Concert  4.50-5.00  Jobbndar 

GRANADA 

As  Condon  except  &30pm-7JOO  Granada 
Torirftt  1040  FMn  1135-123Gam 
Snooker  235  OnarnAlttaetxxia  835  Earitv 
Wind  and  Fie  430-630  Jobs 

HTV  WEST 

As  London  except  130p m-Z20  Tire 
Young  Doctors  &2S-355  Sons  and  Dsugh- 
tere  5.10-540  Home  and  Away  600  HTV 
Nawa  630-7 JX)  Btacttuetan  1040-11.10 
The  west  TNs  Week  2300m  Quiz  NfeM 
aOO  B«*och  336  The  Bg  Band  TV  Disco 
Show  430-530  Jatfnder 

HTV  WALES 

As  HTV  West  except  600pm-830  Wales 
at  Sot  730400  Wales  &  Westminster 
1040-11.10  Wales  Thre  weak 

TSW 

As  London i 


Away  5.10-540  Tata  Ihe  Ugh  Road  630 
TSW  Today  630-730  Bochbustera  1040- 
11.10  Tongue  &  Groom  235am  ChremM- 
tractfons  335  Earth.  Whd  end  Rre  -  br 
Concert  430-530  TSW  JoBfinder 

TVS 

As  London  except  V50pnv£30  Tire 


Young  Doctors  335-835  Sons  and  Daugh¬ 
ters  5.10-640  Home  and  Away  K30  Coast ' 
to  Coast  630-730  Bockbustere  1040- 
11.10  Monaywtee 230em  Hm:  Hood  4.1D- 
530  Beyond  2000 

TYNE  TEES 

As  Union  exsspc  I.SOpn-230  Safes 
Barbara  5.10640  Homs  and  Amy  630 
Nartham  Ufa  630-730  Bkxttxjstare  1040- 
11.10  Married  n«h  CNkkan  235am  CSne- 
mAttmoflons 335  Earth.  Wind  and  Rre — ta 
Concert  430630  JoMnder 

ULSTER 

As  London  aRoept  130pm-230  Sons  and 
Daughters  335336  Gtonma  5.10-540 
Honw  and  Away  630  Sr  TanigM  630-730 
Blockbusters  730-6.00  Coufeerpobit 
1045-11.10  Moray  Talcs  236am  OnemAl- 
naettora  336  Nghtbafe  430-530  Jobs 

YORKSHIRE 

As  London  except  5.1 0pm-&40  Home  and 
Away  630  CMendar  636730  BlocttMEl- 
en  1040-11.10  The  World  of  God  230am 
America's  Top  Ten  235  OnemAUractians 
'  330  Music  Box  430330  Jobtadar 

S4C 

starts  630nn  11a  Art  o(  Landscape  630 
C4  Daly  935  Ysgoion  l230Sbectel  1210 
Poboi  y  Cwm  1230  Nowyddkn  1240  Slot 
hW&vin  130  Countdown  130  Burirwss 
Dafly  130  Business  Da»y  230  Third  Wave 


246  flee  The  Reiuetarrt  Debuteme 
430  Stat  23  5.15  Tonicpt  wtti  Jonathan 
Robs 545 Here  630  Newyd&xi  610  Heno 
640PofaolyCwni7303txaotai730Brwiw 
Mean  830  The  Cosby  Show  830  Newyd- 
dkxi  835  Rdoo  9  935  Tire  Making  of 
Orchestra  1035  Eurecope  1136  Crime 
Dow  Not  Pay  1130  Hnv  The  »SMh 
Configurafion  130  Dnmdd 

RTE 1 

Starts  130pm  News  1 45  Shataepoam  in 
Perapoctrve  Z10  Carson’s  Law  330  Live  at 
Three  430  News  fcflowed  by  Emmentsta 
430  KirarsLsncflng530Radml  Bh»530 
A  Country  Practice  600  The  Angaka  631 
StarOcre  645  Oarda  Patrol  730  Tap  of  the 
Bops  730  Tw  Amy  7 AO  Foolbal  —  The 
Greatest  Game  on  Earth  836  Fr  DowAig 
930  Nava  930  Today  TonigM  1610 
Chaflenging  Times  1040  BooMkres  11.10 
The  Ktch+ftar  1145  Neva  1155  Ckree 

NETWORK  2 

Starts:  230  Bosco  330  The  Dan  336  Care 
Beers  330  Supertod  340  HoctayWoS  430 
hqrecter  Gadget  430  Happy  Birthday  430 
Touche  Tune  530  Captain  Planet  530  Into 
the  Labyrinth  635  Watch  Al  Wght  630 
Home  and  Away  730  Nuacfe  7X6  BqIwti/b 
BWa  Eye  View  730  Head  <A  Ore  Clasa  600 
News  Mowed  by  Fteero  Frame  830 
MMelptea  9.00  The  Days  and  rights  of 
Mfey  Dodd  930  News  Mowed  by  Wcon 
Crest  1035  The  TwAgfe  Zona  1040 
Poachers  11.10  Nms  11J3S  Class 


635am  Weather;  News  Headlines 
7.00  Morning  Conceit  , 

(Good  Friday  Music,  Pareitak 
St  Louis  SO  under  Semkow): 
Rimsky-Koreakov  (Russian 
Easier  Festival  Overture:  Si 
Louis  SO  unde  Catkin) 

7*30  News 

7.35  Morning  Concert  (conlk  Josef 
Strauss  (SohawikJanfl  Waltz: 
Vienna  P 
Schumann 
French 


Vienna  PO  under  Btakovsky): 
ann  (KonzertslOck: 

APO  under 
Guschtoauer,  with  Jean- 
Jacques  Justatife,  Jearv-Pau! 
Gantiez.  Jean  Claude  tore, 
Alain  Court ots.  horns):  Revet 

(Pavane - 

(fefunte 


pour  une  infante 
St  Louis! 


iwu"“.  — 1  SO  under 

StetJdn):  Rimsky-Korsakov 
(Spanish  Caprice.  Op  34: 
Montreal  SO  under  Dutort) 
820  News 

635  Composers  of  the  WeeSc  . 

KodSy.  The  Aged  (Hungarian 

Radio  and  Television  Cnorus 

under  JSnos  FerancsflO; 
Symphony  in  C  (PhahannontB 
Hungarica  under  Dorati): 
Psalmus  Hungancus  (Brighton 
Festival  Chorus,  Wandsworth 
School  Boys'  Choir.  LSp 
under  Kertesz.  with  Lajos 
Kozroa,  tenor) 

925  r  - 


- - -Brahms 

(Two  Songs,  Op  9t'-  Sarah 
Walker,  soprano.  Paul 
Sflverthome,  viola,  Julian 
Jacobson,  piano):  Bridge  (Four 
Characteristic  Pieces.-  Enc 

Audubon  Ouartet,  with 
Woods,  oboe);  Dukas  (La  Pdn. 

Porirrwdans&Ubter 

Orchestra  underjort^^ 


_  (Three 

"■•y'*.  80£.a™n  abpv 

Ponder,  wto.  John  «»y. 

piano).  Rebecca  Clarke 

(Prelude,  Allegro  end 

Pastorale:  Patricia  McCarty, 

S.  Peter  Hfldwj*. £ 
Schumann  (Symphony  No  1  in 

11-55  Baton 

NicfieirTTflnn  (Ov«1ure«jJ 
continuoJi.QuwtojFWto 

n  tor  two  horns): 

I.DOpm 


1.05  BBC  Welsh  SO  under  Jerzy 
Makaymiuk.^vwih  Michael^ 

Concerto)  and  Mozart 
(Symphony  No  33  In  D,  K  504, 
Prague).  Lrva  from 
SI  George's,  Brandon  t-ffl, 
Bristol 

200  Schoenberg  Goes  to 
Hollywood  (i) 

2.45  RLTO  under  Alexander 
Lazarev  performs  Bonxfin 
(Overture,  Prince  Igor); 
Tchaikovsky  (Vktfn  Concerto): 
Rimsky-Korsakov 
(Sch&ferazade).  md  &3S 
Inierval  Readtoa 

420  Haydn  and  Beethoven:  The 
Vanburgh  String  Ouartet 
performs  Haydn  (Quartet  in  D, 
Op  20  No  4)  and  Beethoven 
(Quartet  in  C,  Op  99  No  3)  (r) 
530  Mainly  for  Pleasure 
7.00  News 
7.05  Third  Ear 

•  CHOICE'.  The  springboard 
tor  Natalie  Wheen's  interview 
With  Alfred  Brendel,  who  was 
60  test  week,  Is  his  recently 
pubfehed  book  Music 
Sounded  CM,  an  investigation 
of  music-making.  Wheen.  an 
investigator  not  ortiy  of 

musicians  tut.  as  any  devotee 

erf  Kaleidoscope  wi  know,  of 
practitioner*  of  all  the  arts, 
keeps  bringing  the  piar*t 
D3C*  to  toe  volume  m  wtucn  ■ 
he  examines  some  otlhe 
musical  questions  cdntraJ  to 
Ms  fife.  Brendel  may  not  be 
unique  among  musfctens  in 
being  able  to  pronounce 
interestingly  on  the  mystenes 
erf  he  craft,  but  ha  is  definitely 
in  the  premier  league 
7.30  Bournemouth  PO  under  En 
Shao.  with  Steven  Isserfe, 
calo,  performs  Berta 
(Overture,  Benvenuto  CetiW); 
D««k  (Ceto  Concerto  in  B 
minor.  Op  104);  a25Readng 
on  the  angtapNIe  Debussy. 
8.45  Debussy  (PfoWe? 
L'aprris-micfi  (fun  feune); 
Harte*.  (Suite.  The  Miraculous 
MEmdBnn)9^0fffde(r) 

1030  Music  in  Our  TffngT”"* 
tofinHy.  Reginald  Smith  Bmcfle 
i  his  own  music 


11.00  The  Music  Maker  (rj 
11  JO  News 

11  ^5-1 2-35am  Composers  of  the 
Weak:  Schubart  fr) 

1  OP-g  gsam  Night  School  (FM  only) 
(except  in  Scotland) 


(BtStem 

5.55am 


F  Worship  (s) 
tizens  (si 
opes:  John 


Stereo  on  FM 

frig  Forecast  6.00 
News  Briefing;  Weather  6.10 
Farming  Today  6.25  Prayer  for 
the  Day  (s)  630  Today,  md 
630.  730.  730.  8.00,  830 
News  655. 735  Weather 
8.43  The  Landlord  of  "The  Love-A- 

Duck":  A  shaggy  dog  story  by 

Stacy  Aumonier.  Read  by 
John  Baddeley  (1  of  2)  857 
Weather 
9.00  News 

935  Face  the  Facts  (r) 

930  Tha  Power  of  Patronage: 
Honoure  and  Pofltica.  Robin 
Oaldey.  poetical  editor  of  77te 
Tones,  tovesligates  patronage 
in  major  areas  of  pubic  life. 
Today,  the  use  and  atxrse  oi 
political  honours,  patronage 
and  party  fundng  (2  of  5) 
1030  News;  The  Natural  ttstory  ■ 
Programme:  Fergus  Keehng 
md  Jessica  Holm  make  some 
ecological  resolutions  far  the 
New' 

1045  An  ActoT 
11.00  News;  Citizens  i 
1135  On  the  Ropes: . 

Humphrys  tales  to  foix  people 
who  have  weathered  storms  in 
their  careers  2  Count  Nflcolai 
Tolstoy 

11.50  Fast  Person:  Series  of  talks  by 
first-time  broadcasters.  A 
knitting  yam  by  Dorothy  Pope 
12.00  News:  You  and  Yours 
1225pm  Dear  Diaiy  (s)  (c)  1255 
Weather 

1X0  Tha  Work!  at  One 
135  Crisis  In  Africa  T 
on  behalf  of  the  1 
Emergency  Committee  to  help 
the  victims  of  the  famine 
threetenlng  many  parts  of 
Africa 

1.40  The  Archera  fr)  1.5S  Shipping 
Forecast 

2.00  Nevis;  Woman's  How: 

Includes  a  discussion  on  how 
the  author  Henry  Ames 
perceives  women;  and  Teresa 
Docherty,  Papua  New 
Guinea's  only  female  judge, 
talks  about  her  work 
3.00  News;  Volvulus.  Winner  of  a 
Radio  Tmes  playwriting  award 
in  1988.  John  Bond’s  ptey  ts 
an  examination  of  a  ten-year- 
old  boy  teaming  to  come  to 
terms  with  the  rrantoent  death 
of  to  father  (s) 

4.00  News 


h.  Nigel  ( 

the  edffor  Robert  McGrum  and 
the  author  Duncan  Sprott 
about  The  Clopton  Hemies 
430  Kadeidoecope:  Paul  Aflen  visits 
Dubfin,  (his  year's  European 
Cay  of  Cuttue  (s) 

5.00  PM  530  Shipping  Forecast 
535  Weather 

6.00  Six  O’Ctock  News:  Fnandal 
Report 

630  Screenplay:  Celebrity  movie 
panel  show  (a)  (r) 

7.00  News  7.05  The  Archers 
730  Going  Bade  Omar  Sattaur 
was  four  when  hie  farrAy 
emigrated  from  British  Guyana 
to  London  in  1961.  He  retians 
for  the  first  time  to  be  reunited 
with  foe  tarrfly  that  stayed 
behind  (s) 

8.00  The  State  in  Question 
•  CHOCE:  The  second  of 
John  Lloyd's  vigorous  re¬ 
assessments  of  the  extent  to 
which  the  state's  fractional 
rote  should  adapt  to  meei  the 
requirements  of  a  rapefly 
changing  eoddy.  deals  with 
the  nation's  weiwe  provision. 
Perhaps  the  most  contentious 
topic  conaidared  by  hte 
witnesses  is  whether 

questions  ol  personal  morafity, 
such  as  singe  parent  famSes, 
should  ba  brought  intoa 
debate  which,  until  quite 
recently,  was  econontics- 
basecL  Undertying  tifis  welfare 
state  investigation  is  the 
realisation  that  the 
homogeneous  society  for 
which  Beveridge  conceived 
Ns  plan  no  tamer  exists 
8^45  Does  He  Take  Sugar? 

9.15  Kaleidoscope  (broadcast  at 
430pm)  (s) 

9.45  The  Financial  World  Tonight 
(s)  9.59  Weather 

1QJOO  -The  Worid  TonigM  (s] 

10.45  A  Book  at  BedtimK 
Warden,  by  Anthony  Troflope 
«oftO) 

1130  Few  on  4:  The  Morikay’a 
.  Revenge,  by  Guy  Jenkin.  A 

man  suffering  from  a  Benous 
dteease  decides  to  tstite 
control  of  his  own  destinyjs) 

1130  The  Engine  of  EBenroad:  The 
story  of  the  restoration  of  a 

Vwtorim  steemotaM  which 
once  drove  3,000  looms  (r) 

1200  Naws.  ind  1220  Weather 
1233  Slipping  Forecast 


FREQUENCIES:  Radiol:  1Q53kHz/285ift'1089kHz^5mf»«7.M2a  Radto2: 
FM86902  Radio  3: 1215kHz/  247m;  FM-90S2.4.  Radio  4:  t98(Hz/15l5mfM- 
92«4.a  Radio  5:  693kHz/433m:  90SkHz/330m.  World  Servlcec  MW 
648kHz/463m.  Jazz  FM  1(£2  LBC:  fi5awa6lin;  FM  9 73  Capital: 
154akHz/194m;FM956.6LR:  1458kH^20Bm:  FMB4A  MetodyFM  1049. 


SKY  ONE 


e  Via  the  Astra  and  Marco  Polo  i 
600am  Crictat  Bnai  and  Hodges  WWW 
Sodas.  Um  aMaraga  al  England  v  AusMa 
from  MaSioume  11-00  Crictat  Honfehta 
11 30 'hie  Young  and  lha  RaaOaaal  230pm 
Sale  of  tha  Cantury  130  Tiua  Ctrtenkra 
1 30  AnoAar  Worid  230Uwnfl  246 Wtteof 
tha  Week  3.16  Bewitched  345  Tho  DJ  Kat 
Show  600  Lost  ki  Space  630  Famfy  Tte 
630  Sate  ol  the  Cefeisy  730 Low  DM 
Sight  730  fri  LWng  Color  630  The 
anpsora  630  Wings  930  Wtoaguy  10.00 
Lme  at  Aral  SgM  1030  Tlw  Htchhitar 
1130  Cricket  1-BgfeQhts  1230  The  Un¬ 
touchables  130am  Pages  from  Skytaxl 

SKY  NEWS 


•  Vta  the  Aafra  end  Marco  Polo  aeteUBa. 
Nam  on  the  hoi*. 

530am  mfnaUumd  Bufeieaa  Report  S30 
Newakne  630  Intematioral  Businaas  Report 
930  Newaira  1030  Beyond  2000  11.00 
hitamaUuual  Business  Report  1130  Rortno 
Report  130pm  rBC  To(tey  230  PsiSsment 
Uve  3.15  Prime  MnMsrYi  Question  Tbite 
330  Paritenant  Lire  430  MentaioiwI 
Buotnaw  Report  430  Beyond  2000  530 
Live  si  Rue  830  Nswoflne  730  fertametional 
Busneaa  Report  B30  Nw  Sr  Robin  1030 
News&w  1130  ASC  Mshliy  Nevn  T230bri 
CBS  News  130  NBC  Nghfly  Naws  230 
European  Business  News 430  Beyond  2000 

SKY  MOVIES 


740  Emsnainment  Tonight 
830  Ou-  Fendy  Honour  (1986k  Ham- 
hitting  drama  about  poOca  oanuptkxi 
040  Projector 

1030  Hal  Comas  to  Fregtown  (1988): 
Roddy  Piper  ptayeono  of  lha  tow  fatfle  man 
who  suvived  the  thbd  world  war  and  It 
fcxead  to  cany  out  a  dangerous  mtosion 
1135  Nuts  (1967):  A  pradtuie  (Barbra 
Strairend)  flQMs  ha  her  right  to  stand  Mai  far 
msreilaughiBf  attar  the  court  aid  Iw  rich 
porente  hsva  wended  her  truara 
1 30am  China  GM  (1987):  A  modem  version 
ol  Romeo  and  JUtai 

430  M^riforoa  (1967):  A  group  of  Central 
Amadoan  tanwtaa  Mdrep  a  US  ganator'a 
daughter.  Ends  al  530 

EUROSPORT _ 

•  via  the  Astra  eataHte. 

530am  Mamabonal  Burtneas  Report  530 
TTkxhi  Wtoa  the  Days  630 Tha  DJKat  Show 
730  Eunbics  600  Handball  930  World 
Swimming  Chsmptonrtfoa  1130  Rowing 
1230pm  Sialhg  130  Eurabics  130  Hand- 
bd  Lades'  Polar  (Xp  230  Terete:  Wom¬ 
en's  AustraBan  Harckxxjrt  ChempPrahlpB 
630  Ford  SW  Report  630  Mfe*  One  Motor 
Sport  Nawa  030  Ewoeport  News  730 
Voneytml;  General  Bor*  Tournament  830 
Nondto  8K8ng  600  Motor  Sport  Perts-Oekar 
Rely  9.15  World  Cup  Sdfing  10.15  Worid 
Swimming  ChampioraNps  11.15  Europxxl 
Naws  1145  Motor  Sport  PMfcOatar  Rely 
1230CycCng 

EUROSPORT 


•  Vie  tha  Aafra  meHta. 

630am  Showcase 

1600  Tha  Stoam-Drtvon  Adventurea  of 
Riwertxut  SB:  Anfrnated  advefeuma  of  the 
Isaendary  captain 

1200  Lae  MteteaMds  (1935):  Desperate 
silar  being  santenced  to  iwo  years' 
Imprisonment  lor  atwAig,  Jean  Vaijoan 
(Frederic  March)  escapes  but  is  redeemed 
by  Bishop  Bienvenu  (Oadric  Harehvicta)  and 
becomes  mayor 

230pm  Quiet  Vlctrey  (1909):  A  lop  elhlete 
suffering  from  a  mueefe-westag  rteawso  >S 
ghren  orty  a  year  to  l» 

430  A  Baton  tor  Boris  (1954):  Three  Mds 
time  into  a  moneytnaWng  scheme  when 
thterateywepefaadWrWanbegknBbrtrad- 
casting  e  day  ahead  otbmaWHhSexxtTBer 
830 On  God  Book  1  (1680):  Geiaga  Buns 
return*  so  the  Supreme  Baeig  and  chooses 
a  young  boy  to  spread  toe  joyous  word  of 
the  Second  Coming 


•  Vta  the  Astra  eeteua. 

730am  "Go-  Dutdh  Motor  Sports  830 
Magorine  AutomoMe 830 American  Profes¬ 
sional  Boning  1030  StopWarid  of  Ctanpt 
ona  1130  World  Snooker  Classics  130pm 
StopMck  Badng  2.00  Powereporte  frrisme- 
borte  330  Ice  Hoctay  NHL  'SI  530  Stop. 
USWA  Wresting:  The  Main  Event  830 1891 
ParifrDater  Rely:  Day  Ten  615  Magazine 
Automofade  645  Spain  Spain  Sport  7.00  US 
COfleoe  Footta*  930  1991  PfrrtaOekar 
Rafly:  Day  11  0.15  Teem  Team  Spanish 
Football  11.15  US  PGA  Inrintd  Tournament 
Of  Champions 

MTV _ 

•  Vta  die  Astra  aateare. 

Twenty-four  hours  of  rack  and  pop 

LIFESTYLE _ 

•  Via  lha  Astra  eataMa. 

1030am  The  Gfeai  American  Gomeehowa 
11.15  Coffee  Break  1130  Everyday  Work- 


PM  Stereo  md  MW.  530am  Gay  tong  630 
Srmon  Mayo  930  Simon  Bates  1230pm 
NowabMl  1245  Gary  Davies  330  Stare 
MM0ti  in  (he  Afternoon  530  Now*  -Bl  830  Jakld  Breifetes  730  Top  ol  the  Fops  (wffl> 
BBC  1)  730  Mark  GaoOer'a  Evening  Session  0.00  Cbaaic  Documentary.  Smokeyl « 1030 
Richard  SMmr  1230330em  Bob  Harria 

PM  Stareo.  430am  Steve  Madden  830  Kan 
Bruce  730  Derek  Jameson  930  Katie  Boyle 
1130  Jimmy  ^ Young  1 ,06pm  David  Jacobs  230 


Gloria  Kurifcxd  430  Brian  Matthew  635  John  Dim  730  Pul  tha  Other  One  730  Wafly 
Whyton  930  PaM  Jonee  945  Tom  Mannartfc  Local  Tries  1030  Chris  Stuart  1205am  Jazi 
Parade  with  Digby  Fafrwaaltiar  1235-4.00  BB  RanneSS  with  Mgftt  Rtoa 


1 600am  World  Service:  Mawcdoak  630 
Meriting  EdHxxi  9.00  Schools  1035 1. 2  3,4.5 
I  lor  toddtars  1045  Sussex  Tales:  A  reflection  ol 
the  corny  in  wads  and  music  1130  Sport  11.02  Cttbera  (as  Radb  4)  1135  The  Haaltti 
Show:  Angota  Rippon  lakes  cds  on  coping  wtth  pah.  Tet  0345  BOS  683,  tod  1230  Newi: 
Sport  1233pm  Tha  Eater's  Digest  Kan  Sytara  on  Scottish  cubfru  (r)  1.00  Sport  135  As 
Mo  3  230  Sport  236  1,  2  3,  4,  5  (broadens  at  162Sam)  230  Worid  Swvtce  435 
Soundprinfc  The  pfigM  of  the  Amazonian  todtara  435  Rwa  Asida 730  Stanley  and  tha  Magic 
Lamp,  by  JaH  Brown  736  The  Rfeway  ChBdren,  by  E.  Neabii  (2  of  4)  8,05  in  the  News  830 
Space  Five  Andy  Kerehew  imreetiQatee  the  mysterias  of  the  unhreraa  8.00  Nghtbeal  930 
Eastern  Beard  .00  Sport  11.06  Worid  Service  1133  Words  ol  Faith  1138-l235ani  Sport 

A*  times  In  MIT.  530am  Ucrocnmagaan  535 
Nawe  in  Gamtort  Haadtaes  in  Engfleh  and 
French  5.47  Praia  Review  532  FtrancW  Naws 
535 Waather  and  Travel  Nawa 630 Newadeek  630 Lmdraslfelfn 638 WSather  730  Naws 
739  24  Hours;  New  Swinery  and  Financial  Nawa  730  Second  Caw  Ftat  830  News  639 
Words  of  Faith  61 5  Good  Books  630  John  Pteel  930  Nawa  939  Review  ol  tha  British  Press 
9-16  The  Wbrkf  Today  930  Financial  News  Sports  Roundup  845  Network  UK  1030  Nawa 
Sunmaiy  1601  Assignment  1030  Fumy  that  Way  1 1.00  Nflwa  1139  Nawa  About  Britain 
11.15  The  Fantting  Worid  1130  MW  uagaana  1 1  SB  Travel  News  1230  Nawmd  12.1 5pm 
Multitrack  2 1245 Sporta  Roundup  130  News  13824  Hsura;  News  Summary  and  FfrianoKti 
News  1 30  Network  UK  1 .45  Jazz  Now  and  Than  230 News;  Outiook 230  Off  the  Shan Tha 
Gnat  Gattby 246 ReecnSng  of  (ha  Week 330 Newsreel  3.15  Mudc  tar  a  Wltto  with  Rfdwrd 
Baker  430  Nmn  438  Nawe  About  Britain  4.15  BBC  EngToh  430  HeuteAktuefi  530  Nawa 
530  Oommentanr  5.15  The  World  Today  530  Londm  Sefr  614  News  HoadSnea  in  Endbh 
61 5  BBC  Entfhh  630  Haute  Aktual  730  German  Features  734  News  in  German  630  News 
609  The  Worid  Today  836  Words  of  F0W1 630  Moridien  830  Nows  Surrmsfy  931  Spots 
Roundup  9.1S  Global  Concerns  930  Buttons  1030  Nmvshour  1130  Nawa  1135 
Commentary  11.10  Flnanctof  News  11.15  Music  Review  1230  Nawaaek  1230am  Tha  Great 
Mstoato  130  Nflwa  Surenay  131  Outiook  13S  RranetoJ  News  130  Jazz  Now  and  Then 
1 45  Gtotel  Concerns  £30  News  239  Review  of  tie  British  Press  21 5  Sawn  Sees  ILSQCtty 
Rsys  330  News  339  Netw  About  Britain  3.15  Tha  Worid  Today  330  Focus  on  Faith  339 
Weather  4.00  Nawsdesfc  430  The  World  Today  445  News  and  Press  Review  in  German 


COMPILED  BY  PETER  DEAR  AND  GILLIAN  MAXEY 
TV  CHOICE  PETER  WAYMARK/RADiO  CHOICE  PETER  DAVALLE 


out  1130  Simply  Mnvatous  12.15pm  Sally 
Jassy  Raphael  135  Style  FBe  1,10  Search 
tor  Tomorrow  135  Hie  Edge  ol  Mght  2.00 
Divorce  Court  235  UtaMyfe  Bus  235 
Tstomart  335  Remmgton  Steele  335  Tea 
Break  435  WKRP  in  Cmcinrertl  435  The 
Great  American  Gemeahows  600  The  SeO- 
a-Vbton  Shopping  Chennef 630 JSTV 1030 
The  3e»*-VMon  Shoppy  Chanral  1230 
SataBta  Jukebox 

THE  MOVIE  CHANNEL 

•  Vta  the  Maroo  Polo  aataWe. 

135pm  The  Movto  Show 

135  You  Were  Never  Lovafler  (1942):  Fred 

Aetata  and  RMa  Hayworth  taw  in  rite 

deflgMU  mutacal  comedy 

330  The  Southern  Star  (1068):  A  varied 

aaaortraarit  at  adventurere  go  to  search  of  a 

ctamond.  Starring  Georgs  Serai  and  Oreon 

Wales 

830  Housekeeping  (1987):  The  hte  of  two 
orphans  brought  up  by  ai  eccentric  amt  n 
the  Fifties 

610  LAfl  Father.  LAB  Son  (1987):  A 
eugeon  (Dudtay  Moore)  and  hta  teenage 


son  accidentally  swap  bodies 
1030  The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ 
(1988)-.  Canbovarm  drama  which  looks  at 
the  human  safe  of  Christ  (WBem  DaJoej 
1235am  Bloodstone  (1988):  A  jewel  thief 
hue*  Na  loot  in  luggage  bakxigng  to  a 
honeymoon  couple 

235  The  Ranarection  (1988):  A  terrorist 
attack  awakens  the  rentes  of  triton 
traders  on  Earth.  Ends  at  4.16 

THE  SPORTS  CHANNEL 

•  via  tha  Marco  Polo  satBfite. 

1.15pm  SportSdask  1 30  Racing  Today  230 
FA  Cup  330  Sponadeak  4.00  Hatting  tho 
weal  430  Gmtid  WBams  Taka  To  ...  530 
NFL  Review  1990  600  Sportadesk  530  TWa 
Is  the  Sports  Channel  730  Sponadeak  830 
Baring  IftOO  Spartsdrek  1Q3Q  On  Wheeta 
1130  Huang  Today  12.00  Sponsdssk 
1230am  Boxing 

THE  POWER  STATION 

•  via  toe  Marco  Roto  aateOte. 

730am  Twsntyora  hours  of  music 


If  you  pay  for 

PRIVATE  MEDICAL  INSURANCE 

STOP! 

You’re  probably  paying  too  much 

DONT  RENEW  YOUR  POLICY 

Until  you’ve  seen  Clinicare’s 
excellent  rates  and  cover 

PICK  UP  THE  PHONE  NOW 


Dial  100  and  ask  for  freephone  Clinicare' 


Monday  -  Friday  9am  to  5pm  or  return  the  coupon 

...WHY  PAY  MORE? 

CLINICARE 

From  Medical  Insurance  Agency  Ltd. 

Get  better.  For  less 


880  TR  TI03 

CUMENE  HaftatfaHuce  AgasyLM,  RfSffOSLHfrltoatfsltom.PifHtf 

Read,  Stmmge,  Herts.  SGI  JYH. 

yrp  I  would  like  to  know  more  about  the  costs  and  benefits  ol 
I  CO  Clmlcare.  1  am  interested  In  Family  Cover  □  Individual 
Cower  □  Company  Schemes  □ 

(If  appticabie'i  My  present  com  is  due  I  nr  renewal  in 
_ fmcmlhl  _ _ _ (year) 


Name. 


.tMr.Mij'Mtos.-'Mil 


Address , 


postcode . 


uawair  In  IMtlkuur  Lid  Urtirt.  Hr«U«.Ilw  fliWI  Riuti 

<4n<«.|r  .■“!!  «.  V-n-lftnl  li«nr  Hr*-r  mi  h*-vrtanl  TmhW  -Wvi«Tk 

town ii »i  atartra »■  is.  lumirri 
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Houses  slump 
reaches  North 
as  prices  pick 
up  in  South 

By  Christopher  Warman.  property  correspondent 


HOUSE  prices  in  the  North  of 
England  fell  in  the  past  three 
months  of  1990  for  the  first  time 
in  five  years  as  the  ripple  effect  of 
the  housing-market  slump  finally 
embraced  the  whole  of  the  country 
after  its  plunge  began  in  the 
summer  of  1 988. 

Prices  continued  to  stabilise  in 
the  South,  with  small  increases 
recorded  in  London  and  the 
South-West,  but  figures  from  the 
Halifax  Building  Society,  pub¬ 
lished  yesterday,  showed  that 
prices  went  down  in  the  North, 
North-West  and  in  Yorkshire  and 

Major  ‘no’ 
to  more 
UN  talks 

Condoned  from  page  1 

Javier  Pfcrez  de  Cuellar,  the  UN 
secretary-general  is  understood  to 
be  opposed  to  any  recall  of  the 
security  council  and  Mr  Major 
fully  supports  his  view.  The  prime 
minister  said  the  policy  had  been 
settled  beyond  doubt. 

There  is  some  British  concern 
that  the  French,  who  have  been 
leading  calls  for  a  common  Euro¬ 
pean  Community  foreign  policy,  . 
are  increasingly  indulging  in  in¬ 
dependent  diplomatic  initiatives, 
and  Mr  Major  is  expected  to  take  a 
tough  line  on  that  at  Monday's 
meeting. 

Mr  Major  has  been  in  regular 
contact  with  the  White  House 
during  his  trip  to  the  Middle  East 
So  far  there  has  been  no  intelli¬ 
gence  information  on  any  moves 
by  Iraq  to  pull  its  troops  out  of 
Kuwait,  a  process  that  would  take 
more  than  a  week  to  complete. 

At  his  Cairo  press  conference, 
Mr  Major  said:  “Nobody  wants  to 
go  to  war.  We  want  it  settled  by 
Saddam  Hussein  going  back  to 
Iraq."  He  insisted  that  the  impedi¬ 
ment  to  peace  was  the  Iraqi  leader. 

Mr  Mqjor  conceded  that  there 
was  concern  about  the  environ¬ 
mental  impact  of  any  Gulf  war 
and  said  that  the  sooner  Saddam 
took  his  forces  back  to  Iraq,  the 
better  it  would  be.  “I  hope  it  can 
be  done  peaceably,  but  that  is  not 
in  our  hands.” 

To  questions,  Mr  Major  wel¬ 
comed  the  fact  that  Israel  had  kept 
“well  clear”  of  the  Gulf  confronta¬ 
tion,  saying:  "I  think  that  is  right". 
He  added:  UI  do  not  think  the 
Israelis  are  going  to  become 
involved  in  this  conflict.” 

He  said  that  British  public 
opinion  was  behind  the  use  of 
force  to  free  Kuwait,  if  necessary. 


Humberside.  In  Scotland  prices 
remained  static  during  the  last 
quarter.  In  eacb  of  the  areas  in  the 
north  of  the  country  prices  showed 
an  increase  over  the  year,  but  the 
figures  for  the  last  quarter  give 
clear  evidence  of  a  slow-down  in 
the  market  there. 

The  society's  latest  house-price 
survey  reported  that  in  the  last 
quarter  rises  of  0.9  per  cent  were 
recorded  in  Greater  London  and 
0.8  per  cent  in  the  South-West, 
Prices  fell  by  0.3  per  cent 
through  the  UK  in  December,  but 
showed  a  rise  of  0.5  per  cent  over 
the  previous  12-month  period. 
Prices  paid  by  first-time  buyers 
were  more  than  1  per  cent  down 
on  a  year  ago. 

The  Halifax  expects  the  market 
to  be  weak  in  the  North  during  the 
first  half  of  this  year,  with  prices 
remaining  flat  in  the  South. 

While  the  small  increase  in  the 
South  gives  a  glimmer  of  hope  that 
the  market  may  be  on  tbe  way  up 
again,  the  Halifax  says  that  any 
general  recovery  is  likely  to  be 
moderate  and  will  depend  on  a 
reduction  in  interest  rates.  If  rates 
fell  to  12  per  cent  or  lower  by  the 
spring,  house  prices  could  rise  by 
about  3  per  cent  by  the  end  of  die 
yea r. 

During  1990,  prices  in  Greater 
London  fell  by  3  per  cent,  in  the 
South-East  by  4. 1  per  cent,  in  East 
Anglia  by  7.8  per  cent  and  in  tbe 
South-West  by  3.9  per  cent. 

The  following  Halifax  figures 
show  regional  changes  in  prices 
over  the  last  quarter  and  (in 
brackets)  over  1990  as  a  whole: 
West  Midlands.  0.6  per  cent  foil 
<0.3  per  cent  fall);  East  Midlands, 
2.5  per  cent  fall  (3.3  per  cent  fall); 
Yorkshire  and  Humberside,  1.1 
per  cent  fall  <1.3  per  cent  rise): 
North-West,  0.9  per  cent  fall  (6.1 
per  cent  rise);  North,  2.6  per  cent 
fall  (S.4  per  cent  rise);  Scotland, 
static  (6.7  per  cent  rise);  Wales.  2JJ 
per  cent  fall  (0.2  per  cent  fall);  and 
Northern  Ireland,  0.S  per  cent  fall 
(2.1  percent  rise). 

Estate  agents  in  the  Halifax 
chain  say  the  cut  in  mortgage  rates 
in  October  stimulated  the  stagnant 
property  market. 

"First-lime  buyer  interest  has 
also  been  strongest  in  the  south  of 
the  country,  where  agents  report 
that  the  combination  of  price  falls 
and  higher  incomes  is  making 
house  purchase  a  realistic  propo¬ 
sition  once  more,”  said  a 
spokesman. 

□  This  year  will  see  the  cheapest 
house  prices  for  the  next  decade, 
the  Newbury-based  estate  agent, 
Dreweatt-Neate,  predicts.  Tbe 
company  does  not  envisage  any 
real  increase  in  the  average  value 
of  property. 
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A  taste  of  winter.  Carla,  a  four-year-old  lioness  at  the  Blair  Drnmmond  Safari  Park,  near  Stirling,  was  let  out  into  the  snow  for  the 
first  tint*  yesterday  to  sample  a  Scottish  January.  Freeze  and  storms  continue,  page  3 

Reading  standards  deplorable,  says  Clarke 


Continued  from  page  Z 
there  was  no  evidence  to  suggest 
that  any  one  particular  teaching 
method  was  to  blame  but  taking 
their  report  together  with  the 
investigation  carried  out  by  the 
education  research  foundation, 
there  was  little  doubt  that  stan¬ 
dards  had  not  risen  in  the  last  ten 
years. 

Mr  Clarke  said  that  he  had 
written  to  the  chairman  of  all  the 
education  committees  in  England 
asking  them  to  take  "an  active  and 
critical  interest  in  reading  stan¬ 
dards  from  now  onwards".  The 
inspectors  would  continue  to 
monitor  reading  standards  and 
provide  regular  reports. 

The  inspectors'  recommenda¬ 
tions  on  the  best  way  to  teach 
reading  will  be  sent  to  all  schools 
and  Mr  Clarke  reminded  parents 
of  their  role:  "I  also  strongly  urge 
all  parents  to  find  out  about  their 
children's  reading  standards  and 
to  participate  in  helping  to  im¬ 
prove  them. 

“The  best  standards  were  found 
in  schools  which  bad  dear  poli¬ 
cies,  clear  management  and  regu¬ 
lar  testing  of  pupils,  and  which  did 
not  rely  on  any  one  teaching 
method,”  said  Mr  Clarke.  “I  am 
relieved  to  find  that  very  few 
schools  rely  wholly  on  one  of  the 
newer  teaching  methods  such  as 


the  so-called  ‘real  books’  method. 
1  hope  that  those  who  do  win  give 
it  up.” 

Jack  Straw,  Labour’s  education 
spokesman,  said  the  findings  were 
a  deplorable  indictment  of  the 
government's  record  and  that  it 
was  a  national  scandal  that  one 
child  in  five  was  not  receiving 
adequate  reading  lessons.  Mr 


Straw  said:  “The  Government  has 
wasted  many  years  after  quite 
scandalously  abandoning  the  sys¬ 
tem  of  national  monitoring  of 
reading  standards  in  1988.” 

David  Hart,  secretary  of  the 
National  Association  of  Head 
Teachers,  said:  “The  real  message 
is  that  we  must  stop  looking 
backwards  to  see  if  standards  have 


fallen  and  start  to  look  forwards  by 
working  with  parents  and 
governors." 

Doug  McAvoy,  secretary  of  the 
National  Union  of  Teachers,  said: 
“Consideration  must  be  given  to 
the  impact  on  standards  of  factors 
such  as  teacher  turnover  amd 
shortages,  oversize  classes  and 
shortages  of  reading  materials.” 


Senior  Tory  tries  to  patch  up  row 


By  Peter  Mulligan 

A  SENIOR  Tory  official  yesterday 
paid  a  discreet  visit  to  Chelten¬ 
ham  in  an  effort  to  bring  to  an  end 
the  row  over  the  selection  of  a 
black  Conservative  candidate. 

Lord  Lane  of  Horfell,  chairman 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
National  Union  of  Conservative 
and  Unionist  Associations,  held  a 
one-and-a-half-hour  meeting  with 
both  sides  in  the  dispute  over  the 
adoption  of  John  Taylor,  the 
barrister  from  Birmingham. 

His  visit  will  be  seen  as  a  sign  of 
growing  concern  high  in  the  party 
at  the  bickering  whicb  has  split  the 
Tories  the  marginal  seat  of 
Cheltenham,  since  Mr  Taylor’s 
adoption.  The  dispute  has  contin¬ 
ued  in  spite  of  the  rapid  expulsion 


of  William  Galbraith  for  racist 
comments  about  Mr  Taylor. 

Lord  Lane  is  the  most  senior 
party  official  in  the  National 
Union;  his  role  is  to  oversee  the 
local  party  associations  and  grass¬ 
roots  membership.  He  met  local 
party  chiefs,  who.  favour  Mr 
Taylor's  selection,  and  members 
of  the  dissident  Tory  group  who 
are  seeking  to  overturn  it  The 
rebels  had  not  bad  direct  contact 
with  a  senior  party  figure  before. 

They  are  known  collectively  as 
the  "Cheltenham  Eight",  and  have 
gathered  a  petition  of  more  than 
130  signatures  which,  if  formally 
presented,  will  force  a  special 
general'  meeting  of  local  party 
members.  In  a  move  certain  to 
cause  further  official  anxiety,  they 


are  glum  thnwati-ning  to  fakff  their 
case  for  a  rerun  of  the  selection 
process  to  the  High  Court 

They  dismiss  any  suggestion  of 
racism,  and  say  that  they  should 
have  been  offered  a  choice  of 
candidates  at  the  adoption  meet¬ 
ing,  rather  than  Mr  Taylor  alone. 
Local  party  officers  insist  dial 
procedures  were  properly 
followed.' 

The  rebel  Tory  group  were  last 
night  considering  their  next  move. 
After  their  meeting  with  Lord 
Lane  at  the  offices  of  Cheltenham 
Conservative  Association,  neither 
side  would  comment 

Meanwhile  the  mayor  of 
Cheltenham,  Councillor  -  Bill 
BuDingham,  said  he  was  con¬ 
cerned  for  the  town’s  reputation. 


From  Charles  Bremnek 
in  NEW  YORK 

A  LONG-LOST  still-life  of  flow¬ 
ers,  by  Vincent  Van  Gogh,  has 
been  discovered  hanging  on  the 
wall  of  a  Midwestern  Americas 
family  who  long  believed  it  to  be  a 
reproduction.  The  Van  Gogh 
Rijks museum  in  .Amsterdam  yes- 
terdav  confirmed  that  it  bad 
identified  “Nature  Mone  Avec 
Fleurs",  an  oil -on-canvas.  16  ms 
by  I5fs!ins,  depicting  red  and 
plurple  flowers  in  a  vase. 

The  painting,  originally  bought 
by  a  Swiss  banker  in  the  early 
1900s,  was  spotted  by  John  Kuhn, 
an  expen  from  Leslie  Hindman,  a 
Chicago  auction  house,  when  he 
visited  the  home  of  a  couple  near 
Milwaukee  last  May  to  evaluate  a 
Picasso  drawing. 

“This  was  one  painting  that  I 
spotted  on  the  wall,”  Mr  Kuhn 
said  yesterday.  “They  believed  ii 
to  be  a  reproduction  and  it  turned 
out  it  wasn’L  I  had  a  good  feeling 
It  was  very  exciting.'' 

One  clue  to  the  origin  was  the 
unusual  signature the  letter  V  in 
the  lower  left-hand  corner  of  the 
pain  ling  and  a  device  used  by  the 
artist  at  the  time. 

He  declined  to  identify-  the 
couple.  It  took  six  months  for  the 
painting  to  be  verified  by  the  Van 
Gogh  museum. 

On  the  grounds  of  “style,  com¬ 
position,  brushstrokes  and  color¬ 
ation”,  the  painting  was  believed 
to  have  been  produced  by  Van 
Gogh  in  1886  or  1887,  the  period 
when  he  came  in  contact  with  the 
Impressionists. 

“It  has  all  tbe  characteristics 
typical  of  the  time  when  Van 
Gogh,  arriving  in  Paris  and  feeling 
the  need  for  a  lighter  palette, 
painted  many  still-lifes  of  flowers 
as  colour  studies.”  said  Han  van 
Crimpen,  the  museum's  research 
curator. 

The  painting  is  to  go  on  sale  in 
Chicago  in  March  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  value  of  between  S 500.000 
(£263.000)  and.  S 800,000  -  a 
relatively  modest  price  that  re¬ 
flects  the  fall  in  the  an  maxket  as 
well  as  the  existence  of  a  number 
of  similar  works  from  this  earlier 
Van  Gogh  period. 

His  “Portrait  of  Dr  Gachet” 
became  the  world’s  most  expen¬ 
sive  painting  when  it  fetched  $82. 5 
million  at  auction  last  May, 
surpassing  the  $53.9  million  paid 
in  1987  for  Van  Gogh’s  “Irises”. 

The  newly  discovered  work  was 
originally  acquired  by  Gebhard 
Adolf  Guyer,  who  made  his 
fortune  before  the  age  of  40 
running  the  Guyer  Zeller  Bank  in 
Zurich.  ' 

After  he  died,  in  the  late  1930s, 
his  collection  passed  through  fam¬ 
ily  members  to  the  current  own¬ 
ers.  Part  of  it  hangs  at  the 
Wildenstein  Gallery  in  New  York. 
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ACROSS 

1  Old  man’s  furry  creature  exhib¬ 
ited  in  fair  (8). 

9  Prince's  turn  for  a  drink  with  an 
actor  (8). 

10  What's  obscene  must  corrupt 
(4). 

11  Hard  to  convert  information 
while  being  conveyed  outside 
(12). 

13  It's  not  wrong  to  give  pounds  to 
very  poor  (6). 

14  Flag-ship  rounds  end  of  pier  (8). 

15  Superb  specimen  takes  the  bis¬ 
cuit  (7). 

16  It's  not  clear  how  days  should  be 
organized  (7). 

20  Physician  gets  completely  round 
the  course  (8). 

22  Surprised  a  maiden  with  a  final 
letter  (6). 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  18,498 
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23  Deckhand  has  two  sets  of  these 
(7-5). 

25  Unpleasant  character's  inclina¬ 
tion  (4). 

26  By  the  way,  this  is  an  attack 
without  a  leader  (8). 

27  Romeo,  for  example,  getting  call 
to  go  (4-4). 


DOWN 

2  Impractical  piece  of  furniture 
(8): 

3  What’s  good  enough  'e  extracted 
from  French  composer’s  works 
(12). 

4  Okl  fortress  in  Elba  still  exists 
(8). 

5  Mission  my  base's  ordered  (7). 

6  Huntsman  never  the  same 
again?  (6). 

7  Right  time  for  fashion  (4). 

8  Showy  white  flower  I  left  out  in 
wind  (8). 

12  Responsibility  for  minor  daily 
transport  (12). 

15  Wine  found  in  many  picnic  bas¬ 
kets  (8). 

17  Scope  for  capital  growth  (8). 

18  Aware  the  cuckoo  is  a  bird...  (8). 

19  —  and  this  one’s  yellow  (7). 

21  For  this  Latin  verse  I  need  a 
translation  (6). 

24  A  manner  or  expression  that's 
dismissive  (4). 

Concise  crossword,  page  18 


A  daily  safari  through  the 
language  jungle.  Which  of  the 
possible  definitions  is  correct? 

By  Philip  Howard 

TITUBATION 

a.  A  trumpet  fanfare 

b.  Propagation  by  tubers 

c.  Stumbling,  hesitancy 
SPELTER 

a.  A  rack&U 

b.  Impure  zinc 

c.  A  leguminous  seed  husk 
TCHOUKBALL 

a.  A  ball  game 

b.  An  Ottoman  judge 

c.  A  tree  toad 

soc 

a.  A  rawhide  boot 
b-  A  father-in-law 
c.  Right  to  hold  court 


The  Qualifying  puzzle  for  The  Times  Collins  Dictionaries  1991  Crossword  Championship  will  appear  on  Thursday, 
January  17. 
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Take-off 
for  Airbus 
operating 
profits 

AIRBUS  Industrie,  the  Euro¬ 
pean  aircraft  consortium,  has 
reported  operating  profits  for 
the  first  time  since  its  founda¬ 
tion  over  20  years  ago  (Wolf¬ 
gang  Munchaii  writes). 

Jean  Pierson,  the  managing 
director,  said  the  profits  were 
“substantial”  but  refused  to 
disclose  the  figures.  Under 
French  Jaw,  Airbus  is  not  a 
company  but  a  “groupe 
d’inforei  economique”  (GIE), 
and  not  obliged  to  file 
accounts. 

East  year.  Airbus,  which  is 
owned  by  four  European  aero¬ 
space  companies  including 
British  Aerospace  with  20  per 
cent,  delivered  aircraft  worth  a 
total  of  £2.42  billion  and  had 
orders  totalling  £14.3  billion. 

The  news  will  boost  long¬ 
standing  plans  by  BAe  and 
Deutsche  Aerospace,  a  Daim¬ 
ler-Benz  subsidiary  with  37.9 
per  cent,  to  turn  Airbus  into  a 
commercial  operation,  which 
would  involve  a  change  of  its 
status  under  French  law. 

Over  the  years.  Airbus  has 
made  strong  inroads  into  the 
world  aircraft  market.  A  cru¬ 
cial  test  for  the  European 
consortium  will  be  the  de¬ 
cision  by  British  Airways, 
which  has  yet  to  place  an  order 
for  Airbus  aircraft,  over  the 
replacement  of  its  ageing 
DClOand  Tristar  fleet  Airbus 
and  Boeing  are  currently 
locked  in  a  contest  and  BA  is 
expected  to  announce  its  de¬ 
cision  soon. 

NatWest  cuts 

COUNTY  NatWest  the  sec¬ 
urities  arm  of  National  West¬ 
minster  Bank,  is  offering 
voluntary  redundancies  to  the 
160  staff  in  its  Tokyo  opera¬ 
tion  and  halxing  the  size  of  its 
offices.  The  firm  lost  £10 
millionlast  year  after  the  To¬ 
kyo  stock  market  collapsed. 

Comment,  page  25 

Ratios  reduced 

The  Bank  of  England  is  cut¬ 
ting  the  cash  deposit  ratios 
banks  must  keep  interest  free 
with  it  from  0.45  to  0.4  per 
cent  of  eligible  liabilities.  The 
Bank  will  return  £190  million 
to  commercial  banks. 

Comment,  page  25 


Wakeham  limits  sale  of  generators  to  60% 


By  Martin  Waller 

JOHN  Wakeham.  the  energy  sec¬ 
retary,  has  bowed  to  pressure  from 
his  Whitehall  advisers  Ayadfri 
to  limit  the  sale  of  the  two  electricity 
generators.  National  Power  and 
PowerGen,  to  60  per  cent  of  the 
companies*  shares  at  this 
The  government  will  retain  a  40 
per  cent  stake  in  both  for  at  least  two 
years  and,  observers  believe,  prob¬ 
ably  significantly  longer. 

The  decision  wifi  anger  both  the 
companies  concerned  and  displease 
City  investors,  who  have  argued 
against  a  partial  sale, 

The  apparent  climb-down  ends 


weeks  of  speculation  over  just  bow 
the  government  would  arrange  the 
flotation  of  the  generators  and 
ensure  no  repeat  of  the  fiasco  that 
arose  when  it  sold  off  the  distrib¬ 
utors.  The  decision  came  the  day 
before  the  start  of  the  formal 
marketing  campaign  for  tbe  sale, 

Mr  Wakeham  claimed  last  night 
that  the  decision  to  go  down  the 
partial  sale  route  had  been  taken  on 
investment  grounds  and  had  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  the  criticism  that  the 
government  suffered  after  the 
distributors  were  sold,  or  with  the 
current  unstable  conditions  on  the 
stock  market 

Mr  Wakeham  said  the  derision 


had  been  taken  after  foe  end  of 
negotiations  'with  the  two  com¬ 
panies  over  the  level  of  debt  they 
would  cany  post-privatisation  and 
on  dividend  and  profit  forecasts. 

“You  can’t,  make  a  decision  on 
your  investment  until  you  see  what 
you  have  got  to  sell”  he  said-  “The 
view  I  took  is  that  the  generating 
businesses  are  really  quite  signifi¬ 
cantly  different  from  the  distribu¬ 
tion  companies. 

“The  distributors  are  in  a  sense 
doing  very  much  in  the  private 
sector  what  they  are  doing  in  the 
public  sector.  The  generators  are 
operating  in  a  new  market  I  take  the 
view  that  I  want  to  be  a  holder  of 


those  shares  for  the  tune  being.  I 
believe  that  those  companies  will  be 
better  appreciated  by  the  market  in 
two  years’  time.” 

The  decision  to  sell  just  part  of  the 
generators  was  made  to  maximise 
proceeds  for  the  Exchequer,  he  said. 

Mr  Wakeham  added  that  the 
government  retained  the  right  to 
introduce  further  “innovations” 
into  the  flotation,  apparently  a 
reference  to  a  possible  sale  by  tender 
of  some  of  the  shares. 

•  Three  of  tbe  12  distributors  in 
England  and  Wales  have  said  they 
are  well  on  track  for  the  profit  and 
dividend  forecasts  made  in  the 
prospectus  bite  last  year.  Northern 


Oil  price  soars 
on  breakdown 
of  Geneva  talks 


made  pre-tax  profits  of  £35  million 
in  foe  six  months  to  end-September. 
Southern  made  £23.7  million  in  the 
same  period,  and  the  corresponding 
figure  from  East  Midlands  was  £1 4.8 
million. 

The  figures  cover  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year  for  which  foe 
companies  have  already  issued 
profit  forecasts  and  are  foe  first  to  be 
released  by  a  distributor.  They  also 
reveal  that  foe  three  incurred 
restructuring  and  privatisation  costs 
totalling  £8.9  million  in  tbe  first 
half,  during  which  they  were  still 
owned  by  foe  government 

Wakeham  bites  bullet,  page  25 


PETER  TRJEVNOH 


OIL  prices  soared  within 
minutes  of  the  American 
statement  in  Geneva  that 
peace  talks  had  failed. 

In  New  York,  Nymex  fu¬ 
tures  rose  more  than  $6  to  $30 
as  James  Baker,  the  American 
secretary  of  state  was  speak¬ 
ing,  reversing  earlier  falls  on 
hopes  of  a  peaceful  solution. 
Wall  Street,  which  had  been 
up  more  tha  n  40  points  earlier 
in  foe  day,  was  up  2.48  and 
falling  fast  at  2,51 1.88. 

Earlier  in  London,  the  price 
of  oil  fell  to  levels  last  seen 
before  foe  invasion  of  Kuwait, 
with  February  Brent  down 
$4.40  a  barrel  to  $22.30. 

Share  prices  had  risen  in 
London  on  early  New  York 


By  Our  City  staff 

sharply  as  the  currency  mar-  The  trade-weighted  index  fin- 
kets  thought  foe  extended  ished  0.1  point  higher  at  94. 
talks  between  America  and  Oil  prices  had  been  driven 
Iraq  were  a  sign  that  foe  lower  by  a  report  from  the 
chances  of  a  peaceful  settle-  International  Energy  Agency, 
ment  in  foe  Gulf  had  which  monitors  oil  output  and 
increased.  consumption,  estimating  that 

With  less  need  to  seek  a  safe  crude  slocks  held  by  western 
haven,  dealers  started  sell  foe  nations  now  cover  three 
dollar  in  late  afternoon  while  months  of  forward  consump- 


Mr  Baker  and  Tariq  Aziz,  foe  non,  an  eight-year  high. 


Iraqi  foreign  minister,  were 
still  talking  in  Geneva. 

It  fell  almost  three  pfennigs 


The  agency,  based  in  Paris, 
is  to  meet  tomorrow  to  con¬ 
sider  what  action  to  take  in  foe 


and  nearly  2.5  yen,  also  sbed-  event  of  war.  According  to  tbe 
ding  nearly  two  cents  against  agency,  foe  24  members  of  foe 


the  pound  by  the  London 
dose  in  jittery,  but  cautious 
markets,  marked  by  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  big  players. 

Jim  O’Neill  currency 
economist  at  Swiss  Bank 


tf^E-TL°nd°?iVclc>fd  °ear  ^  ^  ^  Geaeva  mcss_ 

FT-SE  100  Index  finished  -9.0  dollar”  with  foe  main  benefi- 
up  at  2, 1-8.9.  The  dollar  cfary  the  yen.  "The  pound 
dropped  sharply  against  the  does  not  like  peace  either,”  he 
pound  and  the  German  mark.  said. 

Brent  crude  for  February  Sterling  had  managed  to 
delivery  had  fellen  as  fears  of  g^n  against  the  mark,  which 
massive  disruption  to  oil  imdw  pressure  from  fears  of 
fields  in  the  Middle  East  had  unrest  in  the  Soviet  Union. 


Organisation  for  Economic 
Cooperation  and  Develop¬ 
ment  are  bolding  469  minion 
tonnes  of  oil  after  building  up 
stocks  at  a  rate  of  200,000 
bands  per  day  (bpd)  in  the 
final  three  months  of  1990. 
Tbe  IEA  had  forecast  a  draw¬ 
down  of  500,000  bpd. 

Oil  producing  nations  hold 
about  100  million  barrels  of 
unsold  oil  twice  normal  lev¬ 
els.  Saudi  Arabia  and  Iran 
account  for  50  per  cent,  of 


Gasping  for  lower  interest  rates:  John  Hardman,  chairman  of  Asda,  yesterday 

Growing  Asda  falls  to  £61m 


receded,  trading  below  $23,  a  moved  above  DM2, 
level  last  seen  on  August  3,  foe  fore  pacing  h «rv  as 
day  before  the  invasion  of  haven  quality  faded. 
Kuwait.  In  London  it  endec 


under  pressure  from  fears  of  Opec’s  average  daily  output  of 
unrest  in  the  Soviet  Union,  23.5  million  bands  in  Decem- 


moved  above  DM2.9250,  be-  her,  up  from  23.2  million  in 
fore  easing  back  as  its  safe-  November.  Saudi  output  was 


US  dollar 

1  .9270  (+0.0205) 

German  mark 
29146  (-0.0024) 
Exchange  index 
94.0  (+0.1) 


Kuwait.  In  London  it  ended  almost  a 

Share  prices  had  made  quarter  of  a  pfennig  weaker 
strong  gains.  A  near  40-point  from  Tuesday’s  dose  at 
rise  during  tbe  first  hour  of  DM2.9 1 46,  slipping  bdow  the 
trading  on  Wall  Street  had  French  franc  at  the  bottom 
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FT  30  Share 

1668.5  (+31.6) 

FT-SE  100 
2128.9  (+29.0) 

New  York  Dow  Jones 

2541.58  (+32.17)* 

Tokyo  Nikkei  Avge 

22969.27  (+71.43) 

Closing  Prices  ...  Page  27 

Major  indices  and 
major  changes  Page  26 


London;  Bank  Base:  14% 

3-month  Interbank  iSP’s-lSIHb 
3month  eligible  btH9:i3'  ’a?-l3* 

US:  Prime  Rate  9%% 

Federal  Funds  JF*%* 

3-month  Treasury  Bills  6-37-6.36'“' 
30-year  bonds  I05”a?-105is3j' 


enabled  London  to  dose  near 
its  best  levels  of  the  day.  But 
trading  remained  very  thin 
with  a  turnover  of  just  405 
million  share s. 

Tbe  dollar  had  dropped 


end  of  the  exchange-rate 
mechanism,  but  holding 
above  the  Danish  krone. 
Against  foe  retreating  dollar  it 
advanced  nearly  two  cents  to 
$1.9270  at  the  London  close. 


tded.  maintained  at  8.2  million  bpd 

aided  almost  a  for  the  second  consecutive 
Eennig  weaker  month. 

’s  dose  at  Supplies  from  foe  North 
ping  bdow  the  Sea,  one  of  the  largest  sources 
t  the  bottom  of  oil  outside  foe  Middle  East, 
exchange-rate  were  unchanged  from  Novezn- 
but  holding  ber  at  4.1  million  barrels  per 
anish  krone,  day- 


Markets,  page  26 
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By  Coun  Campbell 

ASDA  Group,  the  food-to-fur- 
nisbings  supermarket  group 
that  paid  £705  million  for  60 
Gateway  outlets  last  year,  says 
higher  interest  rates  hurt  prof¬ 
its  in  foe  six  months  to 
November  10  and  tbe  retail 
sales  dimate  in  1991  is  likely 
to  remain  “unsympathetic”. 

John  Hardman,  chairman, 
adds  foe  programme  of  con¬ 
verting  Gateway  outlets  is  on 
time  and  oq  budget,  and  tbe 
benefits  of  this  will  be  evident 
in  Asda’s  1992  full  year. 

Pre-tax  profits  in  the  28 
weeks  to  November  10  were 


£60.8  million  against  £83.5  Allied  Maples  bad  shown  a 
million,  on  a  group  turnover  £3.2  million  operating  loss 


of £2.25  billion  (£1.59  billion). 
The  interim  dividend  is  an 
unchanged  1.85p  a  share. 

Asda’s  results  were  above 
general  market  expectations, 
and  the  shares  rose  6p  to  124p. 

Total  sales  within  the  orig¬ 
inal  Asda  chain  rose  by  15.7 
per  cent,  with  non-food  up  by 
7.7  per  cent.  “A  notable 
achievement  in  difficult  mar¬ 
kets,”  Mr  Hardman  said. 


compared  with  a  previous 


NEDC 

rejects 
call  to 
realign 

By  Phtup  Bassett 

INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

THE  government.  Bank  of 
England,  business  leaders  and 
trade  unions  have  united  in 
rejecting  any  idea  of  a  realign¬ 
ment  of  sterling  within  foe 
European  exchange-rate 
mechanism. 

Tbe  united  front  came  in 
response  to  suggestions  from 
some  economists  for  a  revalu¬ 
ation  of  foe  pound  from  its 
level  of  DM2.95,  phis  or  min¬ 
us  6  per  cenL  They  claim  the 
government  took  Britain  into 
the  ERM  at  too  high  an  ex¬ 
change  rate,  and  believe  a  re¬ 
alignment  would  allow  Britain 
to  reduce  interest  rates. 

The  idea  was  rejected,  how¬ 
ever.  at  the  quarterly  meeting 
of  foe  National  Economic 
Development  Council. 

Norman  Lamont,  the  Chan¬ 
cellor,  insisted  that  there  was 
no  question  of  foe  govern¬ 
ment  making  any  change  in 
sterling’s  level  within  foe 
ERM. 

He  was  joined  by  Robin 
Leigh-Pemberton ,  governor  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  and  Sir 
Brian  Corby,  president  of  the 
Confederation  of  British  In¬ 
dustry,  who  both  spoke  about 
how  damaging  to  foe  economy 
any  realignment  would  be. 

They  maintained  that  any 
realignment  so  soon  after 
ERM  entry  would  create 
expectations  of  further  down¬ 
ward  realignments  in  the 
future,  and  would  eventually 
lead  to  interest  rates  being 
higher,  rather  than  lower.  The 
CBI  pressed  its  case  again  for 
lower  interest  rates. 

The  TUC  said  a  realign¬ 
ment  at  a  time  when  other 
countries  were  doing  foe  same 
would  be  helpful  but  Mr 
Leigh-Pemberton  said  other 
countries  in  Europe  were 
proud  of  not  having  revalued 
over  the  last  four  years,  and  so 
foe  likelihood  of  such  a  con¬ 
certed  move  was  extremely 
small. 

Mr  Lamont  accepted  that 
1991  would  be  a  “difficult 


£3.8  million  operating  profit  year”,  but  expected  there  to  be 
because  of  the  effect  of  high  good  progress  in  the  reduction 


interest  rates  on  turnover. 
Asda  paid  £42  million  in 


of  inflation  during  foe  year. 
He  said  he  did  not  take  it 


interest  on  borrowings  in  the  amiss  that  there  might  be  a 
first  half  compared  with  net  “modest”  deficit  overall  in  a 
receipts  of  £4.5  million  in  the  recessionary  year,  provided 
first  half  previously,  but  says  there  was  a  balanced  budget 
costs  are  under  tight  control.  over  foe  unspecified  period  of 
Mr  Hardman  believes  foe  the  economic  cycle  as  a  whole. 


prospects  for  food  sales  are 


He  said  foe  household,  lei-  encouraging  in  1991,  and  that 
sure,  clothing  and  footwear  non-food  interests  will  con- 


departments  had  outper¬ 
formed  tbe  market  in  difficult 
trading  conditions,  but  that 


tin  ue  to  perform  well 


Tempos,  page  25 


Both  the  Bank  of  England 
and  the  Bank  of  Scotland  said 
British  banks  had  supported 
industrial  companies  through¬ 
out  foe  Eighties  and  would 
continue  to  do  so. 


Dixons  ahead  of 
forecasts  at  £27m 


By  Gillian  Bowditch 


Pan  Am  owes  $4m 
to  UK  companies 

From  Philip  Robinson  in  new  york 
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DIXONS  Groap,  the  elec¬ 
trical  retailer  that  incorporates 
Currys,  had  a  better  Christmas 
than  most  stores  groups  with 
strong  sales  of  camcorders, 
computers  and  home  faxes. 

Total  takings  were  up  on 
last  year  and  the  average  ticket 
price  rose  9  per  cent  at 
Christmas.  The  trading  mar¬ 
gin  has  also  improved.  Stanley 
Kalms,  foe  group’s  chairman, 
said  foe  January  sale  had 
started  well  and  he  is  cau¬ 
tiously  optimistic  for  the  year. 

Pre-tax  profits  for  foe  group 
were  higher  than  expected  at 
£27.2  million,  down  from  £32 
million  in  foe  six  months  to 
November  10.  Sales  fen  from 
£910  minion  to  £812  million 
and  earnings  per  share  fell 
from  4.9p  to  3.4p.The  interim 
dividend  is  held  at  I.6p. 

.Analysts  upgraded  their 
profits  forecasts  for  foe  year. 
Warburg’s  forecast  has  risen 
from  £55  million  to  £60 
million.  John  Smith,  at  Phil¬ 


lips  &  Drew,  has  increased  his 
forecast  from  £58  million  to 
£68  million.  The  shares  rose 
7p  to  146p. 

Extended  warranties  helped 
pushed  retail  profits  in  Britain 
to  £1 1.9  million,  including  £5 
million  of  excess  provisions 
from  foe  warranty  business. 
Property  profits  held  up  well 
in  difficult  market  conditions, 
contributing  £9.8  million 
(down  from  £25  million). 

Dixons’  sales  on  a  like-for- 
like  basis  were  2.5  per  cent 
lower  in  the  first  half  but 
significantly  up  from  the  end 
of  August.  At  Currys,  super¬ 
store  Kke-for-hke  sales  rose  2.4 
per  cent  but  high  street  sales 
fell  10.1  percent 

In  America,  Sflo  made  a  loss 

of  £2.3  nullion,  down  from  a 
profit  of  £1.1  million.  Mr 
Kalms  says  American  busi¬ 
ness  is  suffering  from  a  full- 
blooded  recession. 

Tempos,  page  23 


BRITISH  companies  are 
owed  more  than  $4  million  by 
foe  collapsed  airline  Pan 
American  and  rank  among  its 
20  largest  creditors,  according 
to  papers  filed  with  the  New 
York  bankruptcy  court  Pan 
Am’s  debts  total  almost  $1 
billion. 

BAA,  formerly  tbe  British 
Airports  Authority,  is  owed 
$2.5  million  in  landing  fees 
and  other  rent  and  Pan  Am 
still  owes  British  Airways  $1.5 
million  from  a  legal  action 
filed  after  tbe  collapse  of  the 
Freddie  Laker  Skytrain  a  de¬ 
cade  ago.  A  Pan  Am  spokes¬ 
man  said  both  payments  had 
been  frozen. 

But  because  Pan  Am  air¬ 
liners  are  still  flying  and  using 
its  facilities,  BAA  is  being  paid 
on  a  short  term  basis.  The 
spokesman  could  not  give 
immediate  details  of  how  this 
is  being  done.  A  BAA  spokes¬ 
man  said  that  foe  $2.5  million 
owed  it  by  Pan  Am  was 


regarded  as  “a  good  debt”.  He 
said:  “If  necessary  we  could 
always  seize  their  aircraft  but 
that  is  not  our  intention  at  the 
moment.  Pan  Am  are  still 
operating  and  will  doubtless 
settle  this  in  the  usual  way.” 

Airlines  often  pay  their 
landing  fees  and  other  charges 
months  in  arrears  and  it 
would  not  be  unusual  for  an 
airline  of  Pan  Am’s  size  to  run 
up  outstanding  debts  of  foe 
amount  now  owed.  Pan  Am’s 
largest  creditor  is  its  own 
pension  fund,  owed  $490  mil¬ 
lion.  The  carrier,  America’s 
seventh  largest  and  foe  third 
to  go  bankrupt  in  two  years, 
owes  $Z5  million  to  its  long¬ 
distance  telephone  company, 
American  Telephone  &  Tele¬ 
graph,  and  is  disputing  an 
American  Inland  Revenue 
claim  of  $20.2  million.  Top¬ 
ping  foe  list  of  banks  which 
bought  Pan  Am  debt  is 
MicUantic  National  Bank, 
owed  $230  million. 


GUESS  WHERE 
IN  BRITAIN 
THE  CRIME  RATE 
IS  ACTUALLY 


Sir  Michael  fires  salvo  at  brokers 


By  Neil  Bennett 

SIR  Michael  Richardson  is  not  a  man 
who  bothers  with  dining  room  small  talk. 
So  when  he  spoke  to  guests  at  a  press 
lunch  in  Tokyo  yesterday,  he  treated 
them  to  foe  bleakest  forecast  yet  made  of 
the  outlook  for  City  stockbrokmg  firms. 

Sir  Michael,  foe  recently-appointed 
chairman  of  Smith  New  Court,  foe 
independent  stockbroker,  told  journal¬ 
ists  that  foe  number  of  market-making 
firms  in  London  would  halve  in  the  next 
three  years  from  foe  present  total  of  27. 

“The  Big  Bang  was  a  double-barrelled 
shotgun,”  he  declared.  “The  second 
trigger  will  go  off  There  will  be  further 
job  losses  and  bankers  and  merchant 
bankers  will  have  to  realign  themselves." 

Sir  Michael  applauded  the  Japanese 
for  their  cautious  approach  in  foe  City 
since  Big  Bang  and  said  there  was  now 
scope  for  agreed  takeovers  by  Japanese 


firms.  “One  or  two  merchant  banks  in 
London  could  be  for  sale,”  he  said. 
“Japanese  firms  would  be  welcome  if 
they  came  in  now  ” 

Quite  why  Sir  Michael  should  reveal 
his  prognostications  in  an  off-foe-cuff 
speech  in  Tokyo’s  Foreign  Corres¬ 
pondent’s  Qub  is  unclear.  He  was  on  his 
first  visit  to  Smith’s  Office  in  the 
Japanese  capital  since  talcing  up  his 
appointment  last  May.  Smith’s  senior 
executives  quickly  distanced  themselves 
from  the  speech,  saying  his  remarks  were 
not  foe  views  of  foe  firm.  They  stressed 
he  was  not  negotiating  the  sort  of  offer  or 
co-operation  deal  his  speech  advocated. 

Even  so,  it  is  a  timely  warning  of  foe 
difficulties  London's  broken  are  still 
suffering. 

The  first  barrel  of  foe  shotgun  has 
already  had  its  effect  throughout  the 
City.  After  foe  crash,  employment  in 


London  stockbrokers  fell  by  1,100  to 
24,400  by  foe  end  of  1989  from  its  peak 
in  1988,  and  is  thought  to  have  fallen  by 
more  than  1,000  since.  And  there  has 
been  a  gradual  retreat  from  market- 
making.  Well-known  casualties  include 
Moigan  Grenfell.  Laing  &  Cruickshank, 
Kitcat  &  Aitken  and  Chase  Manhattan. 

The  trigger  to  the  second  barrel  may 
well  have  been  fired  when  Iraq  invaded 
Kuwait  The  slump  in  tbe  second  half  of 
1990  has  already  caused  casualties. 
Barclays  de  Zoete  Wedd,  Laing  & 
Cruickshank,  County  NatWest  and 
Hoare  Govett  all  announced  redundancy 
programmes  just  before  Christinas. 

Until  now,  however,  most  m^jor  firms 
have  preferred  to  cut  back  their  market- 
making  and  broking  arms,  rather  than 
suffer  foe  indignity  of  outright  closure.  If 
fighting  begins  in  the  Gulf  next  week  it 
may  rob  foe  loss-makers  of  this  option. 


There's  only  one  major  conurbation  in  Britain  where  the 
overall  crime  rate  fell  last  year. 

What's  more,  in  established  industrial  areas,  burglary  and 
theft  was  down  for  the  fourth  year  in  succession. 

And  for  businesses  on  land  regenerated  by  the  area',5  Development 
Corporation,  last  year's  reduction  was  a  dramatic  28%. 
Where  is  it?  Surprisingly,  ifs  Merseyside. 

We  can  tell  you  hundreds  of  surprising  fads  about  Merseyside,  and 
ils  unique  new  wave  of  investment  opportunity.  Write  to  Harvey 
Sunderland,  Merseyside  Development  Corporation,  Dept  02,  Royal 
liver  Building,  Pier  Head,  Liverpool  L3  1JH  -  or  dial  100  and  ask 
for  freephone  1723. 
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Summer 

shares 

suspended 

SHARES  in  Summer  Inter¬ 
national,  the  educational  trad¬ 
ing  group,  have  been  suspend¬ 
ed  at  15p  pending  “clarifica¬ 
tion  of  the  financial  position” 
and  refinancing  and  restruc¬ 
turing. 

David  Sinclair,  chairman, 
said  the  company  was  in  talks 
with  a  number  of  potential  in¬ 
vestors  interested  in  taking  a 
stake  to  release  funds  for 
expansion.  Summer’s  banks 
remained  supportive,  but 
were  unwilling  to  provide  the 
working  capital  needed. 

Summer  has  decided  to 
defer  payment  of  £369,000  of 
dividends  dne  on  its  pref¬ 
erence  shares  on  January  31, 
to  be  paid  when  refinancing 
has  been  completed. 

Profits  fall 

Pre-tax  profits  at  Sidney  C 
Banks,  the  grain  and  agri¬ 
cultural  merchant,  fell  to 
£1.14  million  (£1.23  million) 
in  the  six  months  to  cnd- 
October,  despite  turnover  of 
to  £98.  S  million  (£74.1  mil¬ 
lion).  Earnings  per  share 
slipped  to  l  Op  ( 1 1 .6p),  but  the 
interim  dividend  is  held  at 
2.5p.  The  shares  were  un¬ 
changed  at  138p. 

Pilkington  deal 

Pilkington,  the  glass  maker,  is 
to  sell  Kitsons  Insulation  Con¬ 
tractors  and  Kitsons  Environ¬ 
mental  Services,  to  G  &  H 
Montague  of  Germany.  To¬ 
gether  they  represent  less  than 
1  per  cent  of  assets. 

Bank  privatised 

The  Pakistan  government  has 
sold  5 1  per  cent  stake  ofMCB, 
one  of  five  state-run  banks,  to 
a  group  of  12  local  companies 
for  $38  million  as  part  of  a 
new  privatisation  drive. 


Investment 
in  chemical 
industry  ‘to 
fall  by  10%’ 

By  Philip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


JAMES  GRAY 


PROSPECTS  of  a  large  cut  in 
manufacturing  industry  in¬ 
vestment  have  been  raised  by 
a  forecast  from  the  chemical 
industry  that  it  will  sharply 
reduce  its  spending  plans  this 
year. 

Business  leaders  have  been 
hopeful  that  despite  Britain's 
current  economic  downturn, 
investment  would  be  main¬ 
tained.  But  yesterday's  fore¬ 
cast  by  the  chemical  industry, 
the  third-Jargest  group  within 
British  manufacturing,  casts 
doubt  on  the  ability  of  manu¬ 
facturing  industry  to  weather 
the  current  recession  without 
a  large  cut  in  investment. 

Presenting  the  annual  busi¬ 
ness  outlook  forecasts  for  the 
rhwniraii  industry,  Richard 
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Lilley  blocks  bid 
for  chemicals  firm 

By  Wolfgang  MOnchau 

EUROPEAN  BUSINESS  CORRESPONDENT 


PETER  Lilley,  the  trade  sec¬ 
retary.  has  blocked  the  bid  by 
NL  Industries,  an  American 
chemicals  group,  for  Perchem, 
a  British  specialist  chemicals 
manufacturer  and  a  subsidiary 
of  Akzo  of  Holland.  This 
followed  the  publication  yes¬ 
terday  of  a  report  by  the 
Monopolies  Commission.  . 
The  merger  would  have 


manufacturer  of  organodays- 
Vhali/NL,  the  market  leader, 
Baroid  and  Perchem  would 
have  had  more  than  50  per 
cent  of  the  market  for  low 
grade  oiganoclays,  which  are 
used  in  oil  drilling  to  prevent 
overheating. 

The  monopolies  investiga¬ 
tion  was  launched  after  com¬ 
plaints  from  the  North  Sea  oil 


given  the  new  grouping  ^  a  industry  which  feared  higher 
dominant  share  in  the  Euro-  prices.  The  merged  company 


pean  market  for  oiganoclays, 
or  specialist  chemical  ad¬ 
ditives.  Vahli,  NL’s  holding 
company,  owns  44  per  cent  of 
Baroid,  Europe’s  third  largest 


would  have  dominated  the 
European  market  for  high 
grade  oiganoclays,  used  as 
paint  additives,  with  a  share  of 
between  a  third  and  a  half. 


Freeman,  chairman  of  the 
Chemical  Industries’  Associ¬ 
ation’s  economic  appraisal 
committee,  forecast  that  in¬ 
vestment  in  the  British  chemi¬ 
cal  industry  -would  be  cut  by 
more  than  10  per  cent  in  1991. 

Mr  Freeman,  who  is  also 
chief  economist  of  ICI,  said 
that  total  investment  in  west¬ 
ern  Europe,  including  Britain, 
is  expected  to  be  unchanged 
this  year,  after  rising  by  nearly 
8  per  c*nt  last  year,  though  he 
accepted  that  the  association 
would  not  be  surprised  if 
investment  across  Europe  was 
cut  further  than  suggested. 

Mr  Freeman  confirmed  that 
overall  chemical  output  in 
Britain  is  expected  to  fkD  by  at 
least  a  further  1  per  cent  this 
year.  Domestic  chemical  de¬ 
mand  is  expected  to  fall  1.5 
per  cent  Import  -volumes  are 
now  expected  to  tail  ofi,  rising 
by  1  per  cent,  exports  are  also 
expected  to  slow  down,  rising 
by  2  per  cent  this  year. 

Mr  Freeman  said  that  on 
this  basis,  there  would,  for  the 
first  time  for  several  years,  be 
an  improvement  in  the  in¬ 
dustry’s  real  trade  balance  in 
Britain,  which  is  now  forecast 
to  rise  from  £2.4  billion  last 
year  to  £2.6  billion  this  year. 

He  estimated  that  prices  in 
the  industry  would  rise  by  S 
per  cent  this  year,  while  em¬ 
ployment,  which  fell  last  year 
by  about  1  per  cent,  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  decline  by  2  per  cent 
this  year,  to  about  310,000. 

In  the  various  sectors,  as  the 
table  indicates,  the  pattern  is 
expected  to  be  patchy  com¬ 
pared  with  1990,  but  still 
shows  signs  of  a  downturn. 

He  told  the  chemical  associ¬ 
ation’s  Business  Outlook  con¬ 
ference,  in  London,  that 
chemical  industries  across 
continental  Europe  were  not 
forecasting  such  difficulties  as 
those  facing  Britain. ' 

Mr  Freeman  said;  “There  is 
no  doubt  that  1991  will  be  a 
weak  year,  but  it  will  be 
substantially  better  both  in  the 
UK  and  the  rest  of  western 
Europe  than  1980 and  1981.”. 

Chemicals  were  often 
among  the  first  -  sectors  to 
show  signs  of  an  upturn  dur¬ 
ing  a  recession,  though  Mr 
Freeman  said  that  he  saw  no 
signs  of  any  such  change  yeL 


Record  profits:  David  McErlain,  of  Southern 

Southern  draws 
down  loan  of  £2.5i 


By  Jonathan  Prynn 

SOUTHERN  Business 
Group,  the  photocopier  leas¬ 
ing  company,  has  drawn  down 
on  its  loan  facilities,  in  case 
the  UK  banking  system  has 
full-scale  liquidity  problems. 

Roger  tim penny,  the  fi¬ 
nance  director,  said  the  com¬ 
pany  had  drawn  down  £2.5 
million  late  last  year. 

The  rash  is  on  deposit  in  the 
money  markets  at  a  net  in¬ 
terest  cost  of  one  percentage 


point,  and  gives  Southern  a 
total  of  £6.8  million  on 
deposit 

Southern,  whose  chairman 
is  David  McErlain.  also  an¬ 
nounced  record  pre-tax  profits 
of  £14  million  for  the  year  to 
end-September  (£10.3  mil¬ 
lion).  A  final  dividend  of 
1.62p  makes  2.56p  for  the 
year. 


Tempos,  page  25 


FM  radio 
winner 
must  pay 
£lm  fee 

By  Melinda  WmsrocK 

MEDIA  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  winner  of  Britain’s  firat 
national"  commercial  radio 
franchise  win  have  to  pay  the 
Radio  Authority  a  licence  fee 
of  £1  million  a  year  for  the 
eight  years  of  its  contract,  the 
newly-created  regulatory  org¬ 
anisation  The  winner 

will  also  have  to  pay  4  per  cent 
of  its  annual  advertising  rev¬ 
enue  to  the  Treasury. 

The  licence  for  the  coveted 
“non-pop”  FM  franchise  will 
go  to  the  highest  cash  bidder, 
provided  format  and  financial 
requirements  are  meL 

The  Radio  Aothori  ty,  which 
will  invite  applications  for 
bids  tomorrow,  has  also  told 
bidders  they  must  pay  a 
£10,000  application  fee. 

Broadcasting  analysts  are 
unsure  how  high  bids  will  be, 
but  say  few  will  risk  bidding 
too  high  as  the  profitability  of 
the  venture,  particularly  if  it  is 
awarded  to  a  purely  classical 
station,  are  too  difficult  to 
gaage- 

The  worst  advertising  reces¬ 
sion  in  living  memory  has  also 
deterred  many  of  the  30-odd 
consortia  who  declared  their 
interest  in  the  autumn  from 
bidding  at  all 

Some  analysts  suggest  a 
bid  of  about  £8  million  or 
£9  million  will  be  sufficient  to 
win.  But  Tim  Scboonmaker, 
managing  director  of  Emap 
Radio  which  has  joined  with 
Harvey  Goldsmith’s  Allied 
Entertainment,  CLT,  the  Lux¬ 
emburg  broadcaster,  and 
Yorkshire  Television,  expects 
the  bids  to  be  much  higher. 

Lord  Chalfont,  the  Radio 
Authority  chairman,  said  the 
station  is  expected  to  reach  85 
per  cent  of  the  population 
within  two  years  of  the  licence 
being  awarded.  The  closing 
date  for  applications  is  April 
22,  with  the  winner  being 
declared  by  late  July. 


Yelverton  turns  to  ice-cream 


By  Matihew  Bond 

SIX  years  seems  a  long  time  to 
wait  for  the  right  deal  to  come 
along.  But  the  patience  shown 
by  Henry  Clarke,  an  American 
businessman,  has  paid  off 
The  deal  also  means  the  end 
of  one  of  the  stock  market's 
best  known-  “shell”  com¬ 
panies,  _ Yelverton.  Invest¬ 

ments.  . 

■  Yelverton  is- to  acquire  the 
ice-cream .  interests  of  HiQs- 
down  Holdings  and  change  its 
name  to  Clarke  Foods.  Its 
shares  were  suspended  at  39p. 


Details  remain  vague,  al¬ 
though  it  is  dear  Hillsdown 
will  take  a  1&75  percent  stake 
in  the  enlarged  Clarke  Foods. 
It  is  also  subscribing  for  £5.5 
million  preference  shares. 

Clarke  Foods  will  have  an 
exciting  future,  as  ft  tries  to 
become  a  third  force  in  the  ice- 
cr ea  m  ■  market . behind 
Unilever  and  Ailied-Lyons. 
But  Clarke  Foods'  future  will 
have  trouble  matching 
Yelvertoa’s  pasL 

Yelverton  has  enjoyed  var¬ 
ied  fortunes  in  the  Eighties 


under  such  talents  as  Jim 
Slater,  John  Bentley  and 
Count  Jan  Badeni 
Mr  Clarke  started  buying 
shares  in  the  company  six 
years  ago,  but  it  was  only  two 
years  ago  that  he  got  the 
company  ready  to  switch  from 
inveszxnenx  to  trading.  But 
once  "  he  marfe  that  decision 
Mr  Darke  kept  returning  to 
ice  cream,  an  industry  in 
which  he  first  invested  in  the 
United  States  when  he  ac¬ 
quired  Klondike,  a  Pittsbugb 
business,  in  1975. 


BUS^SSRO^nP 

Jenbacher  may  contest 
Cook’s  bid  for  Telfos 

A  TWO-WAY  takeover  ^ 

locomotive  and  ^  stock  group  Jenbacher 

statement  by  the  Austrian  making  an  offer  for 

Werke  that  ft  which  now 

Telfos.  William  Cook,  the  madeaformal bid ofthree-for- 
dJffSSffifta  ^valuing  each  Telfos  shore  a.  ahou, 

‘tocher: 

Shar^-<?ldg^.  should  not  sell  their  shares. 

said  Telfos  should  hold 

detailed  dismissions  with  Jenbacher. 


Bespak  lifts 
its  dividend 

FIRST-half  profits  at 
Bespak,  the  specialist  aerosol 
valve  manufacturer, 
climbed  11  per  cent  despite 
interest  charges  jumping 
from  £111,000  to  £417,000 
and  the  contribution  from 
associated  companies  felling 
to  £23,000  (£104,000).  Pre¬ 
tax  profits  rose  to  £2.04 
million  (£1.83  million)  in  the 
27  weeks  ending  November 
2.  The  interim  dividend  is 
3p  (2.6p). 


Alexanders 

up  to  £  1.9m 

ALEXANDERS  Holdings, 
the  Scottish  group  of  Ford 
motor  dealerships,  has 
bucked  the  industry  trend 
with  a  5.4  per  cent  rise  in 
fiiU-year  profits.  Pre-tax 
profits  dim  bed  from  £1.81 
million  to  £1.9  million  in  the 
year  to  end-September,  on 
turnover  ahead  from  £80.3 
million  to  £92.7  million. 
pamings  per  share  were 
static  at  3.56p.  The  dividend 
is  maintained  at  lp. 


Chemex  trims  losses 

CHEMEX  International,  the  environmental  analysis  com¬ 
pany  which  has  undergone  substantial  restructuring  and 
refinancing,  has  trimmed  pre-tax  losses  from  £750,000  to 
£716,000  in  the  year  to  end-September.  - 

Dr  Harry  Bradbury,  chief  executive,  said  that  part  of  the 
restructuring  involved  the  sale  of  the  group’s  American 
subsidiary,  which  resulted  in  an  extraordinary  loss  of 
£745  479,  allowing  Chemex  to  focus  on  Western  Europe. 
Turnover  fell  from  £526,000  to  £388,000.  The  Joss  per  share 
is  reduced  from  9.3p  to  8.4p.  There  is  no  dividend. 


Unilever  in 
Finnish  deal 

UNILEVER  is  taking  a  49.9 
per  cent  shareholding  in 
Jalostaja  Oy,  a  subsidiary  of 
Finland’s  Huhtamaki  Oy. 
Jalostaja,  one  of  Finland's 
biggest  food  groups,  spe¬ 
cialising  in  ready  meals,  fish 
preserves  and  tinned  soup, 
has  an  armnat  turnover  of 
about  £80  million.  Unilever, 
whose  annual  turnover  in 
Finland  is  about  £140  mil¬ 
lion,  did  not  give  financial 

details. 


Dowty  to  cut 
300  jobs 

DOWTY  Group  is  to  cut 
300  of  950  jobs  in  its  Fuel 
Systems  business  in  three 
months  time  at  Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire,  and  At- 
worth,  Wiltshire,  where  fuel 
systems  for  the  Tornado  and 
Harrier  fighters  are  pro¬ 
duced.  Reginald  Moore, 
Dowry’s  finance  director, 
said  the  cutbacks  were  trig¬ 
gered  by  the  defence  min¬ 
istry’s  decision  in  curtail 
purchases  of  Tornado. 


Cassidy  profits  jump 

SHARES  in  Cassidy  Brothers,  the  toy  and  sports  equipment 
maker,  rose  lip  to  46p  afters  return  to  profits  in  the  full  year, 
against*  loss  in  the  previous  year,  and  a  positive  statement 
on  pre-Christmas  trade.  Pre-tax  profits  in  the  six  months  to 
end-October -jumped  fromi£25,000-to  £458,000. 

.  Thomas  Cassidy,  chairman,  said  that  the  1989  experience 
of  late  ordering  by  major  customers  before  Christmas  was 
repeated.  “In  previous  years,  this  has  usually  augured  well  for 
order  taking  in  the  early  part  of  the  following  year."  Earnings 
improved  from  0.35p  to  4.77p.  There  is  no  interim  dividend. 
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A"hi£®f  ?eace  vras  enough 
price  down 
below  the  $25  dct  hawpl 

5J59  assumed  ™  most  eccS 

for  1991-  A  whiff 
■‘E*  sent  it  even  farther 
J*  the  opposite  direction.  But  the 
masoning  behind  market 
movements  is  becoming^^ 
tncky,  Looking  ta£lhe  p££ 
mvasjon  spike  that  sent  iSces 
above.  $40  can  be  explained  by 

not  least  from 
vulnerable  Japan.  Since  Saudi 
Arabia  opened  its  taps  further, 
however,  the  underlying  market 
Ior  ou  has  been  in  comfortable 
equilibrium  without  the  4 
million  barrels  per  day  lost  from 
Kuwait  and  Iraq. 

Jn  theory,  war  would  only 
aflect  the  equation  if  Saudi  or 
other  Gulf  production  were 
senously  affected.  The  price 
woHiS  Jump  regardless,  perhaps 
to  $35,  on  the  fear  of  this 
happening.  The  International 
Energy  Agency  calculates  that 
stocks  ended  1990  at  their  highest 
for  eight  years  at  about  96  days 
use  m  the  industrial  countries. 

Stocks  have  been  rising  at 
about  a  billion  barrels  a  week. 
Further  stockbuilding  is  possible, 


Black  gold,  the  prisoner  of  war  or  peace  “SSSf 


face  may 
protecting 


despite  the  theoretical  physical 
constraints,  bat  them  is  no 
obvious  heed  for  it  in  the  short- 
term.  Consumption  is  forecast  to 
fell  by  a  million  barrels  per  day 
due  to  recession  in  America  and 
elsewhere. 

By  the  same  reasoning,  peace 
should  not  unduly  change 
underlying  supply  and  demand 
since  the  Saudis  would  be 
anxious  to  cut  production  back 
by  any  likely  short-term 
production  from  Iraq  and 
Kuwait.  The  oil  price  was  not 
much  lower  a  year  ago  before 
some  Opec  producers  raised 
output  and  set  off  the  original 
Iraqi  threats.  Restored  Opec 
restraint  would  surety  be  one 
reward  for  Iraqi  aggression. 

On  the  markets,  however,  the 
war  premium  on  prices  would  be 
replaced  by  a  big  peace  discount. 
These  maricet  overtones  may  not 
wholly  reflect  changes  in  the  risk 
to  oil  supplies.  Oil  is  at  the  centre 
of  the  Kuwait  issue.  But,  as  the 
quietness  of  the  gold  market 


'■  ■£  j* 

suggests,  oil  has  also  replaced 
gpid  as  the  world’s  funk  money 
just  as  professional,  institutional 
and  corporate  speculators  have 
replaced  individual  speculators 
who  loved  gold. 

This  malign  development, 
enabled  by  the  much-enhanced 
financial  sophistication  of  oil 
markets,  means  that  the  price  if 
one  of  the  world’s  most  basic 
commodities  is  likely  to  remain  a 
volatile  miiTor  to  troubles 
anywhere  in  the  world. 

Think  longer 

Japan’s  stockbrokers  must  be 
puzzled  by  the  antics  of  their 
Western  competitors.  In  a 
country  where  successful  ex¬ 
pansion  has  to  be  planned  in 
decades,  the  big  Tokyo  stock¬ 
brokers  have  seen  British  and 


American  firms  arrive  in  droves, 
invest  millions  in  new  operations 
and  demand  to  be  treated  fairly 
by  the  authorities. 

Now  they  are  leaving  as 
suddenly  as  they  arrived.  The 
downturn  on  the  Tokyo  stock 
market  dented  their  profit  and 
loss  accounts,  and  this  apparently 
is  intolerable. 

Citicorp  and  Security  Pacific 
have  already  made  heavy  cuts  in 
their  Japanese  operations.  Now 
County  NatWest  is  the  first 
British  firm  to  offer  voluntary 
redundancies  among  the  160  staff 
in  its  Tokyo  office,  two  years 
after  it  was  granted  a  prized  seat 
on  the  stock  exchange. 

The  cuts  are  a  blow  to  Tim 
Ferguson,  County’s  chief 
executive,  who  has  done  little 
except  sign  redundancy  letters 
since  he  took  the  job  in  1989.  It 
was  Mr  Feiguson  who  built  the 


Tokyo  office  from  scratch  since 
1982.  But  the  operation  has  never 
made  a  prom,  and  lost  £10 
million  hut  year  due  to  the  fell  in 
stockmarket  prices  and  volumes. 
Mr  Fexguson  has  been  told  to 
make  a  decent  return  on 
County’s  capital,  so  the  knife 
must  come  ont 

Mr  Ferguson  is  overseeing  the 
redundancy  programme  per¬ 
sonally  and  has  visited  stock 
exchange  officials  and  the 
Ministry  of  Finance  to  reassure 
them  about  County’s  long-term 
commitment  to  Japan’s  markets. 

Reputations  take  many  years 
to  build  in  Japan.  County’s 
slavish  concentration  on  the 
short-term  health  of  its  halanre 
sheet  has  done  nothing  to 
enhance  its  own. 

True,  some  of  the  smaller 
Japanese  houses  have  been 
forced  to  trim  their  ambitions  in 
New  York,  but  few  expect 
Nomura,  Daiwa  et  al  to  take  an 
axe  to  their  London  operations  to 
solve  local  problems  or  soften 


Timely  gift 

The  Old  Lady  has  gi 
new  year  present  t 
hard-aressed  childrei 


The  Old  Lady  has  given  a 
new  year  present  to  her 
hard-pressed  children.  By 
giving  back  £190  million  of  the 
£1.5  billion  banks  have  to  keep 
on  interest  free  deposit  to  help 
finance  the  Bank  of  England,  she 
will  boost  1991  bank  profits  by 
about  £27  million  at  today’s 
interest  rates.  That  could  come  in 
handy  to  the  likes  of  the  Midland. 
Cash  ratio  deposits,  which  count 
as  first-class  liquidity  to  the 
banks,  are  one  relic  of  the  old 
endowment  effect  The  Bank 
makes  a  pure  gam  from  high 
interest  rates,  which  helped  boost 
last  year’s  operating  profit  to 
£109  million.  The  cash  ratio  has 
been  cut  because  broad  money 
and  the  banks’  liabilities  have 
grown  so  much  fester  than 
inflation.  The  Bank  therefore 
does  not  need  so  much.  Thus  the 
past  failure  of  monetary  policy 
has  also  given  the  authorities  an 
endowment  It’s  an  ill  wind... 


N  -sses 


JOHN  Wake  ham,  the  energy 
secretary,  has  taken  his  tough¬ 
est  decision  yet' in  the  state 
sell-off  of  the  electricity  indus¬ 
try  by  restricting  the  flotation 
of  the  country's  two  genera¬ 
tors  to  60  per  cent  of  their 
equity. 

Mr  Wakeham  attacks  any 
criticism  of  the  sale  last  year  of 
the  12  electricity  distributors 
as  an  easy  ex  post  facto 
judgment  But  it  is  arguable 
that  the  government’s  advis¬ 
ers  ended  up  with  the  wont  of 
both  worlds. 

The  shares  raced  to  embar¬ 
rassing  premiums  when  deal¬ 
ings  started  on  December  11, 
and  the  average  price  of  the  12 
is  still  almost  SO  per  cent 
above  the  lOOp  first  instal¬ 
ment  But  the  huge  over¬ 
demand  left  a  large  number  of 
private  investors  with  few,  if 
any,  shares  at  afl.  Angry  calls 
to  these  offices,  and  to  the 
various  advisers,  show  that 
the  distributors'  float  has  done 
little  to  enhance  the  goodwill 
felt  by  the  general  public  for 
the  privatisation  process. 

There  are  any  number  of 
excuses  that  can  and  have 
■been  made.  The  marketing 
campaign  was  crass  and  fo¬ 
cused  on  the  less  sophisticated 
investor,  while  the  decision  to 
offer  money  off  electricity  bills 
made  the  entire  operation 
look  like  a  cheap  giveaway. 

The  stock  market  moved 
ahead,  sharply  after  the  prio-  . 
ing,  effectively  done  well  be¬ 
fore  the  November  21  impact 
day  and  amid  the  uncertain¬ 
ties  of  the  Gulf  and  the  Tory 
Party  leadership  contest 
Government  advisers  also 
stress  that  the  premium  is  not 
as  great  as  it  seems,  if  the  two 
farther  payments  of  7  Op  each 
due  on  the  shares  are  taken 
into  account,  working  out  at 
less  than  20  per  cent  or  about 
right  in  the  first  month  of  a 
privatisation  issue. 

That  argument  is  likely  to 
be  well  to  the  fore  when  the 
negotiations  over  the  yield 
necessary  for  the  two  gen¬ 
erators,  National  Power  and 
the  smaller  PowmGen,  start  in 
earnest.  Hie  government's 


Wakeham 
bites  60% 
bullet  on 
generators 


Toogh  decision:  John  Wakeham,  energy  secretary 


by  tender  after  the  majority 
have  been  offered  at  a  fixed 
price  to  both  institutions  miH 
the  general  public. 

The  Gulf  is  by  now  some¬ 
thing  of  a  red  herring,  as  any 
war-induced  market  collapse 
would  see  the  flotation  polled 
by  the  government,  if  not  by 
the  underwriters.  But  there  are 
suggestions  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  could  attempt  to  cot  out 
some  of  its  underwriting  fees. 

A  back-end  tender  was  used 
for  the  privatisation  ofBAA  in 
July  1987  and  has  the  advan¬ 
tage  erf  obtaining  the  h«ghe«* 
possible  price  for  that  chunk 
of  the  issue  while  cutting  the 
risk  of  a  complete  flop. 

In  agreeing  cm  a  partial  sale 
of  the  generators,  Mr  Wake- 
ham  is  felling  in  with  a  strong 
coterie  within  the  energy  de¬ 
partment  who  apparently  ac¬ 
cept  the  distributors  were  bad¬ 
ly  under-priced  and  mistrust  1 
fee  City’s  ability  to  do  the 
sums  nghi  on  public  asset. | 
sales.  They  always  claimed 
that  the  value  of  the  two  must 
grow  as  the  City  comes  to 
understand  and  after  a 
couple  of  years’  successful 
stock  market  trading. 

But  a  partial  sale  is  opposed 
by  the  CSty,  by  probably  most 
of  fee  government's  finunriai 
advisers  and  by  the  two 
companies  The  decision  to  go 
fora  60  per  cent  sale,  they  say, 
smacks  of  political  cowardice 
and  last-minute  damage  tintit- 
ation  and  increases  the  per¬ 
ceived  political  ride,  in  feat  it 
would  be  cheaper  for  any 


Asda  looks  to  better  times 


ASDA*S  interim  results,  wife 
76  per  cent  gearing,  interest 

cover  of  three  times,  and  a  _ 

pre-tax  profit  to  November  J  0 

down  from  £83.5  milion  to  . _ 

£60.8  miffion  were  not  fee  best  *^<50  per  cent  by  end- 199Z 


subsequent  Labour  govern- 

advisers  will  probably  start  the  spring  1993,  allowing  profit  meat  to  regain  controL 
bidding  at  about  7  per  cenL  and  dividend  growth  to  come  Tt  emiM  «\*»  Tv 
They  believe  a  partial  float  has  .  from  catting  overheads. 


actually  raised  fee  proceeds  _ _  _____ 

available  on  each  share.  The  expected  to  carry  fee  day,  and  on  offer-fast  when the  coal  and 
institutions  have  claimed  that  the  eventual  figure  is  unlikely  other  freed  contracts  nego- 
a  yield  of  approaching  10  per  to  top  8  per  cent.  But  other  ua^d  by  the  generators  wot 
cent  will  be  needed.  hard  decisions  remain.  coming  to  an  end  and  fee 

The  generators,  the  bears  Yet  to  be  derided  is  the  companies  were  entering  a 
suggest,  are  a  rudder  propo-  actual  structure  of  fee  float  new  and  mndk  riskier  phase  of 
sitioo  than  the  distributors;  The  government  is  apparently  corporate  dgvpjnpirvynt 
meanwhile  those  charged  with  keen  to  limit  farther  fee  Wakeham  is  probably 

selling  the  issue  wfll  point  to  chances  of  a  giveaway  by  right  when  he  ruefully  predicts 
fee  70  per  cent  of  their  costs  going  for  some  sort  of  tender  criticism  whatever  fee  out- 
feat  are  effectively  fixed  offer,  possibly  a  “back-end  come  of  the  float 


The  government  can  be 


It  could  also  be  setfdefeat- 
ing,  the  City  believes,  as  fee 
rest  of  the  shares  could  then  go 


that  are  effectively  fixed  offer,  possibly  a  “back-end 
because  of  contracts  with  Brit-  tender  sale”  with  a  minority  of 
ish  Coal,  which  run  until  the  shares  offered  to  the  City 


Martin  Waller 


THE  TIMES 


Tanks  for 
the  memory 

AS  VICKERS  Challenger 
tanks  are  prepared  for  action 
in  the  Gulf  the  company 


what  dismayed  to  witness  one 
r  of  their  number,  with,  nn- 

|rv  characteristically,  barely  an 

«  J  ounce  of  spare  flesh  clinging  to 

Challenger  his  long,  lean  bones,  struggling 
for  action  into  a  strange  outfit  made  out 
company  of  Safeway  carrier  bags,  sla- 


reveals  that  it  has  just  dis-  pled  together.  As  they  tried 
patched  there  ten  Challenger  not  to  gape,  he  put  a  tracksuit 
recovery  vehicles,  an  ar-  over  the  top  and  proceeded 
moured  version  of  an  AA  with  his  woric-otrt,  anxious  to 
service  for  tanks.  In  ao-  maximise  weight  loss.  “You 
cordance  wife  fee  army’s  tra-  are  absolutely  nght,"  admrtted 
dition  of  naming  its  tanks,  and  an  embarrassed  Nick  Ball¬ 
bearing  in  mind  that  the  nup.  bermg  confronted 
recovery  vehicles  are  powered  with  this  allegation.  Bamuster, 


CITY  DIARY 


jockey.  “My  father  used  to  do  weight  of  money  similarly 
it  and  I've  been  doing  it  for  waiting  to  be  invested,  he 
ever,**  Tbwnigter  explains,  rfaime  that  when  the  maricet 
“Every  year  I  go  cm  this  frantic  does  fern  “it  will  be  a  violent 
crash  diet  because  I  need  to  get  turn,  wife  a  lot  of  foreign 
my  naked  weight  down  to  11  investment  coming  into  our 
stones  31b.  I  start  fee  diet  after  market” 

New  Year  and  as  soon  as  fee  __ 

season  is  over  I  put  it  all  back  On  the  move 


*  its  apd  31.  and  pad  of  both 

f&gelhiSnger  Htank 


range,  fee  first  four  recovery 
vehicles  to  leave  Vickers’ 


national  sales  at  UBS  Phillips 
&  Drew,  admits  that  be  weighs 


Newcastle  factory  were  jtf*  a 

dubbed  Faith,  Hope,  Chanty,  5ft  11m 


and  Big  Geordie.  The  other 
half  dozen,  which  began  their 
Gulf-bound  journey  at  fee  end 

of  Iasi  month,  were  named 


frame,  is  not  too  bad.  But, 
every  weekend  beween  the 
beginning  of  February  and  the 
end  of  May  —  the  point-to- 


SuTfee  fiv7  daughters  of  point  season  -  he  to 

SfonriThomas  Vfcfcers,  fee  his  family’s  Yorkshire  estate 
compands founder  -  Bertha,  to  compete  as  an  amateur 

MabeL  Clara,  Moyra  and  For-  - - 7 jl 

ence.  But  given  feat  he  was  ™ 

one  daughter  short  of  the  six,  ^  .1 

fee  remaining  vehicle  was 

named  Big  Alma  after  person-  f  I 

nel  assistant  AimaWheder*  j^*1***11*^  1 

who  has  been  wife  Victerefor  paaf  OM  I 

20  years  and  was  herself  I  IW  riV|  f 

named  after  the  Alma  fen  0  I  "V 

opposite  the  foaoiyjHtw*  ^ 
ever,  far  from  bemg  offended,  L  'V 

Alma,  in  true  GeordieMmn, 

declared  herself  to  be  chuffed 

to  bits.”  C\.  tv 


RftN  PM 


“  w  GRAHAM  Phflfips,  a  mafket- 

bad  tempered,  though-  maker  wife  Smith  New  Court  | 

T,  ,  on  ,  ,  for  the  past  14  years,  resigned  i 

Jimmy’s  80  not  ont  from  the  finn  on  Tuesday.  His 

THE  Quintessence,  a  res-  decision  was,  however,  en- 
taurant  in  Tooley  Street,  wffl  tfariy  separate  to  that  of  three 
be  fee  seep**  of  much  retain-  other  market-makers  who 
iscing  at  lunchtime  today  were,  coincidentally,  “asked 
when  Jimmy  Herbert  hosts  a  »  leave”  that  same  day. 
party  for  27  of  his  best  friends,  Graham  went  of  his  own 
to  celebrate  his  80th  birthday,  accord,”  says  Anthony  Abra- 
The  second  oldest  full-time  hams,  managing  director  . of 
stodfenrirer  in  London -after  UKeqmty  mariret-maldng.  As 
W I  Carr’s  Marcus  Colby  -  for  fee  others,  Abrahams  says, 
Herbert,  now  known  as  Unde  **^e  am  always  updating  and 
jimmy,  started  work  as  a  post  upgradmg  our  sta££  it  -is 
and  tea  boy  64  years  ago,  two  something  we  have  beeadoing 
years  before  fee  Wall  Street  for  years  and  years.” 
crash.  He  became  an  wenhange 
member  in  1 943.  “I  still  enjoy  GfC^dilJS 
it  rad  Tm  rimys  in  the  office  COUNTY  Nat  West  has  given 
by  7.25*11.  heays.  adtoe  this  yea*  Retailer  of  to  Year 
tot  be  never  learn  tafae  awa^  to  Sir  lan  MacLrarin. 
5pm.  Ke  is  now  em^wed  ^  pwribiy  a  dubion£  ho^ 

2“  S™  tot  pterions  winners 

firm  of  Branston  Apoftmt  ijdude  Sir  Ralph  Halpem  and 

George  Davies.  “The  winner 


background  against-  which  to 
generate  investment  interest 
Yet  analysts  are  cautiously 
prepared  to  give  Asda  fee 
“thumbs  up”  as  fee  best  food 
share  to  benefit  should  in¬ 
terest  rates  fall,  the  world  be 
spued  a  Gulf  war,  and  in  the 
belief  that  the  group  should 


Christmas  1990  was  not  as 
bad  as  feared,  and  for  pru¬ 
dence  tiie  interim  dividend 
has  been  held  at  1.85p  a  share. 
Year-end  forecasts  suggest 
pre-tax  profits  of  £182.5  mfl- 
Uon  (£180.3  minion),  but  ris¬ 
ing  to  £225  miflion  in  1992, 
interest  rates  and  Gulf  events 


shortly  achieve  more  evident  peYn?tu^  * 
cost  benefits  as  it  ficks  Gate-  ..  Asda  shares  rose  6p  to  124p 


way  into  shape. 


in  recognition  of  possible 


Thompson  and  then  (UTC  te  ^image  of  how 

S bring percehredin 
about  fee  stock  market’s  pros- 


pectsin  1991,  he  predicts  that 


any  particular  year,”  con¬ 
cludes  Comity’s  stores  analyst. 


Bag  man 

AS  OVER-FED  Qty Jfictos 
attempted  to  wo*  off  ^ 

Christmas  excesses  »t  to 

Rrnadgate  health  clnb,  fee 
Sday,  they  were  some- 


“It’s  getting  late  is  the  day.* 


SStSS  -Jfc  fidK  vETSS 

2,^rn2,m  ^pw«d  to  ^  be  tike  in  fee 

Nmeti*?  “Not  flamboyant 
maricet,  but  I  haven’t  put  it  m  eotrepreneurs,  but,  as  in  pott- 

A  » the  men  in  grey  suits 
mm.  n  ont  a  httle  longer.  I  ^  seen  as  safe,  solid  and 

wmltoGrifsTtotormnof  who  m  having 

the  way  first,  and  you  cant  tC^.v « 
forget  the  economic  situa- 

tion.”  But  because  of  fee  CAROL  LEONARD 


The  element  of  Asda's  non-  h*tl£rJPnes'  “  wl“*  level 
food  interests,  dothing,  shoes,  offer  a  Prospective  p/e  of 
household  and  soft  furnish-  12*2‘ 
ings,  will  never  see  Asda  in  J 
Salisbury’s  league.  But  such  nivnuc 
interests  should  benefit  with  J-'LA.OLIa 
some  speed  to  an  improved  IT  IS  a  sign  of  the  times  when 
economic  climate.  an  electrical  retailer  with  more 


some  speed  to  an  improved  IT  IS  a  sign  of  the  times  when 
economic  dimate.  an  electrical  retailer  with  more 

Operating  profit  of  the  arig-  than  1,000  shops  posts  haff- 
mal  Asda  chain  in  the  half  year  results  that  show  it  is 


year  was  28.9  per  cent  higher 
at  £89.7  million,  and  farther 
benefits  ex-Gateway  are  likely 
to  make  their  impact  in  the 
1992  financial  yean 
,  The  interest  burden  (£42 
miflion  paid,  compared  with 
£4.5  miflion  received  in  the 
previous  first  half)  will  be 
tackled  through  asset  and/or 
financial  paper  arrangements, 
and  gearing  could  be  down  to 


making  next  to  nothing  from 
the  sale  of  electrical  goods  in 
Britain  and  the  figures  are 
hailed  as  a  small  triumph. 

But  Dixons  Group  appears 
to  be  riding  out  fee  recession 
better  than  many  of  the  high¬ 
flying  stores  groups  of  the 
mid-1980s.  To  counterbalance 
the  downturn  on  the  high 
street,  Stanley  Kalins,  fee 
group’s  chairman,  has  streng¬ 


thened  other  parts  of  the 
business. 

Prudent  handling  of  the 
extended  warranty  business 
means  Dixons  was  able  to 
release  £5  million  of  excess 
provisions  into  the  profits  for 
the  six  months  to  November 
10,  boosting  pre-tax  profits  to 
£27-2  million,  down  from  £32 
million.  Sales  fell  from  £910 
million  to  £812  million  and 
earnings  per  share  fell  from 
4,9p  to  3.4p.  The  interim 
dividend  is  hdd  at  J.6p. 

The  conservative  approach 
to  financial  services  also 
boosted  interest  receivable  to 
£18.3  million,  wiping  out  fee 
£11  million  interest  charge. 

The  shares,  up  7p  at  146p^ 
are  trading  on  17.5  times 
earnings  assuming  pre-tax 
profits  of  £60  million  for  the 
year.  They  are  not  cheap  but 


what  they  have  to  do  to  get  fee 
market  to  lalta  any  interest  in 
the  company’s  shares. 

For  fee  year  to  end-Septem- 
ber  SBG  produced  the  now 
obligatory  30  per  cent  profit 
margin,  pre-tax  profits  up  37 
per  cent,  a  31  per  cent  lift  in 
the  full-year  dividend,  re¬ 
duced  gearing  and  cash 
generation  at  the  rate  of  £6 
million  annually.  It  has 
given  way  on  a  long-standing 
point  of  irritation  for  fee 
market,  and  now  provides  for 
a  full  35  per  cent  tax  charge, 
rather  than  the  10  per  cent  that 
it  actually  ends  up  paying. 

Analysts  are  expecting  earn¬ 
ings  growth  to  slow  to  IQ  to  15 
per  cent. 

Even  so,  a  lp  increase  in  fee 
share  price  to  68p  in  a  strongly 
rising  market  seems  miserly.  It 
puts  the  shares  on  a  forward 
rating  of  only  about  six  times 
earnings.  There  are  other  fac¬ 
tors,  such  as  fee  difficulty  of 
getting  hold  of  stock  and  fee 


the  City  is  looking  one  year  8®“^  amw^f  of  ^  “*** 
ahead  to  fee  up£m  in  fee  ^fler  compame^ 

electricals marta.  Unhsted 

Securities  Market  to  fee  mam 
market  may  help  a  tittle,  but 
CT>f~2.  probably  not  enough  to  in- 

terest  fee  institutions,  at  least 
DAVID  McEriain  and  his  in  the  short  term.  However, 
team  at  Southern  Business  given  the  low  rating  and  fee 
Group,  fee  photocopier  leas-  strong  cash  generation,  fee 
ing  group,  must  be  wondering  shares  look  a  good  bet. 


SBG 


DAVID  McEriain  and  his 
team  at  Southern  Business 
Group,  fee  photocopier  leas¬ 
ing  group,  must  be  wondering 
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STOCK  MARKET 


will  not  be 


By  Philip  Bassett 

INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

STERLING'S  exchange  rate 
within  the  European  ex¬ 
change-rate  mechanism  will 
not  be  realigned  within  the 
next  12  months,  the  London 
Business  School  has  forecast. 

Pressure  for  a  realignment  is 
growing,  with  a  number  of 
companies,  industries  '  and 
other  organisations  believing 
that  Britain  entered  at  too 
high  a  rate. 

But  the  London  Business 

School  said  yesterday  it  was 
difficult  to  see  any  realign¬ 
ment  before  an  election. 

Geoffrey  Dicks,  a  senior 
research  fellow,  told  a  con¬ 
ference  in  London  organised 
by  the  Chemical  Industries 
Association  that  a  “lot  of 
political  capital”  had  been 
invested  in  the  ERM  by  the 
government  and  because  of 
that  it  was  difficult  to  see  any 
likelihood  of  realignment 

He  said:  “It  was  John  Major 
who  put  us  in  the  ERM  and  I 
do  not  believe  he  will  try  to 
flout  the  rules  in  the  first 
year.” 

Mr  Dicks  forecast  that  in¬ 
terest  rates  would  be  reduced 
and  said  that  an  indication  of 
this  was  the  government's 
insistence  that  they  would  not 
be  cut  “You  can  only  cut 
interest  rates  if  you  are  per¬ 
ceived  by  the  market  as  not 
wanting  to  do  so.” 

The  government's  state¬ 
ments  that  rates  would  not  be 
cut  had  taken  steriing  off  its 
ERM  floor  and  was  taking  it 
closer  to  a  point  at  which  they 
could  be  safely  cut. 

Interest  rates  could  justif¬ 
iably  be  reduced  with  a  real 
inflation  prediction  of  5  per 
cent  this  year.  There  was  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  be 
13  per  cent  after  the  Budget 
and  12  per  cent  by  mid-year. 

Mr  Dicks  forecast  large- 
scale  destocking  in  the  first 
half  of  this  year,  with  the 
prospect  of  an  “anaemic” 
recovery  in  1992. 


Prices  boosted  on  apparent 
progress  in  peace  talks 


THE  progress  apparently 
made  early  in  the  Geneva 
peace  talks  cheered  world 
stock  markets,  enabling  prices 
in  London  to  recover  partly 
after  their  recent,  sharp  fills. 

The  FT-SE 100  index  closed 
near  its  best  level  of  the  day, 
29.0  up  at  2,128.9,  boosted  by 
an  opening  suige  of  almost  40 
points  on  Wall  Street.  The  FT 
index  of  30  shares  finished 
31.6  higher  at  1,668.3.  But  the 
'turnover  of  405.9  million 
shares  scarcely  justified  the 
rise.  Market-makers  are  con¬ 
tinuing  to  operate  small  posit¬ 
ions  in  order  to  keep  their 
books  balanced.  This  often 
leads  to  sharp  fluctuations  in 
prices. 

Equities  took  their  lead 
from  the  futures  market  where 
the  March  FT-SE  100  series 

Great  Universal  Stores’  A 
shares  rase  19p  to  £11.19. 
Lung  &  CrKscks&aiik,  the 
broker,  says  it  is  an  ideal 
share  for  1991.  It  expects 
pretax  profits  to  grow  from 
£407  million  to  £425 
million  and  says  the  A  shares 
fill  to  reflect  the 
possibility  that  they  may  be 
enfranchised. 

continued  to  trade  at  a  50- 
point.  premium.  But  last  night 
dealers  were  warning  that  as 
the  January  1 3  deadline  draws 
nearer,  a  breakdown  in  the 
talks  could  see  the  sharp  gains 
reversed. 

Government  securities 
benefited  from  a  strong  pound 
and  revived  speculation  of  a 
cut  in  base  rates  before  the  end 
of  January.  Prices  at  the  longer 
end  rose  £%. 

The  smell  of  cheaper  money 
also  cheered  the  banks. 
Barclays  rose  9p  to  354p, 
Lloyds  lOp  to  293p,  Midland 
5p  to  179p,  Standard  Char¬ 
tered  8p  to  240p  and  TSB 
Group  4p  to  133p. 

The  opening  rise  on  Wall 
Street  enabled  those  com- 
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panies  with  a  big  exposure  in 
America  to  daw  back  some  of 
this  week’s  losses.  Reuters 
rose  15p  to  702p,  Glaxo  lip  to 
826p,  and  KJI  ISp  to  880p. 

The  fill-in  the  price  of  oQ 
gave  some  comfort  to  those 
with  high  fuel  bills.  British 
Airways  rose  8p  to  148p,  NFC 
4p  to  126p,  and  P&O  12p  to 
51 2p. 

London  International,  the 
surgical  products  group,  was  a 
weak  market  in  late  trading, 
faffing  7p  to  23 9p  amid  talk  of 
a  rights  issue.  But  David 
Harbut,  the  finance  director, 
said:  “These  axe  just  market 
rumours.  I  have  no 
comment.” 

Dixons,  the  .high  street  elec¬ 
trical  goods  retailer,  rose  2p  to 
141p  despite  reporting  a  dip  in 
interim  pre-tax  profits  from 
£32  million  to  £27 3.  million. 

The  figure  was  at  the  top  end 
of  City  forecasts  with  Stanley 
Kahns,  the  rbnirman,  an¬ 
nouncing  that  the  group  had 
unproved  both  margins  and 
market  share  despite  de¬ 
pressed  conditions.  But  he 
issued  a  warning  that  operat¬ 


ing  profits  in  the  United  States 
were  down. 

The  Asda  supermarket 
chain  also  pleased  with  in¬ 
terim  figures  at  the  top  end  of 
the  range.  Pre-tax  profits  were, 
as  expected,  down  from  £83.5 
million  to  £60.8  million.  Prof¬ 
its  were  hit  try  interest  charges 
of  £42  million.  Food  sales 
were  encouraging  with  non¬ 
food  sales  benefiting  from  the 
expansion  of  the  George  Da¬ 
vies  range  of  clothes.  The 
shares  ended  4p  up  at  122p. 

Allied-Lyons  shrugged  off 
recent  weakness  to  finish  16p 
doner  at  490p.  Olympia  & 
York,  the  Canadian  property 
group,  has  decided  against 
converting  its  preference  stock 
into  ordinary  shares.  The 
stock  became  due  for  conver¬ 
sion  on  January  1  ax  457p  a 
share  and  would  have  resulted 
in  O&Y  ending  up  with 
almost  10  per  cent  of  Allied. 
An  O&Y  spokesman  in  New 
York  said:  “Olympia  &  York 
has  no  intention  of  convert¬ 
ing,  until  the  company  (Al¬ 
lied)  can  compel  such  a 
conversion." 
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Rival  Baas  jumped  26p  to 
£10.60  in  sympathy.  BZW  has 
been  doing  some  “fine  tuning” 
and  says  teat  the  shares  may 
be  ready  for  a  re-rating. 

Airport  operator  BAA  went 
into  a  nosedive,  faffing  lOp  to 
394p  antid  claims  that  the 
company’s  own  stockbroker 
had  heavily  downgraded  its 
profits  forecast  for  the  current 
year.  Cazenove  would  make 
no  comment  but  market 
sources  suggested  that  the 
broker  had  lopped  £10  million 
from  its  original  estimate  of 
£290  million. 

Persistent  speculation  that 
Thorn  EMI,  down  4p  at  670p, 
and  BET,  up  5p  at  173p,  may 
be  dose  to  disposing  of  their 
combined  stake  of  56  per  cent 
in  Thames  Television  pushed 
Thames  down  fey  3p  to  333p. 

National  Westminster 
Bank  rose  5p  to  270p  despite 

a  downgrading  by . 

Moody’s,  the  debt-rating 
agency,  from  AAA  to  AA1. 
Michael  Lever  at  Smith  New 
Court  says  the 
downgrading  may  hurt  the 
group’s:  pride  bat  it  still 
remains  one  of  the  strongest 
banks  in  the  world. 

Touchstone  Group,  which 
had  Us  merger  talks  with 
Ferrari  Holdings,  a  rival  com¬ 
puter  services  group,  thrown 
into  disarray  after  Tuesday’s 
hostile  bid  from  the  Stratagem 
Group,  climbed  a  further  !V«p 
to  614 p.  Last  night,  A  Brown, 
an  investment  company 
whose  interests  indude  sat¬ 
ellite  dish  installation  and 
which  is  headed  by  John 
Bentley,  a  City  financier  dur¬ 
ing  the  Seventies,  said  it  was 
considering  malting  a  rival 
bid.  Touchstone,  understood 
to  be  sitting  on  an  £8.5  minion 
rash  pile,  would  provide  Mr 
Bentley  with  a  quoted  vehide. 


Dow  ahead 
24  points 
in  morning 

New  York 

BLUE  chips  surged  in  morn¬ 
ing  trading  amid  enthusiasm 
created  by  the  start  of  talks  in 
Geneva  between  America  and 
Iraq.  The- Dow  Jones  indus¬ 
trial  average  rose  24  points  to 
2,533.41.  Analysts  said  that 
the  talks  gave  investors  a 
boost  psychologically  and  that 
a  strong  bond  market  also 
helped  One  analyst  said: 
“The  longer  the  meeting  goes 
on,  the  better  for  stocks." 

•  Tokyo  —  Stocks  dosed 
firmer  after  sluggish  trading 
and  before  the  Iraqi- American 
meeting  in  Geneva.  The 
Nikkei  index  dosed  up  71.43 
points,  or  0.31  per  cent,  at 
22,969.27.  (Reuter) 

C  MAJOR  CHANGES  J 


jobs  JsnB 
i nkttay  doe* 


Abbott  Lsb  *1* 

M»LM 

Anmanaon  » 

Air  Prods 
AftwtMW 
Alcan  W 
Aloe  sand. 


AlumkiCA 
Am  Brands 

£§rd 

AmOaiwW 
Am  Horae 
ABM 
AmtMcfli 
Am  Stored 
Amu 

MnarHMd 

AMriMch 

Aw* 

Amoco 

AMP 

AMR 

AimauBdrfl 

AfipWCnrap 

Archer-Can 

Art* 

Armstrong 
Amr»  _ 

AaNsnclOS 

AT&T 

ASwiRfcMW 

Auto  DP 


FUSES: 

Barclays - 

Carlton  Comm - 

Uoyds - 

British  Borneo - 

AJted  Lyons - 

Guinness - 

General  Accident  „ 

Chesterfield - 

Qaxo - 

BAT . . . 

110(1101808*8' - 

Davies  &  Newman ... 

ECC  Group - 

Reuters  . . 

Unfever - 


_  3531fep  (+9p) 

_  378»p(+15pi 

_  29216p  t+IOpj 

- -  B15p  (+15pl 

_ : _ 490p  f+16p) 

_ 772p  (+17p) 

nt  —  432%p  (+15p) 

~™. - 530p  (+2Qp) 

- 8Z7p(+12p) 

_  590 K:p  (+1Bp) 

- 730p  (+15p) 

wn _ 200p  (+35pj 

_  356fcp(+11p) 

_ 701%p(+15pj 

_  682&p  (+15p) 


Bordm 

Brist-Mraf 


FALLS: 

i-figh-ftjfrit _ 312V&p  (-10p) 

Sema  Group - 467ttp  (-12pJ 

Cairn  Energy  - . —  260p  (— 10p) 

Gt  Western  Res - I35p  C-8p) 

Enterprise - 587%p(-7p) 

Closing  prices 

(  MAJOR  INDICES  ) 


CspCWw  4ZB 

SpttsIHC  W 

Cwoins 

CanrpBsr  48 

CBS 

CentreiSW 
Champion  25* 

Chawt  Man  10* 

Chare  Bnkg  11* 

Chowan  *8* 

Qntlgr  1254  12* 

SSb  6154  SOX 


cam  Lit 
Ckvox 
CmritiEdb 
CNAHnd 


New  Yortc 

Dow  Jones - 

S&P  Composts  _ 

Tokyo: 

Nikkei  Average  .... 
Hong  Kong: 


2541 J56  [+3Z.17T  CeSrttw 
_  319.45  (+4.55)*  Compel 


FT-SE  Eurotrack 
Amsterdam: 

CSS  Tendency 

Sydney:  AO _ 

Frankfurt  DAX  _ 


22969.27  (+71.43) 

Cons  Bui 

3027.60  (+18.18)  ganpw  W 
_  941 .77 {+2296; 

Crown  Cork 

_ 79.3  (+1.4) 


General - 4775.05  (+3^1) 

Paris:  CAC -  407.62  (+5.15)  aSSa 

Zurich:  SKA  Gen _  4470  (*6.6)  5SS 

London:  tew 

FT.— A  All-Share  1023.43  (+1204)  g 

FT.- “500** _ 1129.14  (+12^0)  S™"* 

FT.  Gold  Mteas _ 1702  (-4.7)  DowCnm 

FT.  Fixed  interest -  91.05  (+0.081 

FT.  Govt  Secs _  83.39  (+0-27)  “*55 


Qoe&m 


FT.  Gold  Mteas _ 1702  (-4.7)  Dow  Own 

FT.  Fixed  interest -  91.05  (+0081  P»-*n» 

FT.  Govt  Secs _ 83.39  (+0.27) 

Bargains - J905®  D‘*»p*r 

SEAO  Volume _ 4059m  DunBradM 

USM(Datastream)  10625  (-0.16) 


MICHAEL  CLARK  |  *Denotes  latest traefing  price 


RyiWtsMd 


Snap-on  ns 
Soratwm 


MriMDOUO  29*  31K 


Wwwtur 
■  '  .  > 
wmpooi 


•*  /// 

i '  i  !  J  * 

ft  'f 

\*>t' 


THE  TIMES  UNIT  TRUST  INFORMATION  SERVICE 


»  *  .. 


*.5  > 

3*.  -. 

Z.  * 

t.-:  .■*?. 
»:  : 

0Vs>  : 

kQ".  :- 

fS:? 

CS  ,  ll*i 
1Z  *sr 

js.  >4 

Uk 

o>.  .  *11 


|3;5' 

&T : 

>■ 


1^- 

liRv 

I 

i 

ut  eS 
§ 

|?^v: 

Tl  :L 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  JANUARY 


10  1991 


*  *  *  ■**  a 


Business  and  Finance  27 


PrfeM  reconfed  am  at  marital  don. 
Where  oim  prim  to  quoted,  ft  la  •  ink 


STOCK  EXCHANGE  PRICES 


Welcome  advance 

ACCOUNT  DAYS:  Dealings  began  December  31.  Dealings  end  tomorrow.  §Contango  day  January  14.  Settlement  day  January  21. 

§Forward  bargains  are  permitted  on  two  previous  business  days. 
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are  based  on  middle  prices,  (aa)  denote*  Alpha  Stocks. 
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SPORTS  LETTERS 


■Need  for  new  management 


From  Mr  N.  P.  Rose 
Sir,  There  may  be  various 
reasons  for  the  FngianH  cricket' 
team’s  present  malaise,  but  one 
must  surely  be  mismanagement. 
Apart  from  the  limitwj  success 
achieved  on  the  tow  of  the  West 
Indies  last  winter,  Micky  Stew¬ 
art  has  presided  over  a  catalogue 
of  disasters.  The  following  fac¬ 
tors  have  contributed: 

I.  Players  have  been  dropped 
without  being  notified  of  the 
reasons  which,  in  many 
were  for  from  obvious  —  for 
example,  Chris  Cowdrey, 

Z  This  sort  of  treatment  led  to 
16  players  defecting  to  join  the 
South  African  circus.  Many  of 
the  players  cited  disillusionment 
with  the  Test  scene  as  a  main 
reason  for  their  derision. 

3.  Playing  Test  cricket  for 
England  is  no  longer  fun.  John 
Woodcock  (January  4)  recalled 
the  cheerfulness  of  previous 
tour  parties  to  Australia  and 
rued  the  fact  that  today’s  is 
made  to  train  as  though  for  the 
Olympics  rather  than  the  Ashes. 
He  wondered  whether  the  “end¬ 
less  circuits  lapped  and  press- 
ups  pressed"  was  in  fact 
counter-productive.  Mr  Stew¬ 
art’s  methods  have  foiled  to 
bring  the  best  out  of  his  players. 

4.  The  apparent  promotion  of 
his  son  ahead  of  his  rivals  for 
batting  places  in  the  middle 
order  must  surely  have  hart  a 
demoralising  effect  on  other 
players.  It  is  a  pity  that  other 
batsmen  have  not  been  per¬ 
severed  with  in  the  same  way, 
players  having  been  dropped 
after  only  one  or  two  Test 
matches.  Until  his  scores  in  the 
last  two  Test  matches,  Alec 
Stewart  had  a  lengthy  string  of 


failures  since  the  start  of  the 
West  Indies  tour,  many  more 
than  John  Morris  and  Rob 
Bailey,  to  name  but  two. 

5.  Angus  Fraser,  England’s  fin¬ 
est  bowler,  complained  of  a  sore 
hip  after  his  outstanding  perfor¬ 
mance  in  the  Melbourne  Test. 
He  should  have  been  rested  in 
preparation  for  the  crucial  third 
Test  starting  only  four  days 
later.  Instead,  he  was  selected 
for  the  relatively  meaningless 
World  Series  Cup  match,  ag¬ 
gravated  his  injury,  and  thus 
was  ruled  out  of  the  Sydney 
Test.  The  management  said  that 
the  one-day  match  was  im¬ 
portant  for  England  to  win,  but  I 
thought  the  main  priority  of  the 
tour  was  to  win  the  Ashes. 

Mr  Stewart  has  foiled  and  a 
new  manager  should  be  app¬ 
ointed. 

Yours, 

N.  P.  ROSE, 

40  Frcwin  Road,  SW18. 


Applying  the 
existing  laws 


Levy  Scheme  aims  for  balance 


From  Mr  James  Piiditch 

Sir,  It  is  a  rule,  or  simply 
custom,  to  send  single-sex 
cricket  teams  to  Australia?  Even 
at  this  late  stage,  consider  the 
advantage  of  injecting  one  or 
two  of  England’s  many  fine  lady 
players  into  the  team. 

Not  only  feminists  would 
claim  they  would  play  as  well  as 
some  of  the  men,  and  may  play 
better.  Male  chauvinists  would 
hope  ladies  would  bring  succour 
and  comfort  to  a  team  in  need  of 
it.  Either  way,  there  are  benefits. 

What's  more,  they  wouldn’t 
look  so  unshavenly  scruffy. 
Yours  sincerely, 

JAMES  PILDITCH, 

62  Gndogan  Square,  SW1. 


Replay  dangers 

From  Mr  Nicholas  Bayty 
Sir,  I  read  (January  2)  that  MCC 
is  considering  experimenting 
with  a  video  screen  at  Lord’s. 
Previous  experiences  of  such 
screens  at  American  football 
matches  and  athletics  meetings 
have  convinced  me  of  their 
advantages  for  the  spectator 
(and  the  athlete,  if  one  remem¬ 
bers  runners  used  the  screen  at 
SeorJ  to  check  on  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  their  opponents)  in 
terms  of  being  able  to  see  things 
that  one  might  have  missed  or 
to  review  certain  incidents. 

However,  bearing  in  mind 
"trial  by  television”  and,  in 


cricket,  the  use  of  a  third  umpire 
off  the  pitch,  surely  a  huge  video 
screen  showing  replays  of 
catches,  run-outs  and  tow's  will 
put  even  more  pressure  on  the 
umpire  to  be  seen  to  make  the 
correct  decision,  when  all  and 
sundry  are  able  to  review  an 
incident  on  video  in  slow  mo¬ 
tion.  How  long  will  it  be  before 
the  umpire  peeps  out  of  the 
comer  of  his  eye  to  look  at  the 
replay  before  raising  his  finger? 


Yours  sincerely, 
N.  D.  G.  BAYLY, 


Sports  Sciences  Department, 
Bishop  Otter  College, 
College  Lane, 

Chichester.  West  Sussex. 


From  Mr  Peter  Breaker 
Sir,  FIFA  is  to  consider  law 
changes  to  combat  some  of  the 
cheating  which  is  practised  in 
modem  football,  but  1  am 
puzzled  as  to  why  changes 
should  be  necessary.  Perhaps  a 
referee  can  explain  why  they 
cannot  wire  action  under  the 
current  laws  against  players  who 
deliberately  prevent  a  free  kick 
from  being  taken. 

I  recall  an  occasion  when, 
after  a  defender  had  deflected  a 
ball  into  touch  near  his  comer 
flag,  the  goalkeeper  ran  to  collect 
the  ball  and  take  it  back  to  his 
goalmouth  to  prevent  a  quick 
throw-in.  None  of  the  officials 
seemed  to  find  this  practice 
illegal,  bat  surely  it  amounts  to 
deliberate  obstruction.  In  this 
particular  case,  the  goalkeeper 
had  actually  handled  the  ball 
outside  his  area,  albeit  when  it 
was  out  of  play. 

In  rugby,  failure  to  retire  ten 
yards  at  a  free  kick  is 
penalisable.  but  in  soccer,  ignor¬ 
ing  the  fact  that  some  referees’ 
idea  of  what  constitutes  10  yards 
is  very  suspect,  there  is  consis¬ 
tent  encroachment  which  goes 
unpunished-  In  last  Sunday’s 
televised  match,  a  player  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  taking  a  quick  free 
kick,  but  this  was  intercepted 
about  two  yards  from  him  by  a 
defender  running  bade.  Since 
the  defender  had  not  retired  ten 
yards,  how  can  this  interception 
not  have  been  illegal?  As  to 
obtaining  consistency  in  meas¬ 
uring  ten  yards,  how  about 
painting  lines  across  the  pilch  at 
ten-yard  intervals  from  the  half¬ 
way  line?  This  would  at  least 
provide  a  non-judgmental 
measure. 

The  laws  allow  a  player  in 
possession  to  be  shoulder 
charged  off  the  ball,  but  what  I 
see  occurring,  with  increasing 
frequency,  is  that  a  player  in 
possession  shoulder-charges  an 
approaching  opponent.  Since 
the  opponent  is  not  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  ball,  this  must  be 
illegal,  but  1  have  yet  to  see  an 
official  react  to  it. 

Yours  faithfully, 

PETER  BROOKER, 

30  Hamilton  Cose, 

Bricket  Wood, 

St  Albans,  Hertfordshire. 


From  the  Secretary  of  the  Book- 
makers'  Committee 
Sir,  The  article  (January  4)  on 
the  Jockey  Club's  call  for  “the 
scrapping  of  the  levy-free  slice  of 
betting  shop  turnover"  is  the 
latest  act  in  the  campaign 
against  the  bookmakers’  in¬ 
dustry  prim  to  the  examination 
of  gambling  and  gaming  by  the 
Home  Affairs  Committee  (HAQ. 

Once  ag”".  an  ignorance  of 
the  levy  system  is  displayed. 
The  levy  on  horseradng  betting 
is  recommended  annually  to  the 
Levy  Board  by  the  Bookmakers' 
Committee.  Negotiations  take 
place  and,  if  agreement  is 
reached,  the  annual  scheme  is 
promulgated. 

The  levy  aims  to  raise  a 
specific  sum  of  money  relating 
to  forecast  turnover.  The  Levy 
Board,  in  considering  the 

recommendations,  satisfies  it¬ 
self  that  the  charges  proposed 
will  meet  the  target  yield  if  the 
forecast  turnover  is  achieved. 

The  28th  Levy  Scheme  in¬ 
troduced  the  shop-based 
scheme.  This  has  given  assis¬ 
tance  to  the  wnaii  bookmaker  or 
piyrgmai  shop.  This  was  agreed 
by  all  members  of  the  Book¬ 
makers*  Committee  and  the 
Levy  Board,  which  included 
Jockey  Chib  representatives, 
one  of  whom  is  the  chairman  of 
the  HAC. 

There  was,  however,  disagree¬ 
ment  on  the  yickL  and  the 
scheme  was  therefore  referred  to 
the  home  secretary,  who  gne 
additional  protection  to  the 
small  bookmaker. 

For  the  30th  Levy  Scheme,  all 
shops,  irrespective  of  turnover, 
win  pay  a  fee  of  £183  and  then, 
on  cash  turnover,  the  sum  of  £1 
in  £61  from  turnover  in  excess 
of  £220,000.  The  small  book¬ 
maker  thus  benefits,  but  the 
middle-size  or  larger-size  book¬ 
maker  pays  in  excess  of  one  per 
cent  of  turnover.  Moreover,  due 
to  the  design  of  the  Levy 
Scheme,  if  turnover  is  greater 
than  forecast,  the  large  book¬ 
makers  will  pay  up  to  1.6  per 
cent  of  turnover  in  levy  charges. 
The  scheme  balances  out  the 
contribution  to  the  yield. 

The  betting  industry  is  not 
exempt  from  the  economic  facts 
of  life.  Whereas,  20  years  ago 
there  were  17,000  betting  shops. 


there  are  now  about  1 0.000.  The 
number  is  reduring  by  2  per  cent 
a  year,  a  rate  that  wffl  be 
exacerbated  by  the  recession. 

As  the  Jockey  Club  has  three 
seals  on  the  Levy  Board,  which 
agreed  the  30th  Levy  Scheme,  it 
is  surprising  to  read  that  it  has 
called  for  the  scrapping  of  the 

so-called  levy-free  slice.  This  has 
never  been  proposed  by  the 
Levy  Board,  but  perhaps  the 
Jockey  Qub  does  not  feel  that 
its  representatives  on  the  Board 
declare  its  views.  The  scrapping 
of  the  rate  at  which  the  levy 
charges  on  turnover  is  raised 
would  result  in  die  elimination 
of  the  fixed  fee  and  in  the  cash 
rate  of  £1  in  £61  being  altered  — 
dramatically  so. 

The  betting  industry  does  not 
seek  confrontation,  but  rather 
co-operation,  and  it  would  be 
helpful  if  ideas  and  suggestions 
were  debated  within  the  estab¬ 
lished  bodies  in  racing. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  A.  JACKSON,  Secretary, 

The  Bookmakers’  Committee, 

32  Grosvenor  Gardens,  SW1. 


From  Mr  Frank  Holrayd 
Sir,  John  HaraunofPs  letter 
(January  3)  distorts  slightly  by 
implying  that  bookmakers*  prof¬ 
its  are  only  one  third  of  what  the 
racing  industry  provides  by  way 
oflevy  and  betting  duty.  Punters 
alone  provide  the  levy  and  duty, 
yet  there  are  other  activities  in 
gambling  that  betting  shops 
charge  punters  the  levy,  such  as 
greyhound  racing,  boxing, 
cricket,  football  and  gol£  yet  do 
not  pay  that  money  to  the  levy 
board.  In  addition,  betting 
shops  have  a  free  slice  of  their 
turnover  amounting  to 
£200,000  per  shop  on  which 
ihey  collect  from  punters  but  do 
not  pay  over  any  levy  at  ah. 

Bookmakers  must  understand 
that  their  role  in  horserace 
gambling  is  being  increasingly 
scrutinised  because  of  what 
some  people  consider  unfair 
rfealingK  The  Jockey  Club  is 
preparing  a  case  soon  which 
undoubtedly  will  question 
whether  they  are  alone  good  for 
racing.  I  do  not  think  they  are. 
Yours  faithfully, 

FRANK  HOLROYD, 

1  Bolton  Court, 

Bradford,  North  Yorkshire. 


Rift  In  squash 

From  Mr  Edward  Poore 
Sir.  I  read,  with  great  interest, 
Colin  McQuillan’s  article 
(December  27)  on  the  widening 
rift  between  players  and  referees 
in  squash  rackets.  1  started 
refereeing  at  Harrow  School  in 
1964  and  thereafter  on  the 
tournament,  county  and  inter¬ 
national  circuits. 

The  principal  problem  with 
the  referees  is  that  the  players 
know  that  they  (or  very  few  of 
them)  have  any  competitive 
squash-playing  background  and 
are  thus  easily  unsettled.  The 


author  of  "View  from  the 
Midlands”,  quoted  in  the  arti¬ 
cle.  goes  on  ad  infinitum  about 
the  theory,  whilst  failing  to 
adjust  to  the  job  in  hand. 

There  is  little  or  no  contact 
between  players  and  referees  to 
iron  out  these  idiosyncrasies.  As 
McQuillan  pointed  out,  the 
referees  are  more  interested  in 
their  own  pecking  order  than 
doing  the  job  properly.  Without 
the  players,  they  have  no  job; 
they  would  do  well  to 
remember. 


EDWARD  POORE, 
6  Page’s  Walk.  SE1. 


Corinthian  ideals 

From  Mr  Edward  Grayson 
Sir,  Mr  Geoffrey  S.  Yates’s  letter 
(January  3)  about  his  Corin¬ 
thian  unde.  H.  G.  Yates,  has 
jogged  my  memory  as  author  of 
that  celebrated  dub’s  modem 
chronicle  which  was  up-dated  in 
1983  as  Corinthian-Casuals  and 
Cricketers  fin*  the  amalgamated 
dub’s  centenary.  The  book  was 
based  on  my  second  world  war 
schoolboy’s  correspondence 
with  G.  O.  Smith  who,  almost  a 
century  ago,  as  England's  regu¬ 
lar  centre-forward,  enjoyed  the 
same  sporting  reputation  as 
Gary  Lineker  merits  today,  and 
also  corroborated  by  subsequent 
discussions  with  C.  3.  Fry. 


Not  a  single  one  of  my 
youthful  enquiries  was  con¬ 
cerned  with  violence,  physical 
intimidation,  drugs  or  commer¬ 
cial  or  political  exploitation.  My 
quests  for  knowledge  about  their 
playing  period  were  geared  to 
curiosity  about  their  training,  or 
lade  of  it,  playing  techniques, 
equipment  and  comments  on 
their  contemporaries. 

For  fulfilment  of  Mr  Yates's 
hope  that  "England  mu y  once 
again  be  proud  to  have  a  football 
t*am  to  stand  comparison", 
three  elements  are  essential. 
One,  role  models  must  be  in  the 
Lineker,  Bobby  Charlton  and 
Stanley  Matthews  moulds.  Two, 
illegalities  both  off  and  on  the 
field,  must  be  condemned  and 


not  condoned  by  all  concerned 
with  football's  administration  at 
every  level;  and  third,  now  that 
Hfa  has  accepted  its  responsibil¬ 
ities  for  mandatory  playing 
penalties  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
century  after  Pete  was  hacked 
out  of  the  1966  World  Cup, 
referees,  managers,  coaches  and 
players  throughout  the  world 
must  harmonise  their  under¬ 
standing  of  the  rule  oflaw  on  the 
playing  field. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours,  faithfully, 
EDWARD  GRAYSON, 

4  Paper  Bufldings,- 
Temple,  EC4. 


Sports  Letters  may  be  sent 
by  fax  to  071-782  5046. 


SWIMMING 


Multi-golden  oldies 
salute  the  new  era 


PARADING  the  odd  golden 
oldie  has  become  part  of 
sports  culture  the  world  over. 
But  in  Australia  they  rarely  do 
things  by  halves  and  the  stars 
of  yesteryear  are  rolling  into 
Perth’s  Superdome  in  droves 
for  the  sixth  world  swimming 
championships. 

The  veterans,  many  of  them 
multi-gold-medal  winners 
from  the  Fifties  and  early 
Sixties,  when  Australians 
dominated  swimming,  were 
not  in  the  mood  for  sitting 
around  in  VIP  tents  politely 
eating  sandwiches.  Instead, 
they  chose  to  greet  “the  new 
era”  with  a  surprising  vigour 
and  had  a  few  words  of  advice 
for  those  who  follow  them. 

Their  arrival  at  the 
championships  was  well 


From  Craig  Lord  in  Perth 

timed;  Tamas  Szechy,  the 
Hungarian  coach  almost 
everyone  wants  to  talk  to  after 
his  pupils.  Tamas  Darnyi  and 
Norbert  Rozsa,  each  broke  a 
world  record  here,  says  the 
new  era  is  more  global  and 
should  start  with  a  new  record 
book.  “We  should  eliminate 
these  records  because  some 
were  set  in  the  time  when 
drugs  were  used,”  he  said 
through  an  interpreter.  “This 
is  the  right  time  to  do  this.” 

Szechy  would  not  qualify 
which  records  and  races  were 
swum  under  the  influence  of 
drugs.  He  has  had  five  Olym¬ 
pic  champions  and  many 
more  world  record-holders, 
including  Darnyi  and  Andres 
Hargitay,  both  medley  special¬ 
ists,  over  the  last-32  years. 


Hungary’s  golden  run 


THE  United  States  team  finally 
found  its  feet  last  night,  winning 
three  of  the  five  swimming  titles 
on  offer  at  the  sixth  world 
championships  at  Perth  but  it 
was  another  night  of  Hungarian 
celebration. 

Krisztina  Egerszegi  followed 
Hungary’s  diet  of  a  gold  medal  a 
day  by  winning  the  100  metres 

’Kgrtr^rmln- 

The  world  record,  however,  in 
contrast  to  the  experience  of  her 
colleagues,  Norbert  Rozsa  and 
Tamas  Darnyi,  on  the  first  two 
days,  proved  elusive.  Egerszegi 
won  by  two  tenths  of  a  second  in 
lmin  01.78sec,  as  her  fellow- 
Hungarian,  Tuodc  Szabo,  fin¬ 
ished  strongly  to  out-reach  Janie 
Wagstaff  of  the  United  States. 

For  Szabo,  who  trains  alone  in 
the  small  village  ofNyiregyhAza, 
180  miles  from  Budapest,  the 


race  was  a  continuation  of  her 
apprenticeship  to  Egerszegi.  She 
twice  finished  runner-up  to  the 
world  champion  at  the  Euro¬ 
pean  youth  championships. 

Having  a  place  in  the 

final  of  the  100  metres,  Sharrou 
Page,  of  Wigan  Wasps  made 
amends  in  the  B  final,  finishing 
first  for  an  overall  ninth  place  in 
an  English  record  of  1:03.97. 

Janet  Evans,  of  the  United 
States,  avenged  her  defeat  in  the 
200-  metres  freestyle  by  Hajdey 
Lewis,  beating  the  Australian  in 
the  400  metres. 

Matt  Biondi  retained  his  title 
in  the  100  metres  freestyle, 
while  his  colleagues  beat  Ger¬ 
many  in  the  women’s  4  x  100 
metres  freestyle  relay.  Karen 
Pickering  brought  the  British 
tram  home  in  an  excellent 
56.43sec. 


Back  in  hut  SW7.  the  Aussie 
golden  oldies  gathered.  Hav¬ 
ing  met  a  shy  Shane  Gould 
(now  Innes),  a  triple  gold 
medal  winner  at  the  Munich 
Olympics  in  1972,  on  Tues¬ 
day,  I  wondered  if  the  story 
would  be  the  same  with  Dawn 
Fraser,  the  only  woman  to  win 
the  same  event  in  three 
successive  Olympic  Games, 
the  first  in  1956,  and  Murray 
Rose,  who  won  three  Olympic 
titles  in  1956  and  1960. 

It  was  not  “When  I  heard 
the  crowd  last  night,  the 
emotions  all  came  back," 
Fraser,  a  state  politician,  said. 
“They’ve  stayed  with  me  and  I 
hope  they  always  will.  This  is 
the  new  era  for  Aussie  swim¬ 
ming.  Hayley  [Lewis]  proved 
that  last  night.  She  showed  she 
has  the  guts  to  race,  that’s 
what  being  a  champion  is 
about.  If  more  of  the  kids  can 
do  this,  we  can  get  back  to 
where  we  stood  in  the  world 
before.” 


Don  Talbot,  Australia's 
head  coach,  agreed  that  the 
drugs  era  had  passed,  but  said 
the  West  had  to  get  tough  to 
compete  with  the  likes  of  the 
Hungarians.  “They  have  a 
great  culling  system  for  find¬ 
ing  the  right  swimmers,”  he 
said.  “They  produce  the 
environment  of  discipline  and 
hard  work  that  is  needed. 


“The  work  ethic  in  those 
countries  is  better.  We  have  to 
get  back  to  hard  work  and 
leave  the  quick  fix  in  the 
past” 


RESULTS  FROM  PERTH 


Swimming 

Men 


100  metres  freestyle 
FINAL  1.  M  Blend  (US).  48.1  Smc:  2.  T 
Warner  (9wel  43.63;  3.  G  Lambert  (M. 
49.82:  A  Y  Bashkatov  (USSR).  5004:  £* 
Hofenenz  19m).  5022;  6.  S  Caron  (Ft). 
6020;  7,  PSJH  (Ora).  5058;  8,  S  Jordan 
‘  51.10.  Non-qBaBeR  A  Shortman 
51.1  a  B  ffcafc  oweraa  placing:  16. 
S1.11. 


4.-1&23: 7,  a  Muster  (Oar),  4.-1&2S;  8,  S 
Cam  (BaQ.  4.-1 8^7.  Non-qoaflWera:  K 
Manor  (OB).  421.31:  j  DeaMna  (OB). 
427.87.  B  Saab  Ornate  16.  Meter, 
421.28;  18.  Doakkis.  427.97. 


Diving 

Men 


100  metres  backstroke 


1.  K  Egarazngl  (Hut),  Imki 
01-78sec;  2.  T  Szabo  (Hun).  1:01.98;  3.  J 
Waoaaff  (US),  1:02.17;  4. 8  8cMcht(Qeri, 
1:1B*1;  6,  J  Wfaon  (USL  1<&92;  6.  N 
1=08.19;  7.  S  Pod 


Three-metre  springboard 
FINAL:  1.  X  Ferguson  (US).  flSUSpta;  2. 
Tan  Ltangde  (C&na).  843.95;  3  A  KflLn 
(Oort.  BTR77;  4,  U  Dateng  (China). 
814.73: 5.  M  Bradshaw  (US).  810.14;  6JS 
LomanovsM  (USSR),  598.83;  7.  V 
Sutaarteo(USSH),  677.98;  B.  E 


I0&l£&tt;3.V 

Ontar  (CanL  Ml  7.  V  Shamatov 

(lBSffl>dia8:01JI 


1:0323;  8,  D  Hssa  (Oar).  1:0324. 
■steNtarac  H  Stattar  (GB),  1:0652;  M 
SfflAn  (Ve).  1:0340:5  Pc^a  (QB),  1:0442. 

130387  (EngBah 


(Nattt.  568.52: 9.  F  Plates  (Max).  565.83; 
10,  S  McCormack  (AusL  565.14:  11.  J 
583.10;  12,  M  Rourfca 


BhatOwteS, 

record);  14,  Stattar,  1 


Mondragon  (Max). 
(Can).  549.54- 

Water  polo 
Men 


(US),  23225. 


Women 

400  metres  freestyle 


4  x  100  metres  freestyle  relay 

HNAL:  1,  United  Sates  jN^ 


:  Grate  I 

pain  8.11 


Cooper,  w  ltadgapem.  J  Thompson). 
3mta  43l2Smc:  2.  Germany  (5  Osygua,  K 
Ktakasa,  K  Stock,  M  Stofcnach).  3*437, 


FINAL:  1.  J  Evans  (U8L  4mto  OBBSaao:  Z 


Ktakasa,  K  Stock,  M  Stoterach).  — ... 
3,  Netherlands  (M  Mute.  I  Da  Bnjnjtf 


9.  Yugoslavia  B;  Spain  8,  Itoty  7.  (taoop  F: 
Hungary  12.  AuatralB  11;  Germany  9, 
Untad  States  7.  Cheap  Ge  Romania  15, 
New  Zealand  S:  Greece  11.  China  & 
Qntp  Hb  Canada  6,  Egypt  5;  Cuba  9, 
France  8. 


Mute,  K  Prtenaesea,  &4SJ6:  <  _ _ 

Ss482&  5,  Denmark,  3*833;  8,  Canada, 
349-22;  7.  Sweden,  8*097;  3  Britain. 
3SZ.Z4.,  ..  ..  • . . 


Women 


BUST  ROUMfc  Group  A:  New  Zealand  9, 
FTanca  8;  Netherlands  13.  Germany  & 
United  States  14.  Brazfl  a 


a-*-f6<™-LA  CREME  DE  LA  CREME 


The  National  Trust 

For  Places  af  Historic  Interest  or  Natural  Beauty 
Make  Britain's  Heritage  Your  Future 


Secretary 

-  Legal  Department 
c.  £11,000  per  annum 


Central  London 


The  National  Trust  has  worthwhile  careen  for  secretaries  interested  in  making  a 
valuable  contribution  to  the  important  work  we  do  preserving  all  that  is  unique 
about  Britain. 

Working  with  Solicitors  in  our  friendly  Legal  Office  overlooking  St  James’s  Park, 
you  trill  be  given  the  chance  to  display  your  secretarial  and  administrative  flair. 
This  means  that  you’ll  need  RSA II  typing  and  audio  skill*  as  well  as  strong  desire  to 
prove  to  us,  and  to  yourself,  that  you  care  about  our  heritage. 

It's  challenging  work  but  your  involvement  in  the  legal  work  of  die  National  Trust 
means  that  you’ll  always  be  developing  your  skills. 

So  whether  you  already  have  a  good  deal  of  secretarial  or  legal  experience,  or  you’re 
a  college  leaver  looking  for  your  first  job,  we  could  have  an  opportunity  to  suit  you. 

Along  with  a  competitive  salary  (reviewed  in  April),  you’ll  have  the  dunce  to  build 
a  progressive  career  either  within  the  Trust  or  the  legal  world. 

Please  write  with  Ml  career  details  or  telephone  for  further  information  to: 

Kerry  Cobfcy 
Ferronnel  Officer 

The  National  Trust,  36  Queen  Anne’s  Gate, 

London  SW1H  9 AS.  Tel:  071  222  92S1. 

Claiing  data  25  January  1991. 


SECRETARY/PA 

DESIGN 

COMPANY, 

CHELSEA 


,  -nyliiwuv’  ,wH 

I  secretary 
required  far  buy  design 
consultancy.  Shorthand/ 
typing,  reception,  good 


l«Pp< 

required.  r,p>i  iww  in 
design  an  advantage. 


Salary  £12-14,000.  CV*t  re 
81 


String 

SW1W  8DA  Tat 

871-584  9321 


No 


EMMA 

BRIDGEWATER 

LTD 

Fulham  Based 
Design  Co 


Raqtere  competent  office 
manager,  must  have 
axDflrienca.  Educated  to 
‘AtaraHsttoidarti.  45  wpm 
typtog  rrtu  and  numerate. 

Osatacl  Emma  Todd 
071-3719033 


WPOP/RECffTKMST 

C£12£B0+  PERKS 


For  Cfty  Stockbrokers 
based  in  superb  offices. 
Monarch  s/b.  Word/ 
Microsoft  Word  WPS 
spreadsheet  exp. 

If  poss! 

Cal  THERESA  SALTER  oa 
B7F6ZM2B0fr  dstans. 
Amlatudw  Pernod 


PRIVATE  SECRETARY 

IDEALLY  AGED  28 -40 

Smte  offlea  In  quiet  garden  square  near  Victoria  steten. 


The  work  is  varied  i 


I  the 


and  ehatenging  kwoMng  I 
commercial  and  private  ecttaktae  of  me  Chakman  of  a 
omm  of  anaB  eompntas.  Good  secretarial  sldta 
"  shorthand  as  wet  as  e  tfwerfta  persootegr  era 
hit  £n  .000  pji 


teduefcosh _  .  . 

Kfaptatelty  are  needed.  Salary  not  tan  than  £14, 

Tel:  071  730  5873 


Receptionist/Secretary/Bookkeeper 


for  Harley  Street  practice.  Applicant  will  require 
bookkeeping  and  computer  skills  and  take  responsibility 
for  appointment  desk.  Long  established  family  practice 
with  p»— working  conditions. 

Salary  £14000  -  £17,060. 

071-580-2294. 


ADMIN  TYPIST 
c£12f000  pa 

A  major  Newspaper 
Publishing  Group  based  in 
Central  London  reeks  an 
experienced  Typist  to  work 
on  a  Newspaper 
Pnjductkta/Accounts 
system  within  3s  busy 
Advotisment  copy 
department. 

Apply  h  wrt&og  glvtag 
toll  details. 
PtonRepfyk 
Bn  No  2465 


SECRETARY/PA 
£18,000  NEC. 

Supob  potation  in 
muniSmiw  Wert  End 
EucunrSuta.  Seoctarial 
rapport  to  CBO  and  ba£k<ep 
lo  Executive  Assstantai 
Ideally,  yw  win  be  between 
26/32  with  enxDeai 
Shorthand  A  Won&erftat  5.1 
experience  at  renter  fcvet  - 
preferably  width) 

OS  industry. 

ClH  Macfczy-PVfa* 
(Pen  Coos) 

D71491B383 


CAN  WE  COUNT  ON  YOU? 

£14,000 


A  highly  successful  and  prestigious  firm  of  management 
consul  lams  based  in  the  City,  have  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  a  confident  and  energetic  individual 
As  a  key  member  of  this  busy  team  you'll  essentially  be 
providing  secretarial  support  to  the  sales  and  marketing 
team.  With  at  least  2  years  experience  ideally  gained  in  a 
fast  moving  environment,  you  will  possess  good  audio 
secretarial  skills  together  with  a  good  general  standard  of 
education.  The  ability  u>  work  effectively  under  pressure 
and  oo  your  own  i native  is  essential,  as  are  excellent 
■  communication  skills  and  presentation. 

la  return  Tor  your  enthusiasm  and  commitment  you  will 
receive  a  good  salary,  benefits  and  (he  opportunity  to 
develop  and  progress.  Age;  21-30. 

Gtj  Office  Tel:  071-726  8491. 


ANGELA  MORTIMER 

I  I  Secretarial  Recruitment  Consultancy  XV 


CAREERS  IN  BANKING 

PA -FLUENT  GERMAN  OSXQ8  +  Mte 

Top  parities  re  M  tan.  withta  pnsjpow  tav.  task  dt 

tawhmMtewpaMMfoLltetanrtnl 
PA  —  GOOD  FRENCH  £16,088  +  Exd  Boons 

Dnriop  ■  can  in  the  Matatag  DMdon.  1-1  oaw,  an  varied  ptaiiaa 
*iA  knofsoKatiN.  Shorttand  RqwnC 

TRADING  FLOOR  HUOO  +  M* 

arid  nenat  wBI  he 


Wtafeng  Wh  trakn  ao  Eta  EH  Dak.  30%  uatuad  tte  nai 
«  rad  cm  oom  onoBUeL  Mas  fee  nafficst. 

PERSONNEL  ADMINISTRATOR  £tt£00  +  Mtg 
Swvhassurataj.  Yuanredtehe  rurtiaiMrnflt«uft«ilfl  rite 
aMd  brand  (  SeuNc  rad  tafd  wwtaajrttteile. 

Please  call  Enfly  Hall  oo  071  255  1555. 


" MERIDIAN  (Rcc  Cons) 


PA  TO  SENIOR  PARTNER 
£20,000  CITY 


This  leading  firm  of  management  consult¬ 
ants  require  a  PA  educated  to  degree  level 
(or  strong  proven  track  record)  to  work 
for  their  Senior  Partner.  This  job  carries  a 
great  deal  of  responsibility  and  requires  a 
PA  who  can  deal  both  intern  ally  and 
externally  at  the  highest  level  and  prior¬ 
itise  workloads  effectively.  You  wtll  be 
expected  to  initiate  work  on  behalf  of 
your  boss,  cany  out  basic  research  as  well 
as  perform  normal  secretarial  duties. 
Age  28+ .  Speeds:  fast  accurate  audio  + 
rusty  s/h. 


COBBOII)  AND  DAVIS 
RECRUITMENT  LTD. 

35  Breton  Place  W1. 071-493  7789  T' 


EXPERIENCED 

SECRETARY 


urgently  required  for  international  conference 
company  excellent  WP  skills,  some  DTP 
experience  a  must.  Small  busy  office,  young 
team.  Immediate  start,  salary  negotiable. 

For  a  great  opportunity,  send  CV  to 
PERSONNEL  MANAGER,  L&B  FORUM, 
14  BOWDEN  STREET,  LONDON  SE11 4DS 
(No  Agencies) 


ACCOMODATION/ 
ADMINISTRATION  OFFICER 

Reared  tar  Lragnga  School  hi  Uodeo. 

This  is  an  important  wA  responsible  pcstthxi  and  demands  an 
abSty  to  deal  wtt  tsgB  nuntews  of  different  nstkxoBfes  In  at 
sfflbert  and  good  tureursd  manner. 

The  successful  apP&ati  •Abe  famSiar  with  all  aspects  of  offlra 
procedure  and  be  required  to  requtaily  rite  host  famines. 
Staring  Stem  c£12DOO  per  annum  am 
REPLY  WITH  CT  TO  BOX  NO  2457, 


Sec./Admin. 

for  small  Design 
Consultancy  iu  W.l  1.  AD 
round  sJolis  req’d  plus 
numeracy  as  some  book¬ 
keeping  is  ind.  Salary 
ncg.  buictll  J)00. 
Ring  Caroline 

071-381-2385. 


CoasernSveMP 
raqalres  mature 
Secretary  to  work  frsra 
Belyavfa  heme. 

Good  French  and  Shorthand. 
Canminndoni 


Applications  with  CV  & 
Mophons  DO.  to 
Boot  No.  2462 
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OPPORTUNITIES 
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SUPER  SECRETARIES 


I 


STEPPING  STONES 


EXCITING  OPPORTUNITY 
IN  WINE  TRADE 


LeKfing  Independent  Wine  Merchant,  London  based, 
saeks  a  fagWy  motivatBd,  efficient  secretary  with  good 
typing  sldb  to  work  with  the  Sales  Director  and  sates 
tBsn.  Workrig  kresefodgs  of  french  and  interest  in 
wine  essotiaL  Very  canpeHw  package  offered. 


AhNY  bMi  CV  to  The  Stees  Wrectar,  I 
MtaaUWtod,  12  Brawwy  Read,  iMtiee  H7MI 


MARKETING  CHILDREN’S  BOOKS 
£12,000  +  +  + 

TOP  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


Organisational  flair,  an  interest  in  chfldren's  books 
and  good  secretarial  sMta  are  al  quaEdas  you  wll 
need  working  In  thb  fun  and  busy  department 
Coming  Into  contact  with  authors,  press  and  pt*6c  on 
a  dafly  basis  demands  an  outgeting  personality  and 
plenty  of  enthusiasm. 

A  chance  to  get  thoroughly  involved  In  a  creative 
environment 


PEOPLE  UNLIMITED 
071-495  0141 


IECIUIIMENT  CONSU1IANIS 


SECRETARY 


Energetic,  enttfttatasttc  person 
required  trite  axcettont  sh/wp 
ridta  ID  esatat  Ftaenciri 
Conn ritar/  DSTs  Asetatent  In 
■  busy  West  End  Coemedcs 
Co.  Vary  good  proepeete  lor 
tea  right  person. 
ei2J)00  pa  +  bonus  +  eariy 


071-486  8641 
Ext  221/285. 


r  pa  ci6jooo  w»  s/h  reo 


aty  CO.  Art  23»  OT1-73* 
toaa  MBA  Of _ 


FIRST  CREME 


qyi-aaa  mm. 


071-437  W85  cmw  Petra 


aunau  8k/pa  fra  ws  ou  on, 


NMM.  C1AOOO  +  I 
rate  CtewSub  Pen 
P71- 


>eU«.aoa  Oranteo 


BANKING  &  LEGAL 
LA  CREME 


EXPERIENCED 

LEGAL 


WP  OPERATOR 

tainredtatafr  raqteed  lor 
aaScNore  wait  modri  afflera 
dorato 


of  tearidocamentekm  rarantw. 
Oral  SIMM  pa.  Trirtteone 
S71-aaZ«11.M2S 


BANKING  AND  LEGAL 
CREME 


JUNIOR  CAREER  SEEKER 


Unique  opportunity  for  an  ambitious  aud  Qoribie  Jmaior 
Seoetary  with  sound  secretarial  skUk.  Some  knowledge  of 
German  would  be  of  advantage  but  not  essential. 

Yon  would  be  working  in  a  stimulating  environment  of 
fashion  designers  and  manufacturers  based  in  the  West 
End  as  wril  as  Hendon. 

In  return,  a  very  good  salary  aud  benefits  arc  offered. 
Please  apply  in  writing  to 

EURO  SECRETARIES 

2  Beechwonh  Close.  London  NW3  7UT.  Tet  071-435  0718 


PART-TIME  VACANCIES 


ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 

We  are  looking  for  a  mature,  intelligent  audio  typist 
for  our  Editor-in-Chief,  with  excellent  typing  skills, 
a  good  telephone  manner  and  common  sense. 

As  you  will  be  backing  up  his  Secretary,  hours  of 
work  are  flexible  to  a  certain  extent,  but  will  be  no 
less  than  28  hours  a  week. 

We  are  offering  a  salary  of  between  £10,500  and 
£12,000  (based  on  a  35  hour  week)  and  a  benefits 
package  which  includes  25  dajs’  holiday.  LYs  and 
fiee  and  discounted  books.  Our  modem  offices  are 
based  dose  to  High  Street  Kensington  tube  station. 

Hease  apply  in  writing,  enclosing  a  CV  and  stating 
your  current  salary,  to: 

The  Personnel  Officer 
The  Penguin  Group 
27WrigJits  Lane 
London  W8  5TZ 
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Henderson  holds  strong 
hand  with  Ten  Of  Spades 

Bv  MaMTiadiri  . 


'••T.  *'»*'»  «.w 


By  Mandarin  ^ 

(Michael  Phillips  notably  Panto  Prince, 

THF  w,  d  „  Pukka  Major  and  Rusch  De 

irifL:0hl1  £*S  Chase  may  FatBes,  he  is  capable  of  exjx»- 
weUbe  won  by  Ten  Of  Spades  “git. 

todfly  now  that  Ako*  he  would  be  conceding 

^VS***11  Instated  not  w^ght  to  Panto  Prince  and 
to  saddle  her  Gold  Cup  and  Pukka  Major  were  this  a 
George  runner-up  Toby  handicap. 

Two  of  Panto  Prince’s  four 
rormerly  trained  by  Fulke  victories  on  today’s  course 
walwyn,  Ten  Of  Spades  is  were  achieved  in  the  autumn, 
“ow  m  the  care  of  Nicky  but  they  were  pretty  bloodless 
Henderson  who  reported  the  affairs.  Since  then  he  has  run 


also  trained  by  Henderson,  ran  so  well  behind  Mr  Gossip 
who  said  yesterday  that  he  was  at  Stratford  recently. 


thrilled  by  the  way  he  had 
shaped  at  Chepstow  in  die 
race  won  by  Upton  Park, 
especially  since  it  was  his  first 
race. 


Having  been  beaten  only 
half  a  length  by  Star’s  Delight 
at  Newbury  13  days  ago. 
Knock brack  looks  poised  to  go 
one  better  in  the  Blackmons 


1 1-year-old  to  be  in  very  good 
shape  yesterday. 

Ten  Of  Spades  won  a  handi¬ 
cap  over  2%  miles  at  Ascot  on 
his  seasonal  debut  last  Janu¬ 
ary  for  Walwyn.  Subse¬ 
quently,  he  did  even  better  by 
capturing  a  more  valuable 
race  on  the  same  Berkshire 


moderately,  first  when  fourth 
behind  Pegwefl  Bay  at  Hun¬ 
tingdon  and  again  when  be 
was  pulled  up,  albeit  behind 
Desert  Orchid  at  Kempton  on 
Boring  Day. 

Although  brimful  with  abil¬ 
ity  on  his  day.  Pukka  Major 
showed  time  and  rime  again 


The  Lamboum  trainer  Vale  Handicap  Chase  while 
added  he  considers  Quick  Celtic  Chiefs  younger  brother 
Opinion,  to  be  a  good  horse  in  Chief  Celt  can  improve  upon 
the  making.  In  the  circum-  his  run  at  Warwick  behind 
stances,  be  could  well  torn  out  Jungle  Knife  (a  winner  by  15 
tobetoogoodforBuddington,  lengths  at  Leicester  on  Tues- 


Cowden  Cottage,  Corravonin, 
Ifs  Nearly  Time  and  The 
Kendalist,  who  have  also 


day)  by  capturing  the  Spettis- 
bury  Novices'  Hurdle. 

Finally  at  Lingfield,  An- 


f  ,  r —  — — —  ■■■■m  w  ouuwbu  umc  auu  omc  npytm 

back,  prior  to  falling  in  the  last  season  that  he  could  not 
£?!dJ:!,p  a!  ^^ham.  But  be  trusted  to  even  start,  while 


that  was  not  until  the  second- 
last  fence,  having  run  the  race 
of  his  life. 

What  I  have  always  liked 
about  Ten  of  Spades  has  been 
his  rugged  approach  to  racing 
If  there  is  a  chink  jn  xhe 
armour  of  his  rivals  today. 


- — —  ^  mill  Uto  Uiai 

Rusch  De  Faiges  was  basically  break  into  the  big  time  neariy 
a  disappointment.  30  years  ago. 

As  far  as  today’s  nap  is  Twelve  months  ago  he  was 
concerned,  though,  I  am  con-  in  his  seventh  heaven  when 
tent  to  rely  upon  Quick  Opbt*  Unde  Merlin  succeeded  for 
ion  to  win  the  Corscombe  him.  But  I  doubt  whether 
Novices'  Hurdle.  Wharry  Burn  can  do  likewise 

like  Ten  Of  Spades,  he  is  against  Team  Challenge,  who 


AwiuMui^L,  wuu  uavG  <uou  - » .fciifriii.ni,  rut- 

shown  varying  degrees  of  thony  Tory  can  land  a  double 
promise.  on  CowmterpnMcli  (1.0)  and 

The  Lillo  Lamb  GHalfangp  Snapshot  Baby  (3.0). 

Prospects  good 

since  the  race  is  run  annually  WINCANTON  and  Lxagfidd 
in  memory  of  one  of  his  confident  racing  will  take 

owners  who  gave  him  his  first  today.  Wincanton’s  deric 
hn>»V  intn  of  the  course,  Ian  Renton,  said; 

toeak  into  the  big  tone  neariy  -We've  had  some  rain,  but  the 
.MJ  years  ago.  ground  is  still  good  and  I  don't 

Twelve  months  ago  he  was  think  we’ll  have  any  problems.” 
in  his  seventh  heaven  when  A  spokeswoman  fair  Lingfield. 

where  the  final  event  on  Tues¬ 
day's  card  was  cancelled  because 
of  torrential  rain  and  high 
winds,  reported  conditions 
mimh  improved. 


.:■>  J  *:<  •»  t£  5j  r  1 1  '•&  3*  ffx  t  '*  ’-t  ' 


Chris  Pop  ham’s  Panto  Prince,  with  two  eariy-season  victories  at  Wincanton  to  his 
credit,  returns  to  the  Somerset  course  today  for  the  John  Boll  Chase 


Selections 

By  Mandarin 
12.45  Duncan  Idaho. 

1.15  Team  Challenge. 

1.45  QUICK  OPINION  (nap). 

2. 1 5  Ten  Of  Spades. 

2.45  Knockbrack. 

3.15  Chief  CdL 


By  Thunderer 
12.45  Soothover  Lad. 

1.15  Fit  For  Firing. 

1 .45  QUICK  OPINION  (nap). 

2.15  Panto  Prince. 

2.45  Knockbrack. 

3.15  Rochester. 


-  B  POM* 

—  H  Dmwoody 

- LHamqr 

- K  Mooney 


By  Michael  Seely 

1.45  Its  Nearly  Time.  2.1 5  RUSCH  DE  FARCES  (nap). 

Going:  good  SIS 

1&45  JAMBOREE  CONDITIONAL  JOCKEYS  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2,442:  2m)  (23 
runners) 

1  06/2124  aOUTNOVBt  LAD  12  (bflt  (S  WBtans)  D  Barons  8-72-0 _  NMa  81 

2  J*4240  "KO*®  FUQKT  tfl  (COJ’.S)  F  CrumptoQ  H  Hodgox  7-11-18 _  N  Mam  HI 

3  RWPP  BRENTRIVBt8RieBplF^(R  Bnq)  C  Banml  B-11-7 _  SFbMar(7)  — 

4  Him  BELTANE  THE  SSKTH  IS  (CDJVS)  (R  Dum)  N  Dunn  11-114 _  SBomotfi  88 

5  11BP-OF  tNPVN  BACH  47  (BPJFAty  (T  McGovern)  T  MoGoram  0-11-6 _  IlfcKww  82 

S  41-0856  DENBEMMJt2S(RF)(D  NnwtoflQA  Jamoo  B-114 _ _ _  E  Homey  88 

7  143B1P  NAATHJL IS (COJ=flJ (P Tory) N MfcMf 8-11-2 _  D8kynne  *99 

8  512FOO  MAJOR  EFFORT B (FjQ) (Mra F  Harvey) G Baking 6-10-13 _  ALoJeone(7)  Bfi 

B  33421/0  THORNFELD 37 (05) (Thomfield SecurHaa LM) J Atafust 7-10-13 _  QHaavar  — 

10  0/8333/  RtBOVBIO  8S3  (COJF^2|  (T  Paste)  P  Jongs  fl-10-10 _  Hooter  Nmfonl  (7)  — 

11  15B/0-  AUCTON  THE  255F  (S)  (Mrs  A  Sitewerteri)  J  Atahurat  8-104 _  TFWWd  — 

12  5P11-00  STRAW  BLAOE 103  (Dfl  (Goaaport)  Q  Ham  5-10-6 _  —  98 

IS  1F-0401  DUNCAN  BAND  M  (DAB)  (G  Itobla)  R  Ctfow  8-104 _ M  A  RtcOanM  (7}  86 

14  /018-43  NORTHERN  BARRY  15  0V)  (T  Ootoman)  J  MoConnochto  7-10-3 _  —  IB 

15  5/48/2*  STANDARD  ROSE  9  (DJI)  (P  Taptin)  M  MadQwidkB-10-2 _  DM»dgwk*(7)  — 

16  /S83/3  POP  DANCSI 7  (F)  (Mra  8  Flndi)  W  G  M  Tumor  9-1 04 _  J  Mama  (7)  B4 

17  /3O1P0/  HOLYBOUME  B14  (D5)  (Mra  D  Stamp)  Q  Greeny  7-10-0 _ Q  Upton  — 

18  30-23*6  RECBM8T 19  (D5)  (Mra  S  Ferry)  R  Hodges  5-10-0 _  TTbcteeoi  (7)  88 

IB  600/2-F  LUCAYANGOLfi 18 (HB^KBWnp 7-1M _ : _  Rlhm  81 

20  082421-  QLENSTAL ABBEY 42F. |XF) (T  Mfleari) R Atahunet 5-10-0 _  JUocfa  83 

21  5-34006  JUST  A  MEMORY 49  (J  WOO}  R  Mmntog  5-10-0  . _  DMattWM(7]  7B 

22  8230/  H»IAH  815  0ftsJFSly)H  WHS  19-104 _  MHoed  — 

23  0/0PO  FALSE  ARREST  3S(W  Tumor)  WG  Turner  9-104 — ! _ C  Pampaay  (7)  — 


1-43  CORSCOMBE  NOVICES  HURDLE  (£2,174;  2m  61)  (23  runners) 

1  36*41  BUDOMOmf  13  0U0  (S  SahaUiy)  T  Fonnar  B-11-12 -  C  Uawaflyn  86 

2  /BO/4-14  OOWDEH  COTTAGE  IB  (O)  (Dr  D  ChotmeD  Dr  0  Ctwsnay  7-11-12 _  8  MeNafil  85 

3  220/134  SOUTH  HARVEST  IS  (8)  (P  Duffy)  R  Bnatngton  B-11-12 _  R  Baogan  77 

4  AUTUMN  CRYSTAL  (P  Boddj)  Mbs  L  Bower  7-11-6 _  R  Rami  — 

5  PE  QORRAVORRM  47  (Mi  R  Baxter)  S  CMadan  8-11-6 _  G  HcCourt  88 

8  GO  EXTRA  SPECIAL  42  (H  Opdwi)  N  Gas 9km  8-11-8 _ A  Adana  — 

7  04  HANDSOME  SWALLOW  100  (N  Bay)  H  Bay  6-11-5 -  Mae  L  Oaekfcxd  m  — 

8  FF4SI  ns  NEARLY  THE  15  (BP)  (Mrs  R  BradtanOwy)  Mra  RBradnntiuy  8-11-5  NMnaM  (3)  *99 

B  60-30  H8TB)  HALF-CHANCE  23  (C  Smttti}  □  Bswonh  5-11-5 _ B  PowaB  88 

10  6  OUICK  OPfMON  19  (M  Bucfday)  N  Hmdoraon  6-11-6 _  R  DoMoady  83 

11  240-04  mtUCER  21  tMfordaNra  Ur?  Mrs  t  MdOa  8-11-6 _ L  ttewy  88 

12  GO/M  THE  KENDALIST  88  (T  Hbeon)  T  Faster  7-11-6 _ K  Mooney  88 

18  TOUCH  OF  WBfTBI  (Mra  D  Stomp)  K  Baflay  6-11-5 _  I  Lawranoa  — 

14  2/335  BETTY  HAYES  Z7  (R  Alnar)  R  Aha r  7-11-0 _ Mr  R  Afewr  98 

15  P  CHASMG  GOLD  IB  (Lady  Dam)  A  Dum  8-11-0 _ C  Mauds  (5)  — 

18  0042  DEXTEROUS  LADY  19  p  Show)  C  James  5-11-0 _ If  Hoad  (5)  BB 

17  P  FYNE  COURT  IB  (Kampran  Prtitara)  K  Btohop  8-11-0 _  R  Onano  (5)  — 

18  544  LADY  ELECTRIC  15  {A  Coombos)  R  Hodgea  5-11-0 _ N  men  (3)  80 

18  MAfSTie  DREAM  (C  MHchoQ  C  Mttcfwfl  7-11-0 _  D  Skymn  (3)  — 

SO  QOSTOW  PEAR  (J  FfatweB)  P  Loach  8-11-0 - H  Dodaa  — 

21  PBMT  FIZZ  (3  HUtotQ  J  Bakw  8-11-0 _  S  Bnrautfi  (B)  — 

22  0  TUDOR  SUNSET  20  (P  Party)  B  Fonoy  B-11-0 - - -  N  Dm  — 

23  BLUE  VERYAN  17V  (P  Aotunora)  M  Pipe  4-10-2 _ M  Pamlt  — 

BETTHKfe  2-1  Quick  OpMon.  7-2  Corravorrki,  4-1  BuddMaMo.64  Cowdan  Cottage,  8-1  South  Harvest. 

10-1  Damtaroua  Lady,  Tho  KancUoL  T2-1  othora. 

1BB0E  SOCIAL  CUMBER  6-11-SH  Davtaa  (11-4)  TFtoraw  21  ran 

FORM  FOCI  IQ  BUDMNOTON  boat' I  2nd  Id  s«4te«quant  winner  Sweat  N'  Twonly  at  Har- 
rv/rtm  rULrUO  Lad  Lana  61  at  Strut-  otord  (2m  3fc  goodL  wHi  FYW  COURT  was  nded  , 


tod  (2m  Bf,  good  to  aoHL  COWDBI  COTTAGE  141 
4*i  to  Upton  Park  at  Chepstow  (Bn  41.  good)  with 
waOragardad  QUICK  OPMON  3  hh  Earfirboat  La 
Buchanan  3W  at  Wandek  (2m  St,  goodL  wtth 
SPRUCSt  13JH  801  and  EXTRA  SPEORl  11th. 


atord  Go  SLgoodL  wtti  FYW  t 
up.  ITS  HEAiCy  TIME  1X1  2nd 
Nawkxi  Abbot  (2m  5f  110yd.  soffl, 
VEST  271 4th.  TIE  KENDaDsT/I 


li  FYW  COURT  was  pidad 
1X1  2nd  to  Cache  Heur  at 


Ad  at 
Bankers 


—  I  COMRAVORRM  B  2nd  m  Andcomba  Run  at  Tow-  I  find)  «i 


E  KENDALIST  71 2nd  to 
(2m.  good).  BETTY  HAYES  StSrd  U 
ovar  couraa  and  dWanca  (good  to 
start 


0(7)  —  caster  (2m  SI  28yd,  good).  DEXTEROUS  LADY  II  I  Safadtoc  COWDEN  COTTAGE 

^  ~  2.15  JOHN  BULL  CHASE  (E4^47:  2m  51)  (8  runners) 


M  A  FRrQataid  (7} 

—  DMBdga4ck  '(7) 

-  J  Name  (7) 

-  Q  Upton 

—  TTbotoMon(7) 
— —  Rtkaana 

-  >l  Leech 

_  DMaHtwws(7) 
-  MHoad 

—  C  Dampeay  (7) 


Long  barafledr  HoMxaums  B-13,  FtockMst  M2.  Luoayan  Gold  8-11.  Gtonstel  Abbey  9-10.  Just  A 
Momory  B-5,  Raeman  B-8,  Fotoo  Arrsct  6-3. 

BETTBKk  5-2  Duncan  Maho.4-1  SDuBwwr  Led.  5-1  Northern  Berry,  0-1  GianeW  Abbey,  Reckfivtat 
10-1  Lucayan  Qokt  12-1  others. 

19Bfc  NAATEU.  7-102  A  Tory  (11-^  N  Mtehefi  IB  nin 

FORM  FfinilQ  SOtmiOVErt  _  LAD.  Cm.  good  to  ton)  on  jpenutonata  mrt.  DUNCAN 
rwnm  rUUUO  tacact- atm  Tad? whan  -DAHO  boat  ONbebrnM  Oct  121  at  Taunton  (2m 
10  80i  to  Honwt  Word  at  Newtxay  (2m  lOOydJ.'and  lioyd,  good  to  aoU,  and  la  attracdvely  wrigraad. 
waa  a  hood  aid  to  General  Gtoy  war  asms  coin  HORTHEHM  barhy  7X1  8»d  to  KkxTa  Smart  at 
and  distance  (good  to  soft)  tan:  season. '  tfcjndngdon  (2m  IQOyrt.  eoft).  wftb  MAJOR  EFFORT 

RECORD  FUGHT  6X1  4th  to  VMa  Racos  at  Aaoot  a  wrf&aMn  8to.  FOP  PAMCBI l  8X1  Od  to  Go 
(2m4(.  good  to  Hm4-  DBTN  BACH  waa  lytog  second  Soffl.BI  (AW.  3>n  Bt,  Btapdajffl.  BHOTI- 

wben at tbelmtnght Inttwrace wonby Ml  VWTWI WtoAvoncnoUtwacratofydTKjnion pm 
Baba  at  Towoaaar  pm,  good.  MAATELL  wafi-  ,3t  good  to-8na). 
baefcod  when  baafing  Matlvo  Knight  II  a!  Pfcanpton  ITalarllnn;  DUNCAN  PAHO 


backod  when  baadng  Nattva  Knight  11  at  Pkanpton  I  Salaoflora  DUNCAN  BAHO 

1.15  ULLO  LUMB  CHALLENGE  CUP  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£3,184: 3m  If)  (17  runners) 

1  0F/I446  ACE  OF  8FK8  34  (0FAQ  (Sportng  C*de  Raobig)  Mra  G  Jonas  10-128  M  Lynch  88 

2  P0F824  GALA'S  IMAGE  13  (FAS)  (B  Thackray)  J  McConnocMa  11-11-6- -  J  Sbortt  98 

3  0211/10  FLYING  GOD  18  (DJFMJB)  (Jo  Wwran)  J  Baker  ll-IW -  •  Managb  (5)  S3 

4  BB50-P4  TEAM  CHALLENGE  «  (BJLPA8)  (l*a  E  HBoMm)  Mra  J  PBnan  9-11-8  M  FBaan  97 

6  316-313  FIT  FOR  FBWQ  14  (GA  (F  Chapman)  D  Baworth  7-11-6 -  B  PM  96 

8  1213-11  MOUNTEBOH  57  (DAOS)  (Mra  J  Turpto)  J  Edwarta  7-11-6 -  D  Tagg  84 

7  1/FP202  MAJESTIC  BUCK  12  (CHFA8I  CD  Peaka)  W  TUmer  11-11-2 -  NONRUNWR  — 

8  416F-34  OUR  HOBBY  18  (F.Gfl  (R  BaaHan)  M  Madgwlck  B-1V1 -  R  Baggan  80 

9  11/4F-F  WHARRY  BURN  13  (05)  (Mra  G  McFairan)  T  Fbraler  10-1M -  C  UeweSyw  88 

10  21/P34  TOM  BBI  29  (BFJFJI)  (K  Maekenda)  A  TUmal  9-1D6 -  O  MoCoort  S3 

11  6/PF10/  CHE1  BUCStANCT  730  (D«  (W  WNtoraad)  N  HenOaraon  9-10-1 -  J  Osborne  — 

12  UB-B12U  HASTY  HVSt  2  (BFA8)  (K  Brttan)  J  Okf  10-1 D-0 - - - —  L  Honor  •« 

13  285D40  KWG8WOOD  KITCHENS  12  fCOJFjOO  (P  Oartte)  P  CMrka  11-100. -  R  GoMdaiB  94 

14  6148/52  ROBESON  10  (S)  (R  Bowes)  J  OWord  8-100 - - - —  R  Na—  U 

15  22/5P2-P  BARTON  RWE  14  (S)  (Mbs  V  WUams)  J  BhMHlB  11-10G - -  N  WBaiaw  TS 

18  2203-34  PERMCXETY  88  PLF)  (R  Wsekd  C  Popham  11-136 - -  *  >"*“  73 

17  0FP-U33  HOfCYBTOI  MEAD  27  (B  Ryal)  B  RyaB  3106 -  □  “ater  67 

Loop  bsm&c^x  Heaty  Wror  e-12.  Wngewood  Ktehena  9-10,  nobMOae-7,  Gerton  Rls*  9-6,  Pemteksty 
B-8.  Honeybesr  Mead  66. 

BETTWO:4-1  Mountabor,  5-1  R  For  Firing.  8-1  Haaty  Over,  Team  Chaflange,  8-1  Os' Nobby.  10-1  Fly¬ 
ing  God,  Tom  Or.  12-1  others. 

1980;  UNCLE  MBtLM  9-12-0  H  Davtaa  (3*1)  T  Foretar  12  ran 
ennn  t/VM  Ifi  FLYING  GOO.  way  I  HUCKMjEEW, .  halWapdier  to  CaUc  CM*,  bam. 


1  U12F62  ONE  MORE  KM0HT  14  (D^FJ’AS)  (R  WM)  Mra  I  McKte  B-11-10 _ L  Hmy  81 

2  61-H4P  PANTO  PRMCe  15  (CDJ>AS)  (Mra  L  Wanen)  C  Popham  10-11-10 _  B  PoM  86 

3  RRP8UP-  PUKKA  MAJOR  284  (CAPAS)  (•*»  ST  Jones)  T  Thomson  Jonaa  13-11-10  MMchaida  — 

4  21/1  IF-  TBI  OF  3PAI»  301  (FA*)  (W  Wldbraod)  N  Henderson  11-11-10 -  J  Oaboma  BB 

5  0-00034  OKLAOMA  f  38  (S)  (R  Mancua^  R  KMparaM  (fifl  11-11-2 _  H  MHon  — 

8  3B1/S-PF  PADDY  BUCK  14  (FA  (Mra  J  Monts)  J  Hooeybaf  11-114 . .  —  — 

7  2/54840-  RUSCH  DE  FAROES  280  (D£)  (F  RnanQ  M  Pip®  8-11-2 _  MFWMtGSB 

8  U33-123  TIE  FRIXT  27  (F)  (R  Ledgsi)  R  Ladgar  12-11-2 -  Ifca  H  Ledger  60 

BETTMOe  34  Panto  Prlnca.  11-4  Ten  Of  Spate.  9-2  Ons  More  Knight.  5-1  Rusch  De  Ftogea.  12-1  Oto 

taoma  H.  Pukka  Ma(ar,  The  Fait,  16-1  Paddy  Buck. 

1990;  TOBY  TOBIAS  8-11-8  M  Pitmen  (6-5)  Ms  J  Pitmen  4  ran 

FORM  FOCIJQ  ONE  more  KMaHT  l  The  Langholm  Dyer  at  Bangor  (3m,  goon  in  ApA. 
rwn,'l  rwuuo  beat  Seagram  Jl  at  TBNOF»ADE84»  wte«2o«tj5Sto Norton's 
Liverpool  (3m  1L  Gm)  In  ApAond  was  2Xt  Mid  to  Coin  In  grade  I  Chsitarawm  Gold  Cuo  ^m2f,  good  to 
Fanniaa  Boy «  Kemptoi  On.  good)  last  Urn*  out  Hnn)  in  kferdt.  Previously  made  al  to  beat 


Fanmea  Bby  «  Kempton  (Mn  good)  leet  Arne  out. 
PANTO  FBWCEMwl  off  when  puled  up  before  2 


firm)  In  March.  Previously  nude  al  to  bast 
Pahdyboro  51  Ih  valuable  handcap  at  Ascot  (3m. 
aon^Wi  RUSCH  DE  FAROES  (14b  batter  off)  dte- 


boroogh  Chase  at  HunUngdon  pm  -M.  good).  Un-  kVa  Da>gM  at  Aacra  (an  41.  firm)  on  panUUmato 

aidtsdoy  soft  grraaA  FUKAMAJOR.  odea refused  start 

to  smrt  Mat  seaaon,pu<M  up  before  4  out  behind  I  geiubHan:  PANTO  PIUNCE 

Z45  BLACKMORE  VALE  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£2,716:  2m)  (5  runners) 

1  024312  nnCKMACK  13  (tAFABHG  HofeneN  G  Ham  11-124) -  BPowalGBB 

2  TtP/UIP-  WOLFHANGAR  384  fCDJSFf.QjB)  (Mrs  B  Samuel)  C  Brooks  9-11-13 —  J  Osborne  87 

3  /TW1-8  TOM  CAXTDN  20  (DAS)  (M  OCOnnor)  J  Wng  10-11-6 -  C  Llewelyn  91 

4  223P/21  SKYLARK  WONDER  9  (DA  (A  HUH)  C  Pophem  9-11-3  (Baa) -  S  Bumwoh  (5)  IS 

-  5  8-43543  BUTLERS  PET  9  (C4FA8)  (Mrs  J  Meta)  T  Natatt  12-104 -  P  Mefwrda  97 

uti  UNO:  2-1  Knockbrack.  5-2  Skylark  Wonder.  7-2  Butlera  Pet  11-8  Tom  Cwtton.  6-1  Woflhongar. 
1*90:  GENERALLY  RXMT  8-114  R  Diawoody  (0-4  ftw)  D  Nicholson  7  ran 

FORM  FriTil  IS  knockbrack  ki  i  caxton  ahouid  i 


fitter  after  18X1 8th  to  South 
,  BOR)  tut  month.  SKYLARK 
WONDER  made  al  to  bant  PdadRan  81  at  Windsor 
(Sm  40yd.  good)-  Prevtouaiy  1 XI  2nd  to  Came  Down 
over  course  and  dtaance  (good).  BUTLERS  PET  91 
3rd  to  Zummareet  at  Devon  (2m  If,  aolt).  Prevtouaiy 
15X1 4th  to  Fit  Fbr  Firing  at  Worcester  (2m  4f.  sofl£ 
Selection:  SXYLAHK  WONDER 


FORM  FOCUS  SdofMe^h  JfSi 

tafed  on  in  the  WMah  hWloradrecertyitwd  earfier 
beaten  Toutahad  71  at  Devorpnil  f.good  tote). 
TEAM  CHALLENGE  encoura^ng  8X1  «h  to  Mr  Boe- 
alp  at  Stratford  (3m  2f.  good  to  soft). 

FIT  FOR  FWNG.  H  wtoner  at  Worceater  (2m  4L 

aPA^asaataiBBgci 


Lover  BS  by  a  In  a  note  chaea  at  Southwefi  te 
110yd.  good  to  aofQ  two  Beeaona  ago.  HASTY 
DfVBI  hold  avory  chance  when  coming  to  fafitog  it 
tho  teat  at  Lalcwrter  (3m.  good  to  ao«  on  Monday. 
Earfiar  21  2nd  to  Mr  Pta&ton  M  Town eater  (3m 
190yd,  good),  with  HNOSWODO  WTCHENS  (same 
S Jra  and  TEAM  CHALLBIQE  putad  ire. 
ftOBEBON  121 2nd  to  Water  Ed  at  Plumpton  praTt, 
good  to  soft). 

Oalacitan  FIT  FOR  RUNG 


Course  specialists 


Mrs  J  Pitman 
MPIpa 
D  Bawortti 
O  Sherwood 
N  Henderson 
A  Turns! 


TRAINERS  _  _ 

Wtonera  .flumara  Pw  cent 

24  82  2SJS 

25  108  %■' 

33  156  214 

B  49  18.4 

7  49  144 

f  49  14-3 


M  Pttman 
N  Mam 
JOaborne 
RDunwoody 
BdeHaan 
H  Davtaa 


JOCKEYS  _ 

Wtonera  Mdea  Percent 
13  ffi  37.1 

4  11  3SA 

B  88  205 

27  149  18.1 

11  86  189 

212  134  1M 


FORM  FOCUS  KNOCKBRACK  KI  CAXTON  ahouid  I 
rynm  rvvuo  2nd  to  Star's  Dalah!  Pool  et  Uttounar 
at  Nawbury  gm  1B0yd,gaod).  Wevtoualy  beat  Hope  WOMMR  made 
End  29  at  Plumpton  (an.  good  to  firm).  (2m  40yd.  good). 

WOLFHAMOAR  beat  Qtobe  Splnnay  «  «  Nottkw-  over  cmiren  and  dtatanos  _ 
ham  dim,  good  to  fimd  In  November  1989.  Off  the  »d Itoaanmarwt UDavon 
coiaae  atoce  betag  pin>d  up  behind  TOM  CAXTDN  15X1 4th  to  Fit  Fbr  Firing  si 
at  Unomtar  (2m.  goodto  soft)  later  that  month.  TOM  SaMcflom  SXYLAHK  WDfiBER 

3.15  SPETTISBURY  NOVICES  HURDLE  {£2,116:  2m)  (21  rumers) 

1  B3B0-  A8AROAH  257  (P  DaawWg  Mra  CH9  E  Jonaa  5-114 -  R  Baggan  — 

2  BOHQPS  ROCK  (Mra  S  EmfaHco^  J  Gtftofd  8-11-8 -  R  Rowe  — 

3  03  C»flB=  Car  12  (Mra  J  PapptoB)  P  Beley  6-11-3 -  MRIchmdsGM 

4  COUNTRY  IKM8ER  (Mra  C  Wfltans)  A  Tkarwfl  6-114 -  0  MeCoort  — 

5  tv  EPtLENY  884  (A  Goods)  M  Robtoaon  7-11-3 -  I  Lawrence  — 

8  20-2  EUROPA  POMT  16  (BF)  (G  Johnwn  )  M  Robtoaon  B-11-3 - D  Murphy  97 

7  JOtWSON  (Mm  A  EvW)  T  DormeOy  5-11-8 - M  Lynch  — 

8  5  KNUHTOH  COOWE  2B  (G  Lugg)  T  Faster  5-114 - C  Uewafiyn  — 

9  MDMGHT  STORY  (P  Stamp)  Uss  H  Kifight  8-114 -  G  Upton  (3)  — 

10  208  MUSICAL  MONARCH  29  (S  WUtame)  0  Barons  5-114 - H  Date  92 

11  4  PARSONS  THORNS  20  (Q  Nock)  C  Broota  8-114 -  B  da  Hwn  — 

12  04P  RABA  RSA  29  <R  Beewfcfc)  J  Speartog  8-114 - L  Harvey  88 

13  04  ROCHESTER  B  (Mra  E  Httehtoa)  Mra  J  Pitman  5-114 -  M  Pitman  96 

14  RYDAL  PRtoE  (W  Qata)  J  Gtfford  8-1 14— -  T  Oranthm  — 

15  2540  THE  JOGGER  38  (B)  (Mra  E  Stockwefi)  O  Sherwood  8-114 -  J  Otaorae  BB 

18  0  WEST  MQMCTON  20  (Q  Becda)  T  Former  8-114 - B  Powefi  — 

17  BRANDY  SEASON  (8  Stevona)  S  Steven*  5-10-12 - —  — 

18  434  DOREENS  PRIDe  15  (Mra  M  Morgan)  R  Holder  5-19-12 - N  Mann  (3)  96 

19  4  QUIET  DAWN  43  (M  CYCowwr)  J  Ktog  5-10-18 - —  — 

20  0  WOOGHAM  LASS  43  (R  Dunn)  N  Dunn  8-10-12 -  S  Bunsutfi  (5)  — 

21  PLATINUM  SPRINGS  (R  Peterson)  P  Jonaa  4-104 -  W  Humphrey  — 

BETTING:  3-1  CWef  Ce#.  94  Rochester,  114  Europe  POn.  8-1  Musical  Monarch,  8-1  Doreen's  Pride, 

Parson's  Thome,  10-1  Raba  Riba,  12-1  others. 

1990:  STB>HENS  PET  7-11 4  G  Braday  (1004°)  O  OTHeR  19  ran 

FORM  pnri  IQ  CHEEP  CELT  1M  2nd,  I  RABA  RIBA  pulled  ip  before  2  out  PARSONS 
rimm  ruvuo  ptecsd  3rd.  to  sub-  THORN  a  4th  to  Dentog  Va»ey  In  eNsdonel  Hirt  BM 
sequent  wkmnr  Jingle  KnBS  at  Warwick  (Sm.  good  race  et  Uttaaetor  (2m,  aofl).  RABAfEMA  10X1 3rd  to 


to  soft).  ChernfMnoi 

EUROPA  PtXNT  woakoned  2  out'  when  20  2nd  to  atert-  BOCW 
Kaefiiy  at  Marker  Rasan  (Bn  If,  soft).  KMQHTDN  to  Leicester 
COOettE  never  nearer  ill  5ih  to  Avonbum  m  ■  Wessex 
National  Hunt  flat  race  et  Ludtow 
wMi  WEST  HOMCTON  71 8th.  BH 
5X1  3rd  to  BoOnger  at  Worcester  (2m,  soft),  wllh  I  Balecllwr  C 


Cherryklno  at  Hereford  (2m,  mod)  on  panuKknate 
2  out'  when  20  2nd  to  tet  ROCHESTER  14X1 4th  of  IB  to  Prime  Display 
5  U  m^KMGHTOK  at  tteator  (ait,  soft).  TIBS  JOOQgI.2XI.2nd  to 

“  “  A”"tan  b  ■  ’^rsi“5sssfs&Br|ja,ssi: 

_ W  Twenty  over  course  and  (fistanee  Mood). 

caster  (2m.  soft),  wltti  I  Ifatocltorr  CHEF  CS.T  (nap) 


Selections 


By  Mandarin  **  Thmrdexer 

!  S  m1  mS?MUtenie  1-30 SmSTSl Utente. 

1 .30  Manualc  Del  Utente.  Curious  Filing. 

2.00  Cun ° us  Feeling.  2.30  Fannie. 

2.30  Poona  Express.  _  ^  prjery 

3-00  Snapshot  Baby-  3' 30  Hakeswaie  Prince. 

3  30  Blakesware  Prunce. 

Michael  Seely's  selection:  2.00  Curious  Feeling. 

■ne  Times  Private  Handicapped  top  rating  2.30  POONA  EXPRESS. 


.  .  SIS 

Going:  sta  novices  HURDLE  (El  ,738: 2m  4f)  (5  nmners) 

t-0  QUENTIN  DURWAOT  - A  Tory  (3)  *99 

1  Qp/pp-UI  cOUN**JtfW®L  E Andrew* 8-1 1-7 - -  MrS R  Arrteta  12 

■  SPAKWOjN^'S^tartS  woodman  MW - ^—RBtaamyg  — 

J  g/222/4  5-114 . . . IShOMIiMtW  80 

5  cSbaS'®**' 8-1  Kt0^ p-* Sparat 

BETXW& **  W®  MdCeownp-IJMIsoaSwidMarin 

„  ....JSSmiHQ  HURDLE  (El  ,807: 2m)  (10  nmners) 

1  JO  GUY  “ANNERlNt^ w  ^  - m  Bote  — 

l  **£  SSS3S;sssSSe£SS^===^SSn  » 

!  ««  s 

i  as 

:  s  g^rSSS5aa;aa — ==^  - 

,5  0  WE  SW*^ S^IiS.^SponlnB ktoL  Gtay, 8-1  Outa Adtovor. 8-1  Maa- 

McKtooite  Mtas  B  SBn<M»  9  nm 

- 

.  -rss !sa)SE&sasi===s5s=^r=  s- 

•  ea-tais  tAFF^  **°^Sm  «fiTru5iiWfl)  J  Glflotd  8-1  MS  -- - - 0  Howe  (7)  85 

*  ^K^flBE7ffS)S? -  MB0te«« 

1  1-Spi  CURIOUS  irSdiB  Kybd.  4-1  Rawnnore.  7-1  UtayLad,  10-1  Taffy  Jonas. 

5  BETTWQ:  W  MeKwrari  (84)  Mbs  B Sandora  6  ran 


230  TALISMAN  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£1,718: 2m  4f)  (8  runners) 

1  112862  MNSWUIAM  7(F)  (Group  1  Racing  (1991)  Ltd)  J  Spearing  8-12-0 -  Rtem  90 

2  4SM5P  STAR OFTW GLEN 9 {£»()( One^C Morgan 5-11-6 - JLouwr  98 

5  R40FR0  BNAL  ALMA  12  (pDJFJBf  (Mra  P  Isaacs)  P  MHshefi  8-114 -  Mr  R  Tael  (7)  ■— 

4  0-43316  FAMLUE  9  (F)  (D  MB)  H  WhHtog  5-104 _ _ DLaea(7)  91 

6  P0440  WICK  POUND  BF(V(KBrtdan)J  Old  5-104 - —  91 

6  OMFFFB  PAST  REALM  10  Wi  (D  WBfitoome)  D  WWPcoma  8-104 -  A  Carrol  — - 

7  000042  POONA  EXPRESS  7  (BA  (A  RkfouQ  A  Rkfout  10-104 -  BTonur  *99 

8  PUO  HEBJNG  65  (P  Rotfotd)  P  Rtuflord  -  I  Otioaaart  (3)  — 

Long  tandkte  RaaOng  9-4. 

BETTING:  9-4  Ktofl  WDtam,  11-4  Stw  OtTho  GMn,  74  Poona  Express.  94  FanBa,  8-1  Wick  Found. 
10-1  Final  Alma.  20-1  others. 

1990:  ESCRBANA  5-11-4  M  Ahem  (11-4)  J  Juntas  3  ran 

3J)  IVANHOE  MARES  ONLY  NOVICES  HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£1,689: 2m)  (7  runners) 

1  00/8186  FRANS  GIRL  9  (H  Lea)  C  Popham  9-124 - 8Dooeboa(7)  67 

2  042262  BRmYrajJE3(CC0k4  AHUaO-114 -  OWaoda  S3 

5  5334B2  SPAR  LADY  14 (ftF) (A  Mogtord)  J  Roberta 8-114 - PDevar  90 

4  05PP86  CRYMLYN  SWING  20 (A  Pt-:4pa) WMam Prtoe 7-10-S -  NOoMman  90 

5  281530  8NAFBI0T  BABY  13  ADiFMWCIaftQRVOOMpuy  7-10-3. -  A  Tory  (3)  •  99 

6  PPO  BMP  OF  GOLD  « (W  Jlgrfna)  0  WBaon  5-104 -  1  P)  — 

•  7  POPO  AGE  OF  ROMANCE  13  (V)  (Mra  C  Oaf)  J  BredUy  4-104 - W  McFarland  — 


1  60/6686  FRANS  GIRL  9(Hlea)C  Popham  8-124 - 8Dooeboa(7)  67 

2  042262  BRCHYnLLE3(GC0ia)  AHUa6-TI4 -  BWaoda  S3 

S  5334B2  SPAR  LADY  14 GLFMA  Mogtord)  JRoharta 8-1 14 - PDavar  90 

4  IMPP86  CRYMLYN  fiaWNO  20 (A  PWap^WMamFrioo 7-104 -  NOoMman  90 

5  281530  SNAPSHOT  BABY  13  «W)(Waafl9R  VOOWpuy  7-194. -  ATatyfl)  SB 

6  PPO  BMP  OF  GOLD  « (W  Jlgrfna)  D  WBaon  5-104 -  — 

•  7  POPO  AGE  OF  ROMANCE  13  (V)  (Mra  C  Oq/)  J  BredUy  4-104 - W  McFarland  — 

Long  handtoap:  Ship  Of  Gold  9-7.  Ago  Of  Romanca  9-4 

BETTMO:  6-4  Briery  ROo,  4-1  SnlplM  Baby,  6-1  Spar  Lady.  8-1  Frans  QM,  14-1  Cryirtjm  Swing. 
16-1  Sip  Of  Goto,  26-1  Age  CM  Romanes. 

1900:  WEJ&l  ROSE  5-10-2  C  Dempaay  (7-2)  WTixnarflran 

&30  REDGAUNTLET  NATIONAL  HUNT  FLAT  RACE  (£1,680: 1m  SI)  (10  runners) 


1  Q fir  BIIKBECX LAD tt6 (T Caaay) T Cawy 6-114 - JMeCwlhyP)  — 

2  42 'BLAXE3WAHE PRWC£4S(BF}{H Kakren) MTomphto4  5-114 - 2 

3  CALDBIA  (Mra  VTaaQ  Mrs  V  Tool  5-114 - Mr  R  Teal  (7)  — 

4  0  LBffiLAD98PBreratOh)PnodteldB.114 - |9temarkCT  — 

6  0  PRIVYr8BOY20(JBrate)J  Bradley - —  LOategJ  — 

6  0-  BORADAWRA  306 (Mra  DJenkalM  Pipe  5-11-1 .  ... - _¥Fo**r{Z?  — 

7  9  PRDI  AND  PROFBI 20  (MIbe  L  Daria)  C  Popham  5-11-1 - -  8  Denote  (7)  — 

8  0  SKSKIAN MARIE 7 [TTto Kite Gretp Ltd) M  PlfM 5-1! -1 -  DRWmondjn  — 

9  M8ffiEHDEALBI(JJoaaph)J Joseph 4-10-10,.  . -  EffDOBOtanP)  — 

10  LADY  BJJE  (F  Hannatorrt)  D  Qrteaal  4-104  .  .  Mra  D  Qrliaal  — 

BETONa  44  Btataawara  Printa,  54  Boredawra.  74  Stobhan  Marla,  8-1  Urte  Lad,  10-1  Prim  And  Pro¬ 
per.  1M  BWdw*  Lad.  14-1  Lady  S»,  29-1  oDwra. 

1990:  NO  CORRESPONDMG  RACE 


Course  specialists 


TRAINERS 

JOCKEYS 

Wtonera  Runners 

Percent 

Wtonera 

M  Tompkins 

4 

.  5 

44  A 

ft  Guest 

4 

Miss  B  Sanders 

.  10 

30 

335 

IStasmaric 

a 

M  Pipe 

13 

49 

265 

KBsfloy 

5 

24 

205 

DGteel 

6 

42 

184  - 

J  Davies 

3 

16 

18  8 

(Only  gutters) 

Pitman  holds  fire 
with  Toby  Tobias 
until  Cheltenham 


By  Richard  Evans 


—  Mr  R  AMar  98 

.  C  Mauds  (5)  — 


_  N  Maon  (3)  80 

D  Skynne  (3)  — 

-  H  Date  — 

S  BmuR  (G)  — 
_  N  Dm  — 


TOBY  Tobias,  favourite  for  the 
Cheltenham  Gold  Cup,  win  not 
run  in  the  John  Bull  Chase  at 
Wincanton  today  following  an 
unsatisfactory  blood  test. 

Jenny  Pitman's  bones  are  not 
firing  on  all  cylinders  at  the 
moment  and  she  Had  the  entire 
string  blood  tested  on  Monday. 

“Toby  Tobias  is  not  1 10  per 
cent  and  we  would  prefer  to  wait 
with  him.  If  you  run  horses 
when  they  are  not  absolutely 
spot  on  they  suffer  and  go 
backwards. 

“Toby’s  Wood  count  is 
slightly  ofil  It  is  nothing  to 
worry  about,  but  at  this  stage  I 
don’t  want  to  lake  any  chances,” 
the  Lamboum  trainer  cairl 

Last  year’s  Gold  Cop  runner- 
up  made  an  excellent  seasonal 
debut  ax  Kempton  on  Boxing 
Day  when  finishing  second  be¬ 
hind  Desert  Orchid  in  the  King 
George  VI  Rank  Chase.  The 
nine-year-old  will  now  be  aimed 
at  the  Charterhouse  Mercantile 
Chase  at  Cheltenham,  on  Janu¬ 
ary  26. 

Wonder  Man,  5-2  favourite 
for  the  £50,000  Lad  broke  hurdle 
at  Leopardstwon  on  Saturday, 
received  the  all-clear  from  Pit¬ 
man  following  the  blood  tests. 
Thetnain  threat  to  the  six-year- 
bid’s  chances  of  winning  the 
valuable  prize  would  appear  to 
be  the  weather. 

Ireland  has  been  hit  by  snow, 
which  has  already  forced  the 
postponement  of  today’s  meet¬ 
ing  at  Punch estown.  Two  inches 
of  snow  covered  the  Leopards- 


town  track  yesterday,  but  it  was 
thawing. 

Richard  Dun  woody  decided ; 
to  postpone  his  riding  comeback  j 
by  24  hours  yesterday  after  see- , 
ing  his  physiotherapist.  The 
season's  leading  jockey  injured  , 
his  neck  and  shoulders  follow¬ 
ing  a  nasty  fall  on  Mulloch  Brae  ] 
at  Oreltenhann  on  New  Year’s 
Day. 

He  had  planned  to  resume, 
riding  at  Southwell  yesterday, 
but  instead  will  go  to  Wincanton 
today  to  partner  Ten  Of  Spades 
and  Quick  Opinion  for  Nicky 
Henderson.  The  Lamboum 
trainer  has  Jamie  Osborne  on 
standby  for  Ten  Of  Spades 
should  Dun  woody  delay  his 
return  again. 

This  season’s  leading  jockey  is 
looking  forward  to  partnering 
Desert  Orchid  in  the  Victor 
Chandler  Chase  al  Ascot  on 
Saturday,  where  Young  Snugfii 
is  a  definite  starter. 

The  Oliver  Sherwood-trained 
seven-year-old  beat  Desen  Or¬ 
chid  comfortably  at  Sandown  in 
December  to  win  the  Tinkle 
Creek  Chase,  but  disappointed 
behind  Waterloo  Boy  at  Hay- 
dock  in  the  Casileford  Chase 
four  weeks  later.  Young  Snugfii 
has  been"  passed"  fit  to  Hire'  up' 
alongside  Desert  Orchid  follow¬ 
ing  a  blood  test. 

Corals'  latest  betting  on  the 
Victor  Chandler  9-4  Desert 
Orchid,  5-2  Young  Snugfit,  7-2 
Blitzfcreig,  5-1  Kalabatic,  14-1 
BontzdarofT  and  Star’s  Delight, 
33-1  bar. 


Whitehall  conflict 
over  Tote’s  future 


THE  future  of  the  Horserace 
Totalisator  Board  is  in  danger  of 
developing  into  a  political  battle 
between  two  Whitehall  depart¬ 
ments. 

Although  the  Home  Office  is 
what  is  known  as  the  “lead 
department”  in  dealing  with  the 
Tote,  the  deregulation  division 
within  the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Industry  is  now  understood 
to  be  examining  its  potential, 
along  whh  liberalisation  of  bet¬ 
ting  shop  measures. 

What  is  at  stake  is  the  style  of 
any  transfer  from  Home  Office 
control  and,  more  importantly, 
who  receives  the  proceeds  from 
any  sale  of  assets.  The  DTL 
which  is  discreetly  approaching 
racing's  leaders  for  their  views, 
would  almost  certainly  like  to 
see  fall-scale  privatisation  with 
any  cash  raised  being  returned 
to  government,  coffers. 


By  Richard  Evans 

iorserace  The  Home  Office,  on  the 
danger  of  other  hand,  is  likely  to  be  more 
ical  battle  receptive  to  the  philosophy 
U  depart-  underlying  the  Lloyds  Merchant 
Bank  report,  with  the  proceeds 
Office  is  and  profits  accruing  from  any 
he  _  “lead  transfer  being  returned  to 
i  with  the  racing. 

The  DTI  is  likely  to  find  it 
:  ol  Traae  to  make  out  a  case  for 

““*“**?  the  Tote  being  a  lucrative  sale. 

fvT  Het  T*1®  B°vemmcnl  does  not  te¬ 
rn  oi  net-  ggjjy  own  assets  of  the  Tote. 

rtx,i<-  f,f  is  an  independent  statutory 
ne  Office  body  whicb  was  established 
sonantly  wi^jout  the  assistance  of  gov- 
seds  from  eminent  loans. 

"he  DTL  However,  there  would  be 
jr caching  nothing  to  prevent  the  govem- 
.jj-  views,  ment  from  introducing  fresh 
y  Hkg  to  legislation  so  it  could  charge  a 
lion  with  privatised  Tote  a  considerable 
returned  sum  for  an  exclusive  licence  to 
conduct  pool  betting  in  Britain. 


Stable  lads  unable  to 
reach  wage  agreement 


THE  Stable  Lads'  Association 
yesterday  blamed  lack  of  sup¬ 
port  and  apathy  from  non- 
members  for  its  failure  to  reach 
a  wage  agreement  with  trainers 
thin  year. 

Following  the  breakdown  of 

negotiations  for  a  1991  claim,  it 
has  derided  not  to  sign  any 
agreement.  Stable  staff  will  in¬ 
stead  have  to  rely  on  their 
employers  to  implement  the 
rises  recommended  by  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Trainers'  Federation. 

This  year's  talks  have  floun¬ 
dered  on  an  increase  for  the 
most  experienced  lads.  Agree¬ 
ment  in  December  was  reached 
on  increases  of  three  per  cent  for 
lads  aged  1 6-1 8  and  five  per  cent 
for  those  aged  19,  but  talks  were 
deadlocked  on  a  rise  for  staff  on 
the  top  rate. 

The  SLA  sought  an  increase 
in  line  with  inflation  of  9.7  per 
cent,  but  the  NTF  would  go  no 


higher  than  seven  per  cent  and 
advised  its  members  to  in¬ 
troduce  it  from  Februaiy.  The 
NTF  declined  an  offer  of 
arbitration. 

A  statement  from  the  SLA’s 
national  committee  described 
this  year's  talks  as  “one-sided." 
“The  NTF  had  a  fixed  mandate 
cut  and  dried.  We  did  our  best  to 
negotiate  with  them  and  they  in 
return  closed  not  only  their  ears 
but  also  the  door." 

Both  the  SLA  and  NTF 
believe  that  the  majority  of 
trainers  will  _  introduce  the 
recommsnded  increases. 

The  NTF  chief  executive, 
Richard  Madcaness,  said:  “I 
think  most  people  will  pay  the 
recommended  increase.  Every¬ 
one's  got  to  keep  their  staff 
content  and  be  fair  to  them.  We 
fed  we  offered  a  fair  deal  in  the 
current  circumstances." 


Racing  29 


STUDENT  SPORT 

Warwick’s 
presence 
a  source 
of  uplift 

By  Mark  Herbert 

ONLY  three  universities  have 
qualified  for  the  knockout  stages 
of  all  five  of  the  Commercial 
Union  UALTs  main  winter  out¬ 
door  championships.  Lough¬ 
borough’s  presence  is  inevitable, 
and  Exeter’s  less  than  surpris¬ 
ing,  but  Warwick's  strength  at 
the  expense  of  Birmingham  in 
the  East  Midlands  Group  is 
encouraging.  Last  year  they 
failed  to  reach  one  of  the  five 
Quarter-finals. 

Loughborough,  defending  the 
rugby  union,  football  and  both 
hockey  titles,  have  qualified  for 
home  advantage  by  winning 
their  group  stages  in  these  plus 
the  netbafi.  King's  College, 
London,  in  their  first  season, 
have  qualified  in  football  but  are 
drawn  against  the  champions. 
Exeter,  the  finalists,  had  an 
indifferent  group  round  and 
to  play  a  qualifier  to  reach  this 
stage.  Essex  look  the  strongest 
side  in  their  half  of  the  draw. 

The  rugby  union  competition 
looks  more  open  ihi«  year 
Loughborough,  much  rebuilt, 
face  Bristol,  who  were  semi- 
finalists  last  year  and  have 
Newcastle  and  Cardiff  in  their 
half.  Swansea,  beaten  in  the  last 
two  finals,  have  an  easier  task, 
with  Durham  and  Exeter  nurs¬ 
ing  outside  hopes  in  their  half 
The  beaten  finalists  in  last 
year's  hockey  championship 
have  suffered  indifferent  for¬ 
tunes.  Sheffield,  overcome  by 
Loughborough  in  the  men,  lost 
all  their  proup  matches  and  have 
been  eliminated-  Birmingham, 
the  women's  runners-up,  had  to 
play  off  to  qualiiy. 

FIRST-ROUND  DRAW  (to  draw  order): 
Rugby  union:  Manchester  v  NoOtogharn, 
Exeter  V  UEA.  Durham  v  Sheffield, 
Swansea  v  Leicester,  Loughborough  v 
Bristol.  UCL  vClty,  Warwick  v  Newcastle. 
Imperial  v  Cnrtflff.  Foottnfi:  CardHf  v  UEA. 
Warwick  v  Exeter,  Hufl  v  Newcastle. 
Essex  V  Swansea,  Loughborough  V 
King’s,  Liverpool  v  Bradford,  Swrev  v 
Bangor,  Raadng  v  Leeds.  Hoctar  Marc 
Exeter  v  Warwick,  RHBNC  v  King's  or 
Southampton,  Loughborough  v  Storey, 
Brunei  v  Manchester,  Liverpool  v  Nortng- 
ham.  Durham  v  Cardiff,  Brmingham  v 
Bristol  Swansea  v  Newcasito  or  Lan¬ 
caster.  Women:  Warwick  v  Durham. 
Exeter  «  Leicester  or  Aberystwyth. 
Loughborough  v  Liverpool,  UEA  v  Surrey, 
Leeds  v  Nottingham.  Swansea  v  Bristol 
Kant  v  Btontogham,  Manchester  v 
Southampton.  Netbal:  Loughborough  v 
Sussex,  Brunei  v  Both.  Birmingham  v 
Bradford.  Newcastle  v  Noutoghnm.  Car- 
riff  v  Liverpool,  Surrey  v  Aston.  Lancester 
v  Warwick.  Exeter  v  lid. 

BRIDGE 

Strong 
hand  of 
Soviets 

By  Albert  Dormer 
~X  LEADING  Russian,  Leonid 
Karetnikov,  and  a  partner  to  be 
announced,  will  contest  The 
Sunday  Times  invitation  pairs 
in  two  weeks'  time.  It  will  be  the 
Soviet  Union's  first  attempt  to 
win  the  trophy.  Their  players 
made  a  strong  showing  in  their 
first  match  against  England. 

At  the  English  Bridge  Union’s 
year-end  congress,  Levenko, 
Laacaemae,  Zenkevich  and 
Arlazarov  were  beaten  by  the 
narrow  margin  of  127  inter¬ 
national  match  points  to  108  by 
a  home  squad  consisting  of 
David  Jones,  Gary  Watson, 
David  Bird  and  Richard  Hyde. 
The  visitors  took  revenge  when 
Lavenko  and  Laaenemae  went 
on  to  win  the  main  pairs 
championship. 

With  tournament  bridge  of¬ 
ficially  frowned  on  until  re¬ 
cently,  few  outsiders  expected 
Soviet  players  to  make  an  early 
mark  in  the  new  climate,  though 
the  game  has  always  been 
known  to  have  a  strong  follow¬ 
ing,  including  some  of  the  top 
Soviet  chess  players. 

In  The  Sunday  Times  tour¬ 
nament,  Karetnikov  and  his 
partner  will  encounter  one  of  the 
strongest  fields  assembled  for 
this  class  of  event. 

VOLLEYBALL 

Backlog  will 
hit  league 
programme 

THE  English  Volleyball  Associ¬ 
ation  faces  the  prospect  of 
having  to  reschedule  league 
matches  to  deal  with  the  backlog 
of  Royal  Bank  English  Cup 
fixtures  caused  by  the  bad 
weather  in  early  December 
(Roddy  Mackenzie  writes). 

This  weekend  was  set  aside 
for  the  semi-finals  of  the  wom¬ 
en's  competition  and  the  quar¬ 
ter-finals  of  the  men's  event,  but 
in  the  women's  cup,  only 
Mizuno  Britannia  have  booked 
their  place  in  the  last  four  and 
three  rescheduled  quarter-final 
ties  will  be  staged  this  weekend: 
Woolwich  Brixton  Knights  v 
Liverpool  City,  Scorpions  v 
Hilton  Leeds  and  Ash  combe 
Sabre  Dorking  v  Sovereign 
Leasing  Sale. 

In  the  men’s  cup,  there  are 
two  outstanding  third-round 
matches  (these  ties  should  have 
been  played  on  December  8): 
Hilton  Leeds  v  Radio  Trent, 
which  wifl  be  played  this  week¬ 
end,  and  Manchester  United  v 
MGI  Wessex,  which  has  been 
held  over  until  January  1 9. 


=  Yesterday’s  Southwell  results 


Ooinp  randBri 

12^6  (2m  EH  hdto)1,KMQ  OF  SHADOWS 
«.  3-1  Utft  2.  VMn HA  (A 
;  3.  TitaitehBi  (G  Upton,  5-1J. 
94  NtaMdMh).  6  Roune  Da 
12  ti«a  Chunter  ffitfiL  33 


ffjiW'rWIg-il 


£150.  £1.10.  DP.  EaSLCSP.  £1443. 
Wlnnar  boughWn  2500  gns. 

126  (tai  4f  hdb)  1,  SJ.TOE-ESS  (C 
Umraflyn,  74);  2,  Rut  Freau  (D  Murc/w, 
7-413,  Mfl  (PNNon,  114  MVK  ALSO  RAN: 
9  FWl  AtMnpt  33  UtamaGM  (4th).  5 

R  Tl  R  Wamw  a*  1 


ran.  41,  SL  «,  7L  R  WBnar  at  MaridtokL 
TbtK  £450;  £150,  £140.  DP.  £9.10.  CSF. 
£949. 

155  (2m  2f  h(Sa)  1.  FLEET  FOOTED  (P 
NNen.  10-11  fav*  t  Oran  (T  Wall  B-1);  a, 
Ste  Dante  (V  Stottory.  94).  ALSO  FWb 
10  0m  (864,  11  SoquaMrator  (864,  12 


hotel  (464,  QroenhGs  Star,  33  Suapaet 
Davies. 3 ran. 2X1, 10.2L2XL  lOLMraG 
Ravatey  M  Saftbun.  TOM:  £250;  El  JO. 
£140,  £150.  DF:  £5.80.  CSF:  £8.79. 

225  (2m  tKflH)  1,  DAWAAM  (R  Garrith, 
1l4tav);2.MatarPtefar^Umnii)iii.13- 
fifc  3.  ttotto  Son  (M  Bostay.  94L  3  ran.  8L 
T2L  B  WIktoaor  «  Mtodtehnm.  TotK  El  40. 
DP.  £1 5a  CSF:  £348 

256(2mhda)1,MJKR{C  UowelhjVl2- 
1*  2.  EMU  Ota*  (J  Ooborm,  2-7  taL 
Rate  Goigooia  P  Ntato.10-1).  ALSO 
RAN:  4  Maltiur  HOi),  50  Dsbbto  s  Choice 
SW).  S  ran-  HK %  tt  ttat  P  WM lM 
famboum.  TMK  £2350:  £8.10,  £1.1  a  DP 
£390.  CSF:  E18.7& 

3.10<2m  hdM  I.CMIC  B0B(V  SUMry. 
waited  owr).  0  CNoil  41  CWMrtum. 


Ptocopot  Efl.10. 


MOTOR  RACING 


Silverstone  circuit 
opens  with  a  bang 
and  in  driving  rain 


MOTOR  RALLYING 

Wild  welcome  in 
store  as  desert 
raiders  hit  town 

From  David  Chappell  in  agadez,  niger 


CRICKET 


England  hopefuls  faced 
with  an  exacting  trial 

From  Richard  Streeton  in  Karachi 

FOR  the  second  successive  win-  playing  alignment  at  Adelaide  Most  of  the  wickets  in  the 


THE  cross  of  Agadez  adorns 
the  walls  and  ornaments  of  this 


By  Norman  Howell 

B  ERNIE  Ecclestone,  vice- 
president  of  Fisa,  the  sport's 
governing  body,  opened  the 
new  Silverstone  circuit  yes¬ 
terday  in  driving  rain  and  to 
the  accompaniment  of  ear- 
splitting  firecrackers.  Sitting 
in  the  passenger  seal  of  a 
racing  Jaguar,  Ecclestone  was 
driven  at  high  speed  around 
the  circuit  by  Derek  Warwick, 
the  former  Formula  One 
driver. 

This  is  the  first  time  the 
former  airfield  in  North¬ 
amptonshire  has  been  signifi¬ 
cantly  altered  since  tbe  first 
race  was  held  there  in  1948. 
Giuseppe  Farina  won  the 
inaugural  grand  prix  in  1950 
at  the  wheel  of  an  Alfa  Romeo. 
He  went  on  to  become  world 
champion.  Farina,  Fangio  and 
all  the  others  who  raced  in  the 
early  days  of  grand  prix  would 
have  trouble  finding  their  way 
round  the  circuit  today. 

They  would  be  all  right  as 
far  as  Copse  Corner  but  would 
get  a  surprise  on  leaving  the 
next  comer,  Maggots.  The 
new  Becketts  is  a  left-  and 
right-hander  leading  into  a 
light  right  at  Chapel  and  on  to 
the  Hangar  SlraighL 

Stowe  and  Club  Comer  are 
separated  by  another  fast  right 


provincial  town  on  tbe  edge  of  tbe  action. 


and  one  Ghanaian  has  driven 
for  three  days  for  a  glimpse  of 


ter  an  England  A  side  has  been  University 


given  the  chance  overseas  to  helped  to  complete  hi*  physical 
hone  its  skills  in  the  hope  that  and  mental  recovery. 


N***/  ^Farm 

i  straight 

==  Old  circuit 
■■■■m  Revised  draft 
Revised  lap 
distance:  3_202miJes 


Woodcote. 


'BrooMandsI 


Maggotts 


_ Becketts _ _ j 

and  left  curve,  leading  into  “Previously,  h  was  a  fast 
Abbey  curve.  Then  comes  the  circuit,  but  in  truth  it  was  also 
biggest  change.  Next  July,  a  little  boring.  Now  it  has 
during  the  British  grand  prix,  become  a  drivers’  course,  not 
the  Formula  One  cars  will  just  brute  force  from  the 
have  to  turn  sharply  after  the  engine.*' 

Bridge  and  work  hard  to  keep  Martin  Brundle,  the  new 
the  car  on  the  right  racing  line  Brabham  driver,  felt  the 
through  new  comers.  Priory,  changes  were  for  the  better. 
Broo Islands  and  Luffield.  “The  set-up  of  the  car  will  be 

This  radical  change  sets  the  more  crucial  than  in  the  past, 
tone  for  the  circuiL  These  new.  especially  coming  into  Vale 
curves  will  slow  the  average  after  Stowe,”  he  said.  But 


speed  by  an  estimated  10m  ph, 
down  from  150mph,  but  they 
have  made  Silverstone  a  much 
more  interesting  circuiL  “It 
will  be  so  much  more 
challenging,”  Warwick  said. 


SNOW  REPORTS 


ANDORRA 

Soldeu  40  60  fair  varied 

Good  skiing. 

AUSTRIA 

Igte  0  50  good  crust 

Excellent  conditions 

Obergurgl  55  110  good  varied 

Good  skiing 

St  Anton  30  120  good  varied 

Piste  conditions  good 

FRANCE 

Chamonix  35  Z75  good  heavy 

Excellent  piste  skSng 

Flalne  50  200  good  varied 

Good  skiing  but  high  winds  causing  lift  d 
Las  Arcs  80  292  good  heavy 

Very  good  skiing  on  a/I  pistes 
ValThorens  110  240  good  powder 

Good  skiing  on  all  pistes 


StionG 

Off/P 

Runs 

to 

resort 

Weather 
+  temp 
(5pm) 

Last 

snow 

fan 

varied 

good 

fair 

0 

4/1 

crust 

worn 

fine 

3 

e/i 

varied 

good 

fine 

-3 

7/1 

varied 

lair 

cloud 

1 

7/1 

heavy 

lair 

fine 

0 

8/1 

ITALY 

Cervinia  80  250  good  powder 

Excellent  on  and  off  piste  snow  conditions 
Courmayeur  80  250  good  crust 

Very  good  piste  skiing,  varied  off  piste 


SWITZERLAND 

Arose 


good  varied 


good  ckxxJ4 
sores 

good  cloud 

9/1 

2 

9/1 

good 

snow 

-1 

9/1 

good 

fine 

-1 

7/1 

open 

fine 

0 

7/1 

fair 

fine 

2 

6/1 

good 

fine 

-1 

7/1 

fair 

fine 

3 

0/1 

fair 

cloud 

5 

7/1 

there  was  a  dissenting  voice. 
Stirling  Moss  lamented  tbe 
reduction  of  speed.  “No  more 
I6Gmph  comers,  that  is  a 
pity." 

But  if  the  drivers  are  excited 
by  tbe  changes,  tbe  100,000  or 
so  people  who  turn  out  for  the 
British  grand  prix  should  be 
even  better  pleased.  The  spec¬ 
tators'  view,  for  long  one  of 
Silverstone's  weak  points, 
should  be  exceptional.  Much 
of  the  earth  moved  by  the 
bulldozers  to  create  the  new 
circuit  has  been  banked  up 
beside  some  of  the  strategic 
vantage  points. 

The  circuit,  3.202  miles  long 
instead  of  2.979,  cost  £2 
million  to  alter.  Tbe  aim  was 
to  improve  safety  but  the 
outcome  promises  to  make 
the  British  grand  prix  even 
more  exciting. 


tbe  Ten  ere  desen.  Its  head 
signifies  the  Muslim  faith;  the 
sides  represent  the  sand  and  the 
force  with  which  the  infidels 
were  repulsed  centuries  ago.  At 
its  foot  is  Le  Chamon,  the 
cameL 

This  is  high  season  in 
Agadez;  the  crossroads  of  the 
1 991  Paris  to  Dakar  Rally.  The 
prevailing  force  is  now  the 
wind,  which  whips  up  the  sand 
and  shrouds  the  maze  of  streets 
in  a  mist  as  colourless  as  the 
huts  and  houses  and  surround¬ 
ing  desert. 

The  wind  is  as  much  a 
custom  in  Agadez  as  is  the 
annual  resting  place  of  the 
Dakar,  which  breezed  into 
town  on  Tuesday.  For  three 
days,  tbe  motorised  infidels  are 
welcome. 

The  bars  and  restaurants 
have  raised  their  prices  —  three 
times  is  the  norm,  sometimes 
more.  At  times,  there  seems  to 
be  more  taxis  than  people.  The 
Touaregs,  the  desert  nomads, 
have  descended  on  Agadez 
with  their  trinkets,  and  busi¬ 
ness  is  booming.  The  spin-off 
from  the  rally  will  give  some  a 
living  for  a  year. 

But  the  Dakar  is  also  a 
diversion.  The  throng  that 
gathered  at  the  finish  of  tbe 
slag:  from  Gossololom  was  as 
knowledgeable  as  it  was  ex¬ 
cited.  As  each  motorcylist  hove 
into  view,  children  shrieked 
and  leapt  in  the  air,  waving 
wildly  at  the  1991  desen 
raiders. 

But  the  wannest  reception 
was  kept  for  the  cars.  Le 
Peugeot  is  the  cry  as  the  leader 
roars  out  of  the  wastes,  head¬ 
lights  blazing  in  the  afternoon 
sun.  Even  to  the  trained  eye. 
the  Citroen  ZX  differs  little 
from  the  Peugeot  405  that  has 
dominated  the  event  for  four 
years.  The  locals  are  used  to  a 


Team  T-shirts,  slickers  and 
pens  is  the  order  of  prized 
possession.  Cadeau  Monsieur ? 
is  the  word  on  the  streets.  One 
man  sports  a  Honda  jacket,  a 
present  from  several  Dakars 
previously,  another  has  a  Scot¬ 
land  football  shirt  from  the 
1970s.  They  wait  for  hours  to 
welcome  their  visitors. 

The  organisers  have  to  use 
fireworks  to  control  the  crowd, 
perhaps  2.000  strong  at  the 
finish  as  they  surge  forward  in 
their  excitement.  The  bars  and 
hotels  all  display  rally  trappings 
proudly  on  the  wall,  and  each 
has  a  picture  of  a  car  driving 
across  the  desert.  The  more 
traditional  attractions  here,  of 
the  mosque  and  camel  market, 
are  temporarily  put  in  the 
shade. 

Meanwhile,  teams,  priva¬ 
teers  and  the  Dakar  entourage 
retreat  into  guarded  villas, 
sanctuary  from  the  huriy  burly. 
Yesterday  was  a  day  for  the 
mechanics  to  prove  their 
worth. 

It  was  also  the  day  for  Michel 
Hidalgo  to  make  his  mark  in 
unfamiliar  surroundings.  The 
former  French  national  foot¬ 
ball  manager  organised,  and 
played  in.  an  eight-a-side 
tournament. 

The  rally  also  brings  its  share 
of  disappointment  Tbe  lone 
British  car  entry  of  Dick  Par¬ 
tridge  and  Keith  Marker 
reached  the  end  of  the  road 
after  Dirk  on,  leaving  250 
competitors  in  the  field  and 
156  abandonments. 

Haidara  Bacho.  a  waiter,  has 
been  corresponding  with  a 
competitor  he  met  here  last 
year,  an  English  motorcyclist. 
But  Tony  Fowkes  has  not 
reached  Agadez  this  time,  an 
early  casualty. 

The  caravan  starts  to  pull  out 
for  Mali,  and  the  second  half. 


future  Test  teams  will  reap  the  .  -  .  M 

benefit.  A  third  such  tour  is 

already  being  planned  to  the  P™?5  ““L “.“S*00™* & 
y  ^  pioimcu  iu  me  need  nol  *us  form.  He  is 


Tying  assignment  at  Adelaide  Most  of  tbe  wickets  in  the 
niversity  »*itn  Christum  current  round  of  Quaid-E-Azam 
Ipcd  to  complete  hi*  physical  Trophy  matches  here  have  been 
d  mental  recovery.  taken  by  the  spinners,  a  fact  of 

,,  .  Pakistan  life  which  England 

Moms,  the  captain,  must  M,nnlinuw 


West  Indies  next  autumn.  matnrer ‘  than v'whi*n*\#  w  lour  wi*h  EoRbwd  anywhere 

The  nine-week  visit  to  Paid-  rS^»o  muS,  for  ^  Robin  Hobbs  therein 

sum  and  Sn  Lanka,  which  starts  »*6M9.  should  certainly  be 

here  tomoirow  „Ul  a^onfrday  JSSSCl hdpedbj  k=I«  busier  Uhj  the  Eeeee  mar 

S&.'Ui  his  prolific  souring  iaa  summer, 

bssmvks  SSSSasSS  Msrsssjass 

srtraKMJ:  exsezsz*- 

mands.  too,  will  be  made  in  The  coming  weeks  will  be  necessary  variety, 
other  aspects  than  was  the  case  crudal  for  the  three  other  left-  as  England  practised  at  the 
in  the  gentler  atmosphere  and  handed  batsmen  In  Morris's  national  stadium  yesterday  the 
climate  of  Harare  and  Bala-  team.  Fairbrother  has  another  Pakistan  board  revised  the  tour 
wayo.  chance  to  try  and  show  thai  he  itinerary,  changing  both  venues 

Three  of  the  original  choices  can  score  runs  in  representative  and  opponents  in  several  cases, 
for  the  party  Mark  Nicholas  led  cricket  with  tbe  same  panache  Outside  the  international  fix- 
to  Kenya  and  Zimbabwe  went  that  he  does  for  Lancashire.  tores  a  greater  ha* 

on  to.be  chosen  for  the  senior  ^  ^  ^  vioe<apVua  ^  P»«*d  on  representative 
side  in  Australia  this  winter,  v  wnteof  rSb  XIs  rather  than  dabs. 

Atherton,  Mamn  BickneD  and  19g7-8  touring  side  Meanwhile,  a  local  newspaper 

.  _ ...  _  .  :  with  the  party.  Bicknell  could  reported  that  the  electricity 

i  tool  ptoses  conducive  to  SUPP1>'  h««  been  restored  to  the 

team,  something  that  empha-  mnjnta;njnE  last  summer's  national  stadium  by  the  local 

E^omt  and  Tha^e,  bis  -othori^  after  being  cut  off  for 

Rhodes,  Thorp/  and  Wazltin.  vious  ^  "  F n olflnH  nlnvprc  will  loom  :n 


should  not  ignore. 

Salisbury,  the  first  leg  spinner 


definitely  different,  as  the  young 
England  players  will  learn  in  the 


Rhodes.  Thorpe  and  Watidn, 

who  came  in  as  a  replacement  .Both  Thorpe  and  Blakey  coming  weeks. 

when  DeFreitas  was  retained  in  fiiiled  to  meet  with  the  success  <>»»«  nveuuiv-  jnm  i«. 

Australia.  expected  in  1990  after  emerging  Karachi  Ctty  Crickat  Aasoctatton Wac 


Australia.  expected  in  1990  after  emerging  Karachi  city  Crichai  Amoctotkxi.kerartii. 

England  this  time  should  not  with  credit  from  the  ifc  Hwteratad  District  Cncfcat  Associ- 
lack  for  adventurous  strokeplay  EmTiSSE T»*  KnS 

and  in  particular  it  will  be  the  necessary  concentration  to  international.  Multan.  20:  Second  one-day 
revealing  to  see  how  Hussain  provide  the  ballast  for  this  team  International.  Lahore.  21-23:  Rawalpindi 
and  Ramprakash  fare.  Both  and  is  spared  the  secondary  tommon.  Rawat- 

have  been  hailed  as  .potential  wickefaroping  role  by  the  incln-  ^.aKSf2!Sr^  A^oSt'SSi 
Test  batsmen  since  their  earliest  *>on  of  Hegg,  as  well  as  Rhodes,  Davaiapuwnt  Board  at  Pakistan,  isianv 
teys-  The  four  England  pacemen 

Hussain  played  with  his  left  have  found  to  their  delight  that  Tt*d unoffioW  Test.  Rrfwuabai  2b:  Thw 
wrist  pinned  last  summer  after  throughout  Pakistan  they  will  be  om-usy  international.  Karachi 
his  accident  while  playing  tennis  using  Reader  balls  with  15-  ln  SUJ*“  Fobraary:  24t  Board 
in  the  the  West  Indies  The  pin  strand  seams  of  the  sort  that  gSSB  n. 
was  finally  removed  in  the  were  legislated  against  last  sum-  official  Test.  Cotomta.  ft  One-day ^inter- 
autumn  and  a  coaching  and  mer.  national,  Colombo. 

C  FIRST-CLASS  CAREER  RECORDS  ^ 

Batting  and  fiekfing  Bowling 


yellow  machine  at  the  head  of  tomorrow.  For  Haidara  Bacho, 

1 _  .  _  _ ; _  .L.  Atnilm  and  rh#»  ■  Onlrnr  ihnr 


affairs.  They  recognize  the 
distinctive  livery  of  the  modern 
day  Camel  —  and  Lhey  all  know 
An  Vaianen. 

Les  Dak  ears  have  arrived 
and,  like  all  tallymen,  wear 


Agadez  and  the  -  Dakar,  their 
paths  will  cross  again  next  year. 
OVERALL  PLACMBS  (after  7  Stages): 
Care:  1.  A  Vatanan  (fte),  Ctooen  DC,  lOtir 
54rrtn  07sec  2.  J  Wot  [BeO,  CJtroeo  ZX, 
at  39m ir  Z6aec  3.  J-P  Fontanay  (Frt. 
Mttuttshl  Patera.  Ihr  55min  4Qsec;  4,  B 
WaJdsgaurti  (Sws),  CMrean  ZX  24)0:48; 


iheir  colours  on  their  doming  5,  a  A/nbroWw  (Frl,  Citroen  ZX.  4:24:69: 
and  their  blood  groups  on  the  fl.  P  Lartigue  (Fr).  Mitsubishi  Pafero. 
side  SSSr?j 

have  travelled  from  tar  ana  Arcarong  (Bp).  Cagfra.  at  8mln  34awr  3. 
wide  to  join  in  the  spectacle  T  Magnate*  iFr),  Yamaha.  1459 


M  I  NO  Ran  HS  Avga  100  SO  Ct/a 

□  J  Blcknel _ 64  112  15  37U3  166  38.17  10  18  25 

R  J  Blakey  100  179  23  5092  221  32.64  6  28  182/13 

N  H  Fafrbrotfnr  184  290  41  10228  368  41  JOB  20  60  111 

W  K  Hogg - 88  122  19  2272  130  22.05  2  9  208 

N  Hussain - 48  73  10  2520  197  40.00  6  8  48 

R  K  ILstgworth  195  208  54  3186  120*  20.88  3  9  87 

K  T  MedfyCOfl  -  122  153  38  3060  153  28.16  2  17  84 

H  Moms - 181  274  28  8684  100*  35.22  19  46  85 

T  A  Minton - 98  97  38  473  38  B.01 - 26 

P  J  Newport  ...  142  154  49  2735  98  26JJ4  -9  45 

R  A  Pick - 99  99  28  1094  63  15.40  -  2  23 

M  R  Ramprakash  82  103  22  3335  146*  41.17  8  18  28 

S  J  Rhodes  158  197  89  3968  108  31.00  1  18374/42 

I D  K  SaBsbury  ..  31  33  14  375  88  19.73  -  1  17 


M  R  Ramprakash  82  103  22 
S  J  Rhodes  158  197  89 
I D  K  SaBsbury  ..31  33  14 


G  P  Thorpe 
SLWaMi. 


- 41  68  13  2040  154  38.49  3  12 


Bowfing 

Bade  Runs  W 

D  J  Btcknas - 188  113  1 

R  J  Blakey - S3  68  1 

N  H  Fatrtarether  656  428  5 

WK  Hegg - 6  7  0 

N  Hussain _ 132  110  g 

R  K  Hngworlh  .  29266  13509  427 
KTMedlycoO-.  19440  9814  308 

H  Morris _ 310  323  2 

TAMunton  15083  6771  254 
PJ  Newport  —  208 1 4  11439  423 

R  A  Pick  - -  14122  8075  240 

M  R  Ramprakash  .  396  278  2 

I  □  K  SaBsbury  -  5273  3007  57 

G  P  Thorpe -  648  381  9 

S  L  Walton -  13387  6809  217 

m  OxnpM  by  fUchanl  Lockwood 


W  Avge 
1  113.00 
1  68.00 
5  84.80 


7  31.63  7-50 

18  31.86  8-52 

2  16150  1-6 

>4  26.65  8-21 

3  27.04  8-52 

0  33.64  7-128 

2  139.00  1.17 

7  52.75  5-32 

9  42.33  2-31 

7  31J7  8-59 


7- 50  15 

8- 52  18 
1-6  - 

6-21  7 

8-52  23 

-128  6 


7  8-59  11  3 

Source:  TCCB/BuB 


Saas  Fee  95  200  good  powder  good  ime  -i  ip 

Good  skiing  everywhere 

Vertiter  10  200  good  varied  fair  fine  3  9/1 

Good  skiing  on  aH  pistes.  All  tifts  open 
yjOgis  10  70  good  varied  fair  cloud  5  71- 

Good  skiing  on  upper  slopes,  lower  slopes  worn 

UNITED  STATES 

Creek  97  124  good  powder  good  cloud  0  9/1 

Good  on-  and  ott-piste  Skiing  wfth  new  snow 
Vail  66  94  good  powder  good  snow  -5  9/1 

Fresh  snow  on  a  firm  base,  good  siding 
In  the  above  reports,  supplied  by  representatives  of  the  Ski  Chib  of  Great 
Britain.  L  refers  to  lower  slopes  and  U  to  upper,  and  art  to  artificial. 


SPORT  FOR  THE  DISABLED 


Tough  times  lie  ahead 
for  the  fund-raisers 

By  Jane  Wyatt 

AS  THE  recession  shows  its  mountains  from  the  most  south- 
teeth,  many  of  the  organisations  erly  permanently  inhabited 


TODAY’S  FIXTURES 


FISHING 


FOOTBALL 

7.30  unless  stated 


OTHER  SPORT 
BOXINGb  Ught-middtewelght 


PONTIUS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE;  Hnrt  Uoyd  Honeyghan  v  Cartos  Castfflo 
dhrfsfon:  Derby  County  *  Huddersfield:  (Latchmere  Leisure  Centre. 


Leeds  v  Leicester.  Liverpool  v  Aston 
ViHa:  Rotherham  v  Nottingham  Forest. 
Second  division:  Mansftekf  v  Barns¬ 
ley:  Notts  County  v  Wigan. 

OVENDEN  PAPERS  COMBINATION: 
Crystal  Palace  v  Oxford. 


involved  in  sports  for  the  dis¬ 
abled  win  find  it  even  more  of  a 


town  in  the  world,  Ushuaia. 
Argentina.  10  Puerto  Monti. 


Battersea). 

BOWLS:  Irish  indoor  masters 
(BaUymoneyJ- 

DARTS:  World  championship  (Frtmiey 
Green) 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 

SLALOM  LAGER  ALLIANCE:  First  SNOOKER:  Mercantile  Credit  Classic 


struggle  to  raise  the  best  part  of  2.300  kilometres  to  the  north,  in 
their  income  through  sponsor-  Chile. 


division:  Leigh  v  Leeds. 


(Bournemouth) 


ship  and  donations.  Corporate 
support,  never  easy  to  attract. 


Bridgii  Glover  and  Katie 
Reeves,  who  set  out  in  early 


SPORT  ON  TV 


Trout-killers  identified 

thousands  of  sea  trout  on  the  journey.  It  appears  to 
western  coasts  of  Ireland  and  cepied  that  the  sea  ii«*  hu  - 

•SK" ,Conrad  Vo“  **  S£?. 

west  of  Ireland  rays  that  the  Sea  spring  and™  SSI? 

Trout  Action  Group,  a  joint  from  a  bo  uf^  April  ind^ 
saenufic  body  sponsored  by  onwards  P  a  a  Ma> 

fishery  owners  and  the  Irish  has  suffered  ,u_ 


will  be  even  less  forthcoming  December,  are  experienced  trav- 


govemmem,  is  expected  to  re- 


and  cuts  seem  inevitable. 


Indeed,  lhey  are  happening  of  some  of  the  world's  more 


AMERICAN  FOOTBALL  Scrsdnsport  Parte  to  Dakar 
ellers  with  plenty  or  experience  19.00-20.00-.  CoBogo  match.  man  91  MU 


18J0,  21 .00-21 


rally.  Eumaport  18.00- 
n.15  and  23.45-mtd- 


already. 


inaccessible  places.  They  are 


Association  for  tbe  Disabled  about  halfway  through  their 
(BSAD)  has  announced  several  journey,  having  coped  succcss- 


BOXING:  screwupoct  08.30-09^0:  ntaftt  Motor  sport  news,  end  Parte  to 
Professional  event.  BSB  20.00-22.00  Dakar  reDy. 


mvm  >un  level  dropping  to  Mow  1.000ft  Frequent 
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redundancies  with  more  likely 
soon. 

Tbe  vast  sums  required  to 


fully  with  maps  that  show 
villages  which  rurn  out  to  be 
rusty  tractors.  Despite  the  diffi- 


and  00.30-02.30  (tomorrow).  POWERSPORTS  INTERNATIONAL: 

CRICKET:  Sky  One  03 20-11  JO  and  Screenaport  14.00-15.00. 
23.00-midnight  and  88C2  00.15-01 .05:  RACMQ:  BSB  13.30-1 4 J»  and  23.30- 
worid  Senas  Oup:  Australia  v  England  midnight  Racing  news. 


port  its  preliminMyOndinp  ^  &S 

'-'SBSST'SS 


attacking  the  sea  trout  smolls 


international  com-  culties  of  the  terrain  they  expect  1&90  review. 


from  Melbourne.  ROWS 

CYCLING:  Euroaport  mftlrtgHT-01.30:  World 


from  approximately  15.500  in 
19S7  to  about  6.800  in  1989. 


petitions,  for  example  the  £t  to  arrive  in  Puerto  Moan  in  the 
million  needed  by  the  British  early  part  of  next  mouth. 
Paralympic  Association  to  send  Of  course,  no  expedition  such 

teams  to  next  year’s  Paralympic  as  this  is  a  totally  altruistic 


ROWING:  Eumaport I  11.00-12J0: 
World  champtorartps  from  Tasmania. 
SKIING:  Eumaport  17.00-18.00. 20.00- 


OARTS:  BBC2  15.00-16.00  and  23.15-  21.00  ami  2t.1fr82.16:  Snow  report, 
00.15:  World  championship  from  cn»9  eourary  and  World  Cup. 


Games,  can  dwarf  individual  experience,  and  both  women 


Frimley  Green.  SNOOKER:  Scraeosport  1 
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Matches  played  5th  January  1991 


LITTLFAVOODS 


POOLS;  LIVERPOOL 


Sfitow - 

SSI . . . 

ZeBamSea - 


fund-raising  efforts. 

But,  happily,  there  are  still 
fund-raisers  willing  to  under¬ 
take  those  arduous  and  often 


will  have  hod  the  adventure  of  a 
lifetime. 

The  money  they  raise  will  go 
directly  to  their  regional 


lonely  tasks  that  epitomise  a  branches  of  the  BSAD  to  buy 
spirit  of  dedication  that  rises  equipment  that  will  enable  more 


FOOTBALL:  BSB  14.00-1 5.30:  FA  Cup.  Credit  Ciassle. 

Screen uport  21.15-22.15:  Spanish  sPORTSOESK:  BSB  1115.  1550. 
league  18.00, 18 30, 22.00  and  midnight 

OOkF:  ftcreeniport  23.1fr00.15:  US  SURFING:  Eigoapdl  12^0-13.00; 

From  Hawaii. 

HANMALL:  Eumaport  08J*W».00  EteOMOIt  09.00-11.00 

and  13.30-14.30:  Women  9  Pokir  Cup  __h  v%  i«^?ai5-  World  champion- 


above  petty  politics  and  finan¬ 
cial  constraints. 

One  such  endeavour  is  in 
effect  in  South  America.  Two 
young  British  women,  who  are 
raising  money  for  the  BSAD,  are 
cycling  across  ice  fields  and 
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equipment  that  will  enaoie  more  and  13.30-14.30:  women's  Pekir  Cup  ^^Ts^lSvWorid  champion-  ^PTS. . £14435 

people  to  uy  the  “lonic  of  . -£27.75 

snort"  Perhaps  even  more  un-  [CE  HOCKEY:  Screen  sport  15.00-  ^ 1  a  30-17.  oa-  22  PTS . .  Pip  be 


sport".  Perhaps  even  more  im¬ 
portant,  they  hope  that  their 
successful  response  to  a  physical 
challenge  will  motivate  others  to 
push  themselves  to  the  limits  of 
their  abilities. 
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football 


Second  time 
unlucky  as 
Plymouth  tie 

is  off  again 


Cup  of  triumph  for  Atlantic  voyage 


RUGBY  UNION 


TIM  BISHOP 


PLYMOUTH  Argyle’s  FA 
Cup  third-round  replay  at 
home  to  Middlesbrough  was 
called  off  for  a  second  time 
yesterday. 

■As  the  Middlesbrough  play¬ 
ers  set  off  on  Lhe  long  coach 
journey  back  to  the  northeast, 
Colin  Todd,  the  manager 
shrugged  it  off  as  “just  one  of 


McMahon  was  sent  off  for  a 
second  bookable  offence  in 
the  3-0  win  over  Blackburn 
Rovers  in  an  FA  Cup  replay 
on  Tuesday.  His  first  caution 
took  him  over  the  20-point 
disciplinary  mark  which,  at 
this  stage  of  the  season,  means 
an  automatic  two-match 
suspension.  He  would  have 
had  to  miss  the  Cameroon 
game. 

But  the  subsequent  dis¬ 
missal  meant  the  points  from 
the  initial  caution  were  can¬ 
celled  and  he  will  now  miss 


again 


those  unfortunate  things".  He 
was  more  concerned  for  a 
small  hand  of  fans  who  bad 
also  made  the  trip. 

It  is  unfortunate  because  of 
lhe  long  distance  involved  but 

SuW  hTnlavJ'u  only  toe  FA  Cup  fourth-round 

could  be  played  last  night  or  tie  with  Brighton  -  as  will 

the  prevmus  mght,"  Todd  Glenn  Hyse^  who 

off  for  a  professional  foul  in 
the  original  tie  at  Blackburn. 

•  Peter  Beardsley,  the  Eng¬ 
land  international  forward,  is 
also  unlikely  to  play  in  Liver¬ 
pool's  FA  Cup  fourth-round 
tie  against  Brighton  at  Anfield 
on  January  26. 

Beardsley,  who  has  missed 
his  club’s  last  six  matches,  has 
had  an  ankle  immobilised  in 
plaster 

•  Keith  Dublin,  the  Watford 
defender,  has  overturned  a 
sending-off  decision  which 
carried  a  three-match  FA 
suspension. 

Dublin  was  one  of  three 
players  dismissed  by  Keith 
Hackett,  the  Sheffield  referee, 
in  the  pre-Christmas  game 
against  Leicester  —  but  Wat¬ 
ford  asked  the  FA  to  re¬ 
examine  the  case. 

“The  referee  felt  Dublin  had 
aimed  a  kick  at  an  opponent 
but,  on  reflection  and  after 
looking  at  filmed  evidence, 
accepted  that  a  caution  would 
have  been  a  fairer  punish¬ 
ment,*’  David  Bloomfield,  an 
FA  spokesman,  said 
Dublin,  however,  will  still 
be  absent  on  Saturday.  The 
booking  took  him  to  22  disci¬ 
plinary  points  and  a  two- 
match  suspension. 


the 

said.  Peter  Tyldesley,  the 
match  referee,  made  a  de¬ 
cision  at  9am  that  the  Home 
Park  pitch  was 
unplayable. 

“It  was  obviously  dis¬ 
appointing  for  our  supporters, 
who  set  out  thinking  the  game 
was  still  on,"  Todd  said 
“Many  of  them  did  not  know 
it  was  off  until  they  ariived  at 
Plymouth.” 

The  Middlesbrough  squad 
travelled  by  coach  to  the  West 
Country,  setting  out  at  noon 
on  Monday.  They  agreed  to 
stay  on  last  mght,  hoping  the 
pitch  would  dry  out  suf¬ 
ficiently  to  make  the  replay 
possible  after  a  24-hour  delay. 

Middlesbrough  must  now 
make  the  journey  again  next 
Monday  —  the  new  replay 
date.  Ironically,  Plymouth 
have  to  pack  their  bags,  too. 
On  Saturday,  they  play  a 
second  division  fixture  ...  at 
Middlesbrough. 

Other  weather  casualties 
last  night  included  the  FA  Cup 
replay  between  Nottingham 
Forest  and  Crystal  Palace  and 
the  Cambridge  Umted-WaJ- 
sall  fixture  in  the  Leyland  Daf 
Cup. 

•  Steve  McMahon,  of 
Liverpool,  will  now  be  avail¬ 
able  for  England's  inter¬ 
national  match  against 
Cameroon  at  Wembley  on 
February  6. 


Uncertainty  dogs 
Welsh  selection 


By  Gerald  Davies 

PICKING  the  Welsh  team  has 
always  been  a  parlour  game  of 
sorts.  But  there  can  never  have 
been  such  a  season  as  when, 
apart  from  four  positions,  no 
two  neighbours  can  agree  on  the 
same  man  And  where  they 
might  get  to  see  eye  to  eye,  they 
would  do  so  only  by  wishing 
there  was  somebody  else  better 
in  his  place. 

Paul  Thorburn  has  always 
had  his  critics,  but  this  year,  tor 
the  first  time  I  would  guess,  no 
one  is  dreaming,  as  they  have 
done  in  the  past,  of  a  more 
dashing  full  back  in  his  place. 

Everyone,  without  quibble, 
wants  him  firmly  in  position  to 
kick  goals.  Nobody  seems  to 
believe  that  matches  are  going  to 
be  won  —  or,  indeed,  that  Wales 
will  stay  in  the  race  —  other  Than 
through  the  Neath  man's  pro¬ 
digious  kicking  ability. 

Now  that  Ian  Watkins,  of 
Candifl;  is  out  with  an  injury. 

Kevin  Phillips  will  be  the 
hooker  and  feck  leader,  leuan 
Evans,  who  missed  the  whole  of 
last  season,  limped  out  of  the 
Welsh  training  session  yesterday 
with  a  hamstring  twinge,  but 
should  be  fit  to  play  on  the  right 
wing,  while  Mark  Ring  will 
occupy  one  of  the  centre 
positions. 

In  more  normal  times,  the 
numbers  would  be  reversed,  so 
that  a  selector,  sure  of  his  first 
dozen  names,  would  be  left  to 


THE  round-the-world  yachtsman,  Robin  Knox-^Iohnston 
(above),  tvaa  presented  with  the  Seamanship  Foundation 
award  by  lhe  Princess  Royal  yesterday  at  the  London  Boat 
Show  (Barry  Pkkthall  writes).  The  award  follows  Knox- 
Johns ton’s  solo  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  last  year,  when 
be  used  the  kind  of  fifteenth-century  navigation  equipment 


available  to  Columbus.  On  the  return  crossing,  his  yacht, 
Subali,  was  knocked  down  four  times  and  dismasted 
during  a  Force  12  storm  and  50ft  seas.  Using  the  broken 
spars  and  cat-down  sails,  he  and  his  crew  completed  the 
voyage  without  assistance,  reaching  the  Azores  17  days 
later. 


certain,  with  so  many  outstand¬ 
ing  problems,  is  that  whoever  is 
now  chosen  will  make  for  an 
inexperienced  team.  In  neither 
set  piece,  of  scrum  and  iincout, 
can  Wales  feel  other  than 
trepidation. 

Compromises  have  already 
had  to  be  made.  They  know  that 
they  win  not  have  their  first- 
choice  back  row.  This  would 
have  comprised  Richard  Web¬ 
ster,  of  Swansea,  and  Martyn 
Morris  as  flankers  and  PhD 
Davies  as  No.  8.  For  various 
reasons  they  are  unavailable. 

Because  of  an  uncertain 
scrummage,  bulk  rather  than 
expertise,  which  should  count, 
could  well  determine  the  No.  8 
spot.  The  expertise  is  with 
Owain  Williams,  of  Bridgend, 
but  Gareth  Llewellyn  represents 
the  bulk.  A  lock  by  experience, 
Llewellyn  has  been  hastily  trans¬ 
ferred  by  his  club.  Neath,  to  the 
middle  of  the  back  row.  His 
brother,  Glyn,  is  likely  to  part¬ 
ner  Paul  Arnold  at  lock,  whilst 
Alan  Reynolds  and  Glen  George 
seem  the  favourites  as  flankers, 
with  competition  from  Emyr 
Lewis. 

With  such  a  raw  back  row, 
experience  should  be  an  essen¬ 
tial  requirement  for  the  scrum 
half  behind  them.  But  Bridges 
looks  set  to  keep  out  the  maturer 
Robert  Jones.  And  in  looking 
for  a  more  thrusting  presence  to 
complement  Ring’s  artistry,  the 
Cbrnishman,  Colin  Laity,  could 
win  his  first  Welsh  cap  at  centre. 


Turning  turtle  in  an  angry  sea 


Student  level  cap 
for  Underwood 


ALL-TICKET  MATCHES  IMS  WEEKEND: 
Barclays  Lomus  Fhat  dhlteon.  Nontech 
Cfty  v  Leeds  (kited;  Tottenham  Hoiapur  v 
Arsenal  Second  dMatatc  HuB  Cny  v 
Sheffield  Wednesday. 


By  Barry  Pickthall 

ROBERT  Hooke,  the  London- 
based  banker  who  is  competing 
in  the  BOC  single-handed  round 
the  world  race,  reported  for  the 
first  lime  yesterday  about  bis 
capsize  deep  in  the  Southern 
Ocean  during  the  second  stage 
of  the  race  from  Cape  Town  to 
Sydney- 

Speaking  over  the  radio  from 
his  crippled  yacht  Niihau  4,  still 
300  miles  from  Sydney,  he 
recalled  how  a  giant  wave  had 
overwhelmed  him  900  miles 
south  of  Perth. 

“The  wind  was  blowing  at  30- 
40  knots.  I  was  sitting  in  the 
doghouse  watching  toe  world  go 
by  when  this  large  wave  sud¬ 
denly  formed  about  1 00  yards 
astern.  It  swept  right  over  us, 
rolling  the  boat  through  ISO 
degrees. 

“The  boat  then  stayed  on  her 
side  for  ten  or  1 5  seconds  before 


rolling  back  upright,  but  it 
seemed  like  an  eternity.” 

Pan  of  the  rigging  was  pulled 
away  from  the  mast,  the  mast¬ 
head  instruments,  compass  and 
radar  were  washed  overboard, 
the  self-steering  wind  vane 
broke  and  the  cabin  was  thrown 
into  turmoil.  Hooke  came  out  of 
the  ordeal  unscathed  but  the 
damaged  rigging  forced  him  to 
reduce  sail  considerably. 

“It's  been  a  tough  1,500  miles 
and  though  there  are  only  300 
miles  to  go,  I  don't  expect  to 
finish  for  two  or  three  days." 
Hooke  said. 

Now  that  the  Japanese  sailor 
Minoru  Saito,  in  his  50ft 
Shutendohji  n  has  finished 
third  in  foe  Corinthian  class, 
only  four  of  the  21  starters  on 
the  Cape  Town  to  Sydney  leg 
remain  at  sea. 

The  next  to  finish  is  expected 
to  he  another  Japanese,  foe 


saxophone-playing  taxi-driver. 
Yukoh  Tada. 

•  Britain's  hopes  for  a  success¬ 
ful  defence  of  the  Admiral's 
Cap,  offshore  racing's  equiva¬ 
lent  of  a  world  championship, 
have  taken  a  turn  for  the  better. 
The  Turkish  yachtsman,  Bulem 
Atabay,  has  offered  his  newly- 
commissioned.  Ed  Dubois  de¬ 
signed  Ono-Tonner  to  a  British, 
crew  led  by  the  Olympic  bronze 
medal  winner  Jo  Richards. 

The  use  of  this  yacht,  the 
construction  of  which  begins  at 
Cowes  next  week,  will  avoid  foe 
need  to  charter  or  rely  on  an 
older  racer  to  fill  the  small  boat 
gap  in  Britain’s  three-boat  team. 

The  other  yachts  in  foe  line¬ 
up  are  expected  to  Include  Mike 
Peacock's  latest  Bruce  Farr  de¬ 
signed  50-footer  Juno  V,  now 
being  prepared  for  the  first  50- 
foot  regatta  of  foe  year  at  Key 
West.  Florida  this  weekend,  and 


the  RAFs  smaller  two- to  oner. 
Wings  of  Oracle,  to  be  cam¬ 
paigned  by  foe  RAF  Sailing 
Association. 

Oracle,  foe  computer  software 
company  sponsoring  the  RAF 
effort,  announced  at  the  London 
Boat  Show  yesterday  that  they 
will  also  be  supporting  the  50- 
fooi  regatta  at  Lymington 
July. 

The  five-day  regatta  will  be 
used  by  many  of  foe  Admiral's 
Cup  teams  as  a  final  tune- up  for 
their  large  boats  before  foe 
major  series  starts  from  Cowes  a 
week  later. 

•  Yesterday  was  a  rest  day  in 
the  Etchells  22  world  champ¬ 
ionship  off  Finmamle.  Chris 
Law,  of  Britain,  leads  the  series 
after  three  of  foe  six  races  with  a 
loss  of  14.4  points.  Second,  19.6 
points  behind,  is  Colin  Beashel, 
of  Australia,  with  Dennis 
Conner,  of  foe  United  States, 
third  on  42  points. 


By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 

TONY  Underwood,  whose  path  suffered  such 
towards  a  full 


BASEBALL 


Jenkins  joins  giants 


FERGUSON  Jenkins  has  been 
elected  to  the  game’s  Hall  of 
Fame,  1 1  years  after  a  convic¬ 
tion  fora  drugs  offence.  Jenkins, 
a  pitcher  for  the  Chicago  Cubs 
and  Texas  Rangers,  who  retired 
in  1983,  was  convicted  of  co¬ 
caine  possession  in  1980  after 
the  substance  was  found  id  his 
bag  at  Toronto  airport. 

lie  was  given  an  absolute 
discharge  but  the  offence  was 
believed  to  have  spoiled  his 
chances  of  enuring  foe  Hall  of 
Fame  when  bis  name  was  put 
forward  on  two  previous 
occasions. 

Jenkins  was  the  only  pitcher 


to  strike  out  more  than  3,000 
batters  and  walk'  fewer  than 
1,000. 

Also  elected  “third  time 
around"  was  Gaylcnd  Perry,  a 
pitcher  for  Seattle  and  the  San 
Francisco  Giants,  who  won  bis 
300th  game  for  the  team  ax  the 
age  of  42  in  1 982. 

Rod  Carew,  seven  .times  an 
American  League  batting  cham¬ 
pion,  was  also  elected.  It  was 
only  the  third  time  in  55  years  of 
voting  that  three  or  more  play¬ 
ers  have  joined  the  Hall  of  Fame 
in  foe  same  year.  The  selections 
are  made  by  foe  Baseball  Writ¬ 
ers  Association  of  America. 


BOWLS 


Baker  stays  on  course 


JIM  Baker,  the  defending  cham¬ 
pion,  and  foe  man  he  deposed  as 
Bushmills  Whiskey  Irish  Mas¬ 
ters  champion,  Hugh  Duff  line 
up  at  BaUymoney  this  afternoon 
in  foe  first  semi-final  of  this 
year's  event  (a  Special  Corres¬ 
pondent  writes). 

Baker  safely  negotiated  the 
opening  hurdle  in  foe  defence  of 


bis  title  when  he  beat  Willie 
Wood,  of  Scotland,  7-4,  7-4. 

Hopes  of  an  all-Irish  semi¬ 
final  ended,  however,  when 
Doff  beat  David  Coritill,  of 
Belfast,  7-6,  7-4. 

RESULTS:  Quarter-tin  tea.  J  Baku-  (Ire)  U 
W  Wood  (Scot),  7-4, 7-4;  H  Duff  (Scot)  bt  D 
Cork#  (Ire).  7-6, 7-4. 


SNOOKER 

Hallett  is 
first  into 
last  four 


MIKE  Hallett  had  to  play  for  foe 
second  successive  morning  at 
the  Mercantile  Credit  Classic  in 
Bournemouth  yesterday,  but 
while  mystified  over,  his  sched¬ 
ule,  be  was  pleased  that  despite 
another  erratic  performance,  he 
still  managed  to  overcome  the 
first  season  professional.  Rod 
Lawler,  5-2  to  reach  foe  semi¬ 
finals  (Steve  Acteson  writes). 

Hallett  plays  again  tomorrow 
morning  against  the  winner  of 
last  night's  meeting  between 
Jimmy  White  and  Ken  Doherty, 
yen  Stephen  Hendry,  the  world 
champion  who  today  hopes  to 
extend  his  record  of -successive 
victories  in  ranking  tour¬ 
naments  to  35  matches  has  not 
played  since  Sunday. 

M  HaBon  (Eng) 


MJ 

or 

nino 


IIOUD&Q  WtMnson 


5-2. 


RESULTS: 

tt  H  Lawler 

:  Rfth 

Wtattam  (Thai).  5-2.  nunday** 

pfcqc  Quorw-finais  (boat  at 

mnm)  Horn:  A  Drag?  (Malta)  v  S 

Hancfry  (Scot)  7.15pm:  N  mins  (Big)  vG 
WflMraon  (EngV 


BOXING 


A  test  of  Honeyghan’s  pride 


c 


FOR  THE  RECORD 


Z) 


_BADMINTON 

TAlf-Ct  TalpW - 

round:  J-P  Ntertwfl  (Den)  M  S  Butter 
4,153. 


BOWLS 


TENNIS 


BASKETBALL 


EUROPEAN  CUP  WINNERS'  CUP:  OWJrtSr- 
finals:  PACXC  Salonika  107.  Hapoe)  Sa*  0»J 
77;  Dynamo  Moscow  100,  Ovaronw  (DMl)83; 
ChoiatjFrl  1W.  VMU8  Botoflna  tt  Rad  Star 

Hawks  10B.  San  Antonio  Spurs  t  .. 

Cotta  101,  Nw  York  *****  87:Oteroa 
Batons  101.  ChartoOa  HomatS  SftOtaiQg 

Bids  1 11.  NewJorsay  Nate  IQS  Portland  TtaB 
ainm  i;r>  Rncfcnta  97:  MB  mterwn 

Bucks  SB.  Washington  Bidets  96:  Utah  Jazz 
110.  Ctovsbnd  Cavsfcrs  B0:  8e«ate  &***- 
sanies  96,  Los  Angelas  Lateral®:  GoMen 
Slate  Warriors  147.  Pwr  Huppew  12S. 

_ HOCKEY 

CRYSTAL  PALAC&  Brfte. 

:  Kttelsa  7.  Brrantojr  &  a  *■ 


■ATQE&:  Buctertetamstera  104, 
_  En^CMSentaM11:Stelgfc1Z7.  Norte* 


DARTS 


INTERNATIONAL  IjAATCH:  Spain 
Nstftsrtsnda  2  (In  BatcefonaX 


Wmsmanm 
ICRICKETUNEl 

TUC  M.TEH  rafiLASD  MUST  WIN! 


AUSTRALIA 
v  ENGLAND 


olu,  comprafteww  do* of  fJoyraPj* 

nrnwnMUH 

tXCLUXVEMtW"!, 

Who's  qnil»ta»ioito»? 

■  wtedoUafl 


_ FOOTBALL _ 

FA  CUPS  THW-HMWI  rapjfir-  PMpawt 
NemnnhamFo^  v  Crystal  Pteaca  Ftymoiah 

LEVLMSDUVWIWinnttPMMM* 

TBWNQITs'sCCn'TlSH  CUP:  Second  rarorfe 
rininnowr  Rosa  County  i  Queen  rf  the 
SteatTotarangad  lor  Monday.  January  14, 

Rrte  tjMstorc 

SsEiSKSf  l  ' 

potted:  Chafes*  v  Ftiftem;  SwMOfl  *  Rwtf- 
S&RNOPP  BUSH  LEAGUE:  WglpagM 

^ComanSEdwi  Cbmrada*  v  RUCr 
aJnrowTv  u3aTcaiara*fi  UNwntey: 

NwtfwaHfirtWWalttere. 

ITALIAN  CUP!  TMfd  wand.  **  M* 
mmazlonato  2.  Torino  1. 


CKnooraMmW-*:  34T7-&  K 
fit  Q tormoac&n).  6-4. 04:  P  Kutmari  RSeO  t* 
A  AiTCmittcJi  (Austria),  4-6. 5-4. 7-6;  M  Vejtita 
fCz)  bt  A  Chasnotov  fUSSK),  8-1 .  5-7.  7-5. 
SYOMEY-.Hwa  tTouttiWateaOpancnampInn- 
ted prc  mm  Pint  rocaxfc  M  Jala  Mrg)  tt  G 
ftaous  (BL  6-4. 04:  J  Hhatec  (Gwttd  KN  KUU 
(Saw).  7-fl.  Mr  «  Sdch  (Gs i)  «  A  Vofcoa 
lussfl),  54,  Ms  M  Gustteaaon  (Swe)  In  J 
swnaaon  {&wttL  M  M  M- Sacand  rauate 
D  Bostemg  (US)  bt  W  MaSte  (AusL  B-4.  7-fc 
M  StEipari lx  J  Hteaek  <C*J.  MM.  M  D 
CahB  (Ana)  H  R  Kr^cak  pfcteL  6-4,  B-4;  J 
Andaraon  (Swa)  bt  J  Artec  (USL  M  M  M 

Da  Lons  (US).  34. 7-5.  Mj  A  SftKhtf  WMW 
(Sp)MAbsmunte(Ft),&3.MRFBSrt>ank- 
Mdsttar  (SA)  b!  N  Hamxnsn  (Ffl  6-2, 3-S.  6-4; 
R  Rapmon  (Cz)  MCTimfer  (Fp,  M,  Wfc  S 

M  Z  Ganteon  (US)  M  K  RMdf  (US).  6-1.  M 
N  Prates  (Aus)  ft  A  Grossman  (USL  B-4. 6-7, 
M  C  Cumhgtwnt  (US)  M  L  GUsmaiaar 
(AtbL  B-1.  6-1;  M  Fernandez  (US)  trt  P  Hy 

7-5;  u  va)oa  (Cd  bs  a 
(USSR),  B-1,  W.  7-5, 


YACHTING 


ROUNTLE;  EtcbePa  22  worfd  Otemp- 
temtalK  TIM  mea:  1.  Lamba  D.  (G  Lucas. 
AuaJj  Z.  71a  Boat  (C  BaashoL  Aus);  5.  The 
Ashaa  (C  Law,  QBn*.  Fury  09 G&nour,  AuaX 
5.  Up  2  Yfiu  (C  MM,  Aufi);  6,  Two  StfM  «M 
a  Magpie  (J  Bertrand.  AusL  Ovant  1.  Law. 
MA  2.  BeashaL  34;  3.  Manaca  X  (D  Conner. 

al  4.  Goktan  Parachuia  (l  Brotew 
You,  North  Sydntqr  Station  (M 


PA  CUP;  nteOUBuna  rapnya:  LNwpooi  3 
Btateun  0  oJmpod  at  noma  to  Brighton). 
LEYLAND  OAF  CUP:  PteGnMiw  round: 
MnnEWd  3.  SkM  0;  Stockport  1.  »Triay  1. 
|%te  nund:  Gflntetent  D,  Horafonl  1  r  RraMOO 

j  perlngteri  1  uc  1-1  tewr  B0  mkiuaaa); 

souMiu^MaloatonaO. 

VAUXHALL  LEAGUE:  pMtnter  (WteorcBisn- 

s gr  ,A^rytja^ 

Ahhodoxv 

PONTTNS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE:  Or*  dNWOrt: 

SrorS?  OTBratton  a  Manchaawr  Oty  4, 
§SSk  United  2:  SnaJBaM  Wadneede,  2. 
SSwtiiraiton  0.  second  cMatercOrfaffl 
I.BrtetfofdOtyl- 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 


ICE  HOCKEY 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL)!  Umasotfi  North 
Stare  3,  New  York  Wandere  ft  Pttttewpt 
Perarfa  6,  Edmonton  Otars  t:  Quebec 
Nm3qum  4,  Boston  Brains  Z  Calgary 
Hamas  5,  Toronto  Mapia  utes  ft  %  Louts 
Btees  S,  Now  jeranr  Daufit  3;  Vanfitem 
fanuefcs  3.  Bunak)  Sains  3;  Los  Angalaa 
Xkiga4.  Hardord  Whaiera  ft 


NORDIC  SKIING 


SLALOM  UtQCT  Al  1 1AWCP.  ftteTt Mon: 
Womngton  22.  Wigan  12. 


8TRfiSHe  PLESO.  Cnctatewtedrc  Han’t 
Wortd  Cup:  30km  crosa-counCT.  1 .  B  Deoritia 
(Nor),  Ihr  11n*i  3ft6aae;  2.  S  Bareo  (IQ. 
1.-1221  A  ft  Q  Pfitwn  M.  1:1232.1.  Oronat 
1,  v  Smteos  (USCT),  9^:2.  DaaMe.  58;  3. 

TUosnw(S*m),67. 

RUGBY  UNION  ~~ 

MLSH  SCHOOLS  NATIONAL  LEAGUE  : 
taaton  HS  2ft  Chepstow  ict  Dated  Hugn« 
SO,  FnarB  ft 

MftSH  UNDBH6  -  COUNTY  CHAMP- 
»«S»flP:Dy1ed  ft  Wsat  Glamorgan  a 


THE  golden  rule  says  “Don't  be 
deceived  by  looks".  Too  often  a 
boxer  jumping  out  of  his  skin 
before  a  fight  has  been  knocked 
out  in  foe  first  round,  and  one 
who  has  looked  as  if  he  has  been 
sleeping  on  a  park  bench  has 
won  the  world  title.  George 
Foreman  looks  like  a  genie  that 
cannot  get  back  into  foe  bottle 
and  he  is  challenging  for  foe 
heavyweight  championship  of 
foe  world  in  April 

But  despite  such  examples  it 
is  difficult  to  visualise  IJayd 
Honeyghan,  the  former  world 
welterweight  champion,  who 
has  just  returned  to  boxing  after 
an  absence  of  10  months,  as  a 
revitalised  force.  We  should  see 
things  more  clearly  when  he 
meets  Mario  Olmedo.  of  Mex¬ 
ico.  at  the  Latchmere  Leisure 
Centre,  Battersea,  tonight. 

When  Honeyghan,  now  a 
light-middleweight,  walked  into 
his  press  conference  foe  other 
day  at  a  London  hotel,  be  did 
not  look  like  Honeyghan  at  afl. 
He  was  not  raring  to  go,  there 
was  no  menace  about  him  or 
spring  in  his  step.  In  his  blue 

C  IN  BRIEF  ) 

Big  haul  of 
steroids 

HELSINKI  (Reuter)  -  Customs 
police  said  they  seized  1 23,000 
anabolic  steroid  pills  being 
smuggled  into  Finland  from  foe 
Soviet  Union.  They  were  hid¬ 
den  inside  surfboards. 

A  spokesman  said  police  were 
holding  a  man  from  Estonia  in 
connection  with  foe  haiiL  He 
said  -the  tablets  were  found  on 
January  1  in  a  routine  search  of 
a  motor  vehicle. 

RUGBY  LEAGUE:  Mark 
Brooke  Cowden  has  won  his 
fight  to  be  classified  as  a  British 
player  by  the  Rugby  League, 
although  he  has  played  for  foe 
AH  Blacks  rugby  union  team.  He 
turned  professional  for  Leeds 
four  years  ago  and  was  released 
by  Salford  during  foe  summer. 

CRICKET:  Glamorgan  have 
been  given  a  £30.000  sponsor¬ 
ship  grant  by  South  Glamorgan 
County  Council  to  help  unearth 
local  talent  and  set  up  an 
extensive  coaching  campaign. 
BOXING;  Pat  Clinton  has  relin¬ 
quished  his  British  and  Euro¬ 
pean  flyweight  titles  to 
concentrate  on  the  world 
championship.  He  pulled  out  of 
a  defence  next  month  against 
Joe  KeDy,  a  fellow-Scoi. 

AMERICAN  FOOTBALL: 
Philadelphia  have  promoted 

their  offensive  co-ordinator, 

Rich  Kotite,  to  replace  Buddy 
Ryan  as  coach. 

CYCLING:  Jon  Clay,  the  Leeds 
professional  who  finished  sec¬ 
ond  overall  in  foe  Australian 
Sun  Tour,  has  joined  Britain's 
champion  team  of  1 990,  Banana 
Falcon.  He  replaces  Dave 
Rayner,  who  has  joined  the 
Netherlands  Buckler  team. 


By  Srdcumab  Sen,  boxing  correspondent 

meat  with 


shorts  and  white  trainers  he 
could  have  been  a  tennis  player 
walking  about  in  search  of  a 
partner.  In  feet,  with  that  reced¬ 
ing  forehead  and  curly  hair,  he 
looked  strikingly  like  John 
McEnroe. 

Why  had  he  come  back  after 
two  devastating  defeats  by 
Marlon  Starling  and  Mark 
Breland?  It  was  not  for  foe 
money,  he  said.  Having  sold  his 
Rolls-Royce  and  two  bouses,  he 
had  enough  money.  “It's  my 
pride,"  he  said.  His  manager, 
Mickey  Duff  said:  “I  didn’t 
persuade  him  one  way  or 
another  to  fight  on.  Lloyd  said 
he  wanted  to  and  my  job  as  a 
manager  was  to  get  him  a 
suitable  opponent.” 

Duff  befog  the  smart  match¬ 
maker  he  is,  will  probably 
manoeuvre  Honeyghan  into  a 
world  contender’s  ranking  be¬ 
fore  Jong.  With  typical  Duff 
facility  for  turning  a  bad  situa¬ 
tion  into  a  promising  one,  foe 
promoter,  overlooking  the  feet 
that  Breland's  ability  will  have 
had  something  to  do  with 
Honeygban's  recent  disen  chant¬ 


boxing,  said:  “His 
rHoneygban's]  form  against 
Breland  was  so  bad  that  there 
had  to  be  some  reason.’* 

Weight  was  foe  culpriL 
Honeyghan  claims  be  was  strug¬ 
gling  to  make  the  welterweight 
limit  on  foe  day  of  his  bout  with 
Breland.  Duff  said  the  weight 
problem  had  been  kept  a  secret 
from  him  and  when  he  heard 
about  it  he  dismissed  the  Ameri¬ 
can  trainer. 

Tonight  Honeyghan  feces 
Olmedo  at  a  comfortable;  weight 
of  1 1  stone.  Olmedo,  aged  28, 
has  not  boxed  since  last  Septem¬ 
ber  but  looks  a  fair  test.  A 
former  Mexican  champion,  he 
has  woo  17  of  his  28  contests 
and  been  stopped  only  once. 
One  of  his  defeats  was  by  Hugo 
Marfoangdi,  a  tough  Argentin¬ 
ian  who  lost  on  points  to  Tony 
Coflins. 

“1  want  to  feel  the  referee 
lifting  my  hand,”  Honeyghan 
said  at  that  press  conference. 
That  should  happen  tonight  but 
boxing  followers  will  be  more 
interested  fo  what  his  hands  do 
prior  to  befog  raised. 


a  full  cap  bas  en¬ 
countered  something  of  a  U- 
bend,  must  console  himself  with 
an  appearance  fo  the  student 
international  between  EngianH 
and  Wales  at  Swansea  on  Janu¬ 
ary  IS.  He  is  one  of  five 
Cambridge  University  players 
fo  the  match  party,  Chris 
Sheasby  joining  him  fo  the  team 
at  No  8. 

Underwood,  a  B  international 
who  toured  Argentina  with  Eng¬ 
land  fo  the  summer,  has  lost  his 
way  fo  rugby  terms  over  the  last 
1 2  months.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  he  is  paying  foe  penalty  for 
choosing  student  rugby  al¬ 
though  that  has  not  hindered 
Philip  de  Glanville  at  Oxford, 
who  was  a  member  of  foe  senior 
training  squad  fo  Lanzarote  last 
weekend  and  plays  for  the  B  XV 
against  Spain  on  January  20. 

The  wing,  whose  older 
brother,  Rory,  will  win  his 
fortieth  cap  against  Wales  on 
January  19,  would  benefit  per¬ 
haps  from  some  words  of  advice 
upon  the  rehabilitation  of  his 
representative  career;  he  must 
also  deride  whether  to  play  dub 
rugby  for  Leicester  fo  foe  second 
half  of  the  season. 

Newcomers  to  the  team  in¬ 
clude  Chris  Clark,  the  Marl¬ 
borough  College  prop  capped  by 
England  Schools  in  1989.  He  is 
now  fo  his  freshman  year  at 
Swansea  University  and,  there¬ 
fore,  fo  a  position  to  relay 
information  about  several 
members  of  foe  Welsh  team 
whose  composition  should  be 
known  today. 

Jonathan  Green  makes  a  wel¬ 
come  return  as  flanker  and 
captain  of  foe  side.  Green 


a  severe  knee 
injury  fo  this  fixture  two  years 
ago  that  he  missed  last  season 
entirely;  he  is  one  of  three 
forwards  based  in  Wales,  the 
third  befog  Peter  Thresher,  one 
of  the  three  brothers  who  all 
play  for  Harlequins. 

English  Universities  play 
Welsh  Universities  at  New¬ 
bridge  on  the  same  evening,  not 
the  most  distinguished  piece  of 
planning.  The  universities,  of 
course,  are  entitled  to  include 
students  of  any  nationality,  thus 
Niafl  Malone,  the  Ireland  under- 
21  stand-off  half  plays  as  does 
his  Welsh  colleague  from 
Loughborough,  Derwyn  Jones, 
and  Graeme  Aitchison,  foe  An- 
glo-Scot 

BtGLAMDSTUDEMTO  (v  Wtesh  Students. 
Swansea):  S  Brow  lay  (North  Staffs  Poly); 
M  Thonwyaroft  (NaWnghani  Poly),  M 
HaMan  (Harper  Adams  AC).  R  Me- 
Naughion  (Liverpool  Unte).  T  Undanrood 
[Cambridge  Unite):  G  Gregory  (Sheffield 
Pedy).  C  Savarianwtki  (Sheffield  Poly);  C 
maaa  Urn),  T  BMdow 
i  and  Gkxjcostar  C  of  HEX  D 
i  (Cheltenham  end  Gloucester  C  o! 
HE),  J  Oram  (South  Gtemorgan  institute 
of  HE.  cast),  a  Shmflmd  (Loughborough 
UnhftP  Thrasher  fCanflfrUniv].  M  Pepper 
(Lseda  Poly),  C  Sfaaateby  (Cambridge 

JhiM.  Rpptecamenta:  L  Boyle  (Leicester 

Pom  SDougtea  (Newcautte  Pat/).  J 
Lodro  (Cambridge  urth*  R  Wartevnu 
(Cambridge  Onlvl,  A  Ml  (ward 
"  y.  B  PsaKJaoea 
Non-iravBlflng  n- 
embrtflqe  Unfy  p 

(Setiord  Ur*),  p  Vfitan  (BcatoTuJKfc 
Tntxicfc  (West  London  kistttuts  of  HE). 

uwERsmes  t»  waw 

Nntartdga);  Q  AMcMaoa 
I  McLeod  (BrtstoQ.  P 


Urtv). 

Proton 

CWtarffl  iExotor 


UnhwaWea. 


Egan  abandons  Exiles 


TWO  exiled  No.  8s  make  a 
change  of  course  this  weekend. 
Mark  Egan,  who  captained  Ox¬ 
ford  to  victory  in  foe  University 
match  last  month,  has  left 
London  Irish  for  Terenure  Coil- 
foe  Dublin  dub,  while 
Jeremy  Macklin  will  play  his 
last  game  for  London  Scottish 
before  taking  up  a  business 
appointment  in  Singapore 
(David  Hands  writes). 

Egan  and  two  Oxford  col¬ 
leagues,  Charles  Haly  and  Rory 
Moloney,  joined  foe  Irish  after 
the  University  match,  but  Egan 
has  declined  to  play  flanker 


against  Coventry  on  Saturday  fo 
foe  league  game  which  will  help 
determine  promotion  from  foe 
second  division. 

Both  Haly  and  Moloney  play, 
at  wing  and  centre  respectively, 
but  foe  Irish  prefer  Andy  Millar 
at  No.  8. 

Macklin,  a  Scottish  B  cap  and 
vice-captain  of  foe  Scottish,  who 
has  made  a  distinguished 
contribution  to  the  club,  may 
not  be  seen  fo  its  colours  again 
after  feeing  Plymouth  Albion, 
since  Id,  his  company,  have 
offered  him  a  three-year 
appointment  fo  the  Far  East 


HOCKEY 

Revised  format 
for  counties 
gains  approval 

By  Sydney  Friskin 

WARWICKSHIRE’S  proposal 
for  a  new  county  championship 
format  next  season,  which  will 
email  a  considerable  cut  fo  foe 
playing  time,  was  accepted  by 
the  counci]  of  foe  Hockey 
Association  fo  London  yes^ 
terday. 

Under  the  new  system  foe  40 
participating  teams  (37  counties 
mid  three  rides  from  the  Ser¬ 
vices)  are  to  be  divided  into 
eight  leagues,  of  five  teams  each, 
based  at  eight  different  venues, 
over  one  weekend.  The  winners 
will  go  forward  to  quarter-finals 
and  semi-finals  at  a  separate 
weekend  (probably  played  on 
one  day  only),  with  foe  final 
either  on  foe  following  day  or  at 
a  separate  weekend,  together 
with  foe  final  of  some  other 
competition,  such  as  the  under- 
21  county  final. 

The  somewhat  gloomy  pic¬ 
ture  presented  by  the  chairman. 
Tarn  H  odder,  in  his  report 
relating  to  poor  international 
results  and  its  consequent  effect 
on  sponsorship  brought  scat¬ 
tered  comment  which  made  less 
impact  than  might  have  been 
expected,  although  concern  was 
expressed  over  the  number  of 
international  commitments. 

However,  Phil  Apple  yard,  the 
president  of  foe  Hockey  Associ¬ 
ation  ,  while  not  sharing  the 
chairman's  pessimism,  said: 
“We  do  not  lay  down  the 
international  codes.  We  have  a 
four  nations  tournament  of  our 
own,  but  we  are  governed  by  the 
programme  of  foe  international 
federation." 


NETBALL 


Senior  trials  proved 
too  open  by  half 


OPEN  England  senior  trials 
look  place  fo  Birmingham  last 
weekend,  but  Betty  Galsworthy, 
the  national  coach,  was  not 
oveijoyed  with  the  70  can¬ 
didates  who  offered  themselves 
for  selection  (Louise  Taylor 
writes). 

“Generally  the  standard  was 
not  high,’*  she  said.  **l  cannot 
say  that  I  was  too  impressed. 
One  problem  is  that  these  were 
open  trials  and  sometimes 
people  who  should  not  be  there 
put  themselves  forward. 
Another  problem  was  that  sev¬ 
eral  people,  including  a  number 
of  established  England  players, 
were  either  injured  or  til  and 
unable  to  attend.** 

Nevertheless,  Galsworthy  se¬ 
lected  2 1  who  win  go  through  to 
final  trials  in  Birmingham  on 
February  10,  along  with  nine 
who  come  highly  recomended. 


but  were  injured  or  ill  Iasi 
weekend. 

Those  include  Kendra  Lowe, 
the  England  captain,  who  is  still 
recovering  from  a  long-term 
knee  injury,  Jesslyn  Parke®,  the 
goalkeeper,  who  had  an  achill.es 
tendon  Operation  last  August, 
and  Jane  Hyrons,  another  knee 
victim.  Galsworthy  said:  “I  am 
hoping  all  three  will  be  fit  for 
February." 

Sheila  Edwards,  who  has  just 
retired  as  England's  vice-cap¬ 
tain,  was  in  splendid  goal¬ 
shooting  form  as  Surrey 

consolidated  their  position  at 
foe  summit  of  foe  PES  English 
Counties  League  with  a  63-38 
win  at  Middlesex  on  Saturday. 

At  the  end  of  foe  table.  South 
Yorkshire  lost  55-26  at  home  to 
Essex  Metropolitan.  They  have 
not  won  this  season. 


SQUASH  RACKETS 

Wizards’  luck  turns 


A  LATE  decision  to  play  Chris 
Robertson,  Australia's  world 
No.  3,  at  first  string  in  a  post¬ 
holiday  Pimm’s  Premier  League 
schedule,  lacking  most  other 
international  stars,  brought 
Leeks  Wizards  .firmly  back  into 
the  leadership  race  at  foe  half¬ 
way  stage  this  week  (Colin 
McQuillan  writes). 

Robertson  has  always  re¬ 
turned  home  with  his  fellow 
Australians  for  Christmas  but, 
now  domiciled  in  Cardiff  he 
stayed  to  be  with  his  girl  friend. 
As  late  as  4pm  on  Tuesday  he 
was  still  waiting  for  medical 


advice  on  a  leg  injury. 

With  permission  only  grudg¬ 
ingly  granted,  be  was  at  pains 
three  hours  later  to  do  as  little 
work  on  court  as  possible, 
despatching  Paul  Gregory  9-1, 
9-5, 9-2  in  the  first  siring  rubber 
of  a  resounding  4-0  win  over  L 
and  P  Lambs,  which  brought  the 
Wizards  within  six  points  of 
Carlisle  Cannons. 

•  The  Squash  Rackets  Associ¬ 
ation  has  fined  Stars  and  Stripes 
£100  for  felling,  to  have  Jansher 
Khan  present  at  foe  start  of  their 
home  match  against  Leeks  Wiz¬ 
ards  on  December  18. 
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Dismissals  threat 
to  reputation  for 
English  fair  play 


SPORT 

United  States  secures  double  gold 


ENGLISH  football's  strict 
adherence  to  the  new  Fife 
directive  on  foul  play  is  in 
danger  of  ruining  the  reput¬ 
ation  it  has  recently  acquired 
abroad  for  fair  play,  Gordon 
Taylor,  the  chief  executive  of 
the  Professional  Footballers' 
.Association,  said  yesterday. 

In  Bonn  on  Tuesday,  Eng¬ 
land  received  the  team  award 
for  fair  play  at  last  year's 
World  Cup  finals  and  Gary 
Lineker  an  individual  award 
for  an  outstanding  disci¬ 
plinary  record,  but  Taylor  said 
that  English  League  football 
was  threatening  to  undo  all  the 
good  work  of  last  summer  and 
the  last  few  years  by  applying 
the  letter  rather  than  the  spirit 
of  the  law  in  connection  with 
the  Fife  edict  “I  feel  we’re  in 
danger  of  shooting  ourselves 
in  the  foot”  he  said.  - 

English  League  games  are 
watched  all  around  the  world 
and  Taylor  is  worried  that  a 
misleading  picture  is  being 
relayed  about  the  standard  of 
English  discipline  on  the  field 
Llntil  January  1,  122  players 
had  been  sent  off  in  compet¬ 
itive  games  in  England  and 
Wales  this  season,  compared 
to  92  at  the  same  point  last 
season.  The  Football  Associ¬ 
ation  said  that  35  of  those 
dismissals  were  for  what  is 
loosely  and  nowadays  inaccu¬ 
rately  described  as  the  “pro¬ 
fessional  foul". 

An  FA  spokesman  said 
yesterday  that  he  did  not  think 
that  the  situation  was  “over- 
alarming"  and  admitted  that 
the  figures  were  comparable 
with  those  of  last  season,  when 
overall  discipline  improved 
for  the  fourth  year  in  succes¬ 
sion  “if  you  consider  that  so 


By  Cuve  White 
many  were  for  the  pro¬ 
fessional  foul”. 

Taylor  saw  it  differently.  “I 
think  statistics  are  tending  to 
damn  us  rather  than  praise 
us,”  he  said  Taylor  took  great 
encouragement  from  the  feci 
that,  for  the  first  time  in  many 
years,  not  a  single  club  was 
brought  before  the  FA  at  the 
end  of  last  season  to  explain 
its  disciplinary  record  “Now 
there  appears  to  be  a  general 
clean-up  campaign  at  a  time 
when  the  streets  are  getting 
tidier,”  he  said  Taylor  was 
also  concerned  that  a  heavy- 
handed  approach  by  officials 
could  affect  the  entertainment 
value  of  the  game  if  teams 
were  reduced  to  ten  or  nine 
men  by  sendings-off. 

When  the  FA  took  it  upon 
itself  in  the  1982-3  season  to 
issue  a  directive  (which  it  was 
later  forced  to  rescind  by  Fife) 
instructing  referees  to  send  off 
players  guilty  of  denying  an 
opponent  an  obvious  goal¬ 
scoring  opportunity,  it  was 
solely  for  what  was  euphemis¬ 
tically  described  at  the  time  as 
the  “professional  foul”  and  of 
a  cynical  nature. 

The  complaint  of  many 
people  within  the  game  this 
season  is  that  the  Fife  direc¬ 
tive  is  being  appUed  too 
literally.  The  “professional 
foul”  is  being  classed  as 
serious  foul  play.  To  many 
onlookers,  for  instance,  Kevin 
Moran,  of  Blackburn  Rovers, 
seemed  to  be  guilty  of  no  more 
than  obstruction  when  he  was 
alleged  to  have  brought  down 
Ian  Rush,  of  Liverpool,  in  an 
FA  Cup  third-round  tie  on 
Saturday,  an  offence  for  which 
he  was  sent  off. 

Kenny  Dalglish,  the  man- 


Liverpool  close  to 
capturing  Carter 


JIMMY1  Carter,  the  Millwall 
forward  is  expected  lo  com¬ 
plete  an  f 800,000  transfer  to 
Liverpool  within  the  next  48 
hours  (Ian  Ross  writes). 

The  clubs  reopened  negotia¬ 
tions  yesterday  after  the  sec¬ 
ond-division  club  had  rejected 
the  Football  League  cham¬ 
pions'  initial  bid  of  around 
£600,000,  which  was  lodged 
earlier  in  the  week. 

Although  Reg  Burr,  the 
Millwall  chairman,  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
sell  Carter,  he  admitted  a  deal 
was  likely  if  Liverpool  met  his 
asking  price. 

Carter,  aged  25,  joined 
Millwall  from  Queen's  Park 
Rangers  in  1987  for  £15,000 
after  beginning  his  career  as  an 
apprentice  at  Crystal  Palace. 

If  the  transfer  does  go  ahead 
it  will  mark  the  first  stage  of 
Liverpool’s  rebuilding  pro¬ 
gramme  as  they  prepare  for  a 
return  to  European  football 
for  the  first  time  since  the 
Heysel  tragedy  in  1985. 
Because  of  new  UEFA  regula¬ 
tions,  only  four  non-nationals 
are  allowed  to  play  in  the  big 
European  competitions.  At 
present,  11  of  Liverpool's 
recognised  senior  squad  of  IS 


players  are  deemed  to  be 
“foreigners". 

Viv  Anderson,  Manchester 
United’s  former  England 
international  defender,  yes¬ 
terday  agreed  to  join  Sheffield 
Wednesday,  of  the  second 
division,  in  a  bid  to  resurrect  a 
career  blighted  by  injury. 

Anderson,  aged  34,  moves 
to  Hillsborough  on  a  free 
transfer  after  playing  just  50 
League  games  for  United . 

“I  was  a  little  reluctant  to  let 
him  go  because  his  influence 
on  this  club’s  younger  players 
is  most  beneficial,"  Alex  Fer¬ 
guson,  the  United  manager, 
said.  Anderson  is  likely  to 
make  his  debut  for  Wednes¬ 
day  in  Saturday’s  game 
against  Hull  City  at  Booth- 
ferry  Park,  where  he  could 
find  himself  in  opposition  to 
Jim  Leighton,  his  former 
United  team-mate,  who  now 
seems  certain  to  join  the 
Yorkshire  club  on  loan. 

“We  want  to  make  sure  that 
we  are-  well  covered  for  our 
run-in.  Viv  is  very  versatile 
and  can  play  either  at  full  back 
or  in  the  centre  of  defence,” 
Ron  Atkinson,  the  Wednes¬ 
day  manager,  said. 
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ager  of  Liverpool,  called  for 
urgent  talks  between  the 
game’s  administrators  and 
participants  after  the  second 
Liverpool  player  in  four  days 
was  sent  off  in  the  Cup  replay 
on  Tuesday.  Liverpool's  disci¬ 
plinary  record  has  been 
among  the  best  in  the  League 
for  several  years. 

Talks,  however,  between 
the  game’s  various  bodies 
were  organised  some  weeks 
ago.  There  will  be  six  regional 
meetings  up  and  down  the 
country,  starting  at  Old 
Trafford,  Manchester,  on 
January  22. 

Their  aim  is  to  achieve 
mutual  understanding  be¬ 
tween  players  and  officials, 
improved  relationships  and  a 
greater  tolerance  of  one  an¬ 
other’s  problems  and  of  the 
laws  of  the  game.  The  meet¬ 
ings  will  be  attended  by  the 
FA,  the  Football  League,  the 
Association  of  Football 
League  Referees  and  Lines¬ 
men,  the  Football  League 
Executive  Staff  Association 
and  the  PFA. 

•  Steve  McMahon,  the 
Liverpool  and  England  mid- 
field  player,  who  was  sent  off 
at  Anfield  on  Tuesday,  will  be 
suspended  for  one  match  and 
not  two  as  widely  reported,  the 
FA  said  yesterday.  He  will  not 
accrue  any  more  disciplinary 
points,  since  the  sending  off 
for  two  bookable  offences  is 
deemed  sufficient 

punishment 

Consequently,  he  will  miss 
only  the  FA  Cup  fourth-round 
tie  against  Brighton  at  Anfield 
on  January  26  and  will  be 
available  for  the  televised 
game  against  Manchester 
United  on  February  3. 

Prisoner 
waits  for 
Woking 

THE  FA  Cup  underdogs, 
Woking,  may  call  on  the 
services  of  a  player  serving  a 
prison  sentence  when  they 
meet  Everton  in  the  fourth 
round  at  Good! son  Park. 

Andy  Parr,  a  midfield 
player,  could  be  released  from 
Springhill  Open  Prison  in 
Buckinghamshire  for  a  day  to 
play  in  the  game,  should 
Woking  select  him.  The  prison 
governor,  David  Wilson,  has 
told  Parr,  who  is  serving  a  12- 
month  sentence  for  fraud,  that 
he  can  leave  the  prison  for  the 
day  of  the  tie  only. 

Parr,  aged  24,  said  after 
being  called  before  the  pris¬ 
on’s  board  of  governors:  “For 
a  moment  I  thought  Td  done 
something  wrong  and  was  due 
for  a  telling-off  Then  l  got  the 
good  news  and  I'm  over  the 
moon.” 

Wilson  said:  “I'm  a 
Liverpool  supporter  so  I  shall 
be  delighted  if  Woking  go 
through.  Parr  has  been  ex¬ 
tremely  well-behaved  since 
he’s  been  here  and  deserves 
the  chance  of  playing  for  his 
club  if  they  need  him.” 

The  tie  has,  meanwhile, 
been  switched  from  Saturday, 
January  26  to  Sunday,  Janu¬ 
ary  27,  on  the  advice  of  1 
Merseyside  police 

Woking,  who  defeated  West 
Bromwich  .Albion  at  The 
Hawthorns  in  the  com¬ 
petition's  third  round  last  , 
weekend,  were  drawn  at  home  | 
again  si  the  first -division  club 
but  decided  to  surrender  1 
ground  advantage  because 
their  Kingfield  stadium  has  a 
capacity  of  just  6.000. 

“As  Liverpool  were  drawn 
at  home,  and  we  were  not,  we 
did  not  contest  the  decision,” 
Jim  Greenwood,  the  Everton  ! 
chief  executive,  said. 
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Mouth  watering:  Biondi  savours  his  success  after  winning  the  100  metres  freestyle 

Biondi  takes  the  blue  riband 


PERTH  (Reuter)  -  Man 
Biondi,  of  the  United  States, 
eased  to  a  comfortable  win  in 
the  blue-riband  event  —  the 
100  metres  freestyle  —  in  the 
world  swimming  champion¬ 
ships  in  Perth,  Australia, 
yesterday. 

After  an  indifferent  champ¬ 
ionship  entrance  in  the  100 
metres  butterfly,  in  which  he 
finished  sixth,  Biondi  showed 
vastly  improved  form  as  he 
dominated  the  race.  The 
Olympic  champion's  time  of 
49. 1 8sec  was  slower  than  his 
world  record  of 48.42sec,  and 
the  48.94sec  he  recorded  in  his 
1986  world  championship  vic¬ 


tory,  but  it  was  too  fast  for  his 
rivals. 

Tommy  Werner,  of  Sweden, 
look  the  silver  medal  in 
49.63sec  while  Giorgio 
Lamberti,  the  European 
champion,  of  Italy,  was  third 
in  49.82sec. 

“It's  great  to  be  a  world 
champion,”  Biondi,  winner  of 
seven  medals  at  the  1986 
worid  championships  and 
1988  Olympics,  said.  “I  wish 
my  time  could've  been  fester 
but  a  victory  is  a  victory." 

Janet  Evans  gained  further 
success  for  the  United  States 
with  a  rousing  win  in  the 
women's  400  metres  freestyle. 


turning  the  tables  on  Hayley 
Lewis,  aged  16,  of  Australia, 
who  beat  the  American  to  gold 
in  the  200  metres  freestyle  on 
Tuesday. 

Evans  never  let  Lewis  get 
ahead  and  sped  home  in  4min 
08.63sec.  Lewis  took  silver  in 
4min  09.40sec  with  Suzu 
Chiba,  of  Japan,  third  in  4min 
1 1.44sec. 

Martin  Lopez-Zubero  gave 
Spain  their  first  gold  medal  in 
world  championship  history 
when  making  a  well-timed  late 
charge  for  victory  in  the  men’s 
200  metres  backstroke. 

Heralding  a  new  era,  page  28 


Vikings  scrape  into  League 


SCARBOROUGH  Vikings 
yesterday  became  the  36th 
member  of  the  Rugby  Foot¬ 
ball  League,  and  three  di¬ 
visions  moved  inexorably 
nearer.  However,  the  vote  of 
council  members  at  Leeds  was 
by  the  narrowest  possible 
margin,  20-9  with  one  absten¬ 
tion  in  a  required  two-thirds 
majority,  after  a  90-minute 
debate  which  was  described  by 
the  League’s  chief  executive. 
David  Oxley,  as  “the  toughest 
and  most  searching  of  these 
discussions  I  can  remember”. 

Scarborough  became  the 
first  new-  club  since  Chorley 
two  seasons  ago  after  a 
presentation  by  the  chairman 
of  Scarborough  Football  Cub, 
Geoffrey  Richmond,  who  will 
be  chairman  of  the  limited 
company  that  will  control  the 
new  second  division  club, 
which  will  operate  from  the 
start  of  next  season. 

Richmond,  who  is  chair¬ 
man  of  Ronson  pic,  said  that 
he  anticipated  crowds  of 
around  2,000  at  Scarborough's 
home  matches.  He  was  con¬ 
fident  the  club  would  be 


By  Keith  Macklin 

financially  viable  from  the 
first  day.  There  was  initial 
share  capital  of  £  100,000,  with 
more  in  reserve. 

He  said  that  although  Scar¬ 
borough  FC  had  the  lowest 
crowd  average  of  1,600  in  the 
Football  League,  the  club  had 
made  a  small  profit  last  sea¬ 
son.  and  the  new  rugby  league 
club  would  be  subject  to 
similar  stringent  financial 
controls.  The  application  had 
been  backed  by  Scarborough 
Council,  and  he  had  person¬ 
ally  received  more  than  200 
lerters  of  local  support. 

He  was  subjected  to  search¬ 
ing  questions  from  sceptical 
council  members  who 
doubted  his  optimistic  fore¬ 
cast  of  2.000  attendances 
when  the  second  division 
average  is  around  J,000. 

Richmond  fielded  the  ques¬ 
tions  with  patience  and 
aplomb,  disclosing  that  dis¬ 
cussions  were  taking  place 
with  a  potential  coach  already 
well  known  within  the  game. 

When  the  outcome  was 
announced.  Oxley  said:  "The 
questions  that  were  .asked 


were  sensible  and  proper,  but 
in  the  end  we  voted  for  the 
spirit  of  commitment,  pos¬ 
itive  thinking  and  adventure. 
We  are  pushing  out  from  our 
heartland.”  Oxley  added  that 
Scarborough  would  have  a 
wide  catchment  area  for  sup¬ 
port  and  players  including 
York  and  Humberside,  which 
are  thriving  rugby  league 
areas. 

The  League  will  expedite  its 
commitment  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  three  divisions  by 
1992-3,  though  Oxley  was  at 
pains  to  say  that  this  was  not 
dependent  on  Scarborough's 
entry.  “The  application  de¬ 
served  to  succeed  and  would 
have  done  so  regardless  of 
three  divisions.” 

Ironically.  Scarborough's 
admission  came  on  a  day 
when  two  existing  clubs, 
Huddersfield  and  Bramley, 
put  out  distress  signals 
Huddersfield  need  an  urgent 
injection  of  £7  5,000  to  survive 
the  season,  while  Bramley 
have  received  a  heavy  repair 
bill  from  their  local  authority. 


Gooch’s  motley 
army  with  no 
big  field  guns 

From  Alan  Lee.  cricket  correspondent,  Melbourne 
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IN  THE  course  of  a  gripping 
Test  match  in  Sydney,  Eng¬ 
land  managed  to  recover  most 
of  the  fundamentals  that  they 
had  careles5ly'  mislaid  all 
around  Australia.  Their  bat¬ 
ting  was  hugely  improved, 
their  bowling  at  least  partly  so. 
But  as  they  prepared  for  a 
different  challenge  in  Mel¬ 
bourne  today  one  important 
area  of  anxiety  remained. 

England’s  fielding  has  dis¬ 
integrated.  It  is  not  so  much 
the  dropped  catches,  for  they 
can  happen  to  any  side  and 
have  so  fer  been  within 
reasonable  limits.  Xt  is  the 
ground  fielding,  until  quite 
recently  England’s  pride  and 
joy,  which  is  embarrassingly 
sub-standard  and  potentially 
costly. 

So  bad  has  it  become  that 
England  were  confronting  to¬ 
day's  final  qualifying  match 
against  Australia  in  the  World 
Series  Cup  competition,  a 
game  they  must  win,  un¬ 
comfortably  aware  that  they 
could  be  eliminated  from  next 
week’s  lucrative  finals  by  their 
own  hapless  fumblings. 

Graham  Gooch,  speaking 
immediately  after  the  drawn 
third  Test,  confirmed  what 
everyone  watching  the  game 
could  see  for  themselves. 
“Our  fielding  simply  wasn't 
good  enough,”  he  said.  “We 
are  going  to  have  to  work 
much  harder  on  it” 

With  respect  to  the  captain, 
this  may  not  provide  the 
answer.  At  every  practice, 
England  devote  a  lot  of  time, 
some  would  say  a  dispropor¬ 
tionate  amount,  to  fielding 
work.  Their  routines  may  not 
have  the  snap  or  the  imagina¬ 
tion  of  Australian  training 
methods,  which  are  strikingly 
good,  but  the  players  are  all 
put  through  protracted  catch¬ 
ing,  followed  by  groundwork 
and  throwing. 

That  they  still  cannot  field 
adequately  is  not  for  want  of 
practice;  nor,  in  all  but  the 
isolated,  indolent  case;  is  rt  for 
the  want  of  trying.  The  real 
problem,  not  to  put  too  fine  a 
point  on  is  that  England 
have  a  team  populated  by  the 
aged,  the  infirm,  the  clumsy 
and  the  ham-fisted. 

If  this  sounds  harsh,  exam¬ 
ine  the  evidence.  Of  the  four 
in  the  party  who  are  over  35, 
Gooch  and  Lamb  are  basically 
sound  fielders  compromised 
by  the  injuries  increasingly 
afflicting  them;  Larkins  and 


Hemmings  are  in  the  category 
a  captain  would  wish  to  hide. 
England,  however,  have  too 
many  of  similar  shortcomings. 

Gower  is  quicker  over  the 
ground  *han  anyone  in  the 
side  but  his  fleetfootedness  is 
next  to  useless  because  his 
shoulder  condition,  aug¬ 
mented  by  a  wrist  injury, 
means  he  cannot  throw. 

Tufnell  and  Fraser  have 
apparently  improved  a  good 
(foal  through  hard  work  with 
Middlesex  but  there  are  times 
when  you  would  not  know  it. 
TufoeU’s  problem  is  careless¬ 
ness;  Fraser  is  cumbersome. 
As  Malcolm  is  prone  to  gaffes 
even  when  his  back  is  not 
troubling  him,  Atherton  is  a 
good  catcher  but  a  slow 
mover,  and  even  Small’s 
concentration  has  wavered 
too  often  of  late,  this  leaves 
only  Stewart  and  Smith  who 
can  be  classified  without 
reservation  as  fielders  of  inter¬ 
national  class. 

In  a  one-day  game,  still 
more  than  in  a  Test  match,  it 
is  not  posable  for  Gooch  to 
protect  all  his  weaknesses  and, 
within  the  party,  this  is  a 
problem  that  will  not  go  away. 

If  this  was  the  gloomy 
postscript  to  the  third  Test, 
there  was  also  much  to 
encourage.  As  Allan  Border 
ran  off  the  field  at  the  end  of 
the  game,  he  grinningly  wiped 
imaginary  beads  of  perspira¬ 
tion  from  his  brow,  testimony 
to  the  concern  he  had  felt 
during  England's  courageous 
rally.  “I  think,"  he  said  yes¬ 
terday,  “they  are  gathering 
some  momentum  and  will  be 
much  harder  to  beat  from  now 
on.” 

Another  gallant  near-miss 
would  not  however,  be  suf¬ 
ficient  today  in  the  cauldron 
of  the  floodlit  Melbourne 
Cricket  Ground.  England  not 
only  needed  to  beat  Australia, 
for  the  first  time  in  four 
attempts,  they  also  needed  a 
run-rate  of  4.38  an  over  to 
prevent  New  Zealand  dashing 
back  across  the  Tasman  Sea  in 
time  for  Sunday’s  first  of  three 
finals. 

Gooch  spent  so  much  time 
in  Sydney  covering  his  eyes 
against  clumsy  and  gauche 
fielding  errors  that  he  might 
have  had  nightmares  last  night 
about  something  similar  cost¬ 
ing  England  dear  today. 

Prospects  for  A  team,  page  30 


Peace  at  a  price  at 
Australian  Open 

From  Barry  Wood  in  Sydney 


THE  Australian  anti-apartheid 
movement  has  felled  to  win  its 
demand  for  a  payment  of 
AusS  10,000  to  guarantee  that 
there  wfl]  be  no  disruption  of  the 
Australian  Open  tennis 
championships  which  begin  in 
Melbourne  on  Monday. 

The  group  also  requested  that 
collection  boxes  should  be  made 
available  during  the  final  four 
days  of  the  event  to  gather 
donations  for  the  development 
of  multi-racial  tennis  in  South 
Africa. 

The  Australian  Open  is  a 
regular  target  for  the  protesters,' 
who  have  previously  disrupted 
the  tournament  by  throwing 
black  balls  onto  the  court  during 
play  and  picketing  at  the  gates. 

Although  the  organisers  have 
refused  to  pay,  it  has  been 
agreed  that  collection  facilities 
will  be  provided. 

No  South  African  flag  will  be 
flown  at  the  National  Tennis 
Centre  and,  in  addition,  the 
council  of  Tennis  Australia  will 
discuss  the  possibility  of  offer¬ 
ing  financial  or  other  forms  of 
assistance  to  the  movement. 

As  a  result,  no  demonstra¬ 
tions  or  disruption  to  the  tour¬ 
nament  will  take  place  within 
the  precincts,  and  no  industrial 
action  will  be  taken  by  the 
unions. 

Jakob  Hlasck,  the  fourth  seed. 


was  beaten  3-6,  7-6,  6-1  by 
Michael  Such  in  the  second 
round  of  the  Holden  New  South 
Wales  Open  in  Sydney  yes¬ 
terday  while  the  second  seed. 
Jonas  Svensson,  lost  3-6,  6-4,  6- 
4  to  bis  fellow-Swede.  Magnus 
Gustafsson,  in  a  match  that  had 
been  continued  from  the  pre¬ 
vious  day  when  it  was  inter¬ 
rupted  by  rain.  These  were  two 
more  blows  to  a  tournament 
tl . .  had  already  Ion  its  No.  1 
seed,  Ivan  Lendl,  through 
injury. 

In  the  women's  event, 
Arantxa  Sdnchez  Vi  carlo,  of 
Spain,  used  her  usual  powerful 
baseline  game,  spiced  with  a 
devastating  serve,  to  win  her 
second-round  match  against 
Alexia  Dechaume,  of  France. 

The  second  seed  was  always 
in  control,  taking  just  over  an 
hour  to  win  through  by  6-3 .  6-1. 

•  ADELAIDE:  Boris  Becker's 
preparations  for  the  Australian 
Open  suffered  another  setback 
when  when  he  was  beaten  in 
three  sets  by  Goran  Ivanisevic, 
of  Yugoslavia,  in  bis  opening 
nmteh  of  the  six-man  Rio 
Challenge  exhibition  tour¬ 
nament  (AP  reports).  Ivanisevic 
served  21  aces  in  beating  Becker 
5-7.  7-5,  6-4. 

Results,  page  31 


Unrepentant  Francis  defends  drug  programme 


By  David  Powell 
Athletics  Correspondent 
WITH  time  to  spare  after  his 
suspension  for  life,  a  punishment 
made  public  on  Tuesday,  Charlie 
Francis,  Ben  Johnson’s  former 
coach,  will  be  in  Britain  next  month 
to  promote  his  new  book.  Speed 
Trap. 

His  ban,  which  carries  the  right  of 
appeal  after  seven  years,  will  have 
come  as  no  surprise  to  him.  As  the 
book  points  out,  in  referring  to 
mitigating  factors  in  any  appeal  he 
might  make,  he  was  already  under 
an  “indefinite  suspension”,  im¬ 
posed  by  the  C-anda  dian  Track  and 
Reid  Association,  the  forerunner  to 
Athletics  Canada,  which  has  ruled 
against  Francis's  involvement  in 
future  national  or  international 
projects. 

In  Speed  Trap,  though,  he  is 
unrepentanL  Johnson,  who  returns 
to  competition  in  the  Hamilton 


COMMENT 


indoor  meeting  tomorrow,  may 
have  returned  six  negative  tests 
during  his  two-year  suspension  for  a 
positive  result  after  his  victory  in 
the  Seoul  Olympic  100  metres,  but 
Francis  is  scornful  of  international 
attempts  since  then  to  create  a  drug- 
free  sport 

“The  demonjsation  of  (purge 
against]  steroids  has  done  no  one  a 
favour,”  Francis  writes.  “If  the  IOC 
(International  Olympic  Committee] 
and  IAAF  [International  Amateur 
Athletic  Federation]  drug  policies 
were  designed  to  protect  the  ath¬ 
letes'  health,  they  have  failed. 
Rather  than  inducing  people  to 
perform  without  drags,  the  tanned 
list  has  pushed  them  ...  to  new 
substances  with  harsher  side-effects 
or  unknown  risks. 


“While  hard  research  remains 
scanty,  what  we  do  know  suggests 
that  any  adverse  effects  of  commer¬ 
cially  marketed  steroids  are  minor 
and  mostly  reversible,  as  long  as 
dosages  are  kept  low  and  durations 
are  limited.”  Such,  Francis  claimed, 
was  the  approach  to  Johnson’s 
drugs  programme  between  1981  and 
1988.  “Nor  are  steroids  deemed  a 
mortal  danger  by  the  World  Health 
Organisation.  Unfortunately,  to¬ 
day's  athlete  is  forced  to  seek  not  the 
safest  effective  drugs,  but  the  ones 
that  are  least  detectable,”  Francis 
writes. 

A  longer  list  of  banned  substances 
and  random  testing  outside  com¬ 
petition  is  futile,  Francis  claims. 
“The  louder  the  track  federations 
preach  disarmament,  the  greater  the 
proliferation  of  pharmaceutical 
weapons "  he  ays.  “Doping  has 
been  suppressed  in  modem  track 
and  field  no  better  than  drinking 


was  stopped  during  America’s 
Roaring  Twenties.” 

Francis’s  Justification  for  leading 
Johnson  towards  steroids  was  “to 
level  the  playing  field”.  In  other 
words,  so  many  other  athletes  were 
taking  drags,  he  claims,  that  he 
could  not  win  without  them.  Worid 
record-holders  and  Olympic  cham¬ 
pions  are  implicated,  but  Francis 
gives  no  hard  evidence.  There  are 
several  references  to  a  drugs  culture 
in  Britain,  but  he  mentions  only  one 
athlete  by. name,  never  mind  any 
proof  of  his  allegation:  “I  knew  of 
two  British  female  sprinters  who 
were  on  35  milligrams  of  DianaboL  a 
day  (in  1979].” 

British  officials  are  preparing  to 
challenge  Francis’s  allegations,  now 
that  they  are  to  be  published  here. 


“We  do  not  wish  to  publicise  his 
book,  but  if  he  gives  us  proof  when 
he  comes  here  we  will  act  upon  it,” 
Tony  Ward,  the  British  Amateur 
Athletic  Board  spokesman,  said 
“We  do  not  take  seriously  anything 
he  says." 

At  the  very  least,  the  gaps  in 
Francis’s  knowledge  of  the  British 
scene  are  exposed  by  his  writing:  “In 
the  spring  of  1990,  Sport  Canada 
stiffened  its  first-offence  penalty  for 
a  positive  steroid  test  to  a  four-year 
suspension  —  the  heaviest  sanction 
m  the  world.”  As  the  pole  vaufter. 
Jeff  Guneridge,  found  out,  Britain 
bans  for  life  any  first-lime  drua- 

takers.  ^ 

by  Charlie  Francis  with 
Jeff  Copkm,  to  be  published  by 
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